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Dr Qun7crv*s Cottage at Lasswade 


GEl^EEAL PEEFAOE BY THE EDITOE 


Invas m 1852 that De Qiuncey, -^rho tv as tlien sixty-seven 
yeais of age, and had been resident m or near Edmbmgli 
through the iweceding five-and-tweuty 3 ears, began the pie- 
paration of a collective edition of lus nutings, to be published 
by tlie Edinburgh house of Mr James Hogg The scheme of 
such a collective edition had been anticipated bj’’ the American 
publishing film of Messrs Ticknor and Eields of Boston A 
volimie or two of their American edition had already appeared 
TV hen De Qiuncey undertook the British edition 

Tlie undertaking was a senous on^ foi a man of De 
Qumcey’s age and habits ®ie very ^ecuhanty of lus literary 
life, it has to be remembered, distingiushing him from most 
of his liteiary contempoiaries of anj’’ compaiable importance, 
was that lus wntings had been, with hardly an exception, in 
the one form of fugitive contnbutions to magazines and other 
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pcnodicals. His Gmfessums of an Enghsh Opvum-Eater had, 
indeed, been pubhshed m London in small book-fom in 
1822, after having become famous in their original inagarine 
form in the previous year, and the small book had been fiv'e 
tunes reprinted , his little romance called Klosterhevnif or The 
Masque, had been publi^ed by itself in 1839 by Messrs 
Blackwood of Edinburgh , and the same publishers had 
issued in 1844 his volume entitled Logic of Poliiwal Economy 
With these exceptions, however, the first and the last more 
apparent than real, it was as a imter of articles, and not of 
books, that De Qumcey had made his mark in the literature 
of his generation That, under such a disadvantage of 
method, as it might generally be considered, ho had made so 
ler)' strong a mark, and had been recognised long before his 
death as indubitably an Enghsh classic, and a classic of a 
high and rare order, is a phenomenon of a rather uncommon 
sort in Enghsh literary history, though examples of the 
like may be found among the French Wliile it is to be 
accounted for in the mam by the mtrmsic excellence, the 
peculiarly original quality, of those articles whidi Do Qumcey 
scattered about so profusely in so many directions, something 
IS due to the fact that thej had not to contend with the 
particular additional disadvantage, ordinary in such cases, of 
being altogether anonymous Many of them bore De Quincey’s"^ 
name, or its equivalent, “The Enghsh Opium-Eater” , and, 
even when this was omitted, the patenuty of a paper of lus 
was seldom in doubt Not the less, when, in De Qumcey’s 
latest years, the certificate that he had taken rank as an 
English classic came in so unmistakable a form as a demand 
on both sides of the Atlantic for a collective edition of his 
wntmgs, was the mere search for the dispersed writings the 
mere getting of them together, a preliminary difllciilty The 
difficulty was actually greater m De Qumcey’s oivn case, 
when he undertook the coUectii c Edinburgh edition, than it 
was in the case of the Transatlantic publishci, Mr Fields, 
who had undertakeni^he collc<rtive Amencan edition Had 
De Qumcey been as mbst other Vmortals of the wmtmg tnbe 
are, he would haie had copies ofVu his articles ljung beside 
him, bound m ordeily volumes, or k least tied up m bundles , 
and on these preserved volumes or ‘i^’wdles he would have 


GLN’EUAL PllEPACE B\ THE EDITOR x\ 

opowfo*! ca.«ily oncnigh Bnl. iliej Xiiow liltle of De Qumcey 
mIjo an toniicct him with am wich inmgination of oixlerh- 
iic<^ 01 tht» tise of rcil-t»i]>e for the custodj of even Ini most 
prt'cion'i posfC‘«!ioni. Do Qumcey, the feeblest and most 
helpless of little scxagcnaiian gentlemen at the time when he 
^.as called upon, to prepare the collectne Edinburgh issue of 
hii M*ntnig«, — De Quinccj, all Ins life the most inciedibly 
ececnlric and incalculable of human bcingi, — Do Qiiincey, the 
«hiftor m many prenon** 3 cava from lodging to lodging, the 
burrow or e^^?n in hKling-holc=, each new lodging 01 hiding- 
hole plugged m its (urn with a chaos of hooks and pa2icrs, 
amid which the little man sat and worked, nicfiill}' iccollect- 
ing all the while that he had left unknown deposits of books 
and jwpeis, in Ica-cbests and band-boves, in some of those 
prcMons lodgings and Indtng-holcs tlic landladies of wliicli 
he dared not go near and dixsidcd \isits from, — could an}' 
one think it po««iblc that, c\en in that convenient cotlage- 
retreat of his, near Edinburgh, which had of late been 
the fi\cd home of himself and his famil)', De Qumcey 
‘>hmild contrive to procure the comidctc collection of his 
magayine articles for which Mi ITogg was wailing? Tnxe, 
ns his nicmor} was tenacious, ho might haic written out a 
list of (lie articles in the cliionologicnl onlcr of then appeai- 
ance, or in anj' other onler, with references to the periodicals 
m which tlic}* aiipcared, and so base deputed to Mr Hogg 
the hunt for the nccessar}' solumes and hack nmnhors of 
magn7ine»^ clt, at hook Niles or in hbraric’ It was-in tins 
wa}', in fact, that Jfr Fields was pioceeding wuth the American 
edition at Boston Dc was picking out gmduall)'’, from the 
old solumas of Butish magarmcB ar»vl other pcnodicals to 
w’hicli Dc Qninccy lind contnbuled, those papers w'hich hore 
Dc Quincc3^s name, or those which, fiom internal evidence, 
wathont that authentication, he could judge to be De 
Qumccy’s, — appeal to De Qumcey himself by letter an 
ohiious method in reserve for doubtful cases "WHiat was 
thus comparatiiely easy in Boston was not so easy, however, 
in Edinhutgli, where it wias not Mr Hogg only that had to 
he satisfied, hut De Quince}' himself also A mere reprint 
'of the artides as they stood in the old pages and columns of 
their original publication, just as these could he piocured, 
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might ha^e sufliced for Mr Hogg, hut could not suffice for 
De Quincey To the taslc of mere coUeotion there had to he 
added, for his satisfaction, the task of suitable arrangement. 
Was the aiTaiigement to he chionological, — each paper, "what- 
ever its land, to he placed hy the date of its original appear- 
ance , or would it he better to attempt some classification of 
the papers according to their subjects aud kinds ? On either 
plan there u ere special difficulties , hut it was pretty obauous 
tliat De Quincey would hai'c to adopt the more ifficult of 
the two The merely cliroiiological plan, — which iras the 
plan adopted by Carljle for the edition of his hliscellaneous 
Essays, — would not suit for an array of mateiiol so extensive 
and of such varied character as De Quincey had to mani- 
pulate But, that question supposed to he settled, and the 
material supposed to have been all brought together, there 
was the prospect of further labour in the revision of the 
articles individually Some of the articles, having been 
hurriedly written, or humedly wound up on pressuie from 
tlie printers, actually required reiision, and, even where 
there was no such necessity, it was not in De Quincey’s 
nature to let any old p-iper of his go forth without revision, 
and even fastidious i vision. He would retrench here, and 
amplify there , he would insert notes and afterthoughts , he 
would retouch the phraseology throughout So certain was 
this from knowledge of his literary hahits, that Air Hogg 
must have foreseen continual chances of delay and dislocation, 
if not of total hieak-down, from this cause alone. Einally, 
1 id not De Qumcey papers heside him, finidied or ’unfini^cd, 
that had not yet been pubhshed anyivhere , and, as the issue 
of the successiv^Qlm«eg-Q£ the collective edition was sure to 
extend oveji-sSi’eral years, -vviis he not likely, in the course of 
those yeaw, to furnish a goou deal of new matter that would 
hate to be incorporated? Eoi? tlus^ contmgency also, com- 
phcating all the res^ there had fo he provision. 

The preliminary difficulty of Verdy gettmg together the 
matter on which De Quincey wis Jlp operate though it would 
have been absolutely insuperable ioT De Quincey himself, 
would have been nothing very foiiTiidahle with Air Ho^s 
MSistauce, All that was necessary was to procure, and 
eposit at De Qnincey's feet, a complV'C set of the volumes 
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of periodicals and otlier miscellanies m wliicli, during the 
preceding tliirty-onc years or tlieieabouts, Ins availabli 
aiticles, to the number of about a hundred and fifty in all 
had successively appeai-ed The Lo7ido7i Maffaziite, fron 
1821 to the end of 1824 , Blacl'iiooTs Edmburgh Magazine 
from 1826 to 1849, TaxCs Edmhnnjh Magazine^ fron 
1834 to 1851 ; to these, as the pnncipal inpositoiiei 
of the articles required, let there have been added tlu 
volumes for the lettem 6, P, and S in the seventh editioi 
of the Eneyclopadia Bnianntca, published between 1827 an<3 
1 842, together with the A’brfA Bnttsh Bcpteie for the single 
year 1848, and perhaps a stiay volume or two of such long- 
dcfunctjenodicals as Kmght’s Quaidcrly Magazine (London, 
1823-4) and The Edinburgh Literary Gazelle (an ^or-tive 
Ethnbuigh weekly of 1829-1830) , and the collection would 
have been perfect Ko, not quite, unless De Qmncey had 
kept beside him copies of the numbers of that other Edin- 
burgh periodical for which he had been wiitmg most 
recently of all, and for which he was still wiitmg when the 
project of the collective edition began to occupy histlioughts. 
Tins was jETopp’s Inslrndor, a cheap weekly, which had been 
started in 1845 by the Mr James Hogg who wus now 
connected with De Qumcey ns the intending pubhsher of 
the collective edition. The connev.ion had, m fact, grown 
out of an offer of De Qmneej to contiibute to Mr Hogg’s 
weekly. His first aiticlc there had appeared in 1850 , and 
m one of the numbers for 1851, the most conspicuous decora- 
tion of which was an engraved portrait of De Qumcey, there 
was prmted, in addition to a whimsical letter of De Qnincey’s 
in criticism of the portrait, the first of a seiies of articles 
from his pen under the title of “A Sketch from Childhood.” 
This series of new autobiographic aiticles, a supplement to 
the large quantity of autobidgraphic rev'elation that De 
Quincey had already given to the world, was still runmiig m 
the pages of Sdgg's Instructor at intervals through 1852, at 
the very time when De Qumcey was ooncoctmg the first ■ 
volume of the forthcoming collective edition. 

I cannot doubt that it was this fact of the concurrence of 
the new senes of autobiographic articles with De Qumcej^s 
requisite ruminations for the foithcommg collective edition of 

VOL I b 
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lii 3 ^vntin^ Hin t, determined tlie composition, of the first 
volume oAhat edition As he was iiorking in the element 
of autobiography at any rate, and was engaged more partiou 
larly with the earlier portions of his autobiography, uhy not 
start the collective edition with an Autobiographic volume ? 
In that case a recast of the i ery artides whidi he had wntten, 
or was wntmg, for Hogg’s Instructor would serve for the 
beginning of the volume , after which he could rense and 
work in the necessary additional matenal from Tmt and Bladr 
mod This, accoidingly, is what he did , and, fortunately, 
while he was engaged in the process, there came a relief for 
him, and for Mr Hogg, from all furUier trouble in the mere 
business of getting together the matenal for the collective 
edition as a whole hir Fields of Boston, proceeding 
quietly with the American edition on the mere pnnciple 
of reprinting De Qumcey’s papers from the vanoiis 
periodicals in which they had onginally appeared, had by 
this time got ready twelve volumes of the rcpiint , an 
arrangement had handsomely been made by Messrs Ticknor 
and Fidds with De Quincey, by which, m return for his 
authorising the American edition, he was to have a share of 
the profits , and, though De Quincey was to proceed with the 
Edinburgh edition mdependently, on his own diifeient 
principle of recast, revision, and le-anangement, his labour 
was to be facilitated thenceforth by his having the volumes 
of the American edition, published or yet to be pubhshed, 
for his basis Such was the position of affairs when, m 1853, 
tjieie did appear the First Volume of the Edinburgh Collective 
Edition The general title under which the edition was 
then announced was Seleotiokb, Grave asd -GaV, prom 
W nimGS, PUBLISHED ASD DKPUBLI8HED, OP ThOMAS De 
QuiNCEBt, REVISED ASD ARRANGED BY HIMSPLP , and the 

title of the first vohxme as Autobiographic ^letdies 

The prosecution of the editorial labour to which De 
Q uincey had thus committed himself in 1853 was all but 
his sole occupation thcnceforw'ard- He did indeed continue 
to contiibute occasional new’ ai tides to Hogg's Insliucloi, both 
while it retained tliat name and also after it had been trans- 
muted into an Edinbiugh monthly under the more ambitious 
name of Trtan Now and then, also, Mr Hogg dreaded 
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interruption to the collectne edition from new and incom- 
patible projects which De Quiiicey would gravely announce, 
one of them being a History of England in* twelve volumes 
On the whole, however, the business of revising and recasting 
portion after portion of the material provided in the 
Amcncan edition did go on witli sufficient regulanty, at 
the outset at least, for Mi Ho^s purpose To Volume I, 
issued, as has been said, in 1853, there succeeded, m the 
first half of 1864, Volumes 11 and III, the three volumes 
together launching the edition successfully, and making a 
very fair beginning 

It may be well that the reader should understand a little 
moie particularly, at this point, the ciicumstanccs of Do 
Quincey during the progress of his undertaking The time, 
as has been said, was from 1852 onwards , and the place, as 
has also been explained in a geneial way, was mainly Edin- 
bui^h In this matter of place, however, it is desirable 
now that the readei’s conception should be more precise 

Seven miles out of Edinburgh, a httle beyond the Aullagc 
of Lasswade, on the slope of a country bye-road which 
descends steeply to the picturesque banks of the w'ell-wooded 
Esk nver, near Polton Mills, stands a cottage former!) 
known as Mans Bush Cottage, but noiv aggrandised m 
guide-books into De Quincey Cottage, or o\en De Qumcej 
Villa, in recollection of the fact that De Quincey w as for a 
good while its tenant It is an elegant enough little nistic 
cottage, of eight rooms, with something of a garden at the 
back and pretty surroundings It had been tiikcn by De 
Quincey in 1840, three years aftei he had become a widow ei, 
as a residence for his six surnving children, and for himself 
when he could be ivith them For the subsequent nine 
years or so that had been possible only now and then, — the 
hard e\igencies of his literary mode of livelihood requiring, 
or seeming to require, detention in Edinburgh itself, w here 
he could have access to books, with the change of an 
occasional visit to Glasgow, where he could ha\ o the same 
convemence. Latterly, however, he had been drawn back 
to the Lasswade cottage more fiequcntlv, and for longer 
penods of stay , and since 1849, — by which lime his threo^ 
sons had gone out into the world in dillercnt occupalians 
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(tlie eldest of whom had died m China), so that there had 
been left in the cottage his three daughters only, — his 
fatheily presence in the cottage, in the society of these 
daughters, and under tlieir affectionate domestic charge, had 
been habitual and all but constant. In fact, from that j ear 
onwards it was only at the Lass^ade cottage, seven miles 
out of Edinbuigh, that Mr De Quiucey was understood to 
be at home for visitors that brought introductions to him, or 
bad formal business with him , and here it was that, in 
1852, he did receue some distinguished visitors ulio have 
left printed reminiscences of him , — eg the Rev Francis 
Jacox, Miss Harnet Martmeau, and his American publisher 
and editor, Mr Fields Here it was, accordingly, in the 
same year, and while he was receiving some of these distin- 
guished guests, that there had come upon him Mr Hogg’s 
project of a Collective Edinburgh Edition of his ■writings, to 
be independent of the Aniencan Edition , and here it was 
that he managed, as we have seen, to send to the press the 
first three lolumes of the work, — ^Vol I m 1853, and Vols. 

II and III in 1854 Precisely at this point, however, 

there was an important change in De Quincey’s domiciliary 
arrangements The distance of the Lasswade cottage from 
Edmburgh, short though it w as, had been found incom enient 
for the passage of manusciipts and proofs between him 
and the pnnting-ofiice , and this,— concurring with a break 
in the little Lasswade lnusehold itself, which had been 
caused at any rate by the recent marnage of his eldest 
daughter, her departure with her husband to Ireland, and a 
consequent invitation to her two sisters to visit her there, — 
had determined De Quincey on one more experiment of life 
by himself in Edmbui^h lodgings Now, it so happened 
that, of all his many previous experiments of this kind, none 
had left such satisfactory recoUections as that which he had 
tried for a while, between 1838 and 1840, in certain 
lodgings kept by a widowed Mrs Wilson and her sister Afisq 
Stark They were in a half-flat set of apartments on the 
second floor of No 42 Lothian Street, a house of six such 
half-flats in all, accessible by a common stair on one of the 
sides of a somewhot dingy thoroughfare of oldish shops and 
dwelling-houses, in the Old Town, near the Umversity 
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>r«! 'VVileon ni»d Ih's Stark >\ere two most respectable 
and conscionljous pcnyons, of enpcrior tastes and abilities, 
wlio bad coma to ba\c sonip knowledge of the character and 
]mrsnils of their cxlKiorJmarr little gentleman-lodger dunng 
Ins former ‘>livnith them, reinenibered him with res])ect, 
and had in fait, been carefully keeping for him, in case he 
«honhi tmm np again, «omc small chattels of lux, in the 
shape of weiring apparel, which he had left as waifs in their 
room® And now, some daj in Jfaj or June 1854, he did 
luni np again, with the result that thej weie to ha\e the 
nnin charge of linn for all the rest of liis daj s, and that those 
rooms in one of the hnlf-fl,its on the third floor of No 42 
Lothnn Street, were to be his jiennaiicnt abode and w orkshop 
tlienccfonvanl, w het her for the future volumes of Ibc Colicctn e 
Dlition 01 foi any otlirr literary labour A tablet has been 
, roccnll\ aflKed to the wall of the house, maiking the win- 
dows of the apartments which Do Qmncey occupied, and 
'ignir^ing to passers-by that this is the one house m all 
Iklinbmgh most interesting now from its associations with 

iJe Qiimccy, Not that the cottage at Lasswatlo was qnifo 

foi*sakon No sooner wcitj his two unmarried daiightci-s 
b.u.k from their Iiisli visit than his walk was as often 
as possible from Ins Lothian Street workshop to the Lnss- 
vradc home ; and c\cn after 1855, wlien the eldci of them 
went out to India to become the wife of Major Baird Snnlb, 
of the Bengal liiigmcers (nfterwaids tbe Colonel Baird Smith 
so famous for Ins exertions m the Indian Mutiny), liis foot- 
stcjis would still be to Lasswade ns often as the one reinaiiiing 
daughter clinnccd to be there, and not, as was naturally 
mast frequent thenceforth, with her eldest married sister in 
Ireland. So long, indeed, ns the tic to Lasswade lasted, the 
continued relations of De Quinccy to tlint village may be 
described bj’’ saying that it was alwajs at the Lasswade 
cottage that he w ns to he found w hen lie w as not in No 42 
ktotliinn Street, and nlwajs in No. 42 Lothian Street when 
he was not at the Lasswade cottage The walk of scion 
miles between the two places w’ns, so long as there w'as 
occasion, Ins most ciistomaiy exercise. 

To condense the story of De Qumcey’s editoiial labours 
from 1854 onw’nrds, it may bo mentioned that a fourth 
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volume of tlie Collective Edition appeared m that year,>ut 
that then there was a hreak,— Vol V notappeanng till 1866, 
to he followed m 1857 by Vols VI and YII , after which 
the rate of issue became more rapid, the rest coming out^ as 
it were, in a snbseaiient eriisli Each volume m its turn, 
one can see, was a woik of weary groaning for De Qiiincey, 
and of struggle between him and the printers "What 
with Ills constant ill health and now increasing feebleness, 

11 hit until his evtreme fastidiousness in workmanship, 

11 hat until the retarding effects of occasional excesses still in 
his habitual indulgence in opium, — effects not manifesting 
themselves now, however, ui any such agonies and horrors 
of opiiim-nightinare as those that had prostrated him in 
certain years of his previous life, but only in a kind of gentle 
and dreamy somnolence, — his progress could not hut he 
intermittent Add that, by the gradual breaking up of the 
Lissuadc household, the old man had been left much more 
than in recent jears to that incurable habit of shy 
solitariness which had been his life-long charactenstic, 
and the conception of which to its extreme extent is 
almost a definition of De Quincey Totally free though 
he now uas from hose pecuniary cares which had harassed 
the latter pail of Ins life at the Lakes, his subsequent 
experiment of life in London, and that long portion of his 
Edinburgh life uhich he had now left behind him, and the 
story of winch, with all its shifts and miseries, can never he 
antficntically told in this u orld, he was yet the same creature 
of dark corners, cv'"avo of the element aiound^lnm,.that he 
had nluays been After nearly lliirfy years of residence in 
Edinbuigh, he still moved about in the town, with furtive 
footsteps, no less the little Enghsh alien than he had been 
when he first came into it by adventure To the few who bad 
attained to something like mtimacy with him, and to whom, 
in their inexpressible admiration of Ins abihties and their 
loie of his gentle ways, “an evening with De Quincey” was 
the highest of possible pleasures, the pleasure was possible 
only by elaborate stratagem The perfection of ornate 
pohtcness and courtesy, as well as of sage deliglitfulness in 
talk, when any of them did contrive to hire him into 
coinpinj, or took him unawares by a motumg call, he 
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preferred Ijcing slviit up by luniself ftll day and eveiy day in, 
his own crib in Lothian Street, with tlie variation only of an 
afternoon ramble, or a late nocturnal ramble, stall all by 
himself, through certam 4 jn| 3 ifij,\sjind subuibs The greatest 
break in this monotony of his habits, after the blank that 
had been left for him m the old home at Lasswade, was in 
the year 1837 In the autumn of that year, his joungest 
son having come home on a short fiulough from his raiment 
m India, he alloued himself, tliongli then seventy-two years 
of age, to be taken, in the company of tins son and of bis 
youngest daughter, on a ]onmcy to Ireland, for the pleasure 
of visiting his eldest niamed daughter, and seeing his 
infant , grandchildren in them Irish surroundings Back in 
Edinburgh, with a treasure of affectionate recollections from 
this visit, he resumed his usual hahits, and persevered in his 
editonal labour for two 3 ears more Then came the end 
The thirteenth volume of the Collective Edinburgh Edition 
of bis writings bad been published when, ton aids the close of 
1839, It became evident that he was done with that under- 
taking and with all his other u orldly concerns On Thurs- 
day the 8 tb of December 1859, in the presence of tivo of 
bis daughters, — ^tlio only tno of his cliildien inthin reach of 
a summons, — ^lie died peacefully in liis Lothian Street 
lodging, aged seventy-four years and four months; and a few 
days afterwards he was buried m that grave of liis, in a quiet 
nook in St Outhhert’s churchyard, at the west end of Prmces 
Street, under the Castle Bock, whicii is now visited some- 
times b 3 ’- residents m Edinburgh or by tourists, and over 
Trtiicb there is a bumble monument to Ins memory. In 
1860 there was the posthumous publication of a fourteenth 
volume of his collective writings, composed from his latest 
preparations 

The American collective edition of Messrs Ticknor and 
Fields, begun in 1851, bad meannhile reached its twenty- 
second and concluding volume, providing for Transatlantic 
readers something like a complete De Qiuncey before there 
,was similar provision for British leaders m Mr Hogg’s 
collective Edinburgh edition of 1853-1860 in fourteen 
volumes Moreover, while the Edmburgh edition had the 
distinct advantage of having been conducted by De Qumcci 
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inmsnlfj and BO Containing Ihb latest corrections and additions, 
the Amencan edition had the counterbalancing advantage of 
containing reprints of articles of De Qninccy that had not 
been included in the Edinburgh edition, probably because 
De Quincey had not lived long enough to overttJce them 
To a very considerable extent, this defect was remedied, after 
the Edinburgh edition had passed into the hands of its 
present propnetors, by the publication in 18G3 of a fifteenth 
volume, and then in 1871 of a sixteenth, both consisting of 
important additional matter recovered from the original 
repositories or from his suniving manuscripts Even the 
Eixteen-iolume edition which has thus been accessible to the 
British pubhc since 1871 hardly fulfils, however, vihat may 
now be the general desire for a complete De Quincey In 
the particular of completeness it does not quite match the 
American edition in the latest form which that edition has 
been able to assume by successive improi enients of itself, due 
mainly to judicious borrowings and incorporations from the 
British edition By such successive inipiovements the 
original Amencan, edition of Messrs. Ticknor and Fields in 
two-and-twenty small volumes has been superseded for some 
time by what is called the Biveraide Press Edition, consisting 
of twelve tlnoh volumes, issued by Messrs Houghton, Mifflin, 
and Co, the successors of Messrs Ticknor and Fields in 
the Boston pubhshing business As it is time that De 
Qiuncey’s countrymcn\f the Bntish Islands should be able 
to possess, if thej choo^K, an edition of De Quincey eien 
more perfect in point or, completeness than this Amencan 
edition, and in other respl^cts more convenient, the present 
edition has been devised an^l undeitaken 

The edition will indufle everything contained in the 
fullest previous form of the Bntish edition, together 
with the extra matter i^nnnted in the latest form 
of the Amencan edition, ana some other articles besides, 
which have never been repnnt^ hitherto For everything 
that the edition does contain, tire rule of reproduction will 
be that of adhesion to De Quince’s owti text in the latest 
form in which it left his hands JjSi en in the particulars of 
pointing and paragraphing this rule\ inll be observed, except 
in cases where there is obvious errdir, or where some slight 
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change of a merely typographical kind may conduce to cleai- 
ness. Dc Quincey had an art of his own in these minute 
particulars 

It is in the matter of the arrangement and distnhution of 
such a numerous and extremely miscellaneous body of papers 
that cditoiial intervention has been most required The 
merely chronological method of arrangement having been, as 
ive have already said, obviously unsuitable for such a miscel- 
lany, De Quincey, when commencing his collective edition of 
them, had set out with some notion of distributing them into 
volumes according to some classification of them by their 
kinds. The notion, however, was carried out in a woefully * 
capricious and unsatisfactory manner The exigencies of the 
pnnting -press having driven him to all soits of expedients 
for inaintammg, after the issue of the first volume of his 
edition, a succession of further volumes, each of the due sire, 
he had given up the attempt at continued classification ns 
hopeless, and had throw n out x’olume after volume, consisting 
of whatever papers he had readiest at hand or could by any 
effort pack together with the least glanng effect of incongruity 
Hence, w'hen Ins own fourteen-xolume edition was completed, 
there was, as I haie elsewdieie wiitten, “the most provoking 
jumble in the contents of the fourteen volumes mixed 
kinds of matter in the same volume, and dispersion of the 
same kinds of matter over volumes wide apart, and yet all 
wnth a pretence of grouping, and wnth factitious sub-titles in- 
vented for the separate volumes on the spur of the moment.” 
Both in the American Riverside edition and in the sixteen- 
volume form of the British edition tliere have been modifi- 
cations of the arrangement, — those in the Riverside edition 
amounting to a professed re-classification throughout It 
seems proper, how^ever, that the opportunity should now be 
taken for something still more thorough in the w’ay of recti- 
fication of the serious inconxenience caused to readers of De 
Qumcey’s ivritings, and the injury done to the writmgs tliem- 
selves, by the too easy readiness with which the author let 
them go forth in the mere chance order of his own temporaiy 
straits with the printers 

The foUomng is the general scheme of the present 
edition — 
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Vols 1, II, III 


AtTromOOEArUY A'YD LiTFEAEV IlrillNISOENCJES, 
including the Coj.rESSioxs or as Esousn 
Opium Eatee, in their last and niucn enlarged 


IV, V Biogpapuii^ and BioarAPiiie SKrtoiiES 
YI, VII Histoeioai. Essays and RcscAEonEs 
VIII Spkculativi and Thpological Essays 
IX Essays in Pouticai Economy and Pomtics 
X, XI Papees op Litebaey Tiipoey and Oeitioism 
XII, XIII TAirs, Romances, and Pnosr PnANTASirs, in- 
cluding SnSPiriA DP PPOFUNDIS 
XIV Miscri LANEA , ■with Index to the whole Edition 


•If the reader will turn to that portion of De Qmncey’s 
OETi General Preface, reprinted at pp 8-15 of the present 
volume, where he propounds, though only in rough sketch, 
Ins view of the best theoretical classification of his wntings, 
it will be found that the scheme of rearrangement here 
proposed 18 substantially in agreement with that winch De 
Quincey himself would have adopted had he been more at 
leisuic. 

Another defect in De Qiuncey’s own collective edition of Ins 
wntings IS the absence of infoimation os to the dates and 
places of the original appeaiances of the writings individu- 
ally One likes to know when and where any article that 
one may be reading in repnnt fust saw the light Even in 
a collective reprint of an author’s writings in the strict 
chronological order of their original production, this natural 
desire ought to be gratified , and, accordingly, in the editions 
of JIacaula 3'’8 iliscellaneous Essays, and of Carlyle’s, particu- 
lars of date, place, etc, of onginnl publication are duly 
afliYed Not so with De Qumcey’s edition of Ins wntings, 
though attention to such minutias was the more necessary 
there because the chronological method of arrangement had 
been wholly abandoned Ton never know in that edition, 
except by accident or by information obtained independently, 
whether what you are reading was an early or a late per- 
formance of De Qiunoey's, whether it was published first in. 
London or in Edinburgh, or to what periodical in cither town 
It was a contribution The defect is the more remarkable 
because the historical sense was strong m De Quincey, and 
he had ei en a passion for chronological exactness It is time, 



GilNERAL PBEFACE BT THE EDITOR 


XSUI 


at all events, tliat the defect should he remedied To eveiy 
volume of tlhe present edition tliere n ill he prefixed an edi- 
tonal notice explaining from what quarters De Quincei drew 
the matter contained in that volume ; and to the banning of 
every individual section of a volume there ivill he subjoined 
_an editorial footnote of more precise explanation of the same 
hind respecting that *=ection, with indication of the amount 
of change to which the original matter was subjected by De 
Quincey in the process of his final Tensions. All De 
Quincey^s own notes, so far as not distinctlv superseded hy 
himsdf in the course of these Tensions, will he punctually 
preserved. Where an additional editonal footnote may seem 
mdispensahle or especially desirably the appended initial II 
will always distinguish it sufficiently from what is De 
Quincey's own 

It is with peculnr pleasure that the present Editor has 
undertaken the honourable task entrusted to him by the 
publishers. De Qumcey’s writmgs, compared among them- 
selves, are of very different degrees of value, ranging from 
the compara'tiiely trivial to the supremely excellent hut, if 
ever there was a case in which a collection of the whole of 
what an author has left, the slighter and the greater to- 
gether, ought to be conveniently accessible on tlie shelves of 
libraries, that distinction is snrdy due to the remains of De 
Quincey His fame, established in his lifetime, has been 
growing ever since, and is still growing He has, one may 
say, a constituency of special admirers over all the Epghsh- 
speaking world; and, by very evident signs, the circle of 
this constituency is eveiy year extendmg itself And why ? 
Because ei ery year jt is more and more widely recognised 
that this strange man, dead now so many years ago, is one of 
the princes of English prose literature^ and an almost nmque 
personahty in the whole history of English literature, 
whether m prose or in verse. Here, horn in Manchester in 
1785, was one of those rare beings who, from some peculiarity 
of constitutional endowment, are destined to be “mtellectual 
creatnre^"’ caring chiefly for intellectual pleasures and pur- 
smts, and sure to drift therefore uito the literary gieoies of 
industry. The mystery of his mastery m that industry, 
when he did drift into it, has still to be accounted for Was 
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itHiat-in luR brain from birtli there was more than nsnajL^, 
that extra pmrb of phosphorns, or whatever else in brain- 
structure a crude physiologj seeks to discern, nhich may be 
supposed to distinguish superb genius from ordinary talent ? 
Accept the crude physiological fancy, and the strange thing 
IS that the opium imbibed througli so many years had not 
quenched the phosphorus, or appreciably impaired its action 
Better, however, not attribute too much to chemicals, real or 
imaginary, in studying the lesnlt It may be impossible 
eier to desist altogether from the recollection of De Qiuncey 
by his self-chosen name of “ The English Opium-Eater ” , but 
more and more it will be well to try to remember him simply 
as Tliomas De Qiuncey Or, if there must be some accom- 
panying visual imagination of the figure, look, and demean- 
our of the man who bore this name, the means are not 
wanting Sketches of Do Qumcey at various penqds of Ins 
life are numerous enough , but one ivoiild naturally prefer 
here the best and surest of him in his latest Edinburgh days 
Eor that I have not to go far 

No man now living in the present Edinburgh knew De 
Qmneoy so intimately in the last seven jears of Ins life, or 
saw so much of him, os Mr J R Eindlay , aud the following 
extract from Mr Findlay’s little volume of 1886 entitled 
Personal BecoHechons of Thomas De Qmncey may be relied on 
as the most authentic and exact sketch of the De Qumcey of 
those years now procurable — He was a very little man 
“ (about 5 feet 3 or 4 inches) , his countenance the most 
“ rcmaikable for its intellectual attractiveness that I have 
“ ever seen His features, though not regular, were anstocra- 
“ tieally fine, and an air of debcate breeding pervaded the face 
' His forehead was unusually high, square, and compact. At 
“ first sight his face appeared boyishly fresh and smooth, 
“ until a sort of hectic glow upon it that contrasted remark- 
“ ably until the evident appearances of age in the gnzzled 
" hair and dira-looking eyes. The flush or bloom on the 
“ cheeks uas, I have no doubt, an effect of liis constant use of 
opium , and the apparent smoothness of the face dis- 
" appeared upon examination The best descnption of liis 
“ peculiar appearance in this respect is one given by Sir 
“ Walter Scott in reference to General Platoff, whom Scott 
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ji'tt n‘ and froVn ttljom, he tclh ««, he took Ins 

" of >ir TotJchnocxl m St Itouan's Jf*cU ‘IIis 

“ whirh tit the ih^tnneepf a yawl or two epetned hale 
‘•a’ld SJ.ioith, apjKsiJxd, Mhen clo*:i.h evamtned, to be 
“ *,Annv] tthh a iiitiliun of ttrinUpf crys^sing oath other m 
‘ I'li'tTv jtO'^'-sble, but as fine os jf drwn b)* the 

** t>f a uty fine noetllc.* Mi Do Qnnicov's e\es nere 

** dark ut ndt'ur (the l*cotch %ord the would best e\j)ress 
i‘ thi' shad*'), the in? litgo, but with a strange flatness and 
“ diuvors'^ of a^i'cet, which, hoacter, did not indicate any 
defotency of «ght. So far as I o\cr ob«ened, he vaw 
“ di'tant objpcls tolonbh well, and alino'st to the vorj end 
“ of hU lift he eonld retd the smallest ]>nnt without spcc- 
“ tadc*!. . . . Ilm dress was at all limes peculiar. Hts 
** elothes had generally a look of oxlTPine age, and also of 
hi»ving In-tti made for a person romtwhut Hrgei than Inm- 
“ 5«lf I b'dicte tint the nal eaiwc of tins w.is that he had 
** Ixrcotne nuich thimwr in lho«c Inter years, whilst he wore, 
“ ami did wear, I suppcfse, till the end of his life, the clothes 
** tint had l-oni made for him years before. I ha\o sonie- 
** times fern aj«peawncts nltont him of a shirt and shirt-collar, 
“but UMially there were no indnations of these articles of 
*' drc«s. \\ hen I came to visit him m his lo<lging«, I saw 
** him in all st i"».« of cv'stnme ; pomctnucs he would come m 
’* to me from hir Ijcdroom to his parlour with shoes but no 
“’'fueling*, and sometimes with slockingb but no shoca 
** IVhtti in bed, where I nl«o saw him from time to tune, 

•* he wou‘ n large ncket, — not exactly an nnder-jacket, 

“ but n jacket wade m the foi in of a coal, of white 
flannel , romcthiiig like a cnckctcr'h coat, m fact In the 
“atnel his appearance was cquallj singular lie walked 
“ w.Uh considerable r.aj)idily (lie Kiid walking was the only 
athletic excrci'o in winch he had oier excelled), and wnth 
•• an o'ld one-sidcd, and jet straight forward motion, moving 
“ bi8 legs onlj’, .ind neither his arms, head, nor any other 
* part of hiR liodj, — like Wordsworth’s cloud, 

“ * Moving altogether if he moved at all ’ 

*' Hi? hat, xv'lnch had (he antediluvian aspect clinractcnsiic 
“ of the rest of his clothes, was gcnemlly stuck on the hack 
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“ of his head , and no one who ever met that antiquated 
“ figure, inth that strangdy dreamy and intellectual face, 

“ making its way rapidly, and with an oddly deferential air, 

“ through any of the streets of Edinburgh, — a sight certainly 
“ by no means common, for he was very seldom to he seen ^ 
“ in tovm, — could ever forget it " , 

If, even after this, the reader would still have some- 
thmg more, let him take these lines from Thomson’s Gaslle 
of Indolence, with the assurance that all who ever saw De ^ 
Qumcey m liis old age recognise in them the most startlingly 
accurate description of him, as if by some prophetic anticipa- 
tion, that could possibly be given in succinct metre — 

“ Ho came, the bard, a little drmd wight 
Of withered aspect , but his eye was^kecn. 

With sweetness mixed In russet brown bedigbt. 

As IS his sister of the copses green. 

He crept along, unpromising of mien 
Gross he who judges so t his soul was fair ” 

If the name “bard” niaj be extended to a prose-ivnter of 
the bardic class, this description also is exact in almost 
every point It is exact more especially in its added 
picture of the particular bard in view as “a bttle druid 
ivight” By the veiy hmits of the territory within which 
De Qumcey moved and had local habitation durmg his 
life, no less than by character and physiognomy, he was of 
the anti2ua gens Drmdum Through all the seventy-four 
jears of his life he was never once, it seems, out of 
the British Islands. Tince he visited Ireland , but the 
main topography of his life hes m the scenes and neigh- 
bourhoods suggested by this succession of names — ^Man- 
chester, Bath, ‘Wiltshire, Manchester again, North Wales^ 
London, Chester, Oxford, London agam, Somersetshire, Gras- 
mere and the English Lake distnct, London yet again, Gras- 
mere agam, and, finally, and in far the hugest proportion, 
Edmbuigli and the vicifaity of Edinburgh It was at about 
the mid-pomt of his long and final connexion with Edinburgh, 
and therefore about six years before the beginning of Mr 
Findlay’s acquaintanceship with him, that the present Editoi 
bid the pmilcge of meeting him more than once and oi 
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Epindina; prone hours in lits company ; aiul it hiay be 
pome Inlle qinlificwtion lor the present Editor's duly lu 
tliose volunif^ that he lomembcrs tho'^o meetings well, and 
cm in reading anv piper in the lolinues, or any sentence 
in anj of the iiapers, re-iningine distinctly, for himself, the 
face, 1 oice, and manner of the living De Qmncey. 

David Masso:? 

rci'mcacu .^vtr,uifr ISSO. 
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EDITOR’S PREFACE TO THIS VOLUjME 


The present volume contains (1) De Quince^’s onn Geneial 
Pieface of 1853, as n ritten for tlie fiist volume of the Collectn e 
Edition of Ins Writings then begun, aiul (2) the nhole of 
that poitiou of his Autobiography ■which appealed m tlie 
same i olumc, -wnth continuation in the ne\t, under the title 
of “Autobiographic Sketches” 

The GnKERiU. Pbepaoe — ^This was wntten when De 
Qiuncey W’as still somewhat in the dark as to what would 
ultimately he the entire contents of his collectn e edition, or 
what would he the order of then airangemeiit, and could only 
make a forecast on the subject from the twelve volumes of 
the collective Ameiican edition that liad already been pub- 
lished (see ante, p \iv), and fiom his owui knowledge of 
the quantity of more matter that remained to be bi ought in. 
Hmicc the Preface is hardly what De Qiuncey w ould hai e 
W'litten had he had the whole of Ins writings under exact 
survej’’ It gives no adequate conspectus of them in their 
complete variety, but only su^ests a classification of them, 
and lights here and there, by way of illustration, on a selected 
example, not alwaj’s the best that could have been chosen 
The dassifitation suggested, howexer, is x'aluable; and the 
w hole of the Preface is interesting and characteristic. 

The Adtobiogbapht — WHien De Qiuncey had resohed 
that his collective edition should open with a revised 
collection of his expressly autobiographic papers, Ins most 

X’OI.. I B 
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obvious store of material was m Ibc senes of articles lie had 
begun 111 Tail's Edinburgh Maganne for Pebiuaiy 1834, under 
the title “Sketches of Men and Manners from the Autobio- 
graphy of an English Opium-Eater,” and Jmd continued 
through the rest of that year, and for some jeara more, in 
the pages of the same monthly, under the same title or iiiodi- 
lications of it But, as ive saw (ante, pp xu-mii), he had quite 
recently, in the pages of Eogifs Instructor, begun, under the 
title of " A Sketch from Childhood,” another senes of auto- 
biographic ai tides, filling a gap in the previous Tait senes , 
and these supplementary' ai tides, stiaggling at mteiials 
through the numbers of the Edinburgh weekly for -the 
y'ears 1851 and 1852, had necessanly to be interwoven 
with tlicir pi^decessois Further, in certain numbers of 
Blachiood’s Magazine for 1845, from March onwards, there 
were special articles of De Quincey's, of a peciilini autobio- 
graphic sort, under the title of “ Suspma de Profuiidis, being 
a Sequel to the Confessions of an English Opium-Eater,” oi 
titled independently , and these also had to be incorporated 
One may guess, accordingly, how De Quincey proceeded iii 
adapting the autobiographic inatenal he had at hand for 
connected lepublication m 1853 He took the numbei’s of 
Tati's Maganne, BlacJsmods Magazine, and Hogg's Instructor 
of the dates indicated, and out and carved among his own 
articles in them, welding these together, with retrenchments 
here and enlargements and alterations there, till the 
result satisfied him The “ Autobiographic Sketches,” 
which composed the first volume of the Collective Edition of 
Ins Writings in 1863, and a portion of the second volume, 
weiu, therefore, a coagulation of matter previously printed in 
1834-5, 1845, and 1851-2, all in Edinburgh periodicals In 
the present edition w e keep to his example by beginning mtli 
the “ Autobiographic Sketches,” only changing that title into 
“Autobiography,” as less ragged, — a change for which tliere is 
ample justification in Do Qnmcey’s pnor use of the woid 
“Aulobiogiapliy” in designating poibons of the senes, and 
in Ills subsequent frequent use of the same term ns an 
optional altcrimtive'iii refemng to the completed series Wliat 
has to be chiefly' reniciiibercd here is that the present volume 
does not include the S\ hole of De Quincey’s Autobiography, 
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as expressly so clesignatotl by himself, but only as mnch oJ 
it as he had managed to oveitake in the leiislon of his 
TiTitinqs for the CoUectne Edition of 1853-00 Some ad- 
ditional portions of his already printed Autobiogiaphy, 
which he doubtless meant to revise some tune or otliei , never 
had the benefit of that intention, and lemained in their 
onievised shape as aiticles in some old numbers of Tail’s 
Magazine These will follow in the next volume of the 
present edition. 

D M 
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Tirr ini'ccllancou‘1 wuintjsr, winch I pmposc to laj hefoi’c 
tU’i ]>uWic m tins htwU of Selections, are m jwrt to be le- 
".mlnl as a ivimblication of pa]>crs scnttercil lliroufih se\cral 
Ilnti=h .lounnl* tweutj or tlnr(\ jeai-s nf'o , which papers 
ha\e li'cn reprinted m a collcclne form bj an Amencan 
hoU'O of high ch.ir«iclc‘r in IJo«ton but m pirt tlnj arc to be 
new til ns outirelr ntu , lai^c sections hiiing been inlei- 
in the ‘ptX'Ctit edition, and olliti changes made, 
wlnui, e\cn to the old pirts, b^ gning ^CI} gruit cxpan-sioii, 
gne sojiictJinps a ch muter of ab-ohitc iioi elt\ Once, there- 
fore, at home, with the allowance foi the changes lieiw in- 
diuitul, anti once in Aiiiema, it inav be saitl that these 
wntingh hu\(* been m some ‘•ense jmblielied Ihil paWiratnwi 
is a great idea ne\ei c\en aiJ])ro\inintetl by the utmost 
oiiMcties of man. Not the JJible — not the little book which, 
in piM timesj c.uuc m.\t to the Bible in European difliision 
and currcnc} ' — mz, the treatise Di. ImitaUonc ChriM, 

• “ AVerf A) tJif l>Me xn currmetf” — TJiat is, next in llto firtcenfh 
ontiiri to the IJihlt of the ninrUonth ccntnri 'I'lio clitTnsion of the 
l>(’ C/iiixtt o\(r ChnsUnihrtn (tlic iilci of ( hiiiltiufom, 

il nnicl lie runicinlii'ri'il, not then lucliulmg imj part of Amcnui) 
atilu ijviteil JH Ijn'} till' ililfitsion of Ihc IJihle in IS'iT Hut wli^ * 
Thioneh what « ausis ? KKcahcre I li nc ntlcmjiteil to show that tins 
cnonijons ( tint soennnglj inmdible) popuJarilj of the JJe ImxMwiit 
C>in\ti lit virlitillj to 1 h! inter{>ieUd as a vicinons populanU of 
thi> Bible At tint litno the IJiblo itself was a fonntam of inspirctl 
tniHi ettrywhero sc vied up, but a whisper i”Ui through the western 
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h IS j et in any generation been leallj iniblisTicd Wlierc is 
the imnietl book of nbicb, in Coleiidge’s woicls, it may not 
be said tint, after all efloils to publish itself, still it remains, 
foi the n orld of possible readers, “ as good as inanuseiipt ? 
Not to insist, however, upon any romantic rigour in con- 
structiiig tins idea, and abiding by tlic oidinaiy standard, of 
what IS understood hy puhhailton, it is probable that, in many 
crises, my own papeis must liaie failed in reaching e\en this 
]?or thej were punted as contributions to journals Noiv,^ 
that mode of publication is unavoidably disadvantageous •- 
to a w liter, c\tcpt under unusual conditions By its harsh 
peremptorj punctuality, it drives a man into hurried Avriting, 
possiblj into sajing tlie thing that is not They won’t wait 
an horn for jou in a Magarme oi a Eevicwr, they won’t wait 
for truth , jou may as wdl reason w'lth the sea, oi a railway 
tram, as in such a case with an editor , and, as it makes no 
difTerciicc whethci that sea which 3011 desire to aiguc with is 
the hleditcrranean oi the Baltic, so, with that editor and his, 
deafness, it matters not a straw whether he belong to a 
northern or a southern journal llere is one ^vil of journal- 
wiiting — nz , its ovcnnasteiing precipitation A second is 
— ^iLs cflect at times 111 narrowang joifr publicity Every 
journal, or pretty ncailj so, is imdcrstood to hold (perhaps in 
its lerv title it makes proclamation of holding) certam fixed 
piincipluj in politics, or possiblj' leligion These dibtmguibh- 
ing features, which become badges of eniUity and intoleiance, 
.ill thcHiioic intense as thei descend upon nairowci and nar- 
lowci gMuinds of sep<irition, must, at the vciy threshold, by 
warning off tho'se who dissent fiom them, so far operate to limit 
jour audicW To take my own case as an illustration, 'these 
present sketches were published in a journal dedicated to pur- 

nations of EuropX tint tbe work of Tliomas a Kentpis contained some 
•ilcniler mukts o) truth silently stealing away into light from tint 
interdicted fonntairk This belief (so at least 1 lead the case) led to 
the prodigious niull\dic.atiou of the hook, of which not ineicly the le- 
iiniircssions, hut theS separate 'translations, are past all counting , 
though bihliogiiphcrs* June undertaken to count them. The hook 
came forward ns an answer to the sighing of Chi istian Europe for liglit 
from heaaen 1 speak of Tliomas i Kcmpis as the anlhor hut his 
claun was disputed Gerson was adopted hj hmneo as the author, 
and other local saints hy oilier nations ' 
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poses of political eliange such as many people thought levolii- 
tionaiy I thought so ni3sell, aiul tlul not go along with its 
jioUtics IiiOMtablj' that accident shut them out fioin the know- 
ledge of a 1 eij' laige roadiiig chiss XJiuloubtedlj" this journal, 
being ably and conscienftously conducted, had some cuculation 
amongist a nciUial class of readers , and amongst its own class 
— it "was jiopular But its own class did not ordinarily occujiy 
that position in legaid to social lufliiencc wdiicli could enable 
llioin rapidlj to dilhise the knowledge of a writer A leader 
who'ie ‘social stmiding is moderate maj coinmmiicatc lus views 
npon a hook or a writer to Ins own ciicle , but his own circle 
IS a nai i ow one, Wliereas, in aristocratic classes, Iiai ing moi o 
leisure and wcaltb, the intercourse is inconceivably moie lapid , 
so that the jniblication of any book which interests them is 
secured at once , and this publishing influence passes dow n- 
w.uds , hut rare, indeed, is the mierse process of publication 
thiough an influence spreading upwards 

Accoiding to the way hero described, the papeis now pre- 
scnled to the public, like many another set of papere nominally 
published W’cre not so m any substantial sense Here, at 
home, they may he rcgaidcd as still unpublished t But, in 
such a case whv ivere not the papere at once detached from 
the joumal, and reprinted ? In the neglect to do this, some 
Iheie are who will lead a hlaiucable caiele'^snuss in the 
author ; but in that carelessness otheis wull read a secret 
consciousness that the papers were of doubtlul value I 
have heard, indeed, that some persons, heaiing of tins 
xepiiblication, had interpieted the case thus — Within the 
last fom or live 3 eare, a practice has aiisen amongst aiithoi's 
ot galhcrmg together into volumes their oivii scatleicd con- 

^ At tlio same time it must not bo denied, tint, if you lose by a 
joiu'ual ni the waj' Iioic described, jou also gam by it TIio joiiraal 
gn es j ou tbe benelit of its own separate audience, that might else iiei er 
Inac hoard jour 11 une. On the other hand, in such a case, the journal 
secures to j ou the special onmitj of its ow u peculiar antagonists. 
These papera, for instance, of mine, not being politiaal, were read 
possiblj 111 a friendly temper bj the regular supporters of the journal 
that published them But some of mj own political friends regarded 
mo with displcasaro for connecting nijself at all with a reforming 
journal And far nioie, who aiould have been liberal enough to dis 
regartl that objection, iiahirallj lost sight of mo when under occultation 
to (hetn in a jotiinal which they neicr saw 
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tnbutions to periodical literature Upon that Bugge'itioTi, 
they suppose me suddenly to hateieineinlifered that I also had 
made such contributions , that mine might be entitled to their 
chance as well as those of others , and, accordingly, that on 
such a slight invitation db ealra I had called hach into life 
uhat otherwise I had long since regarded as having alieady 
fill filled its mission, and must doubtless liaio dismissed to 
oblivion 

I do not certainly know, or entirely beheve, that any 
such thing was really said But, however that may be, no 
representation can be mom opposed to the facts Never for 
an instant did I falter in iiiy purpose of repubbsliing most of 
the papers which I had written Neither, if I myself had 
been inclined to foiget them, should I ha\e been allowed to 
do so by strangers For it happens that, during the four- 
teen last 3 ears, I bar e mceived from many quarters in Eng- 
land, in Imland, in the British Colonics, and in the United 
States, a senes of letters expressmg a fai profounder interest 
in papers wntten b) myself than an} which I could ever 
think 111} self entitled to look for Had I, therefore, other- 
wise cherished no pin poses of mpublication, it now became a 
diit} of gratitude and respect to these nunicious correspond- 
ents, that I should either mpublish the papers in question, or 
explain why I did not. The obstacle in fact had been in 
part the shifting slate of the law whidi regulated literary 
property, and especially the proper t} in iionodical litcratuie. 

- But a far greater difficult} lay in the labour (absolutely in- 
surmountable to myself) ot bnnging together from so iiiaiiy 
quarters the scattered matemls of the collection Tins 
labour, most fortunately, was suddenly taken off my hands 
byr the eminent house of Messrs. Ticknor, Ecid, & Fields, 
Boston, US To them I owe my acknowledgments, first of 
all, for that semce they hare brought together a great 
majority of my fugitive papers in a miics of volumes now 
amounting to twclie. And, secondly, I am bound to men- 
tion that they liaie made me a sharer in the profits of the 
publication, called upon to do so by no law wliateicr, and 
assumdly by no expectation of that sort upon my part 

Taking as tbe basis of my remarks tbis Collectn e Ameri- 
can Edition, I wall here attempt a rude general classification 
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of all the ai'Ucles ■\^hlcll compose it I dislnbute them 
grossly into three classes — into that class nhich pro- 
poses prmiaiily to anmse the leadei , but Tivhich, in doing so, 
may or may not happen occasionallj’’ to reach a higher 
station, at winch the amusement passes into an impassioned 
interest Some papers are meiely playful , but othci’s hai e 
a mi-ved character These present Autobiographic Shetches 
illustrate uhat I mean Generally, they pretend to httle 
beyond that sort of amusement which attaches to any real 
story, thoughtfully and faithfully related, moving through a 
succession of scenes’ sufficiently varied, tliat are not sufteied 
to remain too long upon the eye, and that connect them- 
selves at every stage uith intellcctiial objects But, even 
here, I do not sciiiple to claim from the reader, occasionally, 
a higher consideration. At times, the narrative nses into a 
far higher key Most of all it does so at a penod of the 
writer’s life where, of necessity, a severe abstraction takes 
place from all that could invest him with any alien inteicst, 
no display that might dazzle the leader, nor ambition that 
could carry his eye foruard until curiosity to the future, noi 
successes, fixing his eye on the present , nothing on the stage 
but a solitaiy infant, and its solitaiy combat with giief — a 
mighty darkness, and a sorrow without a voice. But some- 
thing of the same interest unll be found, perhaps, to rekindle 
at a maturcr age, uhen the characteristic features of the in- 
dnidual mind have been unfolded And I contend that 
much moie than amusement ought to settle upon any naria- 
tive of a life that is really confidential It is singular — but 
many of my readers uill know it for a tinth — that vast 
numbers of people, though libeiated fioni all reasonable 
motives of self-restraint, cannot be confidential — ^liave it not 
in their power to lay aside reseive , and many, again, cannot 
be so uith particular people I have uitnessed more than 
.^once the case, that a young female dancer, at a certain turn 
of a peculiar dunce, could not — though she had died for it — 
snstaiira fiee, fluent motion Aenal chains fell upon her at 
one iioint , some iniisiblc spell (uho could say lohat 2) fio/e 
her elasticity Even as a horse, at noonday on an open 
heath, starts aside from something his iider cannot see, or 
as the Ilaine withm a Davy lamp feeds upon the poisonous 
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gas up to the lutolies tlmt sunounci it, but tlieie sucldeiily is 
ariested by bauieis tint no AJadcliii -will eiei dnlodge It 
18 because a nwn cannot see and mcasuic these lujislieal 
foiccs uhicli pdsj him, that he cannot deal ivith them efloct- 
uallj' If he were able lually to pieice the ha/e uhich so 
often envelops, even to liiniself, Ins own secret spiings of 
aetiou and leseive, theie cannot be a life moving at all niidei 
intellectual impulses that would not, through that single 
force of ab->olute frankness, fall within the reach of. a deep, 
solemn, and sometimea even of a thiilling interest "Without 
liretendmg to an intcrciit of this quality, I have done what 
was possible on mi/ part towards the leadicst access to such 
an interest 1)3 perfect sineerit}' sa3nig cveiywheie nothing 
l>ui the tiuth , and in aii}' case forbeaiing to say the whole 
truth Old) thiough consideration foi othera 

Into the second ckiss I throw those papers winch address 
themselvia puielv to the undeistanding as an insulated 
facult) , or do so pninaid^ Let me call them by the 
general name of Essats These, as in other cases of the 
same kind, must have then value measuied bj two seiiaiate 
questions A — What is the pioblem, and of what lanlt in 
digiiit) 01 in use, which the Ess.*)' nndei takes? And next, 
that point being settled — B — What is the success obtained 1 
and (as a sijiaiatc question) What is the executive abilit3r 
displayed 1 1 the solution of the problem * This lattei ques- 
tion IS iiatiirall) no question for myself, as the ansvvei would 
involve a veidict upon my own merit But, generall), thcie 
will be quite enough in the answer to question A for eskib- 
lishing the value of an) cssa) on its soundest basis Pmdciu 
mtcrroqalio at dirnidmvi scieiitm Skilfully to fiame your 
question, is half-way towards insiuing the true answer 
Two or three of the problems treated m these Essays I will 
here i<diear«e 

1 E^enism — T he essay on this, where mentioned at all 
111 printjNhas been mentioned as dealing wnth a -question' ol 
pure specifkativc curiosity so little suspicion is abroad ol 
that real question which lies below Essenism means simply 
tlus — Chnstif^ty befoie Christ, and consequently wxlhoul 
Cliiist If, lhm,efoie, Essenism could make good its picteii- 
sioiis, there at obe blow would be an cud of Clinstianit) ; 
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vliirh in th.U case is not only sni>cisttled ac mi idle itspoU- 
tion or ft ivligioiis nltendj iin1>lislicd, Imt aKo a*; a 

atnmial j>hghriRiu Nor can ihe wit of man i\adc that 
conclosjoii. Bnt eien thnt i*, not the worst When we cou- 
Icmifhitc tlio total orb of Chri‘«tnni(y, wc see it dnulo into 
two heim-^ihcres , tirst, an Kthunl ejisteiu dilkring c«ifrfl% 
from aiiy pix.\iouslt made knoA\*n to man , sotondlv, a mjs- 
krion^ and divine nnehmer^ for reconciling man to God a 
teaching to he taught j but al«o a woik to be Avoikcil Now, 
the jii>t we find ag-iin in the Ethics of the counteifut 
lieccjios — ^wlitch ought not to Miipusc us at nil since it is 
‘•urely an casi thing for him wlio pill.igc'. inj thoughts ad 
hhiijftitj to iT‘pi‘odtu .0 a pci fi*ct resemblance in his owti ^ , 
but wliat lias become of Ibc second, vi/-., not the teaelnng, 
but the opentive working of CliiisUanitj ? Tlje Ethical 
syolem is replaced hv a stolen system but w hat replaces the 
mtslcHous aguincit of the Christian faith ? In Esscuism wc 
timl again a saint Ij scheme of Ethics but wheie is the 
Scheme of Mcdi.ilion ? 

In the Eonush Chmch, theie lia\G Imcn some theologians 
who haie also seen reason to mispccL the lonmncoof “Espe> 
nisnms*' And I am not sure that the knowledge of this 
fact may not haie opciatcd to blunt the suspicions of the 
ri'otestaiil chinches I do not mean that buch a fact would 
haic aljsolulelj dcaffiicd PiotestanI eais to the giouuds of 
Buspicnm when loudly proclaimed , hut it is lei^ likclj to 
ln\c ludispo'sed them towards listening Sleantime, so far 
as I am acijnainted with these Eomaii Catholic denim's, the 
ditlcrencc between tJwm and my own is broad Tliey, witli- 
but susjjecting nii> siibllc, fraudulent inirposc, simply recoil 
from the romantic air of such a statement— winch builds up, 
as w’ltli an enchanlei’s wand, an inii»ortant sect, such as 
could not possibly Iiave cscajied the notice of Chi ist and his 
apo*:tles. I, oil the other hand, insist not only upon the 
revolting incompatibility of siicb a sect witli the absence of 

^ The onnic of Josephus in rolatinu to Christiaiiil> is llie same, in 
fact, as that of Lauder m respect to Milton Itai.as casj cnongli to 
tluleit plagiarisms in the Paradt^c Lost from Latin passages fathered 
upon iina^nary wiilcrt, avhen thc^c passages bad prciiously heon forged 
hj Lauder lumbclf for the purpose of sustaining such a charge 
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all attention to it in the New Testament, bat (tthicli is for 
more important) the inconipatibilitj of such a sect (as a sect 
eldci than Christ) with the onginality and lieavenlj revela- 
tion of Christianity Here is 1113 fust point of difference 
fiom the Romish objectors The second is this not content 
i\ith exposing the imposture, I go on, and attempt to show 
in nhat real circumstances fraudulently disguised, it nuglit 
naturally have arisen In the real circumstances of the 
Christian Church, ■when strugjling vitli Jevnsh persecution 
at some period of the generation betveeii the Ciucifixion and 
the siege of Jeiusaleni, arose probablj that secret dcfeiisne 
society of Christians nhich suggested to Josephus Ins knavish 
foigeiy IVe must leniember, that Josephus did not write 
until after the great rums effected bj the siege, that he 
wrote at Rome, far removed from the criticism of those sur- ‘ 
Yivors who could hare exposed, or had a niotne for exposing, 
his malicious frauds , and, finallj, that he wrote under the 
palioiiage of the Flai lan familj by Ins sycojihancy he had 
won their protection, which would hax'e overawed any 
Christian w'hatever fiom coming forwaid to unmask Inm, in 
the very impiobable case of a woik so large, costly, and, bj 
its title, merely aiclneological, hiiding its waj, at sudi a 
period, into the hands of any poor hunted Christian ’ 

2 The C.(ESaiis — ^This, though written hastily, and in a 
situation where I had no aid from book's, is j^et far from 
being what some people have supposed it — a simple recapi- 
tulation, or resume, of the Roman Impeialonal History It 
mores lupidly over the ground, but still with an cvploiiiig 
eje, earned right and left into the dcei) shades that hare 
gathered so Ihicklj oier the one soliLirj road® tiarersmg 
that pint of history Glimpses of moral truth, 01 sugges- 

^ It IS a sigiuncaut fact, that Dr Strauss, whose sceptical spiiit, left 
to its oivn (hsintercstcii motions, would hue looked through and 
through tins monstraus f ihlc of Essonisin, coollj ulopted it, no ques 
tionssiled, as soon ts he perceiied the nine of it ns nn argument 
against Christ lanitj 

- “.SWi/ory ioad” — 'Jlie readei luiisl rcmenihor that, until the 
scienth centiirj of our era, when Mahometanism arose, theie was no 
cdlnUral historj Whj there was none, why no Gothie, wlij no Par- 
thian history, it is for Romo to explain We tax oiirsehes, and arc 
taxed bj others, wath manj an nuagmarj negleet as regards India 
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hoiis of "what may lead to it. , indications of neglected dilh- 
culties, and occasionally conjectiiial solutions of such 
“ difficulties — tlie&e are what this Essay offers It uas meant 
as a specimen of fniils, gathered liastily, and without eflort, 
by a vagrant but tlionghtful mind , through the coeicioii of 
its theme, sometimes it became ambitious, but I did not 
-give to it an ambitious title Still I felt that tlic meanest 
of these suggestions merited a valuation derelicts they 
were, not in the sense of things ivilfnlly abandoned by my 
predecessors on that road, but in the sense of things blindly 
■ overlooked And, summing up in one word the pretensions 
of this particular Essay, I will venture to claim foi it so 
much, at least, of onqinality as ought not to have been left 
’open to anybody in the nineteenth century 

' 3 CiCFno — This IS not, as might be imagined, any 
liteiary valuation of Cicero , it is a new reading of Roman - 
hi'stoiy in' the most dieadfnl and compiehensive of her con- 
vulsions, in that hnal stage of her transmntations to which 
Cicero was himself a party — ^and, as I maintain, a most 
selfish and impatiiolio party He was governed in one 
half by his own piivate interest as a noviis homo dependent 
uiion a Avicked oligarchy, and in the other half by his blind 
hatred of Caisar, the giandeur of whoso natiiic ho could 
not coinprehend, and the real patriotism of -whose policy 
could never be appreciated by one bribed to a selfish coui'se 
The great mob of historians have but one way of construct- 
ing the great events of this era — ^they succeed to it as to 
an inheiiLince , and chifefly under the misleading of that 
presttge which is attached to the name of Cicero on which 
account it wns that I gave this title to my Essay Seven 
years after it was published, this Essay, slight and imper- 
fectly developed as is the exposition of its parts, began to 
receive some public countenance 

I Avas going on to abstract the principle mvolved m some 
other Essays But I forbear Tliese specimens are sufli-' 
cient for the pui’poso of informing the reader — ^tliat I do not 
WTite without 'a thoughtful consideration of my subject, 

Init assuredly avo cannot bo tsvcd.Avith that neglect No part of our 
Indnn Empiic, or of its adjacencies, but has'cccupied the researches 
of our oncntal scholars , 
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and abo— lliat to tlimk reasonablj upon luij- question, lias 
never been allowed by me as n suilicient ground foi W'riting 
upon it, unless I believed myself able to ofTei some considei- 
ablc noveltj Generally I claim (not arrogantly, but witli 
firmness) the merit of rectification applied to absolute 
cnors, or to injurious limitations of the truth 

Finally, as a third class, and, in virtue of then aim, as 
a far higher class of compositions included in the 'American 
Collection, I rank TIus Gonfession^ of an OjmiWrEater, and also 
(but more emphatically) the jSitgnna de Prcjfundis On tliese, 
as modes of impassioned prose ranging under no precedents 
that I am aw'are of in any literature, it is much more diffi- 
cult to speak justly, w liether in a hostile or a friendly char- 
acter As jet, neither of these two works has ever received 
the least degree of that correction and pruning which both 
require so extensively , and of the Suspiria not moie than 
peihaps one-third has yet been printed "When both have 
been fully revised, I shall feel myself entitled to ask foi a 
more determinate adjudication on their claims as works of 
art At present I feel aiithoased to make haughtier pieton- 
sions in right of their conception than I shall ventuie to do, 
under the peril of bemg supposed to charactense their execu- 
tion Two remarks only I shall address to the equity of nij' 
reader First, I desire to lemmd him of the perilous diffi- 
culty besieging all attempts to clothe in words the visionaij'- 
scenes denved from the world of dreams, where a single false 
note, a single word in a wrong key, rums the whole music , 
and, secondly, I desire him to consider the utter sterility of 
universal literature in this one department of impassione'd 
prose , winch certainly argues some singular difficulty, 
suggestmg a singular duty of indulgence in cnticismg any 
attempt that even imperfectly succeeds The sole Confes- 
sions, belonging to past times, that have at all succeeded in 
engaging the attention of men, are those of St Austin and 
of Fousseau. TJie very idea of breathmg a record of human 
passion, not into the ear of the random crow d, but of the 
saintly confessional, argues an impassioned themn Impas- 
sioned, therefore, should be the tenor of the composition. 
Now’, in St Augustine’s Gonfesswns is found one most 
impassioned passage, — ^vi/., the lamentation for the death 
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of lus joutliful fiieinl jii tlic 4 111 Book^ one, and no 
more. Pmlliei’, tlieie is uotlinig In Tlonssean there is not 
even so niucli In the whole n ork there is nothing gi'andlj 
aflectuig hnt the -charactei and the inexplicable miser}' of 
the wilier 

Meantime, by what accident, so foieign to my nature, do 
I find myself laying foundations tow aids a higher x aluation 
of my own woikinaiiship ? Oh, leader, I have been talking 
idly I care not for any x’aluation that depends upon coni- 
pariboa xnth others Place me wlieie you will, on the scale 
of comp.inson only suffer me, though standing lowest in 
}'oiu catalogue, to rejoice in the recollection of letters ex- 
pressing the most fervid interest m particular passages or 
scenes of the Confcmoni, and by lebound fioni than, an 
iiiteiest in then author • suffer me also to anticipate that, 
on the publication of some paits yet in aiieai of the/S'Mqnna, 
you }our«elf maj possibly wiite a lettei to me, protesting 
that your dioaiijiiobatiou is just wheie it was, but nexerthe- 
Icss that you aie disposed to sliake hands wnth me — by way 
of proof that you like me bettei than I desei ve 
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CHAPTER 

PAUCMAGB ASD TUE PATERNATj HOME^ 


Ah' faUiei was a plam and unpretending man, who began 
life ■svillv wlvat is consu\cm\ in EngUud (or iitts considered) 
a small fortune, vir , six thousand pounds.^ I once lieartl a 
young' liaukei in Liierpool, with the general assent of those 
who heard luni, fix upon that identical sum of six thousand 
pounds as exemplifying, for the standaixl of English life, the 
absolute ijiui? of a dangerous inheiitance , just too little^ as 
he said, to pioniise comfort or real independence, and yet 
large enough lo operate as a temptation to indolence Six 
thousand pounds, therefore he consideicd in the light of a 
snare to a j oung man, and almost as a malicious bequest. 
On the othei hand, Ludlow, the regicide, who, as the son of 

an English baionet, and as cx-commandcr-m-chief of the 

\ 

^ W hit 11 hero reproduced is an independent chnptcr is i portion 
of the first of Do Qiuncej s autohiographic articles in Tat(s Magazine. 
Tin, irliclo mil ho found m the number of that Jlagizme for February 
1834 TJiongh De Quiiicoj availed liiinsclf of that article, as well as 
of others in BUichaood and in Mogg's Instnictar, when he recast his 
autobiographic records, -for fresh publication in 1853, be omitted this 
portion of it As it seems essential, however, m preparation for what 
IS to follow, 1 hue icnlured to xestoio it and to giio it a title — SI 

" Do Qniiicey’s father called himself simply liomas Qumcey, with- 
out any prefix of Sc, and was known bj that name from about 1779 
to 1793 in the business woild of Slancbester — SI 
, X’OT,. T 
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Parliament caialij, etc , knew well ivlmt belonged lo elegant 
and luxurious life, iccoids it as bis oi>inion of an Englisbiuan 
11 Lo Lad sLelteiecl bun fioni state blood-bounds^ that in 
possessing an annual reienuc of ;6l00, be enjoyed all tbe 
solid comforts of this life,— neitbei biiiiself rapacious of Ins 
neigbbour’s goods, noi neb enough in bis own peraon to offer 
a niaik to tbe rapacitj of others Tins was in 1660, when 
the expenses of In mg in England w ere not so u idely leinoved, 
agnails aquandis, fiom tbe coninion aieiage of this day , both 
scales being far below that of tbo long war-period winch 
follow ed the Fiencb Hei olution 

Wliat 111 one man, however, is wnse moderation, may 
liappen in another, differently circumstanced, to be positive 
injustice, or sordid inaptitude to aspire At^ or about^ his 
26th j ear, my father inained , and it is probable that the 
pretensions of mj mothei, whieli were, in some lespects, 
more elevated than his owm, might concur with his own 
activity of mind to break the temptation, if for him any 
temptation had ever existed, to a life of obscure repose ^ Tins 
small fortune, in a country so expensive as England, did not 
promise to his wife the style of In mg to which she had been 
accustomed Eiery man wishes for his wife w'hat, on his 
own account, he might readily dispense with Partly, theie- 
fore, with a new to what he would consider as her reasonable 
expectation^ he entered into tiade as an Irish and a West 
Indian merchant But there is no doubt that, e\en apait 
from consideration for his wife, the general tone of feeling 
in English societj , w'hich stamps a kind of disieputableness 
on the avowed intention to do nothing, would, at any late, 
bare sent him into some mode of active life In saying that 
he was a JVest Indian merchant, I must be careful to acqiut his 
iiieinorj of any connexion with the slaie trade, by which so 
many foi tunes were made at that era in Liverpool, Glasgow', 
etc Whatever may be thought of slavery itself as modified 
in the British colonies, or of the remedies attempted foi that 
evil by modern statesmanship , of the kidnajiping, murdering 

‘ The iniulen name of De Qmneej’s mother was Elizabeth Peiison 
About or shortly after the date of her marriage, tw o brothel's of hers 
went out to Bengal as ofiicers in tlie service of the East India 
Company — M , ‘ 
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flaie-irade,^ there cannot be two opinions and niy fotbcr, 
tbougli connected with tbc "Wcsfe’^ Indian trade in all honour- 
able branclic', nas so far from lending himself eien by a 
pobSivi, coircuimice to tins most memorable abomination, that 
he was one of those conscientious pioteslers nho, throughout 
England, for a long period aftei the first publication 2 of 
Olarlvson’s famous Essay, aud the evidence delivered before 
the House of Commons, strictly abstained fiom the use of 
sugar in Ins own family 

Meantime, as lespectcd some paramount feelings of my 
after life, I dicw from both parents, and the sei oral as jiccts 
of their characters, great advantages Each, in a diftoiont 
sense, was a high-toned moralist , and my mother had a 
separate ad\*antage, as compared with peisons of that itnilc, 
in high-bred and polished manners Every man has his oini 
standard of a sxmmum honum, as cvemplified in the .arrange- 
ments of life -Eor my oivn pait, -without tioubling others 
as to my pecidiar likings and dishkings, in points nhioh 
illustrate nothing, — I shall acknowledge frankly that m 
every scheme of social happiness I could ei cr frame, the spirit 
of maniters entered largely as an indispensable element 
Tlieltahan ideal of their oim language, as a spoken one, is 
expressed thus — Bomam there must 
ho >lwo elements — the Florentine choice of words, and the 
Florentine idiom, concnrrmg -with the Roman pronunciation 

^ The confusion of slavcrif inth the slave-trade, at one tune, was 
nutvcrsal But no-wadays it is supposed h} ninny to bo a supcrilnons 
care, if one is sedulous to mark live distiuchon m a pointed way Yet 
it urns but last 3 car that, bappemng to converse with a ici^' respect- 
able and uell'inforincd surgeon in the north, I found him assuniing, 
as a matter of course, that cmanajiatton, etc., hid been tbc express 
and immediate object of tVilberforco, Clarkson, etc , in their long 
CLUsado nor could I satisfy him that, howci er vUmatehj contemplating 
that result, thej had even found it necessarj to disown it as a present 
object 

® Writing where T ha\o no books, like Salmasiub, I make all my 
references to a forty 3 ears’ course of rending, b3 mcmor3' In civry 
case except where I make a formal citation marked as such, this is to - 
be niidcrstood My dironolog5’- on tins particular subject is rather 
uncertain Clarkson’s Essa5 (originall3 Latin) jmblisbed, X think, in 
17 S 7 , Anthoin Beneret’s book, Granvillo Sharpe’s Trial of the Slave 
question in a court of justice — ^theso were the openings then came 
Wilberforce, Clarkson’s second -uork, the Eaadence before Parliament 
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Parodying this, I ^lould exiiress my conception of a society 
(suppose a household) entirely TicU constituted, and fitted to 
yield the giealest amoiuit of lasting pleasure, in these terms, 
—the morals of the middle classes of England, combined 
with the manners of the highest , or, more pointedly, by the 
morals of the geiitrj, intli the manners of the iiobality 
Manuel'S more noble, or more polished than the manners of 
the English nobihty, I cannot iinagme , iioi, on the other 
hand, a mordity which is built less upon the mere amiable- 
iiess of quick sensibilities, or more entiielj upon , massy ' 
subSti actions of pimciple and conscience, than the morality of 
the Biitish middle classes Books, literature, institutions of 
police, facts innumerable, witliin my own experience, and 
open to all the woild, can be brought to bear inth a world of 
evidence upon this subject I am aware of the anger which 
I shall rouse in many minds by both doctiines, but I am 
not disposed to concede any point of w’hat to me appears the 
tnitli, either to gem al misanthropy and cynicism, to 
political prejudices, or to anti-national feeliiig Such notices 
as have occurred to me on these subjects, witlim my pmsonal 
cxpenence, I shall bnng forward as they happen, to aiise 
Let them be met and opposed as they shall deserve Morals- 
are sturdy things, and not so much liable to erroneous 


valuation But the fugitive, volatile, imponderable essences 
which concern the spiiit of manners, are Jcally not susceptible 
of anj just or intelligible treatment l:^' mere w'ords and 
distinctions, unless m so fai as they arc yssistejUaud inter- 
preted by continual illustrations fr^—i^joluto experience 
Meantime, the reader wnUito *me of an anstocratic 

feeling, now that he undeiWa" tjjat I admire in 

the aristocracy, and with w lia'jLLSjjon B is my infirmity, 
if the leader chooses -?°'Cn;S: tMliatI cannot frame 
an ideal of society, happily .nthout includmg, as 

a tonoat te, and Wa-e, »*»« 

refinements in the spirit of msiW many excellent 

p»pla, aU a, X , 

the same spint, but ^^thA|’■lf ® , j jj^ng the least 
effeminacj, even m the excess!^"* ' j jt, far better 
and more cheerfuUy I could dJ\^ some part of tlie 

downright necessaries of life, tW®"® j^certam cimumstanccs 
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of .'Irjrtnre ami jir.ijiricl) in tlm dnih linWl^ of using 
tfu im 

WjUj Jluj=e nml, if llm rcmlci* choo'cs, these 

hiricimtle-*, I »i n wngulatlj foituinto pcwtion 

Mv hithe*-, aa I h,i\i ‘•nui, had iu» hiininni qinhtu's hut the 
Moni jiiUj'ritj 'wiilrh 1 hiue altTilmltil (o In*, chs^ wn -5 so 
}wtuij.,i!\ m Aiw, (hat lu mye.nh Iifo, ami for 

Hiinv yrir^t itli r hi® drath, I mcwioii illj mot sfnuigcrs who 
wnuhl ‘ ij lo i«t\ rIjuo I ihc sanii* form of wortlb, (so 
cssentnl WHS liuir hiinnoin a<* to the tluiig) — “Sn, 1 knew 
jour f"fh‘r* ho wim the ino'-f upright man I o\cr met with 
in m\ life.” Kohthlj, that 1 reineml(Oi, pmisal him imilor 
tt.e tiuliott of n clever tunii, or a miia of talent. Vet that lie 
wa) «iii in fomo *«lMl^hnntc seiKc m prolnhle, both from Ins 
fiiji'is -vS «>? a lusn of hnsincs', aiul moie uneqniioaillj'in other 
Witt®, Ho wrote n hook and, though not a hook of much 
ptsUnsoti in It* snhju’t, jet m thovc* dujs to hi\o wnltcn n 
l*!K>k 'll nil w IS citiditahJo to a jufiuV aetmti of imud, and 
t'l M« tt length of rharul«i,m neling without a precedent 
In th' c^eentioiij this Iwok was reallj itsimcliblo As to 
tl'C •■iibjt^t^ It was a «lvt.te!i of ii lour m the niulhtnd counties 
of En-dnud, in one octal a \olunu The plan upon whidi it 
wiw ennstnii'b'd mtide it toleiahh init lell lueoun , foi thiuugh- 
oal the tom i double piirjiose was kejit IxTore the icndui — 
’ll?, of aUeiition to the Kine Ails, in a gciieial nccounl of 
the p lint nigs and statues m llic prmeipal iniiusioiis Ijing 
nejir the line of his loiite , niid, sicoiullj, of attention to the 
.Metlnntf Arl«, a, di«ptitted in the canals, inamifactones, etc , 
then ii« 5 i)g cirrywhcie into nUttilj, and quickened into a 
hauler direlopment b> Arkwnglil and the Peels ni one 
diri.ction, ind, in another, b\ Brmdlei, the engmeci, nndei 
ttn* palTfiinu'e of the Duke of lindgew nUu This Duke, bj 
the w/ij, wan guided by an accident of life, concnrinig with 
Ins own disposition, and Inn gloonij Bensibihly to the wioiig 
or the nidignitj be had Buffered, into those ascetic liabita 
winch left Ins incouic di«iiosublo for canals, and for the 
1> ltroni“nig of Butidlcy, He had hcen jilted and in con-; 
scqiionec he bf t*une a w oiiiAn-halei — a niihogyiiist — as bitter ’ 
<13 Enrijiidi'n, On seeing a woman apinoaDniig, he would 
** qnaij.1 r,” and vig zng to any eatent, rather than face her 
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Being, by tins accident of Ins life, released from tlie expenses 
of a ducal estabbsliment, he uas the better able to create that 
immense uealth uliicli afterwards yielded vast estates to the 
then Mai'qius of Stafford, to the Earl of Bridgewater, etc 
In its outline and conception, my father’s book ivas exactly 
what IS so much ivanted at this time for the wdiolo' island, 
and was some jears ago pointed out by the Quartet ly Semm . 
as a desideratum not easily supplied — viz., a guide to the 
whole wealth of art, aboie groimd and below, which, m this^ 
land of ours, every square mile crow'ds upon the notice of 
strangers In the style of its execution, and the alternate 
treatment of the mechanic arts and the fine arts, the work 
resembles the well-known tours of Aithur Young, which 
blended rural industry wuth picture gallenes , excepting only 
that in my father’s I remember no politics, perhaps because 
it was written before the French Eevolution ^ Partly, 
perhaps, it might be a cause, and partly an effect, of this 
attention paid by my father to the galleries of art m the 
aristocratic mansions that throughout the principal rooms 
of his oivn house there were scattered a small collection of 
paintings by old Italian masters I mention this fact, not ns 
a circumstance of exclusive elegance belonging to my father’s 
establishment, but for the i ery opposite reason, as belonging 
very generally to my father’s class Many of them possessed 
collections much finer than his , and I remember that tiio of 
the few visits on which, when a child, I w'as allow'cd to 
accompany my mother, w ere expresslj to see a picture-gallery, 
belonging to a merchant, not much wealthier than my fathei 
In leality, I cannot say anj thing more to the honour of tins 
mercantile class than the fact that, being a wealthy class, 

* Tlio hoiA bj De Qumccy’s father here described was published in 
London in 1775, when the author was but in his twentj -third jear 
It was entitled A Short Tour m the Midland Counties of JSngland, 
Verfonied m Vie Summer of 1772, together with an Aeeoimt of a 
similar Seeursion undertalMi Septemlier 1774, but tho grentei 
portion of tho Tolninc Ind previously appeared in the Oentleman’s 
AlagiKine, in sncccssne instalments in the months of May, June, Julj, 

^ ugust ,^ and ^pteinber 1774, with the supcrscnption “By T 

rs indicate the authorship Having examined the articles os 

Magazine, lean 1 ouch for tho perfect accuracy 
of Be Qiiiiicey s descnption of his father’s book — -M 
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and living vvitli a fiee and libeial expenditiuc, tliey applied a 
very considerable proportion of tins expendituie to intellectual 
pleasures — to pictmes, very commonly, as I have iiicntioiicd 
— to libeml society — and, m a large iiicasiire, to books 
Yet, nlulst tlio nliole body of the mercliants in the place 
lived in a stjle nbicli, foi its mixed libeiality and elegance, 
resembled that of Yenetian merchants, there n ns little about 
themselves or their establishments of cxtci ml splendour, — 
that IS, in features uliich met the public eye According to 
the manners of then country, the iiiteinal economj' of their 
establishments erred by too much profusion They had too 
many servants, and those servants ueie maintained in a 
style of luxury and comfoit not often matched in the 
mansions of the nobility On the other hand, none of 
these were kept for show or ostentation , and, accordingly, it 
was not V'Cij' common to find servants in liver}'- The 
women had then fixed and appropriate duties , but the men 
acted 111 mixed capacities Cairiages w ere not veiy comraonlj 

kept , even whcie from one to tw o thousand a vear might 
bo spent. There was in this tow ii a good deal of society , 
somewhat better in an intellectual sense than such as is 
meicly literary, for that is, of all societies, the feeblest 
From the clerg3'meii, the medical body, and the merchants, 
vVas supported a Philosophical Societ)'-, w ho regulni Ij published 
their Transactions And some of the membeis w ere of a lank 
in science to corresiiond w itb D’Alembert, and otheis of the 
leading Parisian wits and literati Yet so little even here 
did mere outside splendour and imposing names avail against 
the palpable evidence of things — against inother-w it and 
natural lobustncss of intellect — that the particiilai ph} sician 
who chiefly conesponded with the Encj clopcdists, spite of 
Ills Bufloii, Ins Diderot, Ins D’Alcmbeit, by whom, m fact, 
he swore, and whose fiotliy letters ho kept like amulets in 
his pocket-book, ranked in general esteem as no better than 
one of the sons of the feeble , and the treason went so far as 
Eometmies to compiehend his coiicspondents — the great men 
of the Academy — ^in the same derogatory estimate , and, in 
reality, tlieir punted letters are evidences enough that no 
great wrong was done tlieni-^bemg gcnerallj' vapid, and as 
much inferior to Gray’s letters, recently made popular hv 
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Jlason’s life, as these again ate, in spirit, and nmvet^—not to 
Cowper’s onlj, but to many an unknown woman’s in eieiy 
night of the j ear— little thought of perhaps hj her corre- 
spondent, and destined pretty certainly to ohliMon 

One uord onlj I shall add, desciiptive of my father’s 
library, because in desciihuig his, I desciihe those of 
all his class. It was lery extensive, comprehending the 
nhole general liteiature both of England and Scotland for the 
precedmg generation It was impossible to name a booh in 
the classes of history, biography, vojages and travels, belles 
lettres, or popular dmuity, nluch was wanting And to 
these was added a pretty complete body of local tours (such 
as Pennant’s) and topography, many of which last, being 
illustrated extensively with plates, were fixed for ever in the 
recollections of children But one thing was noticeable, — all 
the boohs were English Tliere w'as no affectation, either in 
iny father or mother, of decorating their tables wuth foreign 
books, not better than thousands of corresponding books in 
their mother idiom , or of painfuUj spelling out the contents, 
obscuielj aud doubtfullj, as must always happen when 
people have not a familiar oral acquaintance with the whole 
force and value of a lauguage. How often, upon the table of 
a modern litterateur, languid, peihaps, and dyspeptic, so as to 
be in no condition for enjoying anythmg, do we see boohs 
Ijing in SIX or eight different languages, not one of which he 
Ins mastered in a degree putting him really and unaffectedly 
in possession of its idiomatic wealth, or reallj and senouslj 
in a condition to seek his unaffected pleasures in that language. 
Besides, what reason has any man looking only for etijoyraent 
to import exotic luxuries, until he has a little exliausted those 
which ai-e native to the soil ? Are Abana and -Pharpar, 
niers of Damascus, better indeed than all the watcis of 
Israel ? True it is, there are different reasons for learning a 
language , and with some I have here nothmg to do But 
wliere the luxuries of literatuie are the things sought, I can 
understand why a Dane should Icai-n English , because Ins 
native literature is not wide, noi very original , and the best 
modem writers of his country have a luck of writing in 
German, w ith a v icw to a laigcr audience. Even a Spaniard, 
or a Portuguese, might, with much good sense, acquire at some 
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pains tlie Englisli oi the Geinian j because his own literature, 
with a few siilentlid jew els, is not mounted in all departments 
equally welL But is it for those who hai e fed on the gifts 
of Ceres to discard, tlieni for acorns ? This is to reierse the 
old nil thological historj’^ of human progress Now, foi 
example, one ot the ridiest depaitmcnts in English literature 
' happens to be its drama, fiom the reign of EIiAiboth to the 
Bin liaiuentaij Wai Such auotliei exlubition of human life 
under a most picturesque form of manners and a stage of 
society so nch in onginal portraitnie, and in strength of 
character, has not existed elsewhere, nor is eiei likely to 
iciolve upon ourselves The tragic drama of Qi’cece is the 
only section of literature having a coirespondmg interest or 
1 alue Well , few readera aie now' much acquainted w itli 
this section of literatuie, even tlie powerful sketches of 
Beaumont and Fletcher, who, in tlieu comic delineations, 
approadi to SliakspeaieJ lie coieied with dust, and jetj 
wlulst these things are, some twenty 3 earn ago we all saw the 
and st erdit ^es of Alfleri promoted to a place in cveiy young 
lady’s boudoir It is true that, in this paiticiilar instance, 
the undue honour paid to this lifeless painter of life and this 
nndramatic dramatist was owing to the accident of his 
memoirs having been just then published , and tiue also it 
IS ^tliat the insipid dramas, unable to sustain themselves, 
hai 0 long since sunk back into oblmon But other waiters, 
-not bettei, aie still succeeding, as must eier be the case 
w itli readera not sufficiently masters of a language to brmg 
the true pretensions of a work to aiij' test of feeling, and who 
are for cier mistaking foi some pleasuie conferred by the 
writer what is in tact the pleasure^ naturally attached to the 
sense of a difficulty 01 erconie 

Not only were th<^ in my father’s librari' no books 
(tvcept English, but eien amongst those tlieie W'ere none 
connected wnth the Black Leltei literatuie , none in fact, of 
anj' kind which piesiipposeiT study and labour foi theii 
enjoj'iuent. It was a poor libiaii', on this account, for a 
scholar or a man of research. Its use and purpose w as mere 

- ' TLei'c can Lo no doubt that tins particular mistake has been a 

chief cause of the \astly OMggerated appreciation of much that Is 
mediocre in Greeic literature. 
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enjoyment, instnnt amusement, without effort or affectation , 
hut still liberal and intellectual Living in the country, as 
most of his order did, my father could not look to a theatre 
foi his eieniug pleasures — or to any public resort To a 
theatre he vent only ulien he took his familj’’, and that 
might be once in five yeais Books, gaidens on a large 
scale, and a greenhouse, Mere the means generally relied on 
for daily pleasure The last, in particular, svas so commonly 
attached to a house that it formed a jinncipal room in the 
country-house, ivith the modest name of The Farm, in svlncli 
I passed mj infancy , it uas Qie piincipal room, as to dimen- 
sions, in a spacious house which my father built for himself, 
and was not wanting, on some scale or other, in any one house 
of those which I most visited when a school-boy 

I may finish my portrait of my father and Ins class by 
saying that Cowper was the poet whom they generally most 
valued , but Dr Jolinson, who had only just ceased to be a 
In mg author, was looked up to with considerable reverence, 
upon mixed feelings partly for liis courage, his sturdy and 
uncomplying inoralitj , and, according to hw views, ' for 
his general love of truth , and (as usual) for his diction 
amongst all who loved the stately, the processional, the 
artificial, and even the inflated, — with the usual dissent on 
the part of all wdio w ere more open to the natural graces of 
mother English and idiomatic liveliness Finally, I may add 
111 It there w’as too little music in those houses in those dai s , 
and that the reverence paid to learning, — to scholastic erudi- 
tion, I mean, — was dispropoitionate and excessive Not 
having had the ad\ antages of a college education themselves, 
my father and his class looked up with too much admiiation 
to those who had , asciibing to them, with a natural modestyj 
a superiority greatly bej ond the fact , and, not allow ing 
themselves to see that business, and the practice of life, had 
gii cn to themseli es coiiiitei’vailing advantages , nor discern- 
ing that too often the scholar had become dull and co matose 
over his books , whilst the activity of trade, and the strife of 
practical business, had sharpened their oivn judgments, set 
an edge upon then undeistaiidings, and increased the mobility 
^ their general powers As to the general esteem for 
Cowjiei, that was inei liable his picture of an Fiiglisli rural 
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„ firo-siile, ita long iMnter eveiniig, the sofa -nliceled round 
to tho fire, the uia«isv tli applies dcjjenduig fioni the •\vindous, 
the tea-tahlo with its “ bubbling and loud-Iussing uin,’* the 
newspaper and the long debate, — Pitt and Fox luhng the 
senate, and KiskiHc the bar, — nil thib held up a mere minor 
to that particular peinod and their onn paiticular house'* , 
nhiJst the chaRictcr of his nn.il scenery nas exnctlj' the 
same m Con per s experience of England ns in then oun 
*^0 that, in all these features, they recognised Ihcir countr)'- 
inan and their contemporary, nho saw things fiom the same 
station as themselves , ululsthis moral denunciations upon all 
gicat public <iucstions thou afloat were cast in the verj same 
mould of conscientions principle as their omi In sapng 
tliflt, I mean upon all questions where the moral heanngs of 
the case (ns in the slave-trade, leitrts de cachet, etc.) uere 
open to no doubt They all agreed in being ver} solicitous 
in a point uhich eiidently gives no concern at all to a French- 
man, VIA that in her public and foinign acts their country 
slioiild he in the nghk In other respects, upon politics, 
there were great differences of opinion, especially tin oughoiit 
the American "Wnr, until the French Reiolution began to 
ebange its fn‘<5t features of promise. After that, a gieat 
monotony of opinion iirei ailed foi many leais amongst all of 
that class 
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ran AFFUCTIOIf OP childhood' 

About the close of iny sixth year, suddenly the first chaplet 
of mj life came to a iiolent termination, that . chapter 
■which, even, within the gates of recovered Paradise, might 
merit a remembrance “ Life is Finished ! ” was the secret 
niisginni; of my heart , for the heart of infancy is as appre- 
hensnc as that of niaturest insdom in relation to any capital 
wound inflicted on the happiness is Fim^ied l 

Finiihed it is I” was the hidden meamng that, half-nncon- 
eciously to m> self, lurked within my siglis , and, as hells 
heard from a distance on a summer evenmg seem charged' at 
times with an articulate form of words, some monitory 
message, that rolls round unceasmgly, even so for me some 
noiseless and subterraneous voice seemed to chant contmii- 
allv a secret word, made audible only to niy own heart — 
that “now is the blossoming of life withered for ever” 
Not that such woids formed themselies i ocally witliin my 
car, or issued audibly fiom mj lips but such a wlusper 
stole silently to my heart Yet in what sense could that be 
true? For an infant not more than six jears old, was it 
possible that the promises of life had been really bhghted 1 

’ Tins clnptcr is mainlj a reproduction, bat with nlterations, 
omis->ioiis, mil additioiLS, of poitioiis of the “ Suspina do Profondis ” 
artiidcs m Bladneood for 1815, bat there arc tinges from the aiito- 
biegraphic article in Tail for February 1834 and also from tbe first 
nntobiognjdilc steteb iii ITogii s Inslnictor for 1861 The title of the 
chapter i« leiamcd from IHaclacood — M. 
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or its golden plcasmcs exhausted Had I seen Rome? 
Had I lead Milton? Had I heard Mozait ? Ho St 
Peter’s, the Paradw: Lost^ the divine melodies of Dort 
Gwvamvi^ all alike -were as yet imrevealed to me, and not 
more through the accidents of my position than thiough 
the' necessity of my yet imperfect sensibilities. Raptures 
there imght be in arrear, but raptures are modes of 
troubled pleasuie " The peace, the rest, the central security 
uhich belong to love that is past all imdcistandmg — these 
could return no more Such a love, so unfathomable — such 
a peace, so'unveved by stoims, or the fear of stoims — ^had 
brooded over those four latter years of my infancy, which, 
bionght me into special relations to my eldest sister , she 
being at this period three years older than myself The 
circumstances which attended the sudden dissolution of tlus 
most tender connection I wiU here reheaise. And, that I 
- may do so more intelligibly, I will first desciibe that seienc 
and sequesteied position which we occupied in life ^ 

Any espiession of personal vaiiiiy, intiuding upon im- 
passioned records, is fatal to then* eftect — as being incom- 
patible witli that absorption of ^mt and that self-oblivion 
in which only deep passion oiigmates, or can find a genial 
home It would, therefore, to myselt be exceedingly painful 

As occasions anso in tlieso Sketches, when, merely for tlio pur- 
poses of intelhgihility, it becomes requisite to call into notice such 
personal distmotiOiis in my family as otherwise might he iinimpoitanti 
' 1 here record tho entire list of mj brothers and sisters, according to 
then order of auooession , and Miltonically I lucludo mjself , having 
‘ surely as much logical right to count myself in tho senes of my own 
brothers as Milton could liaio to pronoimco Adam tho goodliest of his 
own sons First and last, wo counted ns eight children — viz , foiii 
brothers and four sisters, though never counting more than six living 
at once — ^viz , 1 IViUiam, older than myself by more than five 
years , 2 Elisabeth , 3 Jane, vho died in her 4tli ycai , ^4 

Mary , 5 myself, certainly not tho goodliest man of men since horn 
iny brothers 6 Richard, known to its all by the household name of 
PwiI, who in his after years tilte^ up and down what might then be 
called his Britannic Majesty’s'SiSans (viz , tho Atlantic and Pacific) 
in the quality of midshipman, nntil "Waterloo in one day put an 
extinguisher on that whole generation of niidshipmon, by extinguish- 
ing all further call for their services, 7 a second Ainc, 8 Henry, 
' a posthumous child, who belonged to Brasonoso College, Oxford, and 
died about his 26th j ear ■ 
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that even a shadow, oi so mndij as a scermwj expression of 
that tendenej', should creep into these rcniinisccnces And 
jet, on the other hand, it is so impossible, ivithout laying 
an iivjunous leslramt upon the natuial moiementof such 
anarraliie, to pieicnt oblique gleams reaching the reader., 
from such cncunistances of luxury or aiistoeratic elegance 
as Bunonndod childhood, that on all accounts I think 
It better to tell him, from the first, with the simplicity of 
truth, in what order of society mj familj'^ moved at the time 
from whidi this piehmmary narratne is dated Otherwise 
it might happen that, merely by itpoihng faithfully ilic 
facts of this early experience, 1 could hardly piovont the 
readei from receding an impression as of some higher rank 
than did really belong to my’ family And this impression 
might seem to liave been designedly insinuated hj’ myself 

Mj father was a meichant , not in the sense of Scotland, 
where it means a retail dealer, one, for instance, who sells 
groceries in a cellar, hut in the English sense, a sense 
rigorously exclnsixe , that is, he was a man engaged in 
foreign commerce, and no other , theiwfore, in wholesale 
commerce, and no other — winch last limitation of the 
idea 18 important, because it brings him xvithin the benefit 
of Cicero’s condescending distinction^ — ^as one who ought 
to be despised certainly, hut not too intensely to he despised 
eien bv a Roman senator He — this imperfectly despicable 
man — died at an early age, and \erj soon after the inci- 
dents recorded in this chapter, leaiing to his family, then 
consisting of a wife and six childrui, an unburdened estate 
producing evacllv^lGOO a-year^ Naturally, therefore, at 
the date of ray narrative— whilst he was still living— he had 
an income very much larger, from the addition of current 
commercial profits Now, to any man wrho is acquainted 
with commercial hfe as it exists in England, it will readily 

1 Cicero, in a well hnown p-ws-ige ot 1ns BOaes, speahs ol 
trade is irredeemnbly base, if iietty, but as not so absolutely felomons 
if wnolesale 

- Eis grwestone in the churebjanl of St Anne’s, Manchester, 
bow tins mscriptiOB “Thomas Qmiicei, nierehant, who Hied July 
18, 1/13, aged 40 jears Tlits luformalion is from a piper by Mr 
John Elans in xol v (1879) of the Papers and Proceedings of the 
Manchester Literary Club — 5L 
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occui, that in an opulent English 'family of that class — 
opulent, though not eiuphahc.illy jjc 7 nn a ineicantilc esti- 
mate — the domestic econoiu} is , pretty siire to iiioi e uiion a 
6 c.ile of bbeiahty altogether iinknonil amongst the corre- 
S|tonding oiders in foreign nations The cstahlishment of 
servants, for instance, in such houses, measuied even 
numerically against those cstahlishments in other nations, 
would someuhat surjnise the foreign appraiser, simply as 
intei’pretiug the rclatn e station in societj occupied by the 
English merchant. But this same establishment, 1111011 
measuied by the quality and amount of the provision made 
for its comfoit, and oven elegant accommodation, would 
fill him nitli tiiofold astonishment, as intcrinetiiig equally 
the social laluation of the English mei chant and also the 
social valuation of tlio Eiigbsli sen’ant foi, in the truest 
sense, England is the paradise of household sen ants. Liberal 
housekeeping, in fact, as e\tendiiig itself to the meanest 
sen ants, and the disdaui of petty parsimonies, are peculiar 
to England And in this respect the families of Eiigbsh 
merchants, as a class, far outrun the scale of expenditure 
preTOlent, not only amongst the coiresponding bodies of 
contmcnhil nations, but even anlongst the pooler sections 
of our on n iiobibty — though confessedly the most splendid 
111 Eiuope , a fact which, since the penod of my infancy, I 
have had many personal opportunities for veiifjing both in 
England and in Ii eland From this pecubai anomaly, 
affecting the domestic economy of English mei chants, there 
arises a disturbance upon the usual scale for measiuuig the 
iclations of rank The equation, so to speak, between rank 
and the oiduiary evpiessions of rank, uliich usually runs 
parallel to the giaduations of expenditure, is here inter- 
lupted and confounded, so that one lank iioiild be collected 
from the name of the occupation, and another rank, much 
higher, fiom the splendoiu of the domestic mdnage I warn 
the reader, therclore (or, rathei, my explanation has already 
named him), that he is not to infer, fiom any casual indi- 
c.itions of luxmy or eleg.ince, a coiresponding elevation of 
rank 

We, the childien of the house, stood, in fact, upon the 
very happiest tier in the social scaffoldmg for all good 
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influcaces The piaj or of Agjur— “ Gn e ino neithei t>o\ city 

nor riches nas realised for as That Messing we had, 
being neither too high not too Ion High enough i\e nei-e 
to see models of good manners, of self-respec^ and of 
simple dignity , obscuto enough to he left in tiie si\ ectest 
of solitudes. Amply furmshed with all the nobler benefits 
of wealth, nith extra means of health, of inldlectnal cul- 
ture, and of elegant eiyoyment, on the other hand, ne knew 
nothing of its social distmctions Hot depressed by the con- 
Ecionsness of prnations too soidid, not tempted into rest- 
lessness by the consciousness of piinleges too aspmng, ne 
had no motives for shame, iic had none for piulc Giatefnl, 
also, to this hour I am that, amidst liiMUies in aU things 
else, ne were trained to a RparUin siinpheity of diet — ^Ihat 
nc fated, m fact, lery ninth less sumptnously tlian the 
'cuants And if (after the model of the Eraiieror hfartns 
Anrclins) I should return thanks to Prondcnce foi all the 
separate hlcssings of luy early situation, these four I would 
single out as norlhy of special toramcmoratiou — that I lived 
in a rustic solilinlo , that this solitude n as in England , that 
my infant feelings n ere moulded hj the gentlest of sisters, 
and not hj homd, pugilistic brothers , finally, that I and 
thej Merc dutiful and loiing menibei's of a pure, holy, and 
luaguiriccnt chinch 

The eaihcst incidents ra mj life which loft slings m ray 
incinorj so as W> bo rcmeiubered at tins day w ere two, and 
both before I could have completed mj second j ear , namely , 
first, a remarkable dream of terrific grandcai about a 
faioniitc nurse, which is intciesting to mjself for this reason 
— that it dcmonstiates inj dreaming tendencies to ha^ e been 
constitutional, and not dejrendent upon laudanum ^ , and, 
secondly, Uie fact of baling connected a profound sense of 

* It IS true that in those Uivs partgoncjUxir ivns occasional!) 
giittt to diildren m colds , and in tins inedi^no there is a small pro 
portion of HmHnutnX But no medicine Tras ever ndnunistercd to 
nnj member of onr lYnTsory except nnder medical sanction , and 
this, assnrctllj, vonld n>t haie been obtained to the eshibition of 
liudmum xn case sucli mine. For I wtus noi raoro ttnn tvreuty- 
cae months old , at wluoJkago the action of opinm is oannciona, and 
tliercfore jicnions. a 
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patliOa with the rcippoarance, very eailv lu the spnng, of 
some ».ti>j:vises. Tins I mention as jnexphcahle , for such 
annual ro'^urrcctions of plant's and floiveis alTcct us only as 
inomortal*?, or suggestions of sonic Inghcr change, and tlierc- 
foto in connection with the idea of death, jet of death I 
coeld, ai tint tunc, have Lad no e\pciioncc whate\cr 

Tim, however, 1 was speedily to acquire. My two eldest 
us{ei> — chlest of three then livnng, and also elder than my- 
self — ^werc summoned to mi early dejith. The first who 
died was Tanc about two years older than raj self She 
was three and a half, I one and a half, more or less bj' 
some triilc that I do not recollect ^ But death wns then 
scarcidi mtelhgiWc to me, and I conld not so properly be 
said to suffer sorrow as a sad perjilc'citj* There was an- 
tither death in the house about the same time — mz, of a 
niatcnnl grandmother , but, as she had come to us for the 
express purpose of djing in her daughter’s socictj', and 
from illness had lived perfectly secluded, our nursery circle 
lait'W her hut little, and were certainly more affected by 
the deith (which I witnessed) of a beautiful bird — nz, a 
kingfisher, which Ind been injured by an accident. With 
mj* sntor Jane’s death (though otherwise, as I have said, 
less sorrowful than perplexing) there was, however, con- 
nected an incident which made a most fearful impression 
upon mj'sdf, deepening my tendencies to thoughtfulness 
and alwtraction beyond what would seem credible for mj' 
jeats If there was one thing in tins world from which, 
more than from any other, nature had forced me to revolt. 
It was biuUlily and violence. Now, a whisper arose in 
the familj' that a female servant, who bj- accident was 

^ Tlie'?anicpni\estoiic,mSt Anno’s Churclij'ard, Manchester, wLich 
rtconlcu the date of the death of Do Quincej ’s father in 1793 (see foot- 
note, i> SO) recorded the dates of the deaths of the two sisters 
The words are " Aho of Jane Qmncoy, daughter of Thomas and Eliza- 
beth 'Qmnecy, bom Sciitcmhcr 18, 1786, died March 1790 Also of 
Eluabcth Qnincev, their daughter, who died June 2, 1792, aged 
9 years " IT this is correct, Dc Qmncoy, though nght in giving tho 
ago of his sister Jane, at the lime of her death, as three and a half 
jears, seems to be wrong in making her older than himself She was 
jounger than hunsdf bj a whole year, — ^hc being in tho fifth year of 
his ( 1 ^ when she died His memory here seems to hare rorersed 
their relations of age. — ^M 

von. 1 


n 
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draTO off from her proper duties to attend my sister Jane 
for a day or two, had on one occasion treated her harshly, 
if not brutally , and as this ill-treatment happened within 
three or four days of her death, so tliat the occasion of it 
must have been some fretfulness m the poor child caused 
hv her sufferings, naturally there was a sense of awe and 
mdignation diffused through the family I hebeve "ihe 
story never reached my mother, and possibly it was ex- 
aggerated , but upon me the effect was terrific I did not 
often see the person charged with this crueltj' , but, when I 
did, my eyes sought the ground , nor could I have borne 
to look her in the face , not, however, in any spirit that 
could be called angei The feeling which fell upon me 
was a shuddenng horror, as upon a first gbmpse of the 
truth that I was in a world of evil and strife Though 
bom m a large town (the town of Manchester, even then 
among the lai^est of the island^ I had passed the whole of 
my childhood, except for the few earliest weeks, m a rural 
seclusion ^ TTith three innocent httle sisters for playmates, 
deeping always amongst them, and shut up for ever in a 
silent garden from all knowledge of poverty, or oppression, 
or outrage, I had not suspected until this moment the trae 

^ De Qamcey was bom in Manchester on the 15th of August 1785, 
and was baptized on the 23d of September, as appears from the 
Eegister of Baptisms in St Anne’s Church of that city “ September 
23, Thomas, son of Thomas and Blizabeth Quincej,” is the record, 
showing that his surname in his mfancy, and for an indefinite period 
afterwards, was simply Qmncey Though he was bom, as he here 
distmctlj tells ns, tn Manchester (particnlar street now unknown, 
though there have been attempts to identify it, and even the particular 
honse in it), the fact, also distinctly mentioned here, that he spent all 
his infanc}, after the first few weeks, in “a mral seclnsion,” has to 
be home in mind Till 1791 the family residence was a rastio cottage, 
called The Farm, some little way out of Manchester , after which it 
was Gretnhay, a mansion or villa which his father had bnilt about a 
mile out of Manchester, in what was then a mral suburb, though it 
has long been absorbed into the great toivn, and now forms a district 

^he town itself called commonly Greenheys, derived by extension of 
the name apparently from its original application to one notable 
mansion. Biographers of De Quincey has e till lately been strangely 
unanunons in the blunder of making him bom at Gieenhny a blunder 
from which even his tombstone in St Cnthbert’s Churchyard, Edm- 
nirgh, IS not free. “Bom ai GreenJtay, near Manchester," is part of 
the inscription.— >L ’ 
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completion of tlie woild in whicli myself and my sisteis 
were living Ilenccfornard the character of my thoughts 
changed greatly , for so representative are some acts, that one 
single case of the class is sufficient to throw open hefoic you 
the "Whole thcatie of possibilities inliliat direction I never 
licard that the woman accused of this ciuelty took it at all to 
iicait, even after the event which so immediately succeeded 
had reflected upon it a more painful emphasis But for 
injself, that incident had a lasting revolutionary power in 
colouring ihy estiihate of life. 

So passed away from earth one of those tliiee sisters tliat 
made up my nursery playmates , and so did my acquaint- 
ance (if such it could he called) commence ivith mortality 
Yet) in fact, I knew little more of mortality than that Jane 
had disappeared She had gone away , but, perhaps, she 
would come back Happy interval of heaven-bom igno- 
rance I Gracious immunity of infancy from sonow dispio- 
portioned to its strength! I w'as sad for Jane’s absence 
But still in my heart I trusted that she would come again 
Summer and wanter came again — crocuses and roses , why 
not little Jane ? 

Thus easily was healed, then, the first wound in my infant 
heart. -Not so the second For thou, deal, noble Ebzabeth. 
around wdiose ample brow, as often as thy sweet countenance 
uses upon the darkness, I fancy a tiaia of light or a gleam- ^ 
mg aureola ^ in token of thy premature intellectual grandeur ‘ 
— thou whose head, for its superb developments, was the 
astonishment of science ® — tliou ne\t, Jmt after an interval of 

^ "Aurcoto” — ^The aureola is the name given m the “Legends of 
the Christian Saints ” to that golden dindem or circlet of siipomatur'il 
light (that ghrff, as it is commonly called in English) which, amongst 
the gicat masters of painting in Italy, surrounded the heads of Christ 
and of distmguislied saints 

® " I7ie astomshmaii of science” — Her medical attendants "nore 
Dr Pcrenal, a "well-loioivn literary physician, "who had been a corre- 
spondent of Condorcet, D’Alembert, etc , and Mr Charles Wliite, the 
most distmgmshed surgeon at that time in the North of England It 
was he who pronounced her head to bo the finest in its deiclopmcnt of 
any that ho had over seen — an assertion which, to my own Icnowledge, 
ho repeated in after j’ears, and with enthusiasm That he had some 
acquaintance with the subject may bo presumed from this, that, at so 
eaily a stage of such inquiries, ho had published a work on human 


36 


AUTOBIOSRAI’Hy 


happy jeais, thou also uerb summoned auay from our 
nursery , and the night ulueh for me gathered upon that 
e\ent ran after my steps far into life , and perhaps at tins 
day I resemble little for good or foi ill that which else 1 
should have been Pillar of fire that didst go before me to 
guide and to quicken — ^pillar of darkness, when thy counten- 
ance w’as turned away to Qod, that didst too truly reveal to 
my dawning fears the secret shadow of death, by what 
mysterious gravitation was it tliat my heart had been drawn 
to thine 1 Could a child, siv years old, place any special 
1 alue upon intellectual forwardness ? Serene and capacious 
as my sistePs mind appeared to me upon after review^, was 
that a charm for steahng away the heart of an infant ? Oh 
no I I think of it noio inth mterest, because it lends, in a 
stranger’s ear, some justification to the excess of my fondness 
But then it was lost upon me , or, if not lost, was perceived 
onlj through its effects. Hadst thou been an idiot, my 
sister, not the less I must have loved thee, having that 
capacious heart — overflowing, even as mme overflowed, with 
tenderness, strung, even as mine was strung, by the necessity 
of loving and being loved This it was winch crowmed thee 
ivith beauty and power — 

“ Love, the holy sense, 

Best gift of God, m thee was most intense " 


That lamp of Paradise was, for mjself, kindled by reflec- 
tion from the hung light which burned so steadfastly in 
thee , and never but to thee, never again since thy departure, 
had I power or temptation, courage or desire, to utter the 
feelings which possessed me For I was the shyest of 


measaremente of heads selected from all 
w species Meantime, as it would gneve me that 

s/e® '^'wity should creep into this record, I 
tw sister died of hydrocephalus , and it has been often 
expansion of the intellect m cases of that 
of^,e ? morhid--forced on, m fact, by the mere stimulation 

Lositf f T ®"egest, as a possibility, the very 

l^ct^ecn the disease and the intellectual 
natumi^uti. “bvajs haie caused the pretcr 

mtStSi^nL ° growth of the 

X siclt and outrunning the capacities of the 

pnjsical structure, maj ha\e caused the disease 



THE AFFLICTION OF CHILDHOOD 


37 


childien , and, at all stages of life, a natural sense of personal 
dignity bold me back from exposing the least ray of feelings 
nbicb I was not encouiaged wlwlly to reveal 

It IS needless to pursue, circumstantially, tlie course ol 
that sickness ivluch earned off my leader and companion 
Sbe (accordmg to my recollection at tins moment) was just 
- as near to mne years as I to six ^ And perhaps tins natural 
precedency in autbonty of years and judgment, united to 
tbe tender bumilitj’- mtli iibicb sbe declined to assert it, bad 
been amongst tbe fascinations of ber presence It was upon 
a Sunday evenmg, if sucb conjectures can be trusted, that 
-the spark of fatal fire fell upon that tram of piedispositioiis 
to a brain complaint wbidi bad bitlierto slumbered 'nitbin 
ber Sbe bad been permitted to drmk tea at the bouse of a 
labouring man, tbe father of a' favourite female servant 
Tbe sun had set when sbe returned, in the company of tins 
servant, through meadoivs leeking mtb exhalations after a 
fervent day From that day sbe sickened In sucb circum- 
stances, a child, as young as myself, feels no anxieties. 
Looking upon medical men as people privileged, and natuiallj 
commissioned, to make war upon pain and sickness, I never 
bad a misgiving about tbe result I grieved, mdeed, that 
my sister should he in bed , I grieved still moie to hear 
ber moan. But all this appeared to me no more tlian as a 
night of trouble, on which tbe dawn would soon arise 0 ' 
moment of darkness and dehnum, uben the elder nurse 
auakened me fiom that delusion, and launched Qod’s 
thunderbolt at my heart in tbe assurance that my sister 
MOST die Rightly it is said of utter, uttei miseiy, that it 
“ cannot be remenibered ” ^ Itself, as a rememberable thing, is 
swallowed up in its own chaos Blank anarchy and confusion 
of mind feU upon me. Deaf and bbnd I was, as I reeled 
under the rei elation. I unsh not to recall the circumstances 
of that time, when my agony uxis at its height, and hers, in 
another sense, was approaclimg Enough it is to say, that all 

^ For De Quincey should here have written sei'CT See previous 

footnotes, p 33 and p 34 

*'I stood 111 unurngimhle trance 
And agony winch cannot be remember’d ” 

Sjteech of Alhadi a, i» Coleridge's Remorse 
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•was soon over, and tlie morning of that day had at lost 
arrived which looked doivn upon hei innocent face, sleeping 
the deep from which there is no awaking, and npon me 
sorrowing the sorrow for nhicli there is no consolation 

On the day aftei my sister’s death, whilst the sweet 
temple of her brain was yet nnviolated hy Imman scrutiny, 

I formed my own scheme for seeing her once more. Ifot 
for the world would I have made this Icnown, nor have 
suffered a witness to accompany me I had neier heard of 
feelmgs that take the name of “ sentimental,” nor dreamed 
of such a possibihty But gnef, e\en in a child, hates 
the light, and shrinks from human eyes The house was 
lai^e enough to have two staircases , and hy one of these I 
knew that about mid-day, when all would he quiet (for 
the sen ants dined at one o’clock), I could steal up into 
her chamber I imagme that it was about an hour after 
high noon when I reached the chamber-door, it was locked 
but the key was not taken away Entenng, I closed the 
door so softly, that, although it opened upon a hall which 
ascended through all the storejs, no echo ran along the silent 
walls Then, turning round, I sought my sister’s face.^ But 
the bed had been moied, and the back was now turned 
towards myself Nothing met my eyes but one large 
window, wide open, through which the sun of midsummer at 
mid-da} was showering down torrents of splendour The 
weather was drv, the sky was cloudless, the blue depths 
seemed the express types of infinity , and it was not possible 
for eye to behold, or for heart to conceive, any symbols more 
pathetic of bfe and the glory of lifa 

Let me pause for one mstant in approaching a remem- 
brance so affecting for my own mind, to mention that, in 
the "Opium Coiffessions,” I endeavoured to explain the 
reason why death, other conditions remainmg the same, is 
more profoundly affecting m summer than in other parts 
of the year so far, at least, as it is liable to any modifica- 
tion at all from accidents of scenery or season Tlie reason, 
as I there suggested, hes in the antagonism between the 
tropical redundancy of life in summer, and the frozen 
sterilities of the gmve The summer we see, the grave we 
haunt wnth our thoughts , the glory is around us, the, dark- 



TnC AFFLICTION OP CniLtHIOOD 


39 


ness is wtlun tuid, llie t\\o coming into collision, eacli 
exalts tlic other into stronger lehef But, in my case, tlieie 
^^ns even a subtler icasou ivlij the summer bad tins intense 
pouei'of vivifying the spccUclo or the tlioughts of death 
And, recollecting it, I am struck %vith the Until, that fai 
more of om deepest thoughts and feelings pass to us tliroiigh 
perplexed combinations of concrete objects, pass to us as 
mtoliites (if I may coin that word) m compound experiences 
inc.ipable of being disentangled, than e\er reach us directly, 
and in their oun abstract shapes It had happened, that 
amongst our vast nursery collection of books vns the Bible 
illustrated Ttith many pictures And in long daik evenings, 
as my thine sisters mth myself sat by the firelight round the 
guard ^ of our nuiscry, no book uas so much in request 
amongst us It ruled us and swayed us as mj'steriously as 
-musia Our younger nurse, nhom we all loved, would 
sometimes, according to her sunple pouers, endeavour to 
explain what we found obscure. We, the children, were all 
constitutionally touched with pensiveness , the fitful gloom 
and sudden lambencies of Uie room by firelight suited our 
evening state of feelings, and they suited, also, the diiine 
revelations of power and mystenous beautj'^ nhich awed us 
Above all, the story of a just man — man and yet not man, 
leal above all things, and yet shadowy above all things — 
who had suflfered the passion of death in Palestine, slejit 
upon our minds hke early dawn upon the waters The 
nuisc knew and explained to us the chief difteiences in 
01 leutal climates , and all these dilTerences (as it happens) 
express themselves, more or less, in vaiying relations to the 
gieat accidents and pow ers of summer Hie cloudless sun- 
lights of Sjuna — those seemed to argue evei lasting summer, 
the disciples plucking the ears of corn — that must be siunmer , 
but, above all, the very name of Palm Sunday (a festival in 
the English Chinch) tioubled me like an anthem “ Sunday •” 
w'hat was that? That wns the day of peace which masked 
another peace deeper than the heart of man can comprehend 

^ “ The guard " — know not wliethor tho word js a local one m 
tins sense Wlnt I mean is a sort of fender, four or five feet Ingli, 

' wlnoli locks up the fire from too near an approach on the part of 
children 
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“ Palms ' ” -wliat -a ere they 1 That as an equivocal word J 
palms, m the sense of trophies, e'cpressed the pomps of life , 
palms, as a product of nature, evpicssed the pomps of 
summer Yet still even tlus explanation does not suffice , it 
was not merely hy the peace and hy the summer, hy the 
deep sound of rest below all »st and of ascending glory, 
Omt. I had been haunted It was also because Jeiusaleln 
stood near to those deep images both in time and in place " 
The great event of Jerusalem was at hand when Palm 
Sunday came , and the scene of that Sunday was near in 
place to Jerusalem What then was Jerusalem ? Did I 
fancy it to be the omphalos (navel) or physical centre of the 
earth 1 Why should that affect me 1 Such a pretension 
had once been made for Jerusalem, and once for a Grecian 
city , and both pretensions had become ndicnloiis, as the 
figure of the planet became known Yes , hut if not of the 
earth, yet of mortahty, for earth’s tenant, Jerusalem, had 
now become the omphalos and absolute centre. Yet how 1 
There, on the contrary, it was, as we infants understood, 
that mortahty had been trampled under foot True , but, 
for that very reason, there it was that mortalitj had opened 
its very gloomiest crater There it was, indeed, that the 
human had risen on wmgs firom the grave, but, for that 
reason, there also it was that the divine had been swallow ed 
up by the abyss , the lesser star could not rise, before the 
greater should submit to echpse. Summer, therefore, had 
connected itself with death, not merely as a mode of an- 
tagonism, but also as a phenomenon brought into intricate 
relations with death by scriptural scenery and events 

Out of this digression, for the purpose of showing how 
inextricably my feehn^ and images of death were entangled 
with those of summer, as connected with Palestine and 
Jerusalem, let me come back to the bedchamber of my sister 
From the gorgeous sunhght I turned round to the corpse 
There laj the sweet childish figure , theie the angel face , 
and, as people usually fancy, it was said in the house that 
no features had suffered any change Had they not ? The 
forelii^, indeed — the serene and noble forehead — that might 
be the same, but the frozen ejelids, the daikness that 
seemed to steal from beneath them, the marble lips, the 
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siaffemug Jiatads, laid palm to palm, as if rcpeatmg the 
supplications- of dosing anguish — could these he mistaken 
forlife 9 Had it been so, iTheiefore did I not spnng to those 
heavenly lips with tears and never-ending kisses 9 But so it 
was ml I stood checked for a moment , awe, not fear, fell 
upon me , vand, whilst I stood, a solemn wmd began to blow 
-::-the saddest that ear ever heal’d It was a wind that might 
' have swept the lidds of mditality for a thousand centimes. 
Many times since, upon summer days, w’hen the sun is about 
the hottest, I have remarked the same w'md ansmg and 
utteimg the' same hollow, solemn, Memnonian,^ but saintly 

^ *' Memnoman" -^Por the sake of many readers, whose hearts 
may go along camestfy with a record of infant sorrow, hnt whose 
conrso of hfo has not allowed them much leisure for study, I pause 
to cxiilam — ^that the head of Memnon, lu tho British Museum, that 
sublime head which weais upon its lips a sniilo co-extensive with all 
time and all space, au iEonian smile of gracious loio and Panhke 
mystery, the most ditTusivo and pathetically divine that the liand of 
man has created, is represented on tho authonty of ancient traditions” 
to have uttered at sunrise, or soon after, as the sun’s rays had 
accumulated heat enough to ronfythe awwithm certam casities in 
the bust, a solemn and dirgo-liko senes of mtonations , tlie simple 
explanation being, in its general outime, this — that sonorous currents 
of air were produced by causmg chambers of cold and lieai'y air to 
press upon other collections of air, warmed, and therefore ranfied, 
and therefore yielding readily to tho pressure of heavier air Currents 
heing thus established, by artificial arrangements of tubes, a ceiiam 
succession of notes could bo coneerted and sustained Near tlie Red 
Sea lie a chaiu of sand hills, which, by a natural system of grooves ^ 
inosculating with each other, become vocal under changing circum- 
stances in the position of the sun, etc I knew a boy who, upon 
observing steadily, and refleetiiig upon a phenomenon that met him in 
his dail} experience — mz , that tubes, through which a stream of 
water was passing, gave out a vorj different sound according to the 
larying^ slenderness or fulness of tho current — dciised an instrument 
that yielded a rude hydraubc gamut of sounds , and, indeed, upon 
this simple phenomenon is founded the use and power of the stetho- 
scope For exactly as a thin thread of water, trickling thioiigh a 
leaden tube, yields a ^stndnlons and plaintive sound compared w itb 
the fiill ^ olumo of sound corresponding to the full volume of water — 
on parity of principles, nobody will doubt that the current of blood 
pouilng through the tubes of the human frame will utter to the / 
learned eai, when armed with the stethoscope, an elaborate gamut or,' 
compass of music, recording the raiages of disease, or the glorious^jj 
^ -plenitudes of heilth, as faithfully as the cavities witllm this ancient 
Memnoi^ian bust leportcd this mighty event of sunrise to the rejoicing 
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swell It IS in tills world tlie one great audible symbol of 
eternity And three times in my life have I happened to 
hear the same sound in the same circumstances — ^viz, -when 
standing betiveen an open window and a dead body on a 
summer day 

Instantly, when my car caught this vast J2olian iiitona 
tiou, when my eye filled wuth the golden fulness of life, 
the pomps of the heavens above, or the glorj'’ of the 
flowers below, and turning when it settled upon the frost 
which overspread my sistei’s face, instantly a trance fell 
upon me A lault seemed to open m the zenith of the 
far blue sky, a shaft whick ran up for ever I, in spirit, 
rose as if on billows that also ran up the shaft for ever , 
and the billows seemed to pursue the throne of God , but 
that also ran before us and fled away continually The 
flight and the puisuit seemed to go on for ever and ever 
Trost gathenng frost, some Sarsar wmd of death, seemed 
to repel me , some mighty relation betw een God and death 
dimly struggled to evolve itself from the di’eadfnl antago- 
nism between them , shadowy meanings even yet continue 
to exercise and toiment, in dreams, the deciphering oracle 
wntbrnme I slept — ^for how long I cannot say, slowly I 
recovered my self-possession , and, when I woke, found 
myself standing, as belore, close to my sistei’s bed. 

I have reason to believe that a very long interval had 
elapsed during this wandering or suspension of my perfect 
mind When I returned to myself, there was a foot (or I 
fancied so) on the stairs I was alarmed , for, if anybody 
had detected me, moans would have been taken to prcient 
my coming again Hastilj, therefoie, I kissed the lips that 
I should kiss no more, and slunk, like a guilty thing, with 
stealthy steps from the room Thus penshed the vision, 
lovebest amongst all the shows which earth has revealed 
to me , thus mutilated was the parting which should have 
lasted for ever , tainted thus with fear was that farew'ell 
sacred to loi e and grief, to perfect love and to grief that 
could not be healed 


1 orU of liglit and life— or, ag-ifa, under the sad passion of tlie dyu: 
daj, uttered the sweet requiem tLat belonged to its departure 
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0 Ahasuerns, everla'stmg Jev • ^ fable or not a fable, 
tbon, -vNhen first starting on tliy endless pilgrimage of woe— 
thou, when first flying through ^e gates of Jerusalem, and 
lamly yearning to leave the pursuing curse behind thee — 
couldst not inoie ccitainly in the nords of Clirisl have read 
'thj'' doom of endless sonow, than I when passing for ever 
from my sister’s room The -ftorni was at my heart , and, 
I may say, the \\ orm that could not die Man is doubtless 
one by some subtle some system of links, that ne 

cannot perceive, extending from the new-born infant to the 
superannuated dotard • but, as regards many affections and 
psissions incident to Ins nature at different stages, he is vot 
one, but an intermitting creature, ending and beginning 
anew , tbe unity of man, in. tins respect, is co-exlonsive 
only witb tbe parhcular stage to which the passion belongs 
Some passions, as tliat of sexual love, are celestial by one- 
half of their origin, annual and earthly by the other half 
. These will not survive their own appropnate stage. But 
love, whidi IS altogahei holy, like that between two children, 
IS pninleged to revisit by gbmpses the silence and the dark- 
ness of declmmg j ears , and, possibly, this final experience 
in my sister’s hedioom, or some other in which her innocence 
i was concerned, may nse again for me to illuminate the 
clouds of death 

On the day following this which I have recorded, came 
, a body of medical men to examine the brain, and- the par- 
ticular nature of the complaint , for in some of its sjmp- 
toms it had shown perplexing anomalies An hour* aftei 
the strangers had mthdrawn, I crept again to tbe room , 
but the door was now locked, the key had been taken 
away — and I- was shut out for ever 

Then came the funeral I, in the ceremonial chaiactci 
of mouTwerjXvas carried thither I was put into a carnage 
wath some gentlemen, whom I did not know They W'ere 
land and attentiire- to me , but natiirall}* they talked ol 
tilings disconnected with 'the occasion, and their conver- 
*- sation was a torment. At the churcb, I was told to hold 

_ 1 “ Mvcrlttsting Jew'' — der emge Jude — -Wlncli is tlie conunon 
German expression for “Tbe Wandering Jew,” and snblimer even 
tlian onr oto 
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a white handkerchief to my eyes. Empty hypocrisy I 
What need, had he of masks or mockenes, whose heart 
died ivithinhim at every word that was uttered? Dnrmg 
tint part of the service wrhich passed within the church, I 
made an effort to attend , hut I sank hack continually into 
my own sohtary darkness, and I heard httle consciously, 
except some fugitive strains from the snblune chapter of SL 
Paul, which in England is always read at hurials.^ 

Lastly came that magmficent hturgical service which the 
English Church performs at the side of the grave , for tins 
church does not forsake her dead so long as they contmue in 
the upper air, but waits for her last “ sweet and solemn fare- 
well”" at the side of the grave Tliere is exposed once 
agam, and for the last time, ^e cofiSn. All eyes survey the 
record of name, of sex, of age, and the day of departure from 
earth — ^records how shadowy ' and dropped into darkness as 
messages addressed to worms Almost at the very last 
comes the symbohe ntual, tearmg and shattering the heart 
inth loUeymg discharges, peal after peal, from the fine 
artillery of woe. The coffin is lowered into its home , it has 
disappeared from all eyes but those that look down mto the 
abyss of the grave The sacristan stands ready, wuth his 
shovel of earth and stones. The pnest’s voice is heard once 
more — earth to earth — and immediately the dread rattle 
ascends from the hd of the coffin , ashee to ashes — and 
again the killing sound is heard , dust to dust — and the 
farewell volley announces that the grave, the coffin, the face 
are sealed up for ever and ever ' - 

Gnef ' thou art classed amongst the depressing passions 
And true it is that thou humblest to the dust, but also 
thou exaltest to the clouds Thou shakest as with ague, 
but also thou steadiest like frost Thou sickenest the 
heart, but also thou healcst its infirmities Among the 
\ery foremost of nune was morbid sensibility to shame 

* First Epistle to Cormthiaus, chap \v , beginning at lerse 20 
This hrautifiil expression, I am pretty certain, mnst belong to 
Mrs. Trollope , I read it, probably, in a tale of hers connected with 
the backwoods of America, where the absence of such a farewell 
must unspeakably aggravate the gloom at any rate belonging to a 
household separation of that eternal character occurring amongst the 
shadows of those mighty forests. 
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self. 


AxA, tea yms afterwards, I used, to throw nty 
reproaches with regard to .that mfirmity into this shape , 
Tiz, that if I M fere summoned to seek aid for a pcnslnug 
lellow -creature;' and that I could obtain that aid only hy 
facino' a vast company of critical or sneering faces, I might, 
perhaps, shnnk basely from the duty It is true that no 
such case had ever 'actually occurred , so that it was a mere 
romance of casuistry to tax myself with cow ardice so shocking 
But to feel a doubt was to feel condemnation , and the crime 
that ifLvgU have been, was m my eyes the crime that had 
been How, however, all was changed , and, for anything 
which regarded my sister’s memory, m one hour I recei.ved 
, 'a'nfew heart Once in ‘Westmoreland I saw a case resembling 
-it I saw a ewe suddenly put off and abjure her own nature, 
in a service of love — yes, dough it os completely as ^ver ser- 
pent sloughed his skin Her lamb had fallen into a deep 
trench, from which all escape was hopeless without the aid ol 
' man And to a man she advanced, bleating clamorously 
until he followed her and rescued her beloved. Hot less" was 
the change in myself. 3?ifty thousand sneermg faces wouh 
not have troubled me now m any ofBce of tenderness to niy 
^sister’s memory Ten legions would not have repelled me 
from seeking her, if there had been a chance that she could 
he found Mockery ' it W’as lost upon me Laughter • I 
^ valued it not And when I was taunted insultingly wuth ' 
“my girlish tears,” that girhsh” had no sting for me, 

. except as, a verbal echo to the one eternal thought of my 
heart — that a gul was the sweetest thing which I, in my 
elm,*. i.f» 1 ^ crowned 


short life, had knowu- 
the earth with 


beauty, and bad opened to my tliirst 
fountauiB of pme celestial love, from which, in this world, 
I was to drink no more, 

unfold themselves the consolations of 
- ^ only I was destined to 

^ nprai me those fasci- 

SStod'SiS ’ as a co-ageney with 

out of L? ^ paradoxical result of making 
out ot giief Itself a luxury, such a luxury as finallv 

of « aud'fte energies 

. , ot Itfo, ,„tli gKwiDg mmoe. A31 a«p fal,pg, „f .. *4“ 
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class agree in llus, that thej scelt foi solitudCj and are fed 
by Eohtnde. Deep gnef, deep love, hon 'naturally do these 
lily Ihemsehesnith lehgious feeling' and all three— lore, 
gnef, leligion — are haunters of solitary places. Love, gnef, 
and the mystery of devotion — nhat were these without 
solitude 1 All day long, when it was not impossible for me 
to do so, I sought the most silent and sec[uestered nooks 
in the grounds about the house, or m tlie neighbouring 
fields The aivful stillness oftentimes of summer noons, 
nhen no winds nere abroad, the appealing silence of gray 
or misty afternoons — these were fascinations as of witchcraft 
Into the woods, into the desert air, I gazed, as if some comfort 
lay hid in them I weaned the heavens nith my inquest of 
beseeching looks Obstinately I tormented the blue depths 
ivuth my scmtiny, sweeping them for ever with my eyes, and 
searching them for one angelic face that might, perhaps, haie 
permission to reveal itself for a moment 

At this time, and under this impulse of inpacious grief, 
that grasped at what it could not obtain, the faculty of 
shaping images m the distance out of slight dements, and 
groiipmg them after the yearnings of the heart, giew upon 
me in morbid excess And I recall at the present moment 
one instance of that sort, which may show how merely 
shadoMS, or a gleam of hiiglitness, or nothing at all, could 
famish a sulhcient basis for this creative faculty 

On Sunday mornings I went with the rest of my family 
to church it was a church on the ancient model of England, 
having aisles, gallenes,^ oigan, all things ancient and \ enerahle, 
and the proportions majestic Here, whilst the congregation 
knelt throngli the long litany, as often as w'c came to that 
passage, so heautiM amongst many that are so, where God js 
supplicated on behalf of “all sick persons and young 
children, and that ho w onld “ show his pity upon all 
prisoners and captives,” I wept m secret, and raismg my- 
strcaming eyes to the nppei windows of the gallenes, saw, on 

* “ Galleries — thougli coatlemned on some groniids bj the 
rcstore« ot authentic chnrdi arclntechu-e, have, neierthelcss, this 
oae advantage that, when the height of a chnroh is that dimension 
winch most of all expresses its sacred character, gallenes expoimd and 
interpret that height. * 
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daysS\iien Uie sun wus slimmg, a spectacle as aflecting as 
ever propliet can liave beheld The sides of tlie ■windows 
weie'iicb 'Willi stoned glass , tbrongb the deep purples and 
crimsons streamed Hie golden bgbfr , emblazonries of heavenly 
lUummation (from the^ sun) mingling with the earthly 
emblazonnes (from art and its goigeoiis colouring) of what 
IS grandest in man, ' TJicre were the apostles that had 
trampled iipon earth, and the glories of earth, out of cd.estial 
love to man There were the martyrs that had borne witness 
to .the truth through flames, through torments, and through 
armies of fieice, insulting faces There were the samts who, 
under intolerable pangs, had glonfied God by meek submission 
to his will And all the time, whilst this tumult of sublime 
mcmonals hdd on as the deep chords from some accompaniment 
in the bass, I saw through the wide central field of the . 
' window, •nheto the glass was itncolourcd, white, fleecy clouds 
sailing ovei the azure depths of the sky , were it but a 
fragment or a hint of such a cloud, immediately under the ' 
flash of my sorrow-haunted eye, it giew and shaped itself 
mto -visions of bods nith white laway curtains, and in the 
beds lay side children, dying children, that were tossing in 
anguish, and weeping clamorously for deatL God, for some 
injsterious leason, could not suddenly release them from 
their pain , biit he suffered the beds, as it seemed, to nse 
slowly through the clouds , dowly the beds ascended into 
the chambers of the air , slowly also his arms descended 
from the heavens, that he and his young children, whom in 
Palestine, once and for ever, he had blessed, though they 
mnist pass' slowly thiough the dreadful chasm of separation, 
nught yet meet the sooner These visions weie self-sustained 
These -pisions needed not that any sound should qieak’to me, 
or music mould my feelings The hint from the litany, the 
fragment from the clouds — those and the storied mndoivs 
weie sufficient But not the less the blare of the tumnltnons 
organ wrought its own separate creations And oftentimes 
m anthems, when the mighty instrument threw its vast 
columns of sound, fieico yet melodious, over the voices of 
‘the choir — high in arches, when it seemed to nse, surmount- 
ing and overriding the stnfe of the vocal parts, and gatheiing 
by' strong coercion the total stoim into unity — sometimes I 
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seemed to iitc and walk tnvimpliautly upon those clouds 
nhich, but a moment before, I had looked up to as mementos 
of prostrate sorrow , yes, sometimes under the transfigurations 
of music, felt of grief itself as of a fiery chanot for mounting ' 
mctonously aboi e the causes of grief 

God speaks to children, also, m dreams, and by the oracles 
that lurk in darkness But in solitude, above all things, 

~ when made vocal to the meditative heart by the truths and 
sen ices of a national church, God holds with children 
“communion undisturbed.” Solitude, though it may be 
silent as hght, is, like light, the mightiest of agencies , for 
sohtude IS essential to man All men come into this world 
alone, all leave it alone Even a little child has a dread, 
whispering consciousness, that, if he should be summoned to 
trai el into God’s presence, no gentle nurse mil be allow'ed 
to lead him bj the hand, nor mother to carry him m her 
arms, nor httle sister to share his trepidations Eang and 
pnest, wamor and maiden, philosopher and child, all must 
walk those mighty gallenes alone The solitude, therefore, 
which in this world appals or fasemates a child’s heart, is 
but the echo of a far deeper solitude, through which already 
he has passed, and of another solitude, dee^ier stdl, through 
which he has to pass reflex of one sohtude — ^prefiguration 
of another 

Oh, burden of sohtude, that cleavest to man through every 
stage of his bemg i m his birth, which has been — iii his life, 
which ts — ^in his death, which ^all be — mighty and essential 
sohtude ' that wast, and art, and art to be , thou broodest, 
like the Spint of God moving upon the surface of the deeps, 
01 er every heart that sleeps in the nurseries of Christendom 
Like the vast laboratory of the air, which, seeming to be 
nothing, or less than the shadow of a shade, hides ■within 
itself the principles of all things, sohtude for the meditating 
chdd 18 the Agrippa’s mirror of the unseen unii erse Deep 
IS the sohtude of milhons who, with hearts welhng forth 
loi e, have none to love them Deep is the sohtude of those 
who, under secret griefs, have none to pitj them. Deep is 
the solitude of those who, fighting mth doubts or darkness, 
have none to counsel them. But deeper than the deepest of 
these solitudes is that whidi broods over childhood under 
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t»e intituu of s^jTtAv— brinjnng before tl, at mien ale, jhe 
r<nil '’jli'TKle wl'joh walche*! for it, awl n waiting for it iMtlim 
tlio u'iKt ~ of ell *»tV Dh, inielily awi ceeetiiiiil sohtiule, that 
awl m\ non it* to 1«^ * tlo kin‘;iloni is made perfect 
j*i th<‘ , bat ftidj otei thoeo tint Keep imtcli oufeide 
S**" gir.e, Itki mi'flf, nri infant of Pi\ years old, tlion 
’•'reJrjR t cat a sccpirr of fiecmitnm 


nrnwrenon? or Tinytn intaxt EvrrniFvcns* 

f.Vt-iV-" t t >* 'rr “1110 jit,n, in ir-ui^ or ivoaltl produce 

K ‘i’i ctTiCl jr I'l' TT'v dtf'indfd of Iin ri\% and tlieir intinite 
T leri' ra'inn', •‘Seei tlironpli p fop," >>a>t Sira Coleridgt\, tiie 
’ o.d» C'^iqlitcr of Samuel Taalor Cokndpo, “ tlio poldcn, lieamlng 
' III lv.Ks like a dull msnqe, or a r«l bilharil Inll ’’ — Intro^ io 
iJr/. p clin And upon tins saino ainlon, p^jMliolopieal 
erjv ’■leji*-* e of d.’t p fuffi nns or joa fin* n'tsm their entire fulness 
rf expn‘ ’'.an wh<n th<'% atv mtrben’ed from dr«.ams The 
7t 'dt-f lui, t then-finv suppose me at Oxford , more tlrn imho 
yr'ts •*»r f mip bj , I am in the gJorj of jouth but I Inie non 
ti'ipc'ed mill rtplnm , and no.\ ltr?t the neititions of mj 
chitdliood rioi>*n<’(I in streuq'h , now first the} swept in ujion the 
l-'Ci'i *vilh ]Oi cr spd tlif grindenr of recovered hfc ] 

Oxiee ligvim, after Iwehc jeam intenal, the nursery 
of ms ilttldlioud oxpandctl before nio in> sister was 
iiioiinn" m bcil , and I was begmnuig to be lestless 
with fear's no* intelligible to nij'elf Once again tlie 
< Idi 1 jiurs'% but now* dilated to colossal proportions, stoorl 
fis upon some Grecian stage with her uplifted hand, and, 
IiKe the Mipftrb Jfedca towering amongst hei children 
in tlip luirscra at Corinth,- smote me senseless to the 

* 'Jhc ]«!.ra?p-*pii thus introduced with n sub-title, and with a 
'ippcitl cxplaimforj notice in smill tj^pc, wntten for it in 1833, is 
talrcn from tho s iinc “Snspina dc I*rorundis" psjHirs in Jitacktcood of 
1845 winch hail «npplic(I the preceding text of tins chapter ; but a 
gfMjil deal of the matter intmcning in tlio “Snspina de Profundis” 
papers betwcin tlio immedinteli preceding paragraph of tho text and 
this of the Tlrrun* Fdtocs lias been thrown out The reader must 
ob'icrvc tiio iiistrnctifin of the small tjpe notice, and imagine the 
l>n'am l>hoi.i to be at Oxford in 1804 — M 

- I’lnpidcs 
%OI-I " 


E 



50 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


ground Again I am in the cliamher iiitli ray Bister’s 
corpse, again the pomps of life use up in silence, the 
glory of summer, the Synan sunlights, the fiost of death 
Dream forms itself mysteriously iMthm dream, uithin 
these Oxford dreams remoulds itself continually the trance 
in my sister’s chamber — the blue heavens, the over- 
lasting vault, the soanng billows, the throne steeped in 
the thought (but not the sight) of “ Who might sit 
thereon” , the flight, the pursuit, the iriecoverablo steps of 
my return to earth Once more the funeral procession 
gathers , the priest in his white surplice stands waiting with 
a book by the side of an open grave , the eacnstan is waiting 
iiith his shovel , the coflin has sunk , the dud to dvd has 
descended Again I was in the church on a heavenly 
Sunday morning The golden sunlight of God slept amongst 
the heads of his apostles, his martyrs, his saints , the frag- 
ment from the litany, the fragment from the clouds, auokc 
again the laivny beds that went up to scale the heavens — 
anoke again the shadouy arms that moved downward to 
meet them Once again arose the swell of the anthem, the 
burst of the Hallelujah choni'^, the stonn, the trampling 
movement of the choral pa* ion, the agitation of my own 
trembhng sympathy, the tumult of the choir, the 'wrath of 
the organ Once more I, that wallowed in the dust, became 
he that rose up to the clouds And now all was bound up 
into unity , the first state and the last u ere melted into each 
other as in some sunny, glorifying haze For high m heaven 
holered a gleaming host of faces, veiled with wings, around ’ 
the pillows of the dying children And such beings sym- 
pathise equally uitli sorrow that grovels, and with sonow 
that soars. Such beings pity alike the children that are 
languishing in death, and the children that live only to 
languish in tears. 
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DBTv^Jl -ECHOES FIFTY YEARS Lx\TERJ 

[Id tins inst-inte tlm echoes, tint reiideretl back the infant expeii 
ence, might be interpreted by the reader as connected with a 
real ascent of the Brocken, wluch wtis not the case It was 
an 'iscent through all its circumstances executed m dreams, 
which, under adianccd stages in the del clopment of opium, repeat 
with nnnelloas accurac} the longest succession of phenomena 
dcri\e<l either from reading or from aetnal crpeneuce Tliat 
softening and spiritualising haze which belongs at anj rate to 
the action of dreams, and to tbe transfigunngs worked upon 
troubled remembrances by retrospects so \ast as those of fifty 
a ears, was in this instance greatl} aided to my own feelings bv 
the alliance wath the ancient phantom of the forcst-moniitam in 
Nortli Germanj Tlie playfulness of the scene is the very ciokcr 
of the solemn remembrances that lie hidden below The half- 
sportivo mterlnsory reacalings of tlie symbolic tend to the same 
oficct One part of the eflect from the symbolic is dependent 
mion the great catholic principle of the Idem tn alio The 
symbol restores the theme, but under now combinations of fonii 
or colouring , giies back, hut changes , restores, but idealises ] 

Ascend tvitli me ou this dazzlmg "Wliitsiinday the Brocken 
of North Germany The dawn opened in cloudless heauly , 
it IS a darni of bridal Jime , bat, as the hours adianccd, 
her youngest sister Apnl, that sometimes cares httle for 
racing acioss both frontiers of May — the rearward frontier, 
and the vanward frontier — frets the hndal lady’s sunny: 
temper avith sallies of wheeling and careering showers, 
flying and pursiung, opening and closmg, hiding and re- 
storing On such a mormng, and reaching the summits 
of the forest-mountam about sunrise, we shall have one 
chance the more for seemg the famous Spectre of the 

* Tins also is a shred from the “ Suspina de Frofundis ” articles in 
liladkioood of 1845, made to do duty for a new purpose, ‘tnd taken 
from a part of these articles a long way ahead of that which supplied 
the preceding extract. Stnctly, os t^s second set of Dream Dchoes 
had been in print in 1845, they were only forty’-one years after the 
preceding Oxford Bream Edioes of 1804 , but Be Quinceyredntes them 
for Ins purpose in 1853 — ^whiohiens about “fifty years later” than 
3804 Altogether, his adaptation of this sirred from the ‘‘Buspiria” 
to its present connexion is rather forced — M 
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Brocken ^ Who and nliat is lie ? He is a solitary appa- 
rition, in the sense of loving solitude , else lie is not always 
solitary in liis personal manifestations, but, on proper 
occasions, lias been known to unmask a strengtli quite suffi- 
cient to alarm those ivlio had been insulting him 

Now, in order to lest the nature of this niystenous ap- 
parition, we mil try two or three expennionts upon him 
What we fear, and with some reason, is, that, as he lived 
so many ages with foul Pagan sorcerers, and witnessed so 
many centuries of dark idolatnes, his heart may have been 

^ “SjpeeireofiheBrocUn” — Tinsverj striking phenomenon hns 
been continnally descriM by -writers, both German and KugUsh, for 
the list fifty years Many readers, however, -will not have mot with 
these descriptions , and on iheir account I add a few words m ex 2 )lana- 
tion, referring them for the best scientific comment on the case to Sir 
David Brewster’s “Natural Magic.” The spectre takes the shape of 
a human figure, or, if the visitors are more than one, then -the spectres 
multiply , they arrange themselves on the bine ground of the sky, or ■ 
the dark ground of any clouds that may he m the right quarter, or 
perhaps they are strongly relieved against a curtain of rode, at a 
distance of some miles, and always exhibiting gigantic proportions- 
At first, from the distance and the colossal size, every ^ectator sup- 
poses the appearance to he quite independent of himself But very 
soon ho IS surprised to observe lus own motions and gestures mimicked 
and wakens to the conviction that the phantom is hut a dilated 
reflection of himself This Titan amongst the apparitions of earth is 
exceedingly capricious, vanishing abruptly for reasons best known to 
himself, and more coy m coming forward than the L idy Echo of Ovid 
- One reason why he is seen so seldom must be ascribed -to the con- 
currence of conditions under -nhich only the phenomenon can he 
manifested , the sun must he near to the horizon (which of itself 
imyilies iktime of day incon-ienient to a person starting from a station 
ns distant as Mbingerode) , the spectator must have his back to the 
sun , and the air must contain some vapour, but partiaUy distributed. 
Coleridge ascended the Brocken on the Whitsunday of 1799, -with a 
party of English students from Gottingen, but failed to seo the phantom , 
afternards in England (and undergo three same conditions] ho saw 
a much rarer phenomenon, which ho described in the following lines — 

“ Such thou art as when 
Tlie woodman -winding -westward up the glen 
At wintry dawn, when o’er the sheep track’s more 
The viewless snow mist weaves a glistening haze, 

Secs full before him, gliding -without tread, 

An image with a glory round its head , 

Ifliis shade he worelups for its golden hues, 

And males (not knowing) that which bo pursues ** 
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corrupted } and that even now his faith may be wavering 
01' impure. "We uull try 

Mahe the sign of the cross, and obseive whether he 
repeats it (as on 'i^Tiifstmday ^ he surely ought to do). 
Look ' he docs repeat it , hut these driving April showeis 
_ peiplev the images, and ihat, perhaps, it is which gives him 
the air of one who acts leluctantly or evasively Now, 
again, Uie sim shmes more bnghtly, and the showers have 
all swept off like squadrons of cavalry to the rear We will 
try him again 

Pluck an anemone, one of these many anemones which 
uas once called the sorcerer’s flouer,^ and bore a part, 
perhaps, an this homd ritual of fear , carrj' it to that stone 
which mimics the outhne of a heathen altar, and once was 
called the sorcerer’s altar 2 ; then, bending your knee, and 
, raising your right hand to God, say — Father which art m 
heaven, this lovely anemone, that once glorified the worship 
of feai, has travelled back into thy fold , tins altai', which 
once reeked with bloody rites to Coitlio, has long been re- 
baptired into thy holy service The darkness is gone , the 
eniclty IS gone w Inch the darkness bred , the moans have 
passed away which the victims uttered , the cloud has 
vanished wdiicli once sat continually upon then graves, cloud 
of protestation that ascended for ever to thy throne Lorn the 
t^rs of the defenceless, and from the anger of the just 
And lo ' we — I thy servant^ and this daik phantom, wdiom 
foi one hour on this thy festival of Pentecost I make my 
SCI rant — lender thee united worehip in this thy recovered 
temple.” 

Lo ’ the apparition plucks an anemone, and places it on 

^ “ On Whxisunday ” — ^It is singular, and porLaps oiving to tlio 
temperiituro and weather likely to preiail m that earl} pvrt of summer, 
that more appearances of the spectre haie been witnessed on "Wliit- 
sunday than on an} other da} 

- “ The sorcerc! ’s Jloiea " and " the soi cerer's altar ” — ^Tliese arc 
names still clingmg to the anomonc of the Brocken, and to an altar- 
shaped fragment of granite near one of the summits , .and there is no 
doubt that they hotli connect themselves, through links of ancient 
tradition, with the gloomy realities of Paganism, when the whole 
Harlz and the Brocken formed for a aery long time the last as}him to 
a ferocious but perishing idolatry 
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the altar , he also bends his knee, ho also raises his right 
hand to God Dumb he is , hut sometimes the dumb seive 
God acceptably Yet sUll it occurs to you, that perhaps on 
this tn g h festival of the Christian church he may have been 
overruled by supernatural inftuence into confession of his 
homage, havmg so often been made to bow and bend iis^ 
knee at miitderovis ntes In a service of religion he may be 
timid Let us try him, therefore, with an eaithly passion, 
where he ivill have no bias either from favour or fiom fear 
If, then, once m childhood you suffered an affliction that 
was meffable , if once, when powerless to face such an 
enemy, jou were summoned to fight with the tiger that 
couches witlim the separations of the grave — ^in that case, 
after the eicample of Judea,* sitting under her palm-tree to 
ueep, but sitting with her head veiled, do you also veil your 
heath Many years are passed away since then , and perhaps 
JOU Mere a little ignorant thing at that time, hardly above 
BIX years old But jour heart was deeper than the Danube , 
and, as was your love, so was your gnef Many years are 
gone since that darkness settled on your head , many summers, 
many n inters , yet still its shadows iihed roimd upon you at 
interials, like these Apnl showers upon this glory of bridal 
June. Therefore now, on this dovelike morning of Pentecost, 
do JOU veil your head like Judea in memory of that tran- 
scendent woe, and m testimony that, indeed, it surpassed 
all utter-’ nco of words Iminediately you see that the 
apparition of the Biocken veils Ins head, after the model of 
Judea weeping under her palm-tree, as if he also had a 
hiim'in heart , and as if he also, in childhood, havmg suffered 
an affliction which was ineffable, wished by these mute 
sj'mbols to breathe a sigh towards heaven in memory of that 
transcendent woe, and by way of record, though many a year 
after, that it was indeed unutterable by words. 


* On the Roiuau coins 
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fv7 fh'.ii, oit'' tlnjiler in iiij lift h.ul riiiu>hc(! AlreaiU, 
Kfure tijv rij’npKl j'in <»f inj MXth jtir, tins firht chapter ln»l 
run ij4 r!ivk\ linn itnderctl up it*- imisjc to the final rhoril — 
lu'rfji 'raueii’Ji, libs npa fn«t frum a (pce, to ln\e detachal 
fit? e\er fnun nil the rv«t of t!ic arras that Mas Bliapiug 
If Within x»% loom of life No Jalon of lakes and forosk 
htrj-», FUth n® the wisw/r tiiddenh eiokc- m Arabian sands 
— linps„'*a'il of nir-hmlt IntUemcnts and towers, that ever 
hianud in drvamdilc f dunce amo«^'^t the \apours of Rtiniinei 
•Hi*« * , n.*^hi»t: and jvprat’ng with ccle«tjal pencil “the 
fuming \ initU'* of earth” — could leaie hihmd it the mixed 
iiajirt^ loa of soinudi truth combined with so much absolute 
dcltHifj'u Trm-l of all things jt seemed bx the excess of lint 
ktppim**--. which it had sucUiincd most fraudulent it seemed 
of all tlmigSj wlien IooI;c<l luck upon as some mjsteiioHij 
paTcnthcos in the current of life, “silf-withdrawii into a 
wondrous depth,' huming us if with headlong malice to 
cMsnetion, nxid rdienaled bj nert/ feature from the new* aspects 
of lift tint teemed to await me Were it not m the Intlcr 
corro*ion of heart tint I w.is called upon to face, I should liaxe 
nin/d oiti to the ptx.«ent no connecting link whatever Jrom 
tht p-cst Men reality in tins fix (ling it was, and the im- 
deniahldic of its too potent rcinciubi'anccs, that foibadc me 

• A recast, xatli abrld^mcntR and altcntioiis, of the matter of 
3 FBn»s of articles in Tlngg\ In^tmdor for 1851 and 1852, all under 

the title of “ A Sketch from Cliildhooil ’* — M 
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to regard tins bumt-out maugnial cliapter of my life as no 
cliapter at all, but a pure eibalation of dreams, ibsery is a 
guarantee of truth too substantial to be refused else, by its 
determinate evanescence, tbe total eicperience ■would have 
worn the character of a fantastic illusion 

Well it was for me at thm period, if well it were foi„nie 
to live at all, that from any continued contemplation of m) 
misery I was forced to wean myself, and suddenly to assume 
the harness of life Else, under the morbid languishing of 
gnef, and of what the Romans caRed destdenum (the j^eaming 
too obstinate after one irrecoverable face), too probably I 
should have pined away into an early grave Harsh was my 
awaiting , but the rough febnfi^e which tins awaking ad- 
ministered broke the strength of my sickly reyenes through 
a period of more than two years , by which time, under the 
natural e\pansion of my bodily strength, the danger had 
passed ON er 

In the first cliaptei ^ I have rendered solemn thanks for 
having been trained amongst tbe gentlest of sisteis, and not 
under “horrid pugilistic brothers" Meantime, ohe such 
brother I had senior by much to myself, and the stormi^t 
of lus class ® , him I will immediately present to the reader , 
foi up to this point of my narrative he may be described as 
a stranger even to myself Odd as it sounds, I had at this 
time both a brother and a father, neither of W’hom ivould have' 
been able to challenge me as a rdatiN e, nor I him, bad wc 
happened to meet on the pubbe roads 

In mj fathci^s case, tins arose from the accident of his 
having lived abroad for a space that, measured against my 
life, Nery long one. First, he Jived -for months m 

Portugal, aNLisbon, and at Cmtra , next in Madeira , then 
in the West ^dics , sometimes m Jamaica, sometimes m St. 
Kitt’s ^ courtmg the supposed benefit of hot climates in his 
complaint ofj pulmonaiy consumption He had, indeed, 
repeatedlV returned to England, and met my mother atwater- 
lug-placesW the south coast of Devonshire, etc. But I, as a 
younger chiM, had not been one of the parly selected for sndi 
exclusions home And noiv, at last, when all had 

\ ‘ Now Cliaptor II — M 

® WiluanJ^omctj See footnote, ante, p 20 — M 
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proved una\ ailing, he was coming home to die amongst his 
familj-, in lus tlurtr-ninlh year My mothei had gone to 
await his aixival at the port (wliatever port) to which the 
West India packet should brmg him , and amongst the 
deepest recollections which I connect w'lth that penod, is one 
derived from the night of his arrival at Qinenliay 

It was a Slimmer evening of unusual solemmtj' The 
servants, and four of us cluldren, were gathered foi houis, 
on the lawm before the house, listemng for the sound of 
wheels Sunset came — nine, ten, eleven o’clock, and nearly 
another hour had passed — without a warning soimd , for 
Greenhav, being so solitary a house, fonued a feijnimisjad.queiff;' 
heyond which was nothmg hnt a cluster of cottages, composing 
the little hamlet of GreenhiU , so that any sound of wheels 
coming from the winding lane which then connected ns wnth 
the Eiibholnie Road earned wnth it, of necessitj, a wammg 
summons to prepare for visitors at Greenhay No such sum- 
mons had vet reached us , it was nearly midnight , and, for 
the last tune, it was determined that we should move in a 
body out of the grounds, on the chance of meeting the travel- 
ling party, if, at so late an hour, it could yet be expected to 
<uriia In fact, to our general surprise, we met it almost 
immediately, but coming at so dow a pace, that the fall of the 
horses’ feet wns not audible until we were close upon them 
I mention the case for the sake of the uudymg impressions 
which connected themselves with the circumstances The 
fust notice of the approach was the sudden emerging of 
horses’ heads from the deep gloom of the shady lane , the 
next was the mass of W'hile pdlows against which the dying 
patient was reclining The hearse-like pace at which the 
uimage moved recalled the overwhelming spectacle of that 
funersd, which had so lately formed part m the most memor- 
able event of my life But these elements of aw^e, that might 
at any Kite have struck forcibly upon the mind of a child, 
wein for me, in my condition of morbid neivonsness, raised 
into abiding grandeui by the antecedent experiences of that 
particular summer night. The listemng for honrs to the 
sounds flora horses’ hoofs upon distant roads, using and 
falling, caught and lost, upon the gentle undulation of such 
fitful airs as might be stimng — the peculiar solemmty of tlie 
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hours succeeding to sunset — the gloiy of the dying day — the 
gotgeousness ■which, by description, so ivcll I knew of sunset > 
m those TYest Indian idands fioni which my father ivas 
returiung — the knowledge that he returned only to die — the 
almighty pomp in which this great idea of Death apparelled 
Itself to my young sorrowmg heart — the correspondmg pomp 
ui which the antagomstic idea, not less mysterious, of life, 
rose, as if on wmgs, amidst tropic glories and florid pageant- 
ries, that seemed even more solemn and pathetic than the 
vapoury plumes and trophies of mortahty — all this chorus 
of restless images, or of suggestive thoughts, gave to my 
father’s return, which else had been fitted only to intca^iose 
one transitory red-letter day in the calendar of a chdd, the 
shadoivy power of an ineffaceable agency among my dreams. 
This, indeed, was the one sole memonid which restores my 
father’s image to me as a personal reality Otherwise, he 
wonld have been for me a bare nom inis u mfoy He lan- 
guished, indeed, for weeks upon a sofa, tind dunng that 
mterval, it happened naturally, from my rep'ose of manners, 
tliat I was a pnvdeged viatoi to him throughout his waking 
hours I was also present at his bedside in the closing hour 
of his hfe, which exlialed quietly, amidst snatches of delinous 
conversation ■with some imaginary ■visitors^ 

Mj brother ■was a stranger from causes quite as little to 
he foreseen, but seeming quite as natural after they had 
really occurred In an early stage of his career, he had- 
been found wholly unmanageable. His genius fm^misclnef 
amounted to inspiration it was a divine afflMiis which 
drove him in that direction , and such was Ins capacity' foi 
iiding m •wlurlwinds and directmg storms, that he made it 
his trade to create them, as a le^eA.ij'yepeTtt Zeus, A cloud- 
compelling Jove, in order that he might direct them For 
this, and other reasons, he had been sent to the Qrammar 
School of Louth, in Lincolnshire — one of those many old 
ckissic institutions which form the peculiar a glory of Eng- 

* TIio ditc of Ins death was 18th July 1793 Though J>e Qmiicey 
spoahs of him ns having been then *‘m his thutj-nmth year," the 
ipscnpmii on his tomhstone in Sfanchestcr says "aged 40 years ’’ 
Scc^ footnote, ante, p 30 — M j e> j 

PcctUtar —VIZ,, as endmeed foundations to which those resort 
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land To bo'Cj and to box under the severest lestramt ol 
lionoiuable bTOSt.was in those days a mere necessity of 
schoolboy life at pnUic schools , and hence the supenor 
ninnlmcss, generosity, and self-coutrol, of those generally 
•ftho had benefited by such ^ciphne — so systematically 
hostile to aU meanness, pusillaimmty, or indirectness Cow- 
per, in lus “ Tyrocmium,” is far from doing justice to our 
great public schools Himself disqualified, by dehcacy of 
temperament, for reapmg the benefits from such a uarfare, 
and havuig suifered too much in his own Westminster ex- 
perience, he could not judge them from an impartial station , 
but I, though ^ ill enough adapted to an atmosphere so 
stormy, yet having tried both classes of schools, public and 
private, am compelled in meie conscience to give my lote 
(and if I had a thousand votes, to gi\e all my votes) for the 
former 

Ticsh from such a framing as this, and at a time when 
his additional five or six years availed nearly to make hts 
age the double of mine, my brother very naturally despised 
me , and, from hia exceeding frankness, he took no pains to 
conceal that he did Why should he ? Who was it that 
could hai e a right to feel aggneved by his contempt ? Who, 
if not myself 1 ,B«t it happened, on the contraiy, that I 
had a peifect crlJze for being despised I doted on it, and 
considered contempt a sort of luxury that I was in continual 
fear of losing IVhy not ? Wlieiofore should any rational 
person shnnk from contempt, if it happen to form the tenuie 
by which he holds his repose in life ? The cases, which aie 
cited from comedy, of such a yearning after contempt, stand 
upon a footing altogether diflcient there the contempt is 
wooed as a serviceable ally and tool of religious hypocrisy 
But, to me, at that era of lifi^ it formed the main guoiantee 
of an unmolested repose and security there n as not, on any 
loner tcims, for the l atcntis scm iia .^a: Tlie lightest 

' nlio are rich and paj, and those also nho, being poor, cannot pnj, or 
' cannot jnj so nmcli This most honounble distmction amongst the 
seiMces of England from ancient times to the interests of education — 

' a service absolutely nnapproaclicd by any one nation of Christendom — 

’ IS amongst the foremost cases of Uiat remarkable class nhich make 
England, while often the most aristocratic, yet also, for many nohle 
purposes, the most democratic of lands 
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approacli to any favourable construction of my intellectual 
pretensions alarmed me beyond measure , because it pledged 
me m a manner ivitb the hearer to support this first attempt 
by a second, by a third, by a -fourth — 0 heavens ' there is 
no saying how far the homd man might go m his unreason- 
able demands upon me. I groaned under the^weight of his 
expectations, and, if I laid but the first round of such a 
staircase, why, then, I saw m vision a vast Jacob’s ladder 
towermg upwards to tlie clouds, mile after mile, league after ^ 
league , and myself running up and down this ladder, like 
any fatigue parti of Irish hodmen, to the top of any Babel 
which my wretched admirer might choose to build But I 
mpped the abominable system of extortion m the very bud, 
by refusing to take the first step The man could have no 
pretence, you know, for expecting me to climb the third or 
fourth round, when I had seemed quite unequal to the first 
Professmg the most absolute bankmptc}' from the very 
beginning, gmng the man no sort of hope that I w'ould pay 
even one farthing in tlie pound, I never could be made 
miserable by unknoivn responsibilities 

Still, with all tbm passion for bemg d^ised, which was 
so essential to my peace of mind, I found at”Times an alti- 
tude — a starry altitude — ^in the station of contempt for me 
assumed by mv brother that nettled me. Sometime^ indeed, 
the mere necessities of dispute earned me, before I was 
aware of my oivn imprudence, so far up the staircase of 
Babel, that my brother was shaken for a moment in the 
mfinity of his contempt and, before long, when my supen- 
oiity in some bookish accomplishments ^splajcd itself, by 
results that could not be entirely dissembled, mere foolish 
human nature forced me mto some trifle of exultation at 
these retribulorj triumphs But more often I was disposed 
to gncie o\er them Thej tended to shake that solid 
foundation of utter despicableness upon which I relied so 
much for my freedom from anxiety, and, therefoie, upon 
the whole, it was' satisfactory to my mmd that my brothei’a 
opimon of me, after any little transient oscillation, gravitated 
determinate!} back towards that settled contempt which had 
been the result of his original inquesL Tlie pillars of Hercules 
upon which rested the last edifice of bi>, acoin were these 
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2‘), I’o !ie*nirf<u ftml j-v'-tnlAt*’’! "-•> ft ifnt'iv , Ml»ch I 

vtr lino <1»f ft'^v to u-fusi, , wr pi’ui j,tl o^iiocj, 
i’ny^irtlh, 0i ii* fltul bo bv^bfil upon juo 

rn, '!??/« bf'.V'Hfii} nto thut ht wohM 
pUf Ui<” 1 rb'itTvr »‘f IV \<n U>t tb'Si’iiphoTJ, 

wl.* jjf'Vt r K * 10 ' t‘> rtjiplv fr*. )b " Von lo iK»!it"-t," be r nil , 
‘^yvn'iv villsnA O.impb h-t . \<i« H>v!'b^ p^iH, jf \ou Inl 
0» li^h of a fin } nol, sbou^i a nj(»i>‘.lfoU't am aril, m»u 
tV.r.’t nm ’may ’ Mj tmii <bn«nr--' to ('*i “ b'^^<b jmlpnu »ts 
, wiiK- Jt5v/t *’1 nr.ny Au fltf> nnpbt hi\*» born 'I bo jiliocj I 

0 iitV-ni.'kl ; b. oinH’, Ibotiiib jwMtm (baf I wa-i not lunforinU 
iiti bhot, 1 fil: ii.obitt'i] Jo tbml Ibat, »» ii in'iji>nj\ of utfi'-, 
! tv'tih’ fttiii tbv'r\' Viorvi in*m rcin>n*> for tbniknjg fo 
Unu tbr n'.<Kr if vtt a*.\m‘ <*f Ibit, ui to tbi; i normiiatA*, 

1 »lcriie*l It. in A''>, ninl with pm>il rofti-nn, n<5 w ill Imj t-ei-ti 

Kfiibet dill siij I mlbrr pretend la bn\o «ii} n]>tinTii'nfnl 
pw.af- of it^ T b^ pmuHil bt «(mt «i*on \\m n niori. d prwn 
nil'- — 11?., tbai I hel nlivajn b-mi tirdjpjbo 'ipti)n_‘tiing of 
-•womat m* pirlf ; nbirb nmountal at moct to ibm — that, by 
fwiisniA Ai'il tbo mtwril lnvhxi<^ of cmimnlancii, 1 onahi 
lx* lx cfTi Hipiafo • tbat j”, tbero i\Ai anfou to cxpeit Ix'foiv* 
1 and til it I *}.M'U 1 c fo j bwt, tbin, tbo nioro input ni iiip, 
if, m 5p't>i of Pticb Kft’ionnble pioxnniptiaiiP, I wcio 

itirK lit fart, inj 1 Mtbcr poon lunriud, In a d'uh cxpariciicc, 
boirfiiitjreli lie niipbt dp|)oiHl njxui lup for cainnig out tbo 
j!m*t audrtPioiii’ of bi9 onii Marliln* pbmB , «Ufli plnux it js 
inio tiial I ftljoininnted ; but tfml inndc no dtnVuncc in tbe 
bdpltiy ttilb Mliirb I tritil to fulfil tbuui 

’riiifi iblo'-t brotboi of nunc wn*? in all ri-ppicti a renank- 
nblc Iwiy Iftmably bo nw, ft'»pinnp, iinmeasurablj nctne, 
fcirttJc III re'^nuces a« Hobinton Criicop , but a]«o full of 
*|iwmid a? it I'j pDs«ib]p to imagine ; ami, m dpfanlt of an^ 
olbf r oppom nt, be -aoubl b.np fiistonud a qimircl upon bis 
own pbadow for pro wining to run before bim wbeii going 
lUAt wards m tbe inunnng, wbcroite, in all rca«on, a sbadow, 
like a dutiful clnld, ought to keep defoicnfuillj in rear of 
that niajeKlic substance irbicli is tbe author of its existence 
Books be detested, one and all, cxtcplnig only sucli as be 
b.ijipencd to wnte InniRelf. And these were not a few On 
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all subjects known to man, fiom the Tliirtyj^nmc Articles of 
our English Church, domi to pyroteclmS, legerdgmain, 
magic, both black and white, thaumatufgy, and necromancy, 
he favoured the world (uhicli uorld was the nursery wheie I 
lived amongst my sisters) nuth his select opimons On this 
last subject especially — of necromancy — ^he was very great , 
witness his jirofound uork, though but a &agment, and^^ 
unfortunately, long since departed to the bosom of OinderelIa7 
entitled, “ How to raise a Ghost , and when you’ve got him 
down, how to keep him down ” To which work he assured 
us, that some most learned and enormous man, whose name 
was a foot and a-half long, had promised him an appendix , 
which appendix treated of the Bed Sea and Solomon’s signet- 
nng , mth fonns of mitttmis for ghosts that might be re- 
fractory , and probably a not act, for any ^mmte amongst 
ghosts inchned to raise bairicades , smee he often thrilled 
our young hearts by supposing the case (not at all unlikely, 
he affirmed), that a federation, a solemn leagnc and con- 
spiracy, might take place amongst the infimte generations of 
ghosts against the single generation of men at, any one time 
composmg the garrison of earth The Eoman plirose for 
expressing that a man had died — ^viz , “ Ahiit ad plures” (He 
has gone over to the majority) — my brother explamed to us , 
and we easily comprehended that any one generation of the 
living human race, even if combmed, and acting m concert, 
must be in a frightful minority, by companson with all the 
incalculable generations that had trod this earth before us. 
The Parliament of living men. Lords and Commons united, 
n hat a miserable array agamst the Upper and Lower House 
composing the Parliament of ghosts i Perhaps the Pre- 
Adamites Mould constitute one wing in such a ghostly army 
My brother, dymg in his sixteenth year, was far enough 
from seeing or foreseeing Waterloo , else he might haie illus- 
trated this dreadful duel of the living human race with its 
ghostly predecessors, bj the awful apparition which at three 
o’clock m the afternoon, on the IStli of Jime, 1815, the 
mighty contest at Waterloo must have assumed to eyes that 
watched o\er the trembling interests of man The English 
nmy , about that time in the great agony of its strife, W’as 
thrown into square.« , and under tint arrangement, which 
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ftH<l conliin'ttil its npp'ircitt numbers nilliin n fen 
bhcb jro‘‘'metricnl diagiam®, how fughlfully narrow — hmv 
epeetriU dui its skuder qufttlranglcs appear at a dictaucc, to 
any plnio«oplnc ppcctatom that hnew the ainonnt of human 
inleres'5 confiib'd to lhal nnnVj and the hopes for Clin^tcn- 
dom that p\cn wore Iromhling m the lialancc * Such a dis- 
properiinn, it cccin*, might exfet, m the case of a ghostly 
war, between the harve®! of jKissible results and the slender 
bind of reaper® that were to either it And there was even 
a wor'C peril than any analogous one that has heen proicd to 
exist at IVaterloo A British surgeon, indeed, m a nork of 
two octavo volume®, has endeavoured to ®how that a coii- 
spuacy was traced at IVaterloo, between two or three foreign 
regiment®, for kindling a panic in the heat of the battle, by 
flight, and by a fcu«tained blowing up of tnmbnls, imder the 
nu‘-crable purpose of shaking the Bntish steadiness But 
the ciidcnccs arc not clear; whereas mv brother insisted 
that the presence of sham men, distnbnted extensively 
amongst the human race, and meditating treason against us 
all had liecn demoiisttated to the satisfaction of all true 
philosopher® "Who were these sham® and mako-helieve 
iiwii ^ Tlicywere, xn fact, people that had been dead for 
tenlurics, hut that, for reasons best known to themselves, 
had relnrncd to this upper earth, walked about amongst ns, 
and w’Cre undistitigiu®hablc, except by the most learned of 
necromancer®, from authentic men of ’flesh and blood I 
mention tins for the sake of illnslrating the fact, of which 
the reader will find a singular instance in the foot-note 
nttadicd. that the same crazes are c\ erlnstingly revolving 
upon men ^ 

^ live jeare ago, during tlio camnal of universal anarchy equally 
amongst doers and tluid^crs, a closelj-pnntcd pamphlet was published 
with tlus title, “ A J?ew Rc\ elation , or the Communion of the Incar- 
nate Dead with the Unconscious Luiug Important Fact, without 
trilling Fiction, hy Him ” I have not tho pleasure of knowing Him i 
hut ccrtaiiil> I must concede to Him, that ho ivntcs like a man dr 
extreme sobriety, upon Ins cxlmvagant thomo Ho is angry wath 
Swedenborg, as might ho expected, for his chimeras , some of which, 
however, of late jeara haic signal!} allorod their aspect; but as to 
Him, there is no chance that he should he occupied with chimeras 
because (p 6) “he has met with some who have acknowledged the ' 
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Thishypotliesis, however, like a thousand others, when it 
happened that they engaged no durable sympathy from his 
nursery audience, he did not pursue Por some time he 
turned his thoughts to philosophy, and read lectures to us' 
every night upon some branch or other of physics This 
undertaking arose upon some one of us envying or admiiing 
flies for their power of walking upon the ceiling “ Pooh ' ” 
he said, “ they are impostors , they pretend -to do it, but 
they can’t do it as it ought to be done Ah • you should see 
' me standing upright on the ceiling, with my head down- 
’ wards, for half-an-hour together, meditating piofoundly” 
My sister Mary remarked, that we should all be veiy glad to 
see him in that position “ If that’s the case,” he replied, 
“ rfs very well that all is ready, except as to a stiap or tw o 
Being an excellent skater, he had first imagined that, if held 
up until he had started, he might then, by takmg a bold 
sweep ahead, keep himself in position through the continued 
impetus of skating But this he found not to answer , be- 


cause, as he observed, “ the faction was too retarding from 
the plaster of Pans , but the case would bo very different if 
the ceihng were coated with ice ” As it was not, he changed 
his plan The true secret, he now discovered, ivas this ho 
would consider himself in the light of a huminmg-top , he 
would make an apparatus (and he made it) for having himself 
launched, like a top, upon the ceiling, and regularly spun 
Then the lertiginouS motion of the human top would over- 
power the force of giaiitation He should, of course, spin 
upon his owm axis, and sleep upon his own axis — ^perhaps he 
might ei en dream upon it , and he laughed at " those 
scoundrels, the flies,” that never improved in their pretended 


foot of their having coma from the dead ftaies cot^Uentem TCum - 
rcw, howoier, are endowed inth so much candour , and, in particular, 
for the honour of literature, it gneies me to find, hy p 10, that the 
uigcst numher of these shams, and perhaps the most uncandid, are to ' 
he looked for amongst “publishers and printers," of whom, it seems, 
the ^eat majontj are mere forgenes , a lerj few speak frankl> 
aoout the matter, and say they don’t care who knows it, wluch, to 
my thinking, is impudence , but by far the larger section do^edli 
rtctij It, and call a policeman, if you persist in charging tUein with 
^^^rences there are between my brother and 
Jmi, but in the gicat outline of tbeir views tliej coincide 
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'art, nor made anj'tliing of it The principle was noiv dis- 
covered , “and, of couise,” lie said, “il a man can keep it np 
for 'five minutes, ivliat’s to hinder him from doing so for five 
months I” “ Ceitainly, nothing that I can think of,” ivas 
the leply of jny sistei, whose scepticism, in fact, had not 
settled upon the five months, hut altogether upon the five 
minutes The appaiatiis for spinnmg him, however, perhaps' 
from its complexity, w oiild not wroik , a fact evidently ow’ing 
to the^stupidity of the gardener On reconsidering the sub- 
3ect, he announced, to the disappointment of some amongst 
us, that, although the physical discoveiy was now complete, 
J he saw a moral dilhculty It w as not a /mmnmijf-top that 
was icquired, but a ^cghtap Ifow, this, in order to keep up 
tlie lerltgo at full stretch, wuthout which, to a certainty, 
gravitation would prove too much for him, needed to be 
whipped incessantly But that was precisely w'hat a gentle- 
man ought not to tolerate , to be scourged iinintermittingly 
on the legs by any giub of a gardener, unless itiveie Father 
Adam 'himself, was a thing he could not bring his mind to 
face Howevei, as some compensation, he proposed to 
improve the tut of fljung, which was, as everybody must 
acknowledge, in a condition disgiaceful to civihsed society 
As he had made many a fire balloon, and had succeeded in 
some attempts at bringuig down cats by potociiaEgs, it was 
not very difficult to fly dow nwards from moderate elevations 
But, as lie W'as icproached by my sister for never flying back 
again, w’hich, however, was a for different thing, and not 
even attempted by the philosopher in “ Basselas ” (for 

“Roiociro gradum, et superas cvadere ad auras, 

Hic laTior, hoc opus est "), 

he refused, under such poor encojiragement, to try his winged 
parachutes any more, either “ aloft or alow',” till he had 
thoioughly studied Bishop Wilkins ^ on the art of translating 

^ “ Bishojp W-dktns ” — ^Dr W , Bishop of Chester, in the reign of 
Charles II, notonously wrote a book on the possibihty of a i oyage to 
the moon, which, in a bishop, would bo called a translation to the 
moon, and perhaps it was name in combination with Ats book that 
suggested the “ Adventures of Peter Wilkins ” It is unfair, howeier, 
to mention him m connection with tint single one of his works 'which 
announces an extravagant purpose Ho was reaUj' a scicnMc man, 

VOIi I - -p 
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riglit reverend gentlemen to the moon , and, in the mean- 
time, he resumed his general lectures on physics From 
these, houeier, he uas speedily driven, or one might say 
shelled out, hy a concerted assault of my sister Mary’s He 
had been in the hahit of louering the pitch of his lectures 
uith ostentatious condescension to the presumed level of our 
poor understandings This superciliousness annoyed my 
sister , and accoidingly, with the help of two young female 
visitors, and my ne\t younger hrothei — in subsequent times 
a httle middy on hoard many a slup of H M , and the most 
prcdestmed rebel upon earth against all assumptions, small 
or great, of supeiiority^ — she arranged a mutmy, that had 
the unexpected effect of suddenly extinguishmg the lectures 
for ever He had happened to say, what u as no unusual 
thmg with him, that he flattered himself he had made the 
pomt under discussion tolerably clear , “ clear,” he added, 
bowing round the half-circle of us, the audience, “.to the ' 
meanest of capacities ” , and then he repeated, sonorously, • 
“ dear to the most excruciatingly mean of capacities ” Upon 
■which a voice, a female a oice — but whose voice, in the tumult 
that followed, I did not distinguish — ^retorted, “Ho, you^, 
haven’t , it’s as dark as sin” , and then, without a moments 
interval, a second a race exclaimed, “Dark as night", then 
came my younger brother’s insiurectionary yell, “ Dark os 
midnight” , then another female a race chimed m melodiously, 
“ Dark as pitch ” , and so the peal continued to come round 
like a catch, the Ailiole being so Aiell concerted, and the roH- 
mg fire so well sustained, that it was impossible to make 
head agamst it , whilst the abruptness of the interruption 
gaAc to It the protecting character of an oral “round-robin,”, 
it being impossible to challenge any one m particular as the 
ringleader Burke’s phrase of “ the swinish multitude,” ap- 
plied to mobs, was then in everybody’s mouth, and, 

and alrcAd> in tLo time of CromArcU (about 1656) had projected that 
Rojal Societj of London which A\as Afterwards reabsed and presided 
over hj Isaac Barrow and Isaac Newton He ai as also a learned man, 
but still with A vein of romance about him, as maybe seen m his most 
clAborate work — “The Essaj towards a Philosophic or Universal 
Language ’’ 

^ Richard Qnincc}, Be Quincej’s junior by a jear or two, and 
Knovn in the household as “ Pink " See footnote, ante, p 29 — M. 



inthoduotion to tub world op strife 67 

nccordingly, after my brother had lecovcied from his first 
astonishment at this audacious mutiny, he made us several 
sweeping bow’s, that looked veiy much bke tentative re- 
hearsals of a sw eeping fu siUa Ue. and then addressed us in a 
Aery bnef qieech, of which w'c could distinguish the words 
pearls and stoini^ multitude, but uttered in a very low ke}’, 
peihaps out of some linking consideration for the two young 
strangers We all laughed in chorus at this paiting salute , 
my brotlier himself condescended at last to join us, but 
there ended the course of lectures on natural philosojihy 

As it was impossible, however, that he should remain 
qiuet, he announced to us, that for the rest of his life he 
meant to dedicate himself to the intense cultii ation of the 
tragic drama He got to w’ork instantlj’ , and I’ery soon he 
had composed the first act of his “ Sultan Selim ” , but^ in 
defiance of the metre, he soon changed the title to “ Sultan 
Amuritli," considering that a much fiercer name, more be- 
W’hiskeied and betuibaned It ivas no part of his intention 
that Avo should sit lol{pg on choirs hke ladies and gentlemen 
that had paid opcia prices for private boAcs He expected 
CA’cry one of us, he said, to pull an oar We were to act the 
tragedy. But, in fact, w’o had many oars to puD There 
Avere so many charactei's, that each of us took four at the 
least, and the future mi^dy had six He, this wicked httle 
middy, ^ caused the greatest affliction to SultanAmuiath,forciiig 
him to Older the amputation of his head six several times 
(that IS, once in every one of his six parts) during the first 
act In reality, the sultan, though otherw’ise a decent man, 
Avas too bloody 'What by the bowstring, and what by the 
scunitar, he had so thmned the population with which he 
commenced business, that scaicely any of the chaiacters re- 
mained alive at the end of act the first. Sultan Amnrath 
found himself in an awkward situation Laige airears of 
w ork remained, and hardly anybody to do it but the sultan 

^ “ M'tddy ” — I call Lim so simply to avoid confusion, and by 
way of anticipation , else lie v as too young at ibis time to sen e in the 
navy Afterwards he did so for many 5 cars, and saw every vanetj of 
service in every class of ships belonging to our navj At one time, 
when yet a boy, ho was captured by pirates, and compelled to sail 
with them , and the end of liis adventurous career was, that for many 
a } car ho has been Ij mg at the bottom of the Atlantic. 
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Tiimcplf In composing act tlie second, the author had to 
proceed hhe Deucalion and Pirrha, and to create an entirely, 
new generation Apparently tins young generation, tiiat 
ought to ha^e been so good, took no '\\aming by what had 
, happened to their ancestors in act the first , one must con- 
clude that they uere quite as wicked, since the poor sultan 
had found himself reduced to order them all for execution in 
the course of this act the second To the brazen age had 
succeeded an iron age, and the prospects uere becoming 
sadder and sadder as the traged} advanced But here the 
author began to hesitate. He felt it hard to resist the in- 
stinct of carnage And was it right to do so ? "Which of the 
felons uhoni he had cut off prematurely could, pretend that a ' 
court of appeal would hare reversed his sentence ? But the 
consequences weie distressing A new set of characters in ~ 
everj act brought mth it the necessity of a new plot , for •" 
people could not succeed to the arrears of old actions, or 
inherit ancient motives, like a landed estate. Five crops, _ 
in fact, must be taken off the ground in each separate 
tragedy, amounting, in short, to five tiagcdies involied in 
one 

Such, accordmg to the rapid sketch which at this moment 
my memory furnishes, was the biother who mow first laid 
open to me the gates of w'ar The occasion was this ■ He 
had resented, with a shower of stones, an affront offered to us 
by an mdmdual boy, belongmg to a cotton factory , for more 
than two }cars aftei wards this became the telensaaerewsi^ol 
a skirmish or a battle as often as w e passed the factory , and, 
unfortunately, that was twice a-day on every day, except 
Sunda} Our situation in respect to the enemy w-as as 
foUow's — Greenhay, a countiy-housc, newly built by my 
father, at that time was a clear mile from the outskirts of 
Manchcstei , but in after 3 ears, Manchester, thrownng out the 
tentacula of its vast expansions, absolutely enveloped Green- ■ 
hay , and, for anj thing I know, the grounds and gaidens 
which then msulated the house maj' have long disappeared. 
Being a modest mansion, which (mduding hot wsdls, office*^ 
and gardener^s house) had, cost only six thousand pounds, Ido 
not know how it should have nsen to the distraction of giving 
name to a region of that great town , however, it has done 
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fo^ ! aiiil ai {Im tiino, iReKfoja, after clnngcs so gi'cat, itiiull 
Iv; iKilicult for the hnMnf^ot tlmt region to nndtrstantl how 
my hrother and myself could linvc a solitary load to traiersc 
l‘ctwef>n Gicenhav and Princess Street, then the ternimation, 
on that side, of Sranchestcr But so it nas Oxford Street, 
like Its jwinesakc in London, was then called the Ovfonl Road , 
and during the curronev of oar acquaintance uith it, aiose 
the fi!«t tluve houses in its neighlwinhood , of which the third 
was h'lilt for the Rev S If^ one of our guaninns, for w horn 
his frimd*? had also Iniilt the church of St Peters — not a 
bowshot from the hou«o At pre'=cnt, howo\ cr, he resided in 
Salfonl, nearly two miles from Groenhay , and to him we 
went o\er daily, for the benefit of his ciassic.il instructions 
Olio sole cotton fictory had then risen along the line of 
Oxfortl Street, and this was close to a bridge, uhitlialsoms 
a new creation * for previously all paseciigcrs to Manchester 
went round In Garnt. Tins factory became to us the aineina 
pmHjm from which swarmed forth those Goths and Vandals 
that continually threatened our steps , and this bndge be- 
came the eternal arena of combat, wc tnking good care to be 
ou the right side of the bridge for retreat — tc , on the town 
side, or the coimtrv side, accordniglv .as we w ere going out 
in the morning, or n'tunimg in the afternoon Stones were 
the Jiuplemenls of warfare , and bj coiihnual pr.actice both 
parlies became expert in tlirownng them 

The origin of the feud it is scarcely requisite to rche.arsc, 
since the pjiiticular accident which began it w.as not the true 
eflicicnt cause of our long warfare, but simply the casual 
occasion The cause la> m our aiistocratic dress. As 
children of an opulent family, where all proxisions aveie 
, liberal, and all appointments elegant, we were uniformly 
w'cll-dresssd , and, in particular, ave aiore trousers (at that 
time unheard of. except among sailors), and we also wore 
He^ianJtoofe — a crime that could not bo forgiicn m the 
Lanca^ire of that day, hecaiise at expressed the double 
olfence of being aristocratic and being outlandish VTe were 

^ *' Grccalievsi” wilh a shglit varntion in ilie spelling, is tlie name 
given fca tliat distnct, of which Greeuhay formed the original nudeus 
Probahly, it was the solitary 8itn.alion of the house which (failing any 
otter grounds of denommation) raised it to this pmalege 
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anstocrats, and it -nas vam to deny it , could we. deny onr 
Boots ? whilst our antagonists, if not absolutely m^uMtes, 
were slovenly and forlorn in tbeir dress, often linwaslied, , 
with liair totally neglected, and always cohered with flakes 
of cotton Jacobins they were not, as regarded any sympathy 
with the Jacobinism that then desolated France , for, on the 
contrary, they detested everything French, and answered mth 
brotherly signals to the cry of “ Church and King,” or “ King 
and Constitution ” But, for all that, as they were perfectly - 
independent, getting lery high wi^es, and these wages in a 
mode of industry that was then taking vast strides ahead, 
they contrived to reconcile this patriotic anti-J acobinism with 
a personal Jacobinism of that sort which is native to the 
heart of man, who is by natural impulse (and not 
without a root of nohility, though also of base envy) im 
patient of inequality, and submits to it only through a 
sense of its necessity, or under a long experience of its 
benefits. 

It was on an early day of our new tyroamum, or perhaps 
on the \ery first, tliat, as we passed the bndge, a boy happen- 
ing to issue from the factory^ sang out to us, derisively, 

“ Holloa, Bucks ' ” In this the reader may fail to perceive 
any atrocious insult commensurate to the long war w’hich 
followed But the reader is wrrong The word “ dandies ” ® 
which was what the villain meant, had not then been born, 
so that he could not have called us by that name, unless 
through the spirit of prophecy Biich was the nearest word ‘ 
at hand in his Manchester vocabulary , he gave all he could, 
and let us dream the rest But m the next moment ho 
diECoaered our boots, and he consummated Ins crime by 
saluting us as “ Boots ' boots I ” My brother made a dead 
stop, sun eyed him with intense disdain, and bade him draw 
near, that he might “ give his flesh to the fowls of the air ” 
The boy declined to accept tbis liberal mvitation, and 
conveyed his answer by a most contemptuous and plebeian 

* “ Factory” — Such was the designation technically at that time. 
At present, I believe that a building of that class would be called a 
"mill” 

® This word, however, exists in Jack a-dandy — a very old Enghsh 
word. But what does that mean I 
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uporiTrlucli my brotliex drove him in livitli a shoiver 

of stones. 

During this inaugural flourish of hostilities, I, for my 
part, remained inactive, and therefore apparently neutral. 
But this "Was the last time that I did so for the moment, 
indeed, I -was taken hy suqinse. To be called a hvd, by one 
that had it in his choice to have called me a cowtird, a thief, 
or a murderer, struck me as a most pardonable offence , and 
as to bools, that rested upon a flagrant fact that could not be 
demed j so that at first I ■was green enough to regard the boy 
as very considerate and indulgent But my brother soon 
rectified my views , or, if any doubts remained, he impressed 
me, at least, with a sense of my paramount duty to himself, 
W'hich was threefold Firsts it seems that I on ed military 
allegiance to Atm, as my commander-in-chief, whenever we 
“ took the field ” , secondly, by the law of nations, I, being a 
cadet of my house, on ed suit and service to him who ■was 
its head , and he assured me, that tvnee in a year, on my 
birth-day and on 7n«, he had a nglit, strictly spealang, to 
make me lie down, and to set his foot upon my neck , lastly, 
by a laiv not so rigorous, but valid amongst gentlemen — \ir , 
“ by tlie covilfy of nations — it seems I owed eternal defer- 
ence to one so much older than myself, so much wiser, 
stronger, braver, more beautiful, and more smft of foot. 
Something like all this in tendency I had already believed, 
though I had not so minutely investigated the modes and 
grounds of my duty By temperament, and through natural 
dedication to degiondency, I felt resting upon me always too 
deep and gloomy a sense of ohscure duties attached to life, 
that I never should be able to fulfil , a burden wliicb I could 
not carry, and which yet I did not know how to throw off 
Glad, therefore, I was to find the whole tremendous weight 
of obbgations — ^the law and the prophets — all crowded mto 
tins one pocket command, “ Thou shalt obey thy brother as 
God’s vicar upon earth ” For now, if by any future stone 

^ Precisely, howei er, the sime gestnrc, plebeian ns it ■was, by which 
the English commandsmt at Heligoland replied to the Danes when 
civilly innting him to surrender Southey it was, on the authority of 
Lieutenant Southey, his brother, who communicated to me this 
anecdote. 
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levelled at lum ^^llO had called me a “ buck,” I should diancd 
to draw bloodJ — perhaps I might not have committed so 
senous a trespass on any rights which he could plead but 
if I had (foi on this subject my convictions w ere still cloudy), 
at any rate the duty I might have violated in regard to this 
general brother, in right of Adam, was cancelled when it 
came into collision, with my paramount duty to this liege 
brother of my own individual house 


Prom this day, therefore, I obeyed all my brother’s 
military commands with the utmost docility , and happy it 
made me that every sort of doubt, or question, or opening 
lor demur, was swallowed up in the unity of this one papal 
pmciple, discovered by my brother— nr , that all rights and 
.^tics of casuistry were transferred from me to liimselt 
Mis WM the judgment— Ais was the responsibility , and to 
me belonged only the sublime obligation of unconditional 
faith in him That faith I realised It is true that be 
SLn*" reports of particular fights, wuth 

1 f ^ a “ cowardice that seemed 

inexplicable, except on the supposition of treachery ” But this 

t mt ^ itU him the idea of secret perfidy, 

fnZr f ander-ground, gave an iiitere.st to 

1 to monatonous 

incXits T ^^taiiiing the inteiest, where the 
be d that 

wlam? ®f"P™lHistoiToftheCampaigiis/!wliich‘ 

Wed ^^gest, of his daily reports, 

every dir and generally speaking, 

our undoiihf»d ,..„i * battle by insisting upon 

fancy, secures that great^ngliTto^eve^^"^"* 07‘arta, I should 
is sadly defective But out nf^i 

our skirmishes and tn n ^ catastrophe to most of 

grew’ a standincr knl ”i Patched battles except one, 

relation to his capricious opinions And the<.c 
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opinions sometimes took the ^ape of acts Ti\ ice, at the least, 
in every week, hut sometimes every night, my brother insisted 
on singing “ Te Deum ” for supposed victories he had won , 
and he insisted also on my beanng li part m these “Te Deiims ” 
Now, as I Icnew of no such victories, but resolutely asserted the 
truth — viz , that we ran an ay — a slight jar u as thus given to 
the else tnumphal eifectof theseniusical ovations Once having 
uttered niy protest, however, willingly I gai e my aid to the 
^ chanting, for I loved unspeakably the grand and vaiied system 
of chanting in the Eomish and English Cliurches And, look- 
ing back at this day to the ineffable benefits which I derived 
from the church of my childhood, I accoimt among the very 
greatest" tliose which reached me through the various chants 
connected with the “O, Jubiiate,” tlie “Magni^cat,” the 
“ Te Deum,” the “ Benedi^Jte,” etc Through these chants 
it was that the sorrow which laid waste my infancy, and the 
devotion wdiich nature had made a necessity of my bemg, 
were profoundly interfused the sorrow gave reality and 
depth to the devotion , the devotion gave grandeur and 
-idealisation to the sgrrow Neither was my love for chant- 
ing altogether without knowledge. A son of my reverend 
guardian, mncli older than myself, wdio possessed a singular 
facultj’ of producing a sort of organ accompamment with 
one-half of his mouth, whilst he sang with the other half, 
had given me some instructions in the ar^f chanting and, 
as to my brother, he, tlie hundred-handed IJnareus, could do 
all thmgs j of course, therefore, he could chant 

Once having begun, it followed naturally that the war 
should deepen in bitterness Wounds that w rote memorials 

in the flesh, insults that rankled in the heart — ^these were not 
~ features of the case likely to be forgotten by our enemies, 
and far less by my fieiy brother I, for my part, entered 
not into any of the passions that war may be supposed to 
kindle, except only the chronic passion of anxiety Fear it 
was not ; for expenence had taught me that, under the ran- 
dom firing of our undisciplined enemies, the chances were 
not many of being wounded But the uncertainties of the 
wrar , the doubts in every separate action whether I could 
keep up the requisite connection wnth my brother , and, in 
case I could notj the utter darkness that surrounded my fate ; 
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nhetlier, as a tropliy won from Israel, I should he ^edirated 
to the service of some Manchester Dagon, or ^"8^ \ 
to Moloch , all these contmgencics, for me that had 
friend to consult, ran too molentlyinto the 
my constitutional despondency, ever to give way 
casual elation of success Success, however, we really 
times , in slight skirmishes pretty often , and once, at least, 
as the reader will find to his mortification, if he is 
enough to take the side of the Philistines, a most sm^hing 
victory in a pitched battle But even then, and whilst the 
hurrahs uerc yet ascending from our jubilatmg Bps, tne 
freezing remembrance came back to my heart of that deadly 
depression uhicli, duly at the coming round of the 
and evening watches, travelled with me like my shadovv 
on our approach to the memorable bridge A bri ge o 
sighs 1 too surel) it was for me , and even for my brother 

1 ''Bridge of Sighs” —Two men of memorable gemns, Hood iMti 
and Lord Bitoii by many years previously, bave so appropriated tun 
pbrase, and re issued it os English cuirenoy, that many 
pose it to be tlicirs But the genealogies of fine evprcssions should oi 
more carefully preserved The cvpres:.ion belongs onginally to Tcnice 
Tins i «4 posMmimi becomes of real importance in many cases, i>u 
especially m the case of Shakspere Could one have believe 
possible beforehand i And yet it is a fact that ho is made to Mem 
robber of the lowest order, by mere dmt of snlfermg robbery 1 nim 
through tbeir own jewclly splondonr have many hundreds ol m 
phrases forced themselves into usage so general, under the vulga 
infirmity of seeking to strengthen weak prose by shreds of poe 
quotation, that at length the majority of careless readers come ^ “0 
upon these phrases as belonging to the language, and traceable to 
distinct proprietor any more tlian proverbs and thus, on aftervvart 
observing them in Sbakspere, they regard him in the light ot oi 
accepting alms (like so many meaner persons) from the comrac 
treasury of the universal mind, on winch treasury, meantime, be hi 
himself conferred these phrases os ongmal donations of his ovv 
Many expressions in the “ Paradise Lost,” m “ II Penseroso, and 
“ L’ Allegro,” are in the same predicament And thus the almost i 

credible case is realised which I have described — vnz , that simply 
having suffered a robbery tliiongb two centuries (forjlie first attempt 
plundering Milton was made upon bis juvenile poems), have Sliahqx 
and Milton come to bo taxed os robbers N B — ^In speaking of Ho 
ns having appropnated the pbraseBniiffc of Sighs, I’ViOnM not bo una 
stood to represent him as by possibility aiming at any conccalme 
He was far above sncli a meanness by Ins nobility of heart, as he v 
raised above all need for it by the overflowing opulence of his gentn 
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it formed an oLjcct of fierce yet anxious jealousy, that he 
could not always disguise, as ne first came in sight of it 
for, i£ it happened to he occupied in strength, there ivas an 
end of all hope that we could attempt the passage , and that 
u as a fortunate solution of the difficulty, as it imposed no 
evil heyond a circuit , wluoh, at least, ivas safe, if the uorld 
should choose to call it inglorious Even this shade of 
Ignominy, houever, my brother contrived to colour fa\ cur- 
ably, by calling us — ^that is, me and lumself — “ a corps of 
obseiwation ” , and he condescendingly explamed to me, that, 
although making “ a lateral movement,” he had his eye upon 
the enemy, and “ might yet come round upon his left flank 
m a way that wouldn’t, perhaps, prove very agreeable” 
This, from the nature of the ground, never happened We 
crossed the river at Garrat, out of sight from the enemy’s 
position , and, on our return in the evening, when w e 
reached that point of our route from which the retreat w'as 
secure to Greenhay, we took such revenge for the morning 
insult as might belong to extra liberality in our stone dona- 
tion^ On this line of policy there was, therefore, no cause for 
anxiety , but the common case was, that the numbers might 
not be such as to justify this caution, and jet guitc enough 
for mischief To ray brother, howeier, stung and carried 
headlong into hostihty by the martial instincts of his nature,’ 
the uncasmess of doubt or insecurity was swallowed up by his 
joy in the anticipation of victory, or even of contest , whilst 
to jnysdf, whose exultation was purely official and ceremonial, 
as due by loyalty from a cadet to the head of his house, no 
such compensation existed The enemy was no enemy in my 
eyes , his affronts were but retaliations , and his insults were 
' so inapphcable to my unurorthy self, being of a calilire 
exclusii ely meant for the use of my brother, that from me 
' they recoiled, one and all, as cannon-shot from cotton 
bags 

' The ordinary course of our day’s warfare was tins be- 
tween nine and ten m the morning occurred our first transit/'^ 
and consequently our earliest opportunity for doing business 
But at this time the great sublunai^ interest of breakfast, 
which swallowed up all nobler considerations of glory and 
ambition, occupied the work-people of the factory (or what in 
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tlic pcdtmtic diction of tins day ate termed the “operatives”), 
50 tint \eiT seldom any senons hnsmess was transacted 
■\Vitliont anv formal aimlstice, the pararaonnt convenience 
of such an arrangement silently secured its oivn recogni- 
tion Notice there needed none of tmce, ■vrhen the one 
side yearned for breakfast, and the other for a respite, 
the groups, therefore, on or about the bridge, if any at all, 
were loose in tin ir amv, and careless We passed through 
them tapidh , and, on mv part, uneasi^ , exchanging a fen 
enirl", perhaps, but sehlom or eicr snapping at each other 
The tameness nas almost shocking of those who, m the 
afternoon, vould ineutablv resume their natural characters 
of tiger-cats and voUes Sometimes, honeier, my brother 
felt it to he a dutv that we should fight in the morning, 
part ciilnrly nhen an> expression of public joy for a victory 
— Shells ringing in the distance — or when a royal hirth-day,^ 
or some traditional cominemoration of ancient feuds (such as 
the oth of No\ ember), UTibited his martial propensities 
Some of these, heiiig religious festnals, seemed to reguire of 
ns an extra homa„o, for which ue knew not how to find any 
natnnl or ‘■igmficant expression, except through sharp dis- 
charges of ®tone=, that being a language older than Hebrew 
or Sanscrit, and uniicr«aUv intelligible ■ But, excepting 
those high da\ s of rclieums soleirnity, when a man is called 
’ijian to show that he is not a Pagan or a miscreant in the 
eldest of senses, h\ thumping, or trjing to thump, somebody 
11 ho 13 accused or accusablc of being heterodox, the great 
CTcmony of breakfast iias allowed to sanctify the hour 
Some iptiiral gruiils iie uttered, hut hushed them soon, 

regardless 

” Oi" llie sieccping wkirlpooVs sway, ' 

Tiiii., 1ms 1 a HI j.rini rt|iO'e, look’d for lus evening prev ” 

I 

f/iaf Cline hut too surcli Yc=, evening never forgot to 
corm , this cxlioiis neccssitj of fighting neier missed its road 
1 irk, < r fell a-lccp, or loitered In the way, more than a bill 
of rxchance, or a tcrlnn fever Five times n-v cok (Saturd.ay 
f'-ii't't'iat", and Suiid,ay nlwcays, aicre days of rest) the same 
r-ca** r biprsrd itself in pra’lj neaiiy the same succession, of 
r r.iiin Bi tween four and five o’clock ave had crossed 
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the bridge to the safe, or Greonhay, side , then -n e paused, 
and waited for the enemy. Sooner or latei a bell laiig, and 
from the smoky hive issued the hornets that night and day 
stmig incurably my peace of mind The order and j^roces- 
sion of the incidents after this i\ere odiously monotonous 
My biother occupied the mam high-road, piecisely at the 
pomt where a very gentle rise of the ground attained its 
•summit , for the budge lay in a slight valley , and the mam 
nnhtaiy position n as fifty oi eighty yards above the bridge , 
then — ^but having first examined my poclcets, m order to be 
sure that my stock of ammunition — stones, fragments of slate, 
with a reasonable proportion of biickbats — ^ivas all correct and 
roady for action — ^he detached me about foity yaids to the 
light, my orders being mvanable, and hable to no doubts 
or “quibbling” Detestable m my cais vas that word 

q^uibhhng," by uhich, for a thousand years, if the ivar 
had happened to last so long, he would have fastened upon 
me the imputation of meanmg, or wishing, at least, to do 
what ho called “pettifoguMing” — that is, to jilead some dis- 
tinction, or verbal demui, in bar of my oiders, under some 
colouiable pietence that, according to their literal construc- 
tion, they really did not admit of being fulfilled, or perhaps 
that they admitted it too much as being capable of fulfilment 
m two senses, either of them a practical sense Tiue it was 
that my eye was preternatuially keen for flaws of language, 
not fiom pedantic exaction of supeifluous accuiaoy, but, on 
the contrary, from too conscientious a ivisli to escape the mis- 
takes winch language not rigoious is ajit to occasion So far. 
Horn seeking to “ pettiioguhse ” — i e , to find evasions foi any 
purpose m a tnckster’s minute toituosities of construction — 
exactly m the opposite direction, from mere excess of sin- 
cerity, most unwilhngly I found, m almost everybody’s 
words, an unmtentional opening left for double mterpreta- 
tioiis. Undesigned eqiuvocation prevails everyu here ^ , and it 

, ^ Geometry (it lias been said) nonld not evade disputation, if a man 
could find bis lutcrcst lu disputing it suck is tbe spirit of caVll But 
I, upon a lery opposite giound, assert that there is not one page of 
prose that could he selected from the best writer in the English lan- 
guage (far less in the German), which, upon a sulficient interest 
arising, would not famish matter, simply thioiigh its defects in pre- 
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' 18 not the caMlhng halr-spliltci, hut, on the contrary, the 
Bingle-eyed seivant of truth, that is most likclj to insist 
upon, the limitation of expressions too uide or too vague, atid 
upon the decisive election between meauiugs potentially 
double Not in order to lesist or evade my bioUici's 
directions, but for the very oiipositc jiuipose — that I 
might fulfil them to the letter — thus and no otherwise it 
happened that I showed so much sciupulosity about the 
exact value and position of his words, as finally to draw 
upon mjself the vexatious reproach of being habitually a 
“ pettifoguliser " 

Meantime, our campaigning continued to rage Over- 
tures of pacification weic never mentioned on either side 
And I, for my part, with the iiassioiis only of peace at my 
heart, did the works of war faithfully, and with distinction 
I presume so, at least, fiom the results It is true I- was 
continually falling into treason, without exactly knowing 
how I got into It, or how I got out of it. My brother also, 
It 18 true, sometimes assmod me that ho could, according to 
the rigour of maitial justice, ha\e me hanged on the firat 
tree we passed , to wludi my piosaio answer had been, that 
of trees there were none in Oxfoid Street — (which, in imita- 
tion of Von Troll's famous chapter on the snakes of Lapland, 
the leader may accept, if he pleases, ns a complete course of 
lectures on the “ dendrology ” of Oxford Street) — but, not- 
withstanding such little stumblings in my career, I continued 
to ascend in the service , and I am sure it will gratify my 
friendly readers to hear, that, before my eighth hirth-day, I 
was promoted to the rank of major general Over this sun- 
shine, how ever, soon swept a train of clouds Three times I 
was taken prisoner , and with different results The first 
tune I was earned to the rear, and not molested m any way 
Finding myself thus ignominiously neglected, I watched my 
opportunity , and, by makmg a wide circuit, easily effected 
my escape In the next case, a hnef council was licld over 

^lon, for a suit m Chancery Chaucer j suits do not arise, it is true, 
bewuse the doubtful expressions do not toucli any interest of pro- 
perty , but ivbat does arise is this — ^tliat something more valuable 
man a pecuniary interest is continually sulfering — mz , the interests of 

lirmii 
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me; Lut I Mas not alloMcd to hear the deliberations, the 
result only being conimumcated to me — Minch result con- 
sisted in a message not very comiiliinentaiy to my brothei, 
and a small present of kicks to myself This present was 
paid doMrn Mitliout any discount, by means of a general sub- 
scription amongst the party siiirounding me — that party, 
luckily, not being very numerous , besides Mhich, I must, m 
honest!’, acknoM ledge myself, generally speaking, indebted to 
their forbearance They Mere not disposed to be too hard 
upon me But, at the same tmie, they cleail}’ did not think 
it right that I should escape altogether fioni tastuig the 
cdlamilics of M'ar And this tmnslatcd the estimate of my 
guilt from the public junsdictiou to that of the individual, 
sometunes capricious and harsh, and carrying out the public 
aM’ard hy means of legs that ranged through all gradations 
of M eight and agility One kick difleied e\ceedmgly from 
nnotlier lack in dynamic value , and, m some cases, this 
diffeience M*as so distressingly conspicuous, as to imply special 
- malice, unM’Oithy, I conceive, of all geneious soldiership 
On returning to our OMn fiontici's, I had an opportumty 
of displaying my exemjhary gieenness That message to ray 
brother, vnth all its virus of insolence, I repeated as faithfully 
for the spirit, aud as literally for the evprcssions, as my 
' memory alloMed me to do and in that troublesome effoit, 
simpleton that I was, fancied myself exhibiting a soldier’s 
loyalty to his commandmg oflicer My brother thought 
otherM’ise he was more angry Mith me than ivith the enemy 
_ I ought, he said, to have refused aU paiticipation in su^ 
sansciitottc^ insolence, to carry it^ Mas to acknoM ledge it as 
fit to be cairicd One groM’s Maser ei ery day , and on this 
pailacular day I made a lesoliition that, if again made 
prisoner, I M’ould brmg no'more "jaw ” (so my brother called 
it) from the Fbihstines. If these people icffuld send “jaw,” 
I settled that; henceforM’ards, it must go tlu’ough the post-office 
In my former captures, there had been nothing special or 
Morthy of commemoration m the circumstances. Keithor 
was there m the third, excepting that, by accident, m the 
second stage of the case, I was delivered over to the custody 
of young Momen and guls , Mhereas the ordmarjr course 
would have throM’n me upon the lagilant attentions (reheved 
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from monotony by tiie expenmentnl kicks) of boys So far, 
the change was very much for the better I had a feeling 
mjself, on first being presented to my new young mistresses, 
of a distressmg soit Having always, up to the completion 
of my sixth jear, been a privileged pet, and almost,' I might 
saj, ranking amongst the sanctities of the household, witli all 
its female sections, whether young or old (^n advantage which 
I owed oiigmally to a long illness, ai^ague, stretching over 
two entire years of my mfancy), naturally I had, learned "to 
appreciate the indulgent tenderness of women, and my heart 
thrilled with love and gratitude, as often as they took me up 
into then anus and kissed me Here it would have been 
as every where else , but, unfortunately, my introduction to 
these young women was in tlie very worst of chaiacters I 
had been taken in aims — in arms against their owm. brotlicrs, 
cousins, sweethearts, and on pittexts too frivolous to men- 
tion If asked the question, it would be found that I should 
not my self deny the fact of being at war with their whole - 
order What was the meaning of that? What was it to 
which war pledged a man? It pledged him, in case of 
opportunity, to bum, ravage, and depopulate the houses and 
lands of the enemy , which enemy was these fair girls The 
wairioi stood committed to universal destniction Heilher 
sex noi age , neither the smiles of unoffending infancy nor 
the grey hairs of the veneiable patriarch , neither the 
sanctity of the matron noi the lov'eliness of the youthful 
bride, would confer any pnvili^e wiCh the warnor, conse- 
quently not with me 

Many other hideous features in the mihtary character will 
be found m books mnumeiablc — levelled at those who make 
wai, and therefore at myself And it appears finally hy 
these hooks — that, as one of niy ordmaiy practices, I make'a 
wilderness, and call it a paeiCcation , that I hold itra duty to 
put people to the sworf , which done, to plough up the 
foundations of their hearths and altars, and then to sow the 
ground with salt 

All this was passing through my hram, when suddenly 
one young wonnn snatched me up m her arms, and kissed 
me , from htr, I was pa«‘:ed round to others of the party, who 
all m turn caressed me, with no allusion to that yvarhfce 
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mission, against tliem,nnd theirs, ivliick only had procured 
me the honour of an introduction to themselves in the char- 
acter of captive. The too palpable fact tliat I was not the 
, person meant by nature to exterminate their families, oi to 
make mldemesscs and call them pacifications, had iMth- 
dravm from their minds the counter fact — that, whatei er had 
been my performances, my intentions had been hostile, and 
that in such a chaiacter only I could have become their 
■pnsoner Not only did these young people kiss me, but I 
(seemg no military reason against it) kissed them Eeally, if 
young women will insist on kissing major-generals, they must 
expect that the generals will retabatc. One only of the 
crowd adverted to the character in which I came before 
tliem to be a lawful prisoner, it struck her too logical 
mind that I must have been caught in some aggressive prac- 
tices “ Tlimk,” she said, “ of this little dog fighting, and 
lighting our Jack ” “ But,” said anothei, in a propitiatory tone, 

^ “ perhaps he’ll not do so any moie ” I was toudied by the 
kmdness of her suggestion, and the sweet, merciful sound of 
that same “ Not do so any more” which really w’as prompted, I 
fear, much more by that chanty in her w Inch hopeth all tbmgs, 
than by any signs of amendment m myself Well was it for me 
that no time w’as allowed for investigation into my morals by 
j point-blank questions as to my future intentions In which 
case it would have appeared too undeniably, that the same 
sad necessity which had planted me hitherto in a position of 
hostility to their estimable families, would contmue to perse- 
cute me, and that, on the very next day, duty to my 
brother, howsoever it might struggle with gratitude to them- 
selves would range me in martial attitude, with a pocketful 
of stones, meant, alas ' for the exclusne use of their respect- 
able kinsmen. Whilst I was preparing myself, however, for 
this painful exposition, my female friends observed issumg 
fiom the factorj'^ a crowd of boys not likely at all to improve 
my prospects Instantly setting me down on my feet, they 
formed a sort of coidora samtaire behind me, by stretchmg out 
their petticoats or aprons, as in dancing, so as to touch and 
then, ciying out, " Now’, little dog, run for thy bfe,” prepared 
themselves (I doubt not) for rescuing me, should my re-capture 
be effected. 

^ VOIi I 



82 


ACTOBIQGRAPUr 


But this \ns no^ cfTected, altliongli attempted vitli an 
energy that tdarmed vos, and even perplexed me mih a 
vague thought (far too amhitious for my veai-s) tint one 
or two of the pursuing pat^ might he possessed by some 
denion of jealou^, as evemtnesses to my reiellmg amongst 
the lips of that fair girhsh bevy, kissing and being kissed, 
loving and being loved , in rrluch cose from all that ever 
I had read auout jealonsv fand I had read a great deal — 
nz., * Othello, ' and Collins s ‘ Ode to the Passions '"y, I vas 
satisfied that, if again captured, I had very little chance for 
my life That jealousy avas a green eyed monster, nohocly 
could know bttter than I did. “Oh my lord, hewafe of 
jealousy ’ ■* Yes , and mv lord couldn t possibly have more 
reason for bewaring of it than myself , indeed, well it would 
have been had his lordship mn aaray firom all the ministers 
of jealonsv — ^lago, Cassio and embroidered handkerchiefs — 


at the same pace of six miles an hour which kept me ahead 
of my infuriated pursuers. Ah, that maniac, wlute as a 
leper with flakes of co*ton can I ca er forget him, httn that 
ran so far in advance of his party ? "What passion, but 
jealousy, could have sustained hmi in so hot a "chase ? 
There were some lovely girls m the fair companv that had so 
condesceudinglv caressed me, but, doubtles^ upon that 
sweet creature his love most have settled, who suggested, in 
her soft, relenting voice, a penitence m me that, alas * had 
not ^wned, saying, “ 1 ec , huf perliajps he mV not do s6 asu' 
more Thinkmg as I jaa_ of her beanty, I felt that this 
jealous demoniac must fancy ^hhs^nstified in committmg 
seven times seven murders upon jn^-he should have it in 
IS power But, thank heavei.^ if jealousy can run six 
an hour, there are other pa^ions, as for instance panic, 
ttia. cm run, upon occasion, six,nd a-half : so, as I had the 
^ of him Cvou know, leader^ mi not a very short start— 
tnante be to the expanded petticoats of mv dear female 
en s naturally it happened that the green-eved monster 
came m second best Time luckily was precious with Ann , ' 
md, accorfmgly, when he had chased me 'into the by-road 
iMing down to Greenhay, he turned back. For the 

^ suddeniv rdeased from 

uan^ei But this counted for nothing The 'same scene 
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T^onl'l pwlnLlr Involve iipon me contnmallj’ ; and, on the 
next rehcnrral Gimi^eycs might have hotter luck It 
riudcMOil iHo, hfsuijs, to find tnjself under the political 
cs*-:ty of iminhcring amongst the Pinli'stme'!, and as 
datighloK of Gath, so many kmd-hoarled girls, ^rhom, hy 
porironal proof, I kneu to be such In the profoundcst sense 
I ins nnlinppy , and not fi om ain inonientar}* accident of 
dislreS'-, hut from deep glimpses 11111011 non, and heretofore, 
Ind opened themselves, as occasions arose, into the inevitable 
confUch? of life. One of the saddest among ^mch conflicts is 
the uccessitj , ivlicresoci or it occurs, of adopting — though tlie 
heart should di«oirn — the enmities of one’s oiin family, or 
counlTj', or religious sect In forms hoiv nflhcting mn«t that 
nrce55it3 haic soinehmcs occiured during the I’arlianientaiy 
IVai’’ And, in after 3 cars, amongst our hcautifnl old 
English metrical romances, I found the same impassioned 
complaint nileicd 113 a knight, Sir Vnain, as early ns 
A.n 1240 —- 

“Dot now, vlicrt’er I slm or go, 

Mj heart Snr has th it is nij lou ' ” 

I kmnv — I anticipated to a ccrtniut3 — that m3’ biother 
nonld not hear of any merit belonging to the factoiy popula- 
tion nhom evciy da}* 11 e had to meet m battle , on the con- 
ttari, cien Pubmission on fhcir part, and inllingness to walk 
penitcntiall}’ through the Farcm Caudina:, iiould Imrdly 
Imvc satisflcd Ins sense of their cnmiunlit} Often, indeed, 
as we came in view of the factory, he i\ ould shake his fist at 
if, and sai, in a ferocious tone of voice, " Dejpida-est^ Oar- 
ih^o f ” And cerlainl}*, I thought to myself, it must be 
nSlmitted b}* cierjbodi*, that the factoiy people are mev- 
cusablc in raising a rebellion against ni}* brother But still 
rebels ivere men, and soraetiraes n ere ii omen , and rebels 
that streteb out tbcir petticoats like fans for the sake of 
screening one from the hot piirsiut of enemies with fiery 
eyes (green or otherwise) really are not the sort of people 
that one wishes to hate. 

Homewards, therefore, I drew in sadness, and little 
doubting that hereafter I might liaie verbal fends with my 
brother on behalf of my fair friends, but not clieaming how 
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miicli displeasure I Lad already incurred Ly my treasonable 
collusion ivith tlieir caresses That part of tlie affair be had 
seen \nlb bis oiiii eyes, fiom bis position on the field j and 
then it was that he left me indignantly to my fate, which, by 
my first reception, it uas easy to see would not piove vcay 
gloomy When I came into our oivn study, I found him 
engaged in prepaimg a huUdtn (which word was just then 
lia\elhng into unnersal use), reportmg hnefly the events of 
the day Tlio ait of dranmg, as I shall again have 
occasion to mention, was amongst his foremost accomplish- 
ments, and loimd the raaigin of the bulletin ran a black 
border, ornamented with cypress, and other funereal 
emblems When finished, it was earned into the room of 
Mis Evans This Mra Evahs was an important person in 
our afiairs My mother, who never chose to have any 
direct commiimcation with her servants, always had a 
housekeeper for the regulation of all domestic business , and 
the housekeeper for some years was this Mrs Evans. Into 
her private parlour, nhere she sat aloof from the under 
sen ants, my bi other and I had the entree at all times, but 
upon lerj diffeieiit teims of acceptance he ns a favounte of 
the first class , J, by sufferance, ns a sort of gloomy shadow 
that ran after Ins person, and could not well be shut out if. 
he were let in Him she admired in the very highest 
degree , mj self, on Uie contrary, she detested, — ^which made 
me unhappy But then, in some measure, she made amends 
for this, by despising me in extremity , and for that I was 
triilj thankful — I need not say why, ns the reader already 
knows inij she detested me, so far as I know, arose in 
part out of mj thoughtfulness itidisposed to garrulity, and in 
port out of my saiage, Orson JilvO sincerity I had a great 
deal to saj, but then I could say it only to a aery few 
people, amongst whom Mrs Evans nas certainly not one, 
and when I did say anj thing, I fear that dire ignorance pre- 
lentcd nij lajiiig the proper icstraints upon my too liberal 
taiidoiir, and that could not prove acceptable to one n ho, 
thought nothing of n orking for any purpose, or for no pin- 
posc, bj petty tricks, or even falsehoods— all which I held 
m s* cm abhorrence, that I was at no pains to conceak The 
bK«c'tn on this occasion, garnished wnth its iiageantry of woe, 
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cypress -WTeatlis, and arms ie\erscclj nas read aloud to Sirs 
E\ans, indirectly tlxerefoic to me It tommumcated, uitli 
Spartan breiity, the sad mtelhgencc (but not sad to hlrs E ), 
"that the majoi-general had for e\cr disgraced himself, by 
submitting to the caresses of the enemy” I leave a 

blank for the epithet aflised to “ caresses,” not because there 
teas any blank, but, on the contiary, because my brother's 
urath liad boiled over in such a hubble-bubble of epithets, 
some only half erased, some doubtfully erased, that it was 
impossible, out of the various readmgs, to pick out the true 
classical text, “Infamous,” “disgusting,” and “odious,” 
struggled for precedency , and tnfamous they might be , but 
on the other affixes I held my oi\-n pnvate opinions For 
some days, my brother’s displeasure continued to roll in 
leverberating thunders, but at length it giouled itself to 
rest j and at last he descended to mild expostulations with 
me, showmg clearly, in a senes of general orders, what 
{rightful consequences must ensue, if inajoi -generals (as a 
general principle) should allow tlieraselvcs to be kissed by 
the enemy 

About this tune, my brother began to issue, instead of 
occasional bulletins, tliiough ■which hitherto he had bienthed 
his opinions into the ear of the public (vi/ , of Mrs Evans), 
a regular gazette, ivluch, in imitation of the “London Gazette,” 
was published tmee a-week I suppose that no creature 
ever led such a bfe as I did in that gazette. Euu up to the 
giddiest heights of pioinotion on one day, foi ments which I 
could not myself discern, in a week or two I was hi ought to 
a court-martial for offences equally obsciue 1 was 
cashiered , I was restored “ on 4lio intercession of a dis- 
tinguished lady” (Mis. Evans, to wit), I was threatened 
wuth being-drummed out of the aimy, to the music of the 
“Rogue’s Maich” , and then, in the midst of all this misery 
and degradation, upon the discovery of some supposed energy 
that I had mamfested, I was decoiated with the Older of the 
Bath My reading had been extensive enough to give me 
some vague aenal sense of the honour involved in such a 
decoration, whilst I ivas profoundly ignorant of the channels 
through which it could reach an individual, and of the sole 
fountain from wdiich it could flow But, in this enormity of 
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disproportion lietrs een llie cansB and the effect; between the 
agency and the result, I saw notliing more astonishing than 
I had seen in many other cases confessedly true Thou- , 
sands of last effects, Tiy all that I had heard. Indeed them- 
selTes to causes apparentlj' tmiah The dreadful taint of 
scrofula, according to the belief of all Christendom, ied at 
the simple touch of a Stuart soiereign^ no miracle in the 
Bible, ffoni Jordan or from Bethesda, cotdd be more sudden, 
01 more astoundmglj iictonous By my own expenence, 
again, I knew that a stijan (as it is called) upon the eydid 
coidd be canly reduced, though not instantaneously, by the 
slight apphcatiop of anj golden trmlieL Wmts upon the 
fingers of chddreu I had uij self known to vanish imder the 
icrbal charm of a gipsy woman, without any medicinal 
application wliateier And I wdl knew, that idmost all 
nations Lelieitd in the dreadful mystery of the enl'^je, 
some requiiing, as a condition of the enl agencj', the co- 
presence of malice m the agent , but others, as appeared from 
my fatlici-’a Portuguese recollections, ascribing the same 
horrid power to the me of certam select persons, even 
though innocent gf^f^ialignant purpose, and absolutely * 
unconscious j/'iueir ownYtal gift, until awakened to it by 
the results. thcrefo^ should there be anything to 

shocl^ or e.cn to 8urprise,\n the power claimed by my 
brother, as a> attribute malleable from primogeniture in 
certain select families, of cowerring knightly honours 1 
The led ribinc of the Bath h^^ certainly did confer upon 
me , and once, n a paroxysm of imprudent hberahtj , he 
promised me at .ko end of certain months, supposing that 
I 6w en ed from my duty by no atrocious delm^uency, the 
Garter it'clf, This, I knew, was •> far loftier distmction 
than the Bath Even then it w as so , and siucc those days 

* ** ft Slvarl fOfiTciyn” and 'by no means of a Stnort onlj 
Q> '’cn Anne, llic last Slnait who sat on the British throne, avos the 
lost of our princes who touched for the fcinj/ a ceil (as scrofula w is 
he trally (^Icd until latclv) , but the Bourbon Houses, ou the 
of I rarct, Sjiain, and Kaplw, os v cll os the House of Savoj , 
Mi sr-ai and tx'rviK-d tiiDi-aniclanpcrnaturalpn\ilcgc down to ftniuclf 
later K»ao<» that, the acar ITUV-tlic last of Queen Anne according 

ixipnlar faitSi, thej could have cleansed Xviraaii 
lb" ‘’v r. n, nud Othari too 
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jt lias liecomo imicli luoi-e so, because the long roll of 
inailial semces m tlie great uar •mtli Kapoleon compelled 
our government grcatlj to unden tlie basis of the Bath. 
This promise was never fulfilled , but not for any uaut ot 
clamorous persecution on iny part addi'cssed to my biothei’s 
u caned ear, and somewhat callous sense of lionoui E\erj 
fortnight or so, I look care that lie should receive a 
refresher,” as law j ers call it — a new and levised bnef — 
incinoiialising my pretensions These it was my brotlier’s 
liolicy to pairy, by alleged instances of recent misconduct on 
my part But all such offences, I insisted, weie thoroughly 
washed awaj’ bj’ subsequent sei vices ui moments of peiil, 
such as he himself could not always deny In reality, I 
Jielieve his real motive for withholding the Qaitcr wns, that 
he liad nothing better to hestoiv upon himself 

“ Now, look here,” he would say, appealing to Mrs Evans, 
“I suppose there’s a matter of lialf-a-dozeii kmgs on the 
Continent that would consent to lose thiee of their fingers, 
if by such a saciifice they could purchase the blue riband , 
and here is fins little scami), conceiting himself entitled to it 
before he has finished two campaigns” But I w'as not tlie 
person to ho beaten oft m this ioshioii I took my stand 
upon the promise A promise teas a pioiuise, e\eii if made 

to a scamp , and then, , besides but thpio I hesitated , 

awful thoughts intei posed to check me , else I wished to 
suggest that, perhaps, some two or thiee among that half- 
dozen kings might also be scamps Iloweiei, I reduced the 
case to this plain, dileiimia These si\ kmgs had received a 
piomi'se, or they had not. If they had not, my case ivas 
bcttei than then’s, if they had, then, said I, “all seien of 

us” 1 was going to add, “are sailing m the same boat,” 

or something to that cflec^ though not so picturesquely 
evpressod , but I was luteiniptcd by bis deadly fiowii at my 
audacity in thus Imkiiig mjself on as a seventh to this 
attd^e of kings , and that such an absolute grub should 
dream of ranking ns one in a bnglit pleiad of pietenders to 
the Garter I bad not particularly thought of that , but, 
now that such a demur was offered to my consideration, I 
thought of lemmdiiig him that, in a certain shadbw’y sense, 

T also might presume to class myself as a king, — the meaning 
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of '\\Iucli was this Both my hrollier and inysd.f, for the sahe 
of varying our intellectual amusements, occupied ourselves at 
times in goi eming imaginary kmgdoms I do not mention 
this as anythmg unusual , it is a common resource of mental 
activity and of aspiring enei^es amongst hojs Hartley 
Coleridge, for example, had a kingdom ivhich he governed 
for many jears , whether veil or lU, is more than I can say 
Kindly, I am sure, he v ould govern it , hut, unless a 
machine had been iniented for enabling him to write "with- 
out elfoit (as was really done for our Koiirth George dunng 
the pressure of illness), I fear that the public service must 
have languished deploiably for uant of the royal signature 
In sailing past his own dominions, what dolorous oulcncs 
would ha\e sainted him fiom the shore — ^“Holloa, royal sir' 
here’s the deuce to pay a perfect lock there is, ns tight as 
locked jav , upon the couise of our public business , throats 
there are to be cut, from the product of ten jail-delivcries, 
and nobody dares to cut them, for want of the proper 
V arrant , nrchbishopiics there are to be filled, and, because 
the} arc not filled, the vhole nation is running helter-skeltei 
into heresj , — and all in consequence of your majesty’s 
sacred laziness ” Our goi cmnients v ere less remissly 
administered , since each of us, by continued leports of 
iinpioi ements and gracious concessions to the folly or the 
veakness of our subjects, stimulated the zeal of his m'al- 
And here, at least, there sccincd to be no reason why I 
should come into collision with my brother At any rale, I 
took pains not to do so But all was m vain. My destiny 
i.as, to live in one eternal element of fend 

Sly own kingdom vns an island called Gombroon But 
in vhat pirallcl of north or south latitude it lay, I concealed 
for a time as rigorously as ancient Borne through every 
cenlurj concealed her real name ^ The object in this iiro- 

^ Ono reason, I bchcic, ivhj it vos hold a point of wisdom, m 
ancient davs, tint the metropolis of a warlike state should ha\e a 
f tcrel name hidden from the w orld, laj in the Pagan practice of cvocatton, 
appliwl to the tutelarj deities of such a state. Tliese deities might he 
Inrcd lij certain ntes and briberies into a transfer of tbcir faionrs to 
tlic oesiepiiig arm} But, in order to make such an ci ocation cffcclinl. 
It - as necc^'ary to know tho original and secret name of the be- 
lengnered citj . and tins, tlitrcfore, was rihgiouslj concealed. 
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viBional concealment w asj to , regulate the position of niy oi\ n 
teiTitory by that of my brothei'^s , for I iras determined to 
place a moustrons world of waters betw^een ns, ns the only 
' chance (and a very poor one it proved) for compelling my 
brother to keep thb peace At length, for some reason nn- 
knomi to me, and much to ni}' astonishment, he located Ins 
capital city in the high latitude of 65 deg north That 
fact being once published and settled, instantly I smacked my 
little kingdom of Gombroon dowTi into the tropics, 10 
deg , I think, south of the line. Now, at least, I was on 
the right side of the hedge, or so I flattered myself , for it 
struck mo that mj' brother never would degrade himself hy 
; fitlmg out a costly nautical expedition agamst poor little 
' Gombroon , and how else could he get at me 1 Suiely the 
lery fiend himself, if he happened to be in a high arctic 
latitude, would not indulge Ins malice so fai as to follow its 
tr^ into the Tropic of Capricora And what was to he got 
b^uch a freak ? There was no Golden Fleece in Gombroon 
If the fiend or^ n^/hiothcr fancied that, for once tliey wcic 
in the wrog g hp y^, and theic was no vanety of vegetable 
produce, for I never denied that the poor little island was 
only 270 nules in cuouit. Think, then, of sailing through 
75 deg of latitude only to crack such a miseiable littiie 
fil^rt as that But my hiothcr stunned me hy explaining 
that, although his capital lay m lat 65 deg N, not the less 
his dominions swept southwards through a matter of 80 
or 90 deg ; and, as to the Troinc of Capiicoin, much of it 
was his own'piivate propel ty I was aghast at hearing that 
It seemed that wist horns and promontoiics ran doivn fioni 
all parts 5f his doinmions towards any country whatsoever, 
in either hemisphere — empire, or republic, monarchy, 
polyarchy, or anarchy — that he might have reasons for 
assaulting 

Here lu one moment TOmshed all that I had relied on 
for protection distance I had relied on, and suddenly I was 
, found in close neighhomhood to my most formidable enemy 
Poverty I had relied on, and that was not denied , he granted 
the poverty, but it w as dependent on the harbsirism of the 
Gombroonians It seems that in the central forests of 
Gomhrooma there were diamond mmes, w'hich my people, 
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from tticir iovr coadit Jon of cmlisntioii, did not value, nor liad 
"nv means of working Farewell, tlieicfore, on mi/ side, to" 
'll! liopos of endimiig peacc^ for liere was estakbshed, m legal 
pbnse, a hni for ei-er njion mr island, and not upon its inai:gin, 
but its leri centre, in favour of any imaders, better able 
taan tbe nati\ es to make its treasures available. For, of old^ 
it was an article in my brotbers code of morals — that, 
supposing a contest between any two parties, of wliicli one 
possessed an artitk, whilst the other was better able to use it, 
the rightful propirtv lested m tlie latter As if you met A 
nnn with a mu-ket, then lou nught justly challenge him to 
a trial in the art of miking gunpowder , which if you eotdd . 
nuke, and in, could iic', in that case the musket was dcjitre 
lours For what shadow of a right had the fellow to a nohic 
instrument wliitli he could not “mamtain” in a scrricwblo 
condition, and “ ked ’’ w ith its ilailj rations of powder and 
shot 1 bull, It iiiai be fancied that, since all the relations 
between us ns indepciulcnt sovereigns (whether of war, or 
peace or troatj) rested upon our own representations and 
ofltcial rtport', it was aunly within my competence to deny 
cr q oalifi , as much as wnthin his to assert But, to reality, 
the lar of the conkst between ns, as suggested by some 
intl.nct of pwqnietj in im own mind, would not allow mo 
to proceed in such a method IVhat he said was like a move 
at chess or drauguts, which it was childish to dispute The 
1110% c Ih. iig ma>lc, m% business was — to face it, to pany it, 
to » %ade It, and, if I could, to oicrthrow it I proceeded ns 
a Kw%«.r wlio moies as long ns he can, not by blank denial 
of f’cte (or coiii’TjpJo an tfi'i), but by demurring (i c, adinit- 
I’lig tl e allegatioi's of fact, or olheiwige intciprcting their 
construe*!' n} It was the understood ncccssilj of the case, 
that I mn-t j isj-i\<,l% accept my brothers slatemcnU so far 
O'! rtev-dui their %erl»al uapres^’on , and, if I would cslncata 
Via pov,r I'-^andtra from ihcir troubles, it must be by some 
dittitut on or Ciasioii hing vnthin this expression, or pot 
1 ^at kl% co.itrr'licting it 

' Ik^fa^d to what extent,' my brother {tked, “diil'I 
1 ’w tix> ' Uj,fin mi sul'jcctsJ * ilrfir'titn]*ube was (o 
iVa* I dill ret ta'' them at all, for I had a perfect horror of 
th n,' * < ; I, at j-« k rdlow of iiiv sajiiig Hntt; 
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because it was too probable 'lie tvonld deiuancl to know 
how, in. that case, I mamtamed a standing army , and if I 
once aioned it to be supposed that I had none, there ^ as an 
end for ever to the independence of my people Poor 
Hungs’ they would Imo 'been invaded and dragooned in a 
montli I took some da}B, therefore, to consider that point, 
but at last lepbed, that my people, being maritime, supported 
Uieiuselvcs mamly by a hernng fishery, from which I deducted 
a part of the produce, and aftenvards sold it for manure to 
ncighboimng nations. This last hint I horroned from the 
conversation of a strangei nlio happened to dine one day at 
' Greenhay, and mentioned tliat in Devonshire, or at least on 
the western coast of that country, near Dfracombe, upon any 
c\cessivo take of luacrings, beyond what tho maikcts could 
absorb, the surplus was applied to the land as a valuable 
'dressing It might be inferred from tins account, howeier, 
that the arts must be in a languishing state, amongst a people 
that did not nuderstand the jiroccss of salting fisli j and my 
brother observed dcrisiicly, much to my grief, that a wrctclied 
icht hyophago us people must make shocking soldieis, weak as 
watery and liable to be knocked oier like lune-pms ; whereas, 
in hs anny, not a man ever ate heriings, pilchards, ma ckei ;els, 
01, in fact, condescended to anytfiuTg worse"*Sinn sirloins of 
beef -• ' 

At every stei> I had to contend for tho honour and in- 
dependence of my islanders , so tliat enily I came to un- 
derstand the weight of Shakspero’s Eciitimcut — 

“ Uneasy lies the bead that wears a crown ' " 

Oh, reader, do not laugh ’ I lived for ever under the terroi 
oltivo separate wars in tw'o separate worlds one against the' 
factory boys, m a real world of flesh and blood, of stones and 
bnckbats, of flighty and pursnit, that w'ere anything hut 
figurative , the other in a world purely aerial^ where all the 
combats and the sufferings were absolute moonshine And yet 
the simple truth is— that, for auMcty and distress of mind, 
the reality (winch almost every morning’s light brought 
round) was as nothing in comparison of that dream-kingdom 
which rose like a vapoui from my own hiain, and which 
- apparently by the fiat o{ my will could be for cvct dissohed. 

" *■ T ~ 
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All ' l)Tit no , I had contracted obligations to Gombroon , I , 
had snhnutted my conscience to a jmke , and in 3 

my niU had no such autocratio poner 
of a shadow, earnest study for the welfare of tiiat shadon, 
sympathy with the wounded sensibilities of that shadow 
under accumulated UTongs, these bitter eTpenences, nursed 
by brooding thought, had gradually frozen that shadow into 
a rigour of reality far denser than the material realities oi 
brass or granite. Who builds the most durable dwellings ? 
asks the labourer in “Hamlet", and the ausner is. The 
gravedigger He builds for corruption , and yet his tene- 
ments are incorruptible “ the houses which he makes last to 
doomsday" ^ Who is it that seclcs for concealments Bet 
him hide himself® m the unsearchable chambers of ught— 


1 “ namlet,” Act v scone 1 . , , .u i . + 1.^1 

= "IJtde lamsdf in— light" —Tho greatest scholar, by far, 
this island ever produced (viz , Ilicliard Bentley) published (ns is 
known) a 4to volume that in some icspecte is tho yoi^ -npnt 4to now 
extant iii tho vorld— viz , a critical edition of the , ,, 

observe, in tho “ISdinbnrgh Beucw" (July, 1851, No 191, p h 
that a learned critic supposes Bentley to have meant this ®““on 
“ practical vest ” Not at all Neither conld the critic linvo fancied 
such a possibilitj, if ho had taken the trouble (which i > 
many a vear back) to cji amine it A jest book it certainly is, an 
most prosperous of jest books, but undoubtedly never meant for 
by the author A mau whoso lips are livid with anger dOTS not j , 
and does not understand jesting Still, tho Edinburgh 
right about the proper functions of the book, though wrong udou 
intentions of tho author Tho fact is, the man was maniaca y 
error, and alwajs in error, as regarded tho ultimate or poetic _ 
of Milton , but, as regarded truth reputed and truth apparent, no i 
hadtheairof being funouslyin thought, an example of whicii 
cite Milton, in tho First Book of tho “ Paradise Lost, had sal 


“ That fiom tho secret top 
Of Oreb or of Sinai didst inspire , ” 

upon which Bentley comments in effect thus “ How ! — ^the exposrf 
summit of a mountain secret t Wlij, it’s like Charing Cross— -alw^ 
the least secret place in the whole county ” So one “’S® 
smee tho summit of a mountain, like Plinlimmon or Cader Idris 
Wales, like Skiddaw or nelveUjn in England, constitutes ® 
object of attention and gaze for tho whole circumjacent dism , 
measured by a radius sometimes of 15 to 20 miles. Upon this c 
Eideration, Bentley instructs us to substitute as tho true 
“That on the sacred top,'" Ac Meantime, an actual experiment win 
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of liglit vrliicli at noonday, more effectually than any gloom, 
conceals theA’ery bnghtest stars, rather thali in labyrinths of 
darlmcss the thickest. TThat criminal is that who wishes 
t6 abscond from public justice ? Let lum hurry into the 
ficantic publicities of London, and by no means into the q^uiet 
piivacies of the country So, and upon the analogy of these 
cases, we may understand that, to make a strife overwhelming 
by a tliousandfold to the feelings, it must not deal with 
gloss material interests, hut \nth such as rise into the u orld 
of dreams, and act upon the nerves through spiiitual, and not ■ 
through fleshly, torments Mmc, in the present case, rose 
Buddeidy, like a rocket, into then meridian altitude, by 
means of a hint furnished to my bi other from a Scottish 
advocate’s reveries 

' This advocate, who by his wiitings became the remote 
cause of so mudi aflhction to my childhood, and struck a 
blow at the dignity of Gombroon that neither my brother 
' nor all the forces of Tigrosylvama (my brother’s kingdom) 
ever could have devised, ivaJ^he celebrated James Bninett^ 

, better known to the Enghsli public by his judicial title of 
Lord Monboddo The Burnetts of Monboddo, I have often 
'heard, Mere a race distmguishcd for then intellectual ac- 
coinplishraents through several successive generations , and 
the judge in question was eminently so It did him no 
injury that many people regarded him as crary In 

England, at the beginning of the last centiirj', ue had a 
saymgji m reference to the Harveys of Lord Biistol’s 
-family, equally distinguished for wit, beauty, and eccen- 
tricity, that at the creation there had been three kmds of 
people made — ^viz , men, women, and Harveys , and by all 
accounts something of the same kind might plausibly have 

demonstrate that there is no place so ahsolutely secret and hidden as 
the exposed summit of a monntaui, 3500 feet high, in respect to an 
oye stationed m the valley immediately below A nholo party of men, 

M omen, horses, and even tents, looked at under those circumstances, 
is ahsolntoly invisible unless by the aid of glasses and it becomes 
evident that a murder might ho committed on the hare open summit 
of such a mountain nith more assurance of absolute seoreoj' than any- 
where else in the avholo surrounding district 

^ Which “saying” is sometimes ascribed, I know not how bail j, to 
Lady Mary Wortlcy Montagu , 
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been said in Scotland about the Burnetts Lord Monboddo’s 
nieces, of ■wbom one pensbed by falling from a jirecipice 
(and, as I have beard, tbrougb mere absence 'of mind, ubilst 
musing upon a book ivlijcli slie carried in her band), still 
survive m tbe affection of many friends, tbrougb the 
interest attacbed to tbeir intellectual gifts , and Miss 
Burnett, tbe daughter of tbe judge, is remembered in aU 
tbe memorials of Burns tbe poet^ ns tbe most bdaiitiful, and 
otbenvise the most interesting, of bis female aiistocratic 
fncnds in Edinburgh Lord Monboddo lumself trod an 
eccentric path in literature and philosophy , and our tutor, 
■who spent his uliole bfe m reading, intlidrawing himself in 
that uay from tbe aiivieties incident to a narrou income 
and a large family, found, no doubt, a vast fund of interest- 
ing suggestions in Lord M ’s “ Dissertations on tbe Origin of 
Language ” , but to us he communicated only one section of 
tbe work It was a long passage, contaming some very 
useful illustrations of a Greek idiom , useful I call them, 
because four years afterwards, when I bad made great 
advances in my knowledge of Greek, they so appeared to 
me ^ But then, being scarcely seven years old, as soon as 

^ It stakes me, upon second tlionghts, that the parUonlar idiom 
which Lord Monboddo illustrated ns regarded the Greek Inngua^ 
merits a momentary notice , and for this reason — ^that it plays a part 
not at all less conspicuons or less delicate in the Latin Here is on 
instance of its use in Greek, taken from the well knowm Night-scene 
m the "Hind” — ' 

7ij9ij(r€ de Troi/ievos ijtos, , 

“ and the heart of the shepherd rejoices " , w here the verb yfiOriae is in 
the indefinite or aorist tense, and is meant to indicate a condition of 
feeling not limited to any time whatever — ^past, present^ or future In 
Latm the force and elegance of this usage are equally impressive, if 
not more so At tlus moment I remember two cases of thw in Hor^ 

1 “ Bari antecedentem scelcstnm 

Deseruil pede pcena clnndo ” , 

2 ‘‘ssepe Diespiter 
Ncglectus incesto addtdU mtegrnm ’* 

That- IS — “ Oftentimes the Snpreme Euler, when treated witli ncglcrf, 
confounds or unites (not has wilted, ns the tyro might 'fancy) the 
impure man with the upnght in one common fate ” , 

Exceedingly common is this usage in Latin poetry, when the object 
IS to generahse a remark — as not connected with one mode of. time 
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oat tutor liad finislied lus long extract' fcom tlie Scottish 
judge’s predion, I could express my thankfulness for what 
^I’had receued only by composing my features to a deeper 
solemmty and sadness than usual — ^no very easy task, I have 
been fold , otherwise, I really had not the remotest concep- 
'tion of what lus lordship m^nt I knew very well the 
thmg called a ierise ; I knew even then by name the Aoristus 
Fnmws, as a respectable tense m the Greek language. It 
(or shrdl we say /ic®) was known to the whole Christian 
world by this distmction of Primus; clearly, therefore, 
there must be some low, vulgar tense in tlie background, 
J pretending also to' the name of Aonst, but universally 
scouted as the Aonstus Secundus, or Birmingham counterfeit 
So that, unable as I was, from ignorance, to go along with 
' ‘ .Lord M’s appreciation of his pretensions, shll, had it been 
• possible to^ meet an Aonstus Pnmus in tlie flesh, I should 
" have bowed to him submissively, as to one apparently 
endowed with the mysterious rights of primogemture Not 
so nyr brother Aonst, indeed i Pnmus or Secundus, what 
mattered it ? Pavmg-stones were something, bnekbats were 
something, but an old superannuated tense • That any 
' grown man should trouble lumself about iliatl Indeed, 
there was sometlung extraordinary there For it is not 
' amongst the ordinary functions of lawyers to take charge of 
Gredv , far less, one might suppose, of lawyers in Scotland, 
where the general system of education has moved for two 
centuries upon a principle of sbght regard to classical litera- 
-ture Latin literature was very much neglected, and Greek 
nearly altogether The more was the astomshmeut at find- 
ing a rare dehcacy of critical instmct, as well as of critical 

mOTc than another In reality, all tliree modes of time — past, pre- 
sent, future — are nsed (thongli not equally used) in aU languages for 
this pnrpose of gcnomlisahon Thus, 

3 The fatnre • as, Sapiens dommahitnr *istns 
2 Tbc present as. Fortes fortune jurat. 

. ' 3 The jjosi ns in the tno cases cited from Horace. 

, But this practice holds cquallj in English as to the future and 
the present, nohody will douht it , and here is a case from the past— 
“The fool /lafA said m bis heart, There is no God”, notmeamng 
that in some past time ho hath said so, hut that generally m all times 
he does say so, and tei7l say so 
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sa-acity, applied lo tlie Greek idiomatic niceti« Ij a 
Scottish laii-jer— V 17 , that same eccentric judge, fir^ made 

knowTi to us \yy out tutor t * i 

To the majority of readers, meantime, at this daj, Lora 
M IS memorahle chiefly for his crare about the degeimracy 
of us poor moderns, ivhen compared uatli the men of Pagan 
antiquity , ovhich craze itself might 

generally kiioOTi, except in connection mth the little skir 
mish between him and Dr Johnson, noticed m Boswells 
account of the Doctor’s Scottish tour “Ah, doctor, ^ said 
Lord M , upon some casual suggestion of that topic, poor 
creatures are we of this eighteenth century , our fathers 
nere better men than we ' ” “ Oh no, my lord,’ wM John- 

son’s reply , “we are quite as strong ns our forefathers, ana 
a great deal wiser ' ” Such a craze, however, is too widely 
diffused, and falls in with too obstinate a preconception 

1 •'Too (Asttnaie a preconception" —Until the 
-ind of fossil pitaontologj, concumng with vist 
science of comparative anatomj, it is a well ostablisl cd fwt, Hmt 
oftentimes the most scientilio museum admitted as genuine fngmen 
of the human osteology what in fact belonged to tlm gigantic hra^ 
our earth in her earliest stages of development This mistake w 
CO some way in accounting for the absurd disposition in all S™ ' 
tions to now themselves as ahndged editions of their 
Added to which, ns a separate canso of error, there wn be mi 
donbt, that intermingled with the human nee there has at moai 
penodsof the world been a separate and Titanic race, snob as mo 
Anakim amongst the peoples of Palestine, the Cyclopean nee diffl^i 
over tlio Tkleditemucan m the elder ages of Greece, and ccrain 
amongst the Alps, known to Evelyn in his youth (ahout Cr®""'®" ® 
time) hy an unpleasant travelling expencnco These gigantic rac , 
however, were no arguments for a degencmtion amongst tno mi 
mankind They were evideutlj a variot> of man, co existent ^tn u 
ordmary races, hut liable to ho absorbed and gradually lost by mtc - 
mamage amongst other tnhes of the ordinary standard Occasion 
exhpmations of such Titan skeletons would strengthen the commo 
prejiffice They would be taken not for a local Tanety, but for a 
anteddiman or prehistonc type, from which the present races of m 
had ainsen by gradual degeneration - 

These cases of actual but misinterpreted experience, at tnc sa 
time that they naturallj must tend to fortifj the popular projudi , 
would also, hy accountmg for it, and engrafting it upon a .u 

ongm, so far tend to take from it the reproach of a prejudice In® S 
erroneous, it would yet seem to us, in looking hack upon it, a ratio 
and even an inevitable opinion, having such plausible gronnos 
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in -the human race, which has in every age hypoohondriacally 
T^arded itself as under some fatal necessity of dwindlingj, 
“inuch to have challenged public attention As real 
paradoses (spite of the idle meaning attached usually to the 
'■word paradov) have often no falsehood in theiuj so h^ere, on 
the contrary, was a falsehood ivluch had . in it nothing 
paradoxical - It contradicted all the indications of Ihstory 
and experience, which uniformly had pointed in the very 
^ opposite direction , and so far it ought to have been 
paradoxical (that is, revolting to popular opinion), but 
was not so, for it fell m with preiaihng opinions, with 
’ the oldest, blindest, and most inveterate of human super- 

stand upon j plansiblo, I mean, until science and accurate examina- 
tion of tlio several cases bad begun to read them into a different con- 
struction Yet, on the other hand, m spite of any colovirablo excuses 
that niaj be pleaded for this prejudice, it is pretty plain that, after 
ah, there is m hnm'tn nature a deep-lard predvapeartrente an obstinate 
craze of this nature I^o nhy is it that, in every ago alike, men 
have asserted or even assumed the downward tendency of the human 
race m all that regards niorai qualities For the physical degenera- 
ition of man there really were some apparent (though erroneous) 
argumonts , but for the moral degeneration, no aigiimeut at all, small 
or great. Yet, a bigotry of belief m this idle notion has always pre- 
vailed amongst moralists. Pagan alike and Christian Horace, for 
example, informs us that 

' “ Aetas parentum, pejor aris, tubt 

Nos nequiores — roo\ daturos 
Progeniera vitiosiorem ” 

1 

The last generation was worse, it seems, than the penultimate, as the 
present is worse than the last We, however, of the present, bad as 
we may be, shall be kept m countenance by the coming generation, 
which will prove much w'oise than ourselves On the same precedent, 
aU the sermons through the three last ccutunes, if traced back through 
decenuial periods, so ns to form thirty successive strata, vvill be found 
regulaily daiming the pieoedenoy in wickedness for the immediate 
period of the writer Upon wluch theories, as men ought phj sically 
to have dwindled long ago into pigmies, so, on the other hand, 
morally they must by this time have left Sodom and Gomorrah 
far hehind What a strange animal must man upon this scheme offei 
to our contemplation ,''slmnking m size, by graduated process, throng 
every century, until at last ho would not nso on mch from the ground 
. and, on tho other baud, as regards villany, towering ever more and 
more up to the heavens ,^Vliat a dwarf 1 what a giant J Why, the 
very crows would comhine to destroy such a little monster. ' 
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stiUons If extravagant, jet to the multitude it did not 
sam exlraiagant So natural a mze, lliercfore, liOTcier 
liaseless, would never lia\o earned Lord Monboddo s nainc 
into tliat metconc notoriety and atmospbere of aatomsli- 
ment Tiliicli soon invested it in England ilnd, ™ 
case, my cMdhood -would liave escaped tlie deadliest bliglit 
of mortification and despondencj that tould have heui 
incident to a most moibid lempcranient concumng lutli a 
situation of visional} (}es' if }ou please, of fantastic) bn 


still of most real disliess ‘ 

How much It would have astonished Lord hlonboduo 
to find himself made answerable — iirtually made answei* 
able, by the eiudence of secret tears — ^for the misery of an 
unknown child in Lancashiie Yet night and day these 
silent memonals of suffenng were accusing him as the 
founder of a wound that could not be healed It happened 
that the several volumes of his woik lay for weeks in tlie 
study of our tutor Chance directed the eye of my brother, 
one day, upon that part of the work in which Lord iL 
unfolds his h}pothesis that origmally the human race hod 
been a vaiiety of the ape On wdiich hypothesis, by the 
way, Dr Adam Clarke’s substitution of ape for serpenit, in - 
translating the word nae/task (the brute tempter of Eve), 
woidd have fallen to the ground, smee this would simpl} 
have been the case of one human bemg tempting anolhei 
It followed inevitably, accordmg to Lord M , however pain- 
ful it might be to human dignit}, that, m this their early 
stage of brutality, men must have had tails My biother 
mused upon this reverie, and, in a few days, published an 
extract from some scoundrel’s travels in Gombioon, according 
to which the Gombioonians had not yet emerged from this 
early condition of apedom. They, it seems, were still 
IwMiiMics caudah Oierwhelramg to me and stunning was 
the ignominy of tins horrible discoi cry Lord M had not 
overlooked the natural question. In what way did men get 
nd of their tails ' To speak the truth, they never iroidd 
have got nd of them had they continued to run wild , but 
growing civilisation mtroduced arts, and the arts introduced 
sedentary habits By these it was, liy the mere necessity of 
coutinis^y sitting down, that men gradually wore off their 
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stalls 1 "Well, and iiliat slionld limder the Gomliroonians 
from sitting dovm ? Tl\m tailors ' and slioemakeis would 
and could, I hope, sit doun, as well as those of Tigrosylvania 
Why not ? Ay, hut my brother had insisted already that 
they had no tailors, that they had no shoemakeis , which, 
then, I did not care much about, as it meiely put back the 
clock of our histor)'^ — throwmg us into an eailier, and there- 
fore, perhaps, into a moie warlike stage of society But, as 
the case stood now, tlus w'aut of tailors, &c , shoived clearly 
that the process of sittmg down, so essential to the ennobluig 
of the race, had not commenced My brother, with an air 
of consolation, suggested tliat I might even now, inthout an 
hour’s delay, compel tlie whole nation to sit down for su 
hours a- day, ■which would always “make a beginning” 
Bub the truth w ould remain as before — viz , that I ■u'as the 
king of a people that had tails , and the slow, slow process 
by which, m a course of many centuries, tbeir posterity 
might rub them off, a hope of vintages never to be enjoyed 
by any generations that are yet heairing in sight — that vras 
to me the woist form of despair 

Still there w'as one resource if I “didn’t like it” — 
meaning the state of thmgs m Gombroon — I might " abdi- 
cate” Yes, I knew that I might abdicate, and, once 
•having cut the connection betiveen myself and the poor 
abject islanders, I might seem to have no further inteiest 
.in the dcgiadation that aEected them After such a 
disruption between us, what was it to me if they had even 
three tails apiece 1 Ah, that w'as fine talking , but this con- 
nection w'lth my poor subjects had grown up so slowly and 
so genially, in the midst of struggles so constant against the 
■- encroachments of my brotlier and his rascally people , we 
had suffered so much together , and the filaments connecting 
them, W’lth my heart were so aerially fine and fantastic, but 
for that reason so inseverable, that I abated nothing of my 
auMoty on their account , making this dificrcncc only in my 
legislation and admimstrative caics, that I pursued them 
more m a spint of despondencj’, and retreated more shyly 
from communicating tliem It was m vain tliat my brother 
counselled me lo dress my people in the Bomon toga, as the 
best means of concealing their ignomimous appendages if 
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lie inecmt this-as comfort, it -was none to me , the disgrace 
lay in the factj not in its imhhcntion, and, in my heart, 
though I continued to honour Lord Monhoddo (vrhom I 
heard my guardian also daily dehghting to honour) as a good 
Grecian, yet secretly I cuised the Aoiistus Pnmus, as the 
indirect occasion of a inisciy wluch ivas not and could not he 
comprehended 

From this deep degradation of myself and my people, I' 
Mas drawn off at intciials to contemplate a dihcrent in6dc of 
degradation affecting two persons, twin sisters, -whom I saw 
inteimittinglj' , sometimes once a-wcek, sometimes frequently 
on each separate day You have heard, reader, of panahs. 
The jiathos of that great idea possibly never reached you. 
Did it ever stake you how far that idea had e\tended ? Do 
not fancy it peculiar to Hindostan Before Delhi nas, before 
Agra, or Lahore, might the pariah say, I was The most 
interesting, if only as the most mj sterious, race of oncient_ 
days, the Pelasgi, that overspread, in early times of Greece, 
the total Mediterranean — a race distinguished for beauty and 
for intellect, and soirow'ful beyond all power of man to read 
the cause that could he deep enough for so impel ishablo an 
impression — (hey were paiiahs The Jews that, in the 
tiventy-eighth chaiitor of Deuteronomy, were cursed m a 
ceitam contingency with a Bubhmer curse than ever rang 
through the passionate wrath of prophecy, and that after- 
wards, m Jerusalem, cursed themselves, voluntanly taking 
on their own heads, and on tho heads of their children’s 
children for ever and ever, the guilt of mnocent blood — (hey 
are panahs to this hour Yet for (hem there has ever shone 
a sullen light of hope. The gipsies, for whom no conscious 
or acknowledged hope bums through tho mighty dmkness 
tliat surrounds them — they are panahs of panahs Lepers 
were a lace of mediaival panahs, rejected of men, tliat now ■ 
ha\e gone to rest. But travel into the forests of the 
-* Pyrenees, and there you will find their modem representa- 
tives in the Cagots Are these Pyrenean Cagots Pagans 1 
Not at all They are good Christians "Wherefore, then, ' 
that low door in the Pyrenean churches, through winch the ■' 
Cagots are forced to enter, and winch, obliging them to stoop 
almost to the ground, is a perpetual memento of their 



I:STRODUCTIO^i[ TO THE WORLD OF STRIFE 101 

flegradatton 7 'Wlicr6fore is it' tliat men of pure Spatnsli 
"blood 'WjU ltold no intercourse nitli tlie Gagot7 "Wherefoxe 
• IS i6 tbat eren tlie sliadou- of a Cagot, if it foils across a 
fountain, is Jicld to have polluted that fountain 7 All this 
, points to some dreadful taint of guilt, real or imputed, in 
ages far remote ^ 

But in“ ages far nearer to ourseh es, nay, in our own 
generation, and -our omi land, are many panahs, sitting 
amongst us all, nay, oftentimes sitting (yet not recognised for 
what they realty are) at good men’s tables How general is 
that sensuous diilncss, tliat deafness of tbe heart, which, the 
Scriptures attribute to human beings ! Having ears, they 
hear not ; and, seeing, they do not understand ” In the very 
act of facing or touching a dreadful object, they will utterly 
^deny its existence. Men say to me daily, when I a^lc them, 

passing, “Anything in this moimng's paper?” “Oh, no, 
nothing at all ” And, as I never had any other answer, I am 
bound to suppose that there never vas anything in a daily 
newspaper , and, therefore, that the horrible burden of misery 
and of change whicli a century accumulates as its faeit oi 
total result, has not been distributed at aU amongst its 
^ thirty-six thousand five hundied and twenty-fiiedajs every 
day, it seems, was separately a blank day, yielding absolutely 
nothing — ^uhat ohil^en call a d^Lnnt, olfeniig no kernel , 
and yet the total product has caused angels to weep and 
tremble Meantime, uhen I come to look at the neuspaiier 
nuth my own eyes, I am astonished at the misrepoit of my 

^ Tlie name and liistorj’- of the PjTencan Cagots are equally obscure 

. Some have supposed that, during the period of the Gothic warfare with 
' the Moors, the Cagots were a Christian tnbe that betra3ed the 
Clirishan cause and interests at a critical moment But all is conjec- 
ture As to the jiamc^ Southey has somewhere otfered a possible 
interpretation of it j but it struck me as far from felicitous, and not 
what mi^t hare been expected from Sonthey, whose vast hi^oncal 
researcli and commanding talent should naturally have unlocked this 
most mystenons of modem sccretsj if any nnlocking does yet lie 
within the resources of human skiU and combining power, now that so 
many ages'dmde ns from the original steps of the case. I may hero 
mention, as a fact accidentally made known to myself, imd apparently 
not known to Southejr, that the Cagots, under a name very slightly 
^ altered, are found in France idso, as well as Spain ; and in provmces 
of Franco that have no connection at all with Spam. 



102 


A'DTOBIOGBAPHY 


informants Weie there no other section in it than simply 
that allotted to the police lejiorts, oftentimes I stand aghast 
at the revelations there made of human life and the human 
heart — at its colossal guilt, and its colossal misery , at the 
Buffenng which oftentimes throivs its shadoiv over palaces, 
and the grandeur of mute endurance which sometimes glori- 
fies a cottage Here transpiies the dreadful truth of ivhat is 
gomg on for eier under the thick curtains of domestic life, 
close behind u*!, and before us, and all around us News- 
papers are evanescent, and are too rapidly recurrent, and 
people see nothing great in what is familiar, nor can ever be 
trained to read the silent and the shadowy in what, for the 
moment, is covered with the babbhng garrulity of daylight 
I suppose now that, in the ne\t generation after that which 
IS here concerned, had any neighbour of our tutor been 
questioned on the subject of a domestic tragedy, which 
travelled through its natural stages in a leisurely way, and 

under the eyes of good Dr S-i , he w ould have rcphcd, 

“Tragedy I oh, sir, nothing of the kind' You have been 
misled , the geiillemaii must lie under a mistake peihaps it 
was in the next street” No, it w'as not in the next street , 
and the gentleman does not he undei a mistake, or, in fact, 
lie at all The simple truth is, blind old neighbour, that 
3 ou, being raicly in the house, and, when there, only in one 
particular room, saw no more of what w'as hourly going on, 
than if 5 ou had been residing with the Sultan of Bokliaia 
But I, a child between scicn and eight j'cars old, had access 
eierywhere I was privileged, and had the cntidie even of 
the female apartments , one consequence of whicli was, that 
I put this and that together A number of S3d]ables, that 
each for itself separately might have meant nothing at all, 
did yet, when put together, through w'eeks and' months, read 
for my eyes into sentences ns deadly and significant as Tchel, 
upharsin And another consequence was, that being, on 
account of my age, nobody at all, oi a ery near it, I sometimes 
witnessed things that perhaps it liad not been meant for an)'- 
body to witness, or perhaps some half-conscious negligence 
overlooked my presence. “Saw things' "What was it now? 
Was it a man at midnight, with a dark lantern and a six- 
barrel revolver ?” Ho that was not m the least like what I 
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it was a great deaLiwoic like wliat I will endeavour to 
describe Imagine two yonug girls, of wliat exact age I really 
do not Icnow, but apparently from tuelve to fourteen, twins, 
remarkably plain in person and features, unbcaltliy, and 
obscurely reputed to be idiots. TVbetlier they really were 
such was more tlian I knew, or could devise any plan for 
learning ’Without dreaming of anviliing unkind or un- 
courteous, my original impulse had been to say, “If you 
please, are 5011 idiots 1 ” But I felt that svicli a question had 
an air of coarseness ahoiit it, though, for my own part, I had 
’long reconciled myself to being called an idiot by my bi other 
There was, however, a further difliculty breathed as a 
gentle, mnrmnrmg whisper, the question might possibly he 
leconcilcd to an indulgent cat as confidential and tender 
Even to take a liberty with those you love, os to diow your 
tnist m their affection j hut, alas • these poor girls were deaf, ' 
and to have shouted out, “Arc you idiots, if 3 on please ?” in 
a loicc tliatuould have inng down three flights of stairs, 
promised (as I felt, without exactly seeing why) a dreadful 
exaggeration to whatever incmhty might, at any late, attach 
to the question f and some did attach, that was clear even if 
waibled through au air of CherirtniH's, and accompanied on 
the flute Perhaps they weic not idiots, and only seemed 
to he such from the slow ness of apprehension naturall3- con- 
^nected w'lth deafness That I saw' them hut seldom, arose 
. from their peculiar position in the family Tlieir father had 

- no private fortune , his incoino from the church w as very 

- slender , and, though considerably increased by the allowance 
made foi us, his two pupils, stiU, in a great town, and with 
so large a faiml3', it left him little room for luxuries 
Consequently, he never had more than two servants, and. at 
times only one. Upon this plea rose the scheme of the 
mother for employing these two young girls m menial offices 
of the household economy One reason ^for that was, that 

^ she thus indulged her dislike for them. Which she ■^ok no 
pains to conceal ; and thus, also, she withdrew tlicni from 
* Uie notice of strangers. In tins wa}', it happened that I saw' 
^ them myself hut at uncertain intervals. Gradually, how ever 
, I came to he aware of thdr forlorn condition, to pity them’, 
and to love them. The poor twins were undoubtedly plain^ 
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to the degree winch w called, bj unfeeling people, ugliness 
They were also deaf, as I have said, and they w'ere, scrofu- 
lous , one of them was disfigured by the small-pox ^ they 
had glimmenng eyes, red, like the eyes of feijets, and 
scarcely half-open , and they did not walk so much' as 
stumble along There, you have the w’orat of them ITowr, 
hear something on the other side "Wliat first won my pity 
was, their affection for each other, united to their constant 
sadness, secondly, a notion which had crept into my head, 
probably denved from something said m my presence by 
older people, that they were destined to an early death, 
and, lastly, the mcessant persecutions of their mother This 
ladj belonged, by birth, to a more elevated rank than that of 
'.her husband, and she was remarkably well-bred as regarded 
her manners But she had probably a weak understanding 
she was shrewish in her temper , was a seveie economist , a 
merciless exactor of what she viewed as duty , and, in perse- 
cuting her two unhappy daughteis, though she jielded 
blindly to her unconscious di«like of them, as creatures that 
disgraced her, she was not aware, perhaps, of ever having 
put forth more expressions of anger and seventy "^than 
were absolutelj required to rouse the constitutional torpor of 
her daughters’ nature , and where disgust has once rooted 
itself, and been habituallj' expressed in tones of harshness, 
the mere sight of the hateful object mechanically calls forth 
the eternal tones of anger, without distinct consciousness or 
separate intention in the speaker Loud speaking, besides, 
or ev en shouting, was required by the deafness of the tw o 
girls From anger so constantly discharging its thunders, 
naturally they did not show open signs of recoiling , but that 
thej' felt it deeply, may be presumed from their sensibility to 
kindness. My own experience showed iJiat , for, as often ns 
I met them, we exchanged kisses , and my w ish had always 
been to beg them, if they really iicrc idiots, not to mind it, 
since I should not like them the less on that account Tins 
wish of nunc never came to utterance , but not the less they 
were aware, by my manner of salutation, that one person at 
least, amongst those who might be considered stranger^' did 
not find anything repulsive about them , and the pleasure 
tliey felt was expressed broadly upon their kindly faces 
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. SuoliW tlie" outline of tlieir position , and, that being 
explained, -wbat I saw nras simply this ; it composed a silent 
and symbolic'scene, a momentary interlude in dumb sbow, 
uhicli interpreted itself and settled'for ever m my recollec- 
tion, as if itMd prophesied and interpreted the event -which, 
soon folloived. They were resting from toil, and both sitting 
down This had lasted for perhaps ten' or fifteen minutes 
"Suddenly from helo-w-stairs the voice of angry summons rang 
up to their ears Both rose in^^ instant, as if the echoing 
scourge of some ai^enging T^iphone -were uplifted above their 
heads both opened their aims , flung them round each 
'other’s necks , and then, unclasping them, parted to their 
separate labours This was my last remeinherahle interview 
with' the two sisters ; in a week both were corpses Thej 
had died, I believe, of scarlatina, and very nearly at the 
same moment 


But smely it was no matter for giief, that the two scro 
fnloiia idiots were. dead and buried Oh no' Call them 
idiots at your pleasure, serfs, or daves, strulhiugs^ or pariahs 


^ *' Slrulbrugs" — ^Hardly siruibntgs, will he the tlionght of the 
learned reader, who knows that young women could not he strulhmgs , ^ 
since the true strulhmg was one ivho, from hase fear of dyiiig, had 
lingered on into an old age omnivorons of eveiy genial pr vital impulse 
The stnilhrug of Swift (and Swift, being his horrid creator, ought to 
understand Im own homd creation) nas a-wrcct, a shell, that had 
heon hnrned hollow, and canccred-by the fierce furnace of life His 
cloclc-nork was gone, or canons , only some misoiahlo fn^ment of a 
pendulum continued to oscillate paraljlioally from mere incapacity of * 
anything so abrupt, and therefore so vigoious, as a decided HawI 
HoMover, the use of.this dreadful word maybe reasonably extended 
to the yonng who happen to have become essentially old in misery - 
Intensity of a suffering existence may compensate the want of extension, 
and a houndless depth of amsery may he a transformed expression for 
n boundless duration of misery The most aged person, to all appear- 
ance, that ever came under my eyes, was an. infant — ^liardly eight 
montlispld. - He was the illegitimate son of a poor idiot girl, who had 
herself been shamefully ill-tmtcd , and tliojoor infant, falling under 
the <are of an enraged grandmother, who felt herself at once burdened 
and disgraced, was certainly not better treated Ho was dyingj when 
1 oaw him, of a lingering malady, avith features expressive of frantic 
misery , and it seemed to me that lie looked at least three centuries old 
One might hase fancied him one of Swuft's stmlbrugs, that, throueh 
long attenuation and decay, had dwindled hack into infancy, with 
one organ only left perfect— the organ of fear and misery, - 
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— tJteir case "Bas certainly not woiscned lij' lieing booked fot 
places in tlie grave. Idiocy, for aiijllnng I know, may, in 
that vast kingdom, enjoy a natural precedency , scrofula and 
leprosy may have some mystic privilege in a coffin , and the 
panahs of the upper earth may form the anstooracy of the 
dead That the idiots, real or reputed, were at rest — that 
their Tvarfare was accomplished — might, if a man happened 
to know enough, be interpreted ns a glonous festival Tlio 
sisters were seen no more upon staircases or in bedrooms, 
and deadly silence had succeeded to the sound of continual 
uproars Memonals of tJwn were none surviving on earth 
2 fot they it was that fni’nished mementoes of themselves 
Tlie mother it W'as, the father it was — that moUier-who by 
persecution had avenged the wounds offered to her'pnde , 
that father who had tolerated this persecution , — she it wras, 
he it was, that by the altered glances of her haunted eje, 
that by the altered cbaractcr of lus else stationary habits, had 
renvod for me a spectacle, once real, of visionary twin sisters, 
moving for ever up and down the stairs — sisters, palifenfc, 
humble, silent, that snatched convulsivdy at a loving smil^ 
or loving gesture, from a child, as at some message of remem 
brance from God, whispering to them, “Ton are not for- 
gotten ” — sisters bom apparently for the single jiuiposc of 
suffering, whose trials, it is true, were over, and could not 
be repeated, but (alas for her who had been tbeir cause *) 
could not be recalled Her face grew thin, her eye sunlcen 
and hollow, after the death of her daughters , and, meeting 
her on the staircase, I sometimes fancied that she did not sec 
me so much as something beyond me Did any misfortune 
befall her after this double funeral ? Did the Hcmesis tliat 
waits upon the sighs of children puisne her steps? blot 
apparently externally, things went well, Lot sons were 
reasonably prosperous , her handsome daughter — ^for she had 
a wore youthful daughter, who really iras handsome — con- 
tinued to improve in personal attractions , and some years 
after, I have heard, she mamed happily But from herself, 
80 long as I continued to know her, the .altered character of 
Gonntenance did not depart, nor the gloomy eye, that seemed 
to converse wuth secret and visionary objects 

This result from the irrev'ocable past was not altogether 



INTROPtJCrriON'TO’TII'n'WOELD 01? strife 


107 


confined to Ivcrself It 'is one evil attaelied to- 
domestic oppression, that it dmivs into its vortex, as umnumg; 
or even as loatJnng, co-operatois, others who either see but 
partially the vrong>they are ahettmg, or, in cases -vi here they 
do see it, are nnahle to make head against it, tliroiigh the 
ineitia,of then onn natnre, or thioiigh the (locicion oi 
circumstances Too clearly, hy the restless irritation of ms 
inanner for some tunc after the children’s death, their father 
'testified, in a language not fully, perhaps, perceived hy lum- 
“ self, or meant to. he understood hy olheis, that to his inner 
conscience ho also was not clear of hlame Had he then in 
any decree sanctioned the injustice which sometirues he must 
have wjUiessed 1 Far from it ho had been roused from his 
habitual indolence into energetic expressions of anger he 
had put an end to the wrong, when it came openly before 
, him ' I had raj self heard him say on many occasions, with 
patkarcbal fecvoui, “ Womn, they are your children.^ and 
God made them Show niercj'' to them, as yon expect it for 
.yourself" But he must have been aware, that, for any threo 
instances of tyrannical usage that fell under his notice, at 
least file bundled would escape it. That was the sting of 
the case — that was its poisonous aggravation But with a 
nature that sought for peace before all things, m this very 
worst of its aggravations was found a nioihid cure — the 
effectual temptation to wilful hlmdnc'is and forgetfulness. 
-The sting became the palliation of the wrong, and the. poison 
became its anodyne For together with the Ave hundred 
hidden wrongs, arose the necessity that they mitst ho hiddcfti 
Could he ho pinned on, mormng, noon, and night, to his 
wife’s apron ? And if not, what else should he do bj* angr}-- 
interferences at chance times, than add special vindictive 
impulses to those .of general irritation and dishlcel Some 
truth there was in this, it cannot he denied innumerable 
cases anse, ui which a man the most just is obliged, in some 
imperfect sense, to connive at injustice , his chance experience 
must .convince him that injustice is continually gomg on , 
and yet, m any attempt to intercept it or to check it, he is 
met and baffled hy the insuperable obstacles of household 

necessities Dr. S , therefore, surrendeied himself, as 

under, a coercion that was none of his creating, to' a passive 
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ftwimescence and a UmtlnePs lliat EOoU\ctl liis constiluhonat 
indolence , and lie reconciled Ins fcdings to a t3'ra'nnj* nliicli 
lie tolerated, nndcr some sclf-flaltcring idea of siibrnitfang 
witli resignation to a calamity that he suffered. 

Sonic years after this, I read the “Agiincmndii” of 
^schylus, and then, in the prophetic horror ivith 11111011 
Cassandra sunejs tlic regal abode in Mycniie, destined to 
he the scene of inurders so raemorablc through the long 
traditions of the Giccian stage, nninlers that, many centuiics 
after all the parties to them — perpi tralor«, sufferers, Biengcrs = 
— liad become dust and ashes, kindled again into mightj life , 
through a thousand jears upon the last Iheatics of Athens 
and Eome, I rctrw-ed the lionors, not prophetic but mcinoml, 
mth ivluch I mj-elf bad nnesled that humble dw tiling of ' 

Dr S and lead again, repealed in risioiiarj proportions, 

the Euffeiings which theie had darkened the days of people 
known to myself through two distinct successions — ^not, asiras 
natural to c\pett, of puvuta first, and then of childien, Inifc 
imersely of clnldion and parent® Manchester was not 
Mycenai Ko, but by many degrees nohloi In some of the 
features most faiourahle to tragic effects, it was so , and 
ivantcd only those idealising advantages for willulrawing 
mean details which aio m the gift of distance and ha?>, 
antiquity Even at that day jranchestor was far larger, 
teeming with more and with slrongor hearts, and it con- 
tained a population tlic most energetic ci cn in the moifni 
world — ^liow’ much more so, therefore, hy comparison with' 
any race in amicnt Gieece, mcntahly rendered effeminate 
by dependence too generally upon slaves. Add to this 
Biipeiior energy in Lancashire^ the immeasurahly ptofoundcr 
feebngs generated by Uie mystenes which stand behind 
Clmstiamty', as compaied with the shallow mystenes that 
stood behind Paganism, and it would be easy to draw the, 
inference, that, in tlie capacity for the infinite^ and the 
impassioned, for horror and for patho®, Mycento could have 
had no pretensions to ineasnic herself against Manchester 
Not that I liad drawn such an inference myself Wliy 
should I ? there being nothing to suggest the points in whicli 
the two cities differed, but only the single one in which they 
agreed — ^viz., the dusky veil that ovendiadowed in both the 
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noonday tragedies haunting their household recesses , which 
veil was raised only to the gifted ejes of a Cassandra, or to 
eyes that, like my own, had evpeiimentally become acquainted 
with them as facts Pitiably mean is he that measuies the 
relations of such cases by the scenical apparatus of purple 
and gold That which never Jias been apparelled in royal 
robes, and hung wnth theatrical jewels, is but suffenng from 
an accidental fraud, having the same right to them that any 
similar misery can have, or calamity upon an equal scale 
These proportions are best measured fiom the fathoming 
groimd of a real uncounterfeit sympathy 

I have mentioned already that we had four male guardians 
(a fifth being my mother) These four were B , E , G, and 
, H The two consonants, B and 6, gave us little trouble 
G , the wisest of the w hole band, lived at a distance of more 
than one hundred miles him, therefore, w e miely saw , 
but B, living wnthin four miles of Gieenhay, washed hia 
hands of us, by invitmg us, every now and then, to spend a 
few days at his house 

At this house, which stood m the country, there was a 
family of amiable children, who w ere more skilfully trained 
m theif musical studies than at that day was usuaL They 
sang the old Enghsh glees and madiigals, and correctly enough 
for me, who, having, even at that childish age, a preternatural 
sensibility to music, had also, as may be supposed, the most 
entire want of musical knowledge No blunders could do 
much to mar my pleasure. There first I heard the concertos 
of Corelli , but also, which fai more profoundly aflected me, 
a few selections from Joiijelli and Ci maro sa With Handel 
I had long been famihar, for tlie famous chorus-singers of 
Lancashue sang continually at cliuiches the most etfective 
parts fiom his ^lef oratorios Mo/ait was yet to come, for, 
except perhaps at the opeia m London, even at this time his 
music w as most imperfectly diffused through England But, 
above all, a thmg which to my djnng day I could never 
forget, at the house of tins guaidian I heard sung a long 
canon of Cherubim’s Eorty years later, I heard it agam, 
and better sung , but at that time I needed nothmg bettei 
It was sung by four male voices, and rose into a icgion of 
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tlmlhng passion, sncli as iiij heart Imd always dimly craved 
and hungered aftoi, but which now lirbt intcipretcd itself, 
as a ph) sical possibility, to my oar 

My brother did not share my incxpr&ssible delight ; his 
taste ran in a dillcrent channel , and the .irrangemtnts of the 
house did not meet his appiobation , particularly this, that 
either Mre B herself, or else the goiciness, was always pre- 
sent when the joung ladies joined oiir society, w'liich mj 
broUier considered paiticuhulj \ulgar, since natural pro- 
priety and decorum should have whispered to an old lady 
that a 3 oung gentleman might hare “things” to say to her 
daughters w hicli he could not possibl3 intend for the general 
. ear of eavesdroppers — things tending to the confidential or 
the sentimental, which none but a shameless old ]ad3 ivoiild 
seek to paiticipate , h} that means compelling a 3onng man 
to talk as loud as if ho w ere addressing a moh at Chaniig 
Cross, or reading the Riot Act Theie were other oiiUof-door 
amusements, amongst which a swing — which I mention foi 
the sake of lUustratmg the passne obedience winch m3 
brother leiied upon me, cither through my conscience, as 
mastered by his docliine of piimogeniturc, or, as in this case, 
through my sensibiht3 to shame under his taunts of cowardice 
It was a most ambitious swing, ascending to a height beyond 
any tliat I have since seen in fairs or public gardens Iloiror 
was at my lieart legulaily as the swing reached its most acilal 
altitude, for the 0113’, swallow'-likc llucuc3 of the swoop 
doivnwards threatened alw ays to make me sick, in which case 
it is probable that I must have relaxed my hold of the ropes, 
and liave been projected, with fatal ^ lolcnci^ to the ground. 
But, in defiance of aU this miserable pamc, I continued to 
swing whenever he tauntinglj’’ invited me It was well 
that my brother’s path in life soon ceased to comcido 
with my own , else I should infallibly have broken inj’ neck 
m confronting perils which brought mo neither honour noi 
profit^ and in accepting defiances w Inch, issue how they might, 
won self-reproach from mj'self, and sometimes a gaiety of 
\^deri8ion from him One only of these defiances I dcchncd 
There was a horse of this same guardian B % who always, after 
listening to Cherubini’s music, grew irritable to excess , and, 
if anybody mounted him, would seek relief to his wounded 
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fcdings in lacVmft more or violi^Uly, for m liour. This 
lianit bwlcarod lum to luj brother, who aehnow letlged ton 
projxar^Hy of the same amiable kind ; protesting that an 
aktract de<hc of hieknig setred htm nlwajs nficr hearing 
good perfoimen. on paitieulnr uistimuenls, cspcmlly the 
L\gpH>c3 Of Ivsching ? But of kicking what or vhom ? I 
fvar of kickni'i the xuKrible public collects elj, cieduois 
without e\ception but ako a-s mnny of the debtors ns iniebt 
-be found at largo , dcctors of modiwnc more cspecnlly, but 
with iiQ absohile immuiuly for the majority of tbeir paticnk , 
Jacobins, but not the less Anti-Jttcobms , mery CalMiust, 
which seems reasonable, but then also, which is inlokr- 
able, every Arnuniaii. Is philosophy able to nccoimt for this 
morbid affection, and partiailarly when it takes the rcsUicteil 
form (as sometimes it does, m the bagpipe cojc) of seeking 
furiouj-ly to kick the piper, instead of pajmg him 1 In this 
case, my brother was urgent with me to mount ra crottpc 
behind himself But, weak as I usually was, this pi-oposnl I"* 
tesifetcil as an immediate suggestion of Iht fiend , for I had 
heard, and base since known pinofs of it, that a Iioinc, when 
he 13 ingeniously mcious, sonielnncs has (he power, in lashmg 
' out) of cuning round his hoofs, so .is to lodge them, hj was 
of indoiseuicut, ni the small of his rider’s back , and, of 
' cour«e, he w ouhl has e an .adsaiitagc for sm-b a purjiose, in 
the case of a rider sitting on the a upper Th.it sole imita- 
tion I persisted in decliiung 

A young gentleman had joined us ns a fellow -student 
under tlic caie of our tutor He was an only sou , indeed, 
the Old j child of an amiable widow , who=c love and hopes all 
centred in Inm He was de'-tined to inhciit several separate 
estate?, and a gicat deal had been done to spoil Inm In 
indulgent aunts ; but lus good nntuiwl di^jposilion defeated 
.all these efforts, and, upon joining us, he pro\cd to be a 
veiy amiable boy, clcvei, quick at learning, and abundaulh 
courageous In the summer montlis, lus mother usually took 
- a house out ni the countiy, sometimes on one side of Man- ‘ 
cheater, sometimes on another At these i nsticating seasons, 
he had often much further to come than ourselves, and on 
that account he rode on horseback Generally it was a fierce 
monntam-pony that he rode , and it was woith while to 
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culfci\ate the ponj’s acquaintance, for the sake of understand- 
ing the c\tent to which the fiend can sometimes incarnate 
himself in a horse I do not trouble the reader ivith any 
account of his tricks, and diollenes, and scoiindrdisms j hut 
this I may mention, that he had the propensity ascnhed many 
centuries ago to the Scandinavian horses for diaring and 
piactically asseitmg his sliaie in the angry passions of a 
battle He nould fight^ or attempt to fight, on his iider’s 
side, by biting, real mg, and suddenly wheeling round, foi 
the puipose of lashing out when he found himself within 
kicking range ^ This little monster was coal-hlack , and, in 
1 irtue of his carcase, w ould not have seemed very formidable , 
but his head made amends — ^it was the head of a buffalo, -<r 
of a bison, and his vast jungle of mane was the mane" of a 
lion His eyes, by reason of this intolerable and undiom 
mane, one did not often see, except as lights that sparkled in 
the rear of a thicket , hut, once seen, they w ere not easily 
forgotten, for their maligmty was diabolic. A few miles more 
or less being a matter of indiffeience to one who was so well 
mounted, 0 would sometimes ride out with us to the'ficld of 
battle , and, by mancemTing so as to menace the enemy on 
the fianks, in skirmishes he did good service. But at length 
came a day of pitched battle The enemy had mustered in 
unusual strength, and w'ould certainly have accomplished the 
usual result of putting us to flight with more than usual ease, 
but, under the turn which things took, their very numbers 
aided their ovei throw, by deepenmg their confusion 0 
had, on tlus occasion, accompanied us , and, as he had hitherto 
taken no i ery decisive part m the wnr, confining himself to 
distant “ demonstrations,” the enemy did not much regard 
his presence m the field This carelessness threw them into 
a dense mass, upon which my brother’s rapid ej e saw instantly 
the opportunity offeied for operatmg most effectually by a 
charge 0 saw it too , and happemng to have lus spure on, 
he compbed cheerfully with my brother’s suggestion. He 
had the advantage of a slight descent the wicked pony w'ent 
“ with a w ill ” his echomg hoofs drew the general gaze 

lyThis was a manoeuvre regularly taught to the itustrian cavalry in 
tht last century, as a ready way of opening the doors of 
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iT}K>u Ima hii ?))'* ty'* lo** tiMl'wIic t"*o**, <tui 

th<’ r.'b: a»'J in n t1.«* wbol*^ JjO'liJr* am%\ liifl 

l>rAi‘)s aM'l v,'^" in llsi’iil acioi* Ibi' K’nlv-Iu'K't- I 

t-in* uirliJr t/) jyljjc nliLtiii r “Tu l)i mu'* In* 

(iunu nil I'lU mdK. A Ou'U»<i pAtrauhlunry \\?« , 

ftiiil im Jirtilhcr lt.Ml iwlh suine rt'i'ou fnj Ins n*- trtion, 

‘ On! fa cfynw^xiti In* '‘ualil ma jlnn'k r>f Cinm? 

la tins •sni'islutic <Icr^ 4 l pjn<,i* it Cmmu mnTij lij.i\c men 
li’ul JvfitKil fu Ih — tlio tonsiil luuudf, TiTfiiinis Vniruj 
sjnoiijjFfc tliun . Inif, in iho j*r<,'Cnt rout, Ihcrc was no 
Tsiivimus Varo — fiftl. 

IJic vicJun. ijuloul, c<»nsulpriHl in jO<!f, m* PomplelP 
P/ut il Inrl con*<i|UP«ct s nliicli wt* lint) jift Un>1vpi] foi In 
thp anlour of n»r conflict, nrjlhcr mv lirollu r not nU'-Llf had 
lofimrhcfl n ftmiU F(}ji'iU'-l»«iU man, inuunh d on an unensy 
hor-Tj-fthu vit qiupsij in hts rndilh* ns pecnitn of the haltlc, 
and, in f.u'tv ns the lole non ooinbitant pn-'ent Tina man, 
honeio. had Ivon oh*fned hj O, both Ivfore mid nfur his 
oiMi liidliant olnrytt , and, In the di'OiH'lion, llnu* could lo' 
no donVt tint u had htoi oiu j'liardian IJ, ih also, h\ tho 
dis, riplion of llic hoi’H’, no could ns hlth* donhf tlml he had 
l»H,n mount* d on Ohcniliini M\ hrothoiV commenUrj was 
in ft lone («f hiitci- complmnl, that fo iioldo an oi>porlnml\ 
should h<t\e Ivcn lo«l f<»i ttn njillu umg O V i-hirjtc Ihit 
the coijeetjmricci of this incidmt uu-o {:m\tr linn wu 
,tntici|>T.t< d A gcnenl hoard of our gimitlumn, sm\oh mid 
comoimnls, whb Pinmnonrd to »ntsii{»ito the ni.tHcr The 
uTigm of the feud, or “war,” ns m\ hrollur called it, w i& 
impured into As well might the w«r of Troy oi the pur-ciA 
acwimls from the ArgimniUic exj«dition hiwe Ivcn o\c)- 
h.mled Ancunl night mid chaos had eloped o\u tliovy 
“ mcnmhidajvlli ” ; and tlmt point was gi\ui up in despair 
But •wlmUmulcred a gcncinl p'lPifuation, no inntfcr m how 
niniiy wrongs the original dispute had aiisen ? Who stopped 
the wa 3 ' winch led to peace ? Not wo, was our ftiiii doclura- 
tion; are weix. moot pacifically inclined, and eicr had hceu ; 
we wcio, in fact, little saints But the enemy tould not he 
hi ought to mij terms of accommodation. “That we will 
Irj.,” said the \owel amongst onr guaidianB, Sfi E lie, 
being a magistrate, had natarallj some weight mih the pro- 
\oi» 1 , 
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pnetors of the cotton factorj The foremen of the Eeveral 
floors were summoned, and gave it as their humble opinion 
that ue, the aristocratic partj in the war, were as had as the 
sansculottes — “not a pin to choose between us” IVell, hut 
no matter for the past could any plan he devised for a 
pacific future ? Not easily The work-people were so 
thoroughly independent of their employers, and so careless 
of their displeasure, that finally this only settlement w'as 
available, as iveanng anj promise of permanence — ^ m 7 , that we 
should alter our horn's, so as not to come into collision with 
the exits or returns of the bois 

Under this arrangement, a sort of hollow’ armistice pre- 
1. tiled for some time, but it was beginning to give waj, 
when suddenly an internal change in our own home pnt an 
end to the war for eicr My brother, amongst his manj 
accomplishments, was distinguished for his skill in drawing 
Some of his sketches had been show'n to Mr de Louther- 
bourg, an academician w ell known in those days, esteemed 
even in these daj s, after he has been dead for forty or fifty 
5 ears, and personally a distinguished favounte mth the king 
(George III) He pronounced a very flattering opinion upon 
my brother’s promise of excellence This being knowm, a 
fee of a thousand guineas was offered to Mi L by the 
guardians , and finally that gentleman took chnige of my 
brother as a pupil Now, therefore, my brother, King of 
Tigrosyh ania, scourge of Gombroon, separated from’ me , 
and, as it turned out, for ever I never saw lum again ; 
and, at Mr de L’s house in Hammersmith, before he, had 
completed his sixteenth jear, he died of typhus fever " And 
thus it happened that a little gold-dust skilfully applied put 
an end to wars that else threatened to extend into a Cartha- 
ginian length. In one week’s time 

“ Hi inotus aniiDoram atquc lijcc certamiua tanta 
PuUens exigui jactu compressa quitmnt ” 


Here I had terminated this chapter — as at a natural 
pause, which, whilst shutting out for ever my eldest brother 
from the reader’s sight and ftom my own, necessanly at 
the same moment woiked a permanent revolution m the 
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clinr^ctcr ftf litj dnify hfo Two «ucIrclmngos, ami Ijoth fo 
a1>rttpt, itulica<c*l inij)eiJO»«ih llie close of otic cia and llie 
opcntng of anoJher Tlie ailt.mti{;t'=!, indeed, it Inch my 
brother ind o\er me in voars, m jdij'fKil aotinties of eiciy 
land, in flcnsjou of inupn-o, and m euctgy of mil — all 
nhitli adianbiiTi’® bcMde®, 1 >oiiomo« 1 a ratification fioni an 
ol-seure Fenre on my inrf, of duty as incident to iihat 
F^eincd an ajij'ointnient of Proiidenrc — ineiitably Zmd con- 
trollfd, and fur jears In romc iroidd haie conti oiled, the 
free spontaneous iiiovenicnts of a contonipl itii c dicainer 
liJce myself Conseqncntli, tins sej) nation, iihich proved 
an tte’'n'il one, and conlnbiifed to deepen nn constitutional 
]»Topen'-i{y to gloomv incdilition, hail for me (piitly on 
that account-, hut much more through the sudden huth of 
peifect independence it Inch so nncxpectctll} it opened) the 
mine of a reiolutioiian cijiorieiico A ncii date, a neii 
start ing-pomi, a rcdeniptum (is it might he c.illcd) into the 
golden elcip of Iialcjon «juk 1, aftei cicihistmg storms, 
suddcnlv dawned ujion me , and not as nni casual inter- 
(ail'tion of holidiis tint nonld come to an end — but, foi 
’anj thing that api'can.d to the coiiti ir}, as the iicipotual 
tenor of my future caieer 2so loiigci ins the f.ictoi} a 
CArthage for me if ani obdurite old Cato time u ere iiho 
found his anni«einont in denonnung it iiilli a daili* ‘‘Bclcnda 
c^f tnl:e notice (I said silently to niiscin, tint I ncknoii- 
Ic'lge nn such tiger for a fiicnd of mine Never moie ivas 
the bridge acio«s. the Irwcll a bridge of sighs foi me And 
the meinc«t of the factorj* iiopulalion — thanks be to their 
disci imitnlion — despised my pretensions too entirely to 
irnslc a thought or a menace upon a cipher so abject 

Tins change, therefore, licing to sudden and so total, 
ought to signalise itself exteniallj by a commensuKite hieak 
in the narrative A neii chapter, at the least, iiith a huge 
inleTf-pacc of blank uliitc pnjicr, or even a neu book, ought 
nglitfullj to solemnise so jnofound a revolution And 
rirtnally it shall But, according to the general agieement 
of antiquity, it is not felt as at all disfiiibiDg to the unity of 
that e\ent which mods up the “Iliad” — Mz,thc death of 
Hector — that Homer expands it ciicumstantially into the 
■whole ceieinonial of his funeral obsequies and upon that 



no AUTOBIOGEAPIIY 

saiue prmcijJe I, wlicn looking back to tins abrupt close of 
all connection -witb my brother — ^i^’liotlior in. my character of 
major-general, or of potentate trembling daily for niy people 
— am reminded that the veiy last morning of this connection 
had its onm separate distinction fioni all other mornings, in 
a way that entitles it to its own separate share in the general 
commemoration A shadow fell upon this particular roommg 
as from a cloud of danger that lingered for a moment oi cr 
our heads, might seem even to mure and liesitate, and then 
sullenly passed away into distant quarters It is noticeable . 
that a danger which approaches, but wheels away— winch 
threatens, but finally forbears to stnke — ^is more interesting 
by much on a distant retrospect than the danger which 
accomplishes its mission The Alpine precipice, down which ' 
many pilgrims have fallen, is passed w ithout much attention , 
but that precipice, within one inch of w’liich a traveller has 
passed unconsciou'^ly in the dark, first tracing his peril along 
the snowy margin on the next morning, becomes invested 
with an attraction of horror for all who hear the story The 
dignity of moital danger eier after consecrates the spotj 
and, in this particular case which I am now recalling, the 
remembrance of such a danger consecrates the day ' 

Tliat day was amongst the most splendid in a splendid 
June it was, to borrow the line of Woidsworth, 

“One of those heavenly dnjs which cannot die ” 

and, eaily as it was at tliat moment, wo childicn, all si\ of 
us tliat then survived, were already abroad upon the lawn 
There were two lawns at Qreenhay in the slmibbcry that in- 
vested tliree sides of the house one of these, which ran' 
along one side of the house, extended to a little bridge 
traversed by the gates of entrance. Tlie central gate 
admitted carnages on each side of this was a smaller gate 
for foot passengers , and, m a family containing so many as 
SIX children, it may be supposed that often enough 'one or 
other of the gates was open , "which, most fortunately, on 
this day w’as not the case Along the margin of this side- 
lawn ran a little brook, irliicli Jiad been raised to a ivnforni 
level, and kept up bj means of a weir at tbe point where it_^ 
quitted the premises, after which it resumed its natural 
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I'liiracter of iMhluess, iis it (rotted on to the little hanilct of 
Grcenlull. Tins biook my hi of hex* Mas at one time disposed 
to taal ns Kcnius treated tlie infant Mails of Home , hut, on 
niaturcr thoughts, having built a fleet of rafts, he treated it 
more respeclfulh , and this morning, as Mill he seen, the 
hruidth of the little bi-ook did us “j coman’s seivice” Me 
at one time ho had meant to put on board this fleet, as his 
man Fndaj ; and 1 had a fan prospect of fust euteiing 
life in the resiwctablc charattci of supeicai^o But it 
hapiK.ied that the current earned his rafts and himself ovci 
the iveir; Minch, ho assuml ih. Mas no acudent, but a 
kasou by Maa of pnctitc in the ait of contending Math the 
rajilds of the St LaMrenco and other Canadian streams 
HoM'ever, a.-> the danger had been coiibidcrable, he Mas pro- 
hibited from Irjing such cvpciimcnts Mith me On the 
centre of the laun stood iiij’ eldest smiuMiig sister, Mary, 
and my bi other 'William Bound him, attracted (as e\er) 
by Ins ine'chnustiblo opulence of thought and fun, stood, 
lausjhuig and dancing, my joungest swter, a second Jane, 
and 1X1} joungest bi-otlier lltnrj, a posthumous child, feeble, 
and m his nurse’s arm«, but on this nioiiung shoMing signs 
of unusual auimntion and of sjinpalhy Mith the glorious 
promise of the young June day "Whirling round on his 
heel, at a little distance, and uttcilj abstracted from all 
aiound bull, my next brothei, Biclmid, he that had caused 
so much aUhction by his incorrigible luoials to the Sultan 
Amuratli, imrsued his omti solUaij tliouglits — Mhateier 
those might be. And, fiiinllj, as regaids mjfcelf, it happened 
that I M Ob standing close to the edge of the biook, looking 
back at mterials to the gioup of flic childicu and Imo nurse- 
maids Mho occupied the centre of the laun , time, about an 
bom bcfoio our breakfast, oi about Imo hours before the 
M Olid’s bieakfast — i c, a little after seven — Mhcn as yet m 
sbadj parts of the giouiids the dnz/lingjCM cilery of the early 
dens had not entirely exhaled So standing, and so occujncd, 
suddenly mc Mere alarmed bj shouts as of some great mob 
manifestly in raind motion, and probably, at this instant, 
taking the right-angled tuni into the lane connecting Gieen- 
haj' Mith the Oxford Bond. Tlie shouts indicated hostile 
and headlong pursuit; Mithia one minute, another right- 
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angled turn m the lane itself brought the uproar fully upon - 
the ear , and it became eiudent that some imminent danger 
— of what nature it uas impossible to guess — must be hastily 
nearing us We were all rooted to the spot , and all turned 
auMOUBly to the gates, which happily seemed to he closed 
Had this been othennse, no should liaie had no time to 
apply any remedy whatever, and the consequences must 
probably have involi ed us all In a few seconds, a powerful 
dog, not much above a furlong ahead of his pursuers, wheeled 
into sight We all saw him pause at the gates , but, iinding 
no ready access thiough the non lattice-ivork that protected 
the side battlements of the little bridge, and the pursuit being 
BO hot, he resumed his course along the outer margin of the 
brook Conimg opposite to myself, he made a dead stop I 
had thus an opportumty of looking him steadily in the face , 
which I did, ivithout more feai than belonged naturally to a 
case of so much hurry, and to me, in particular, of mystery 
I had never heard of hydrophobia But, necessarily con- 
necting the furious pui'smt with the dog that noiv gazed at 
me from the opposite side of the water, and, fechng obliged 
to presume that he had made an assault upon somebody or 
other, I looked searchingly into his eyes, and observed that 
they seemed glazed, and as if m a dreamy state, but at the 
same time suffused with some w’atery discharge, while his 
mouth was covered with masses of white foam He looked 
most earnestly at myself and the group beyond me , but he 
made no effoit whatever to cross the brook, and apparently 
had not the energy to attempt it by a flying leap My 
brother William, w ho did not in the least suspect the reM 
danger, invited the dog to try his chance in a leap — assunng 
him that, if ho succeeded, ho would kmght him on the spot ' 
Tlie temptation of a knighthood, however, did not prove 
sufficient. A veiy few seconds brought his pursuei’s wathin 
sight , and steadily, without sound oi gesture of any kind, 
he resumed his flight in the only direction open to him — 
m , by a field-path across stiles to Greeiilull Half-an-hour 
later he would have met a bevy of children going to a dame’s 
school, or carrjniig milk to rustic neighbours As it was, 
the early moining kept the road clear m front But belnnd 
immense was the body of agitated puisuers ' Leading the 
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cimsc, came, probably, half a troop of light cavaliy, all on 
foot, nearly all in tlieir stable dresses, and armed generally 
with pitchforks, though some eight or ten earned carbmes 
Half-mingled Mith these, and very little in the real, succeeded 
a vast nuscellnueous mob, that had gathered on the chase as 
it liuiiied through the purheus of Deansgate, and all that 
populous suburb of Mimchester. Erom some of these, ivho 
lialtcd to recover breath, we obtamed an explanation of the 
alfair About a mile and a-half from Greenhay stood some 
horse-banacks, occuxned usually by an entiie regiment of 
cavalry A large dog — one of a multitude that haunted the 
barraclcs — ^liad for some days manifested an increasing sullen- 
ness, snapping occasionally at dogs and horses, but finally at 
men Upon this he had been tied up , but m some way he 
had this morning liberated himself two tioop horses he had 
immediatel}' bitten, and had made attacks upon several of 
the men, -who foitunatel}' parried these attacks by means of 
the pitchforks standing leady to their hands On this 
eiidence, coupled with the knowledge of his previous illness, 
he was sunmianly condemned as mad, and the general 
pursuit commenced, which brought all parties (huntei-s and 
game) sweepmg so wildly past the quiet groimds of Greenhay 
The sequel of the afiau was tins none of the carbineers 
' ' succeeded in gCttmg a shot at the dog , m consequence of 
wdneh, the chase lasted for seienteen miles nominally , but, 
allowing for aU the doublmgs and headmgs-back of the dog, 
by computation for about tw enty-four and finally, in a state 
, of utter exhaustion, he W’as luu mto, and killed, somewhere 
in Cheshiie Of the two horses whom he had bitten, both 
ticated alike, one died in a state of fuiioiis hydrophobia 
some two months later, but the other (lliough the more, 
senoiisly wounded of the two) manifested no symptoms 
whatever of constitutional derangement And thus it* 
happened that for me this general event of separation iixim' 
my 'eldest brother, and the particular morning on which itJ 
occurred, w ere each for itself separately and equally memor- j 
able Freedom won and death escaped, almost in the same^ 
hour — freedom from a yoke of such secret and fretful annoy- ^ 
ance as none could measure but mjself — and death piobably 
through the fiercest of tonnents , these double cases of 
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deli^ eiance, so sudden and so nnlooled for, signalised, by nbafc 
heraldically might haie been described as a two-headed 
memorial, the establishment of an epoch in my Me Isot 
only was the Cfhapter of Isfakci thus solemnly finished for 
ever, and the record closed , but — ^ivhich cannot often happen 
— ^the chapter was closed pompously and conspicuously, bj 
what the early printers thiongh the fifteenth and si\teenth 
centuries would have called a hnght and illuminated 
Colophon. 
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,jlOTAg?: :5»iTER^Ttmjp^ 

“3%c cMd” saj's Woidswortli, father of the man'*\ fhuB 
fining into conscious notice tie fact, else faintly or not at aU 
peiceived, tliat wliatsoever is seen in the niaturest adult, 
hlosacimng and. heasing fvuit, must have pte-evisted by way 
of geim in the infant Yea , all that is now broadly em* 
blazoned in the man, once ivas Intent — seen or not seen — as 
a 1 ernal bud in ilie child But not, therefore, is it true in- 
“versely — ^that all uhicb pre-exists in the child finds its 
development in the man Eudiments and tendencies, which 
m.ght have found, sometimes by accidental, do not find, some- 
times under the killing frost of counter forces cannot find, 
their natural evolution Infancy, therefore, is to be viewed, 
not only as part of a larger uoild that waits for its final com- 
plement in old age, but also as a sepaiate world itsdf , part 
of a continent, but also a distinct pemnsula Most of what 
he has, the grow'ii-np man inherits fiom his infant self , but 
it does not foEow that he always enters upon the whole of 
Ins natural inheritance. 

Childhood, therefore, in the midst of its intellectual 
weuknes?, and sometimes even by means of this weakness, 
enjoys a Inmted pimlege of strength The heart in this 
season of life is aiijirehensive , and, ivlierc its sensibilities 

^ Chiefly a corrected and atnidged reproduction of wliat had heeii 
the si\-th of the «enes of articles coulnbuted bj Do Quincoy to Iloqg's 
, Inslntdor lu 1851-52, under tbe general title of “ASketeb from 
Childbood This particular la hdo bid tbero bonic tbe siib - title 
* Literature of Infmcj ’ — 
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are profound, is endowed witli a special power of listening, 
for the tones of trutli — ^ludden, struggling, or remote for, 
the knowledge heing then narrow, the interest is narrow 
in the objects of knowledge consequently the sensibilities 
aie not scattered, are not multiplied, aie not crushed and con- 
founded (as afterwards they are) under the burden of that 
distraction which lurks in the infimte littleness of details 
That mighty silence which infancy is thus privileged 'by' 
nature and by position to enjoy, co-operates wnth another 
source of power — almost peculiar to youth and youthful cir- 
cumstances — which "Wordsworth also was the first person to 
notice It belongs to a profound experience of the relations 
siibsistmg between ourselves and nature — that not always 
are we called upon to seek , sometimes, and in childhood 
above all, we are sought. 

“ Tlnnk you, ’mid all tins mighty sum 
Of things for ever speaking, 

That uuthing of ttself will come, 

But we must still bo seeking? " 


And again — 

“ Nor less I deem that there are pow’rs 
"Which of tlicmselres our minds impress , 

And we can feed this nund of ours 
In a wise passu cness ’ 

These cases of infancj , icachcd at interv als by special reve- 
lations, or creating foi itself, tliiough its prnileged silence of 
heart, authentic whispers of truth, or beauty, or power, have 
some analogy to those other cases, more directly supernatural, 
m which (accoiding to the old traditional faith of our ancestor’s) 
deep messages of admonition reached an individual thiough 
sudden angular deflexions of words, uttered or wTitten, that 
had not been originally addressed to himsdf Of these, there 
were two distinct classes — ^those wheie the person concerned 
had been purely passiv e, and, secondly, those in which he him- 
self had to some extent co-operated The first class hav e been 
noticed bj Cow per the poet, and by Geoigc Herbert, the well- 
know n pious brother of the still better luiown mfidel, Lord 
Herbert (of Cheibiiry), m a memorable sonnet , scmtiUations 
thev are of wliat seem nothing less than providential lights, 
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oftentimes arresting onr attention, fioin the very centre of 
else seems the blank darkness of chance and blind accident. 
“Bo'oks lying open, nnllions of surprises ” — ^these are amoi^ 
tlie cask to nhich Helbeit (and to which Con per) alludes— 
hooks, that is to say, left casually open without design or 
consciousness,'' from which some careless passer-by, when 
throning the most negligent of glances upon the page, has 
been Aartled by a solitary word, lying, as it neie, in ambush, 
naiting and lurking for /win, and looking at him steadily as 
an eye seaidung the haunted places in his conscience These 
cases are in pnnciple identical with those of the second das=, 
wheie the inquirer himself co-operated, or was not entirely 
passive , cases such as those which the Jews called Bath-col, 
or daughter of a voice (the echo augury i) — viz , nhere a man, 
peiplexed in judgment, and sighing for some determining 
counsel, suddenly heard from a shanger m some nnlooked-foi 
quaiter words not meant for himself, hut clamorously apply- 
ing to the difficulty hesettuig him In these instances, the 
mystical word, that earned a seciet meaning and message to 
one sole ear m the world, was always unsought foi fliat 
constituted its virtue and its divimtj'- , and to arrange means 
wilfully for catdung at such casual n ords would have de- 
feated the purpose A wdl-known variety of augury, con- 
' ducted upon this pnnciple, lay in the “ Soites Bihlicm,” 


1 tt ; 


‘ JOcho avgury ” — ^Thc dauglitex of a voice meant an echo, the 
onginal sound heing viewed as the mother, and the mcrheration, or 
' secondary sonnd, ns the daughter Analogically, tlierefoin, the duoct 
and original meaning of any word, or sentence, or counsel, nas the 
mother meaning , hut the secondary, oi mjstical meamng, created hy 
peculiar circunislauccs for one sepaiatc and pecnlmi eai, the daughter 
mcaumg, or echo meaning Tins mode of augury, through secondary 
inleiprctations of chance u ords, is not, as some readers may fancj', an 
old, obsolete, or merely Jewish form of seeking the diiano pleasure 
About a Mutuij ago, a umn, so famous, and hj repute so unaupersti- 
ttous, sssDr Dodikidge, was guided in a primary ictof choice, uiflu- 
' hw whole after life, hy a few chance woids fioin a child xeadmg 
alotid to hM mother With the othei mode of augurj — viz,, that 
- ' noticed bj Herbert — ^whero not the ear but the cj o presides, cntch- 
mg at some word that chance has thrown upon the eje in some book 
left open ly negligence, or opened at random by ono's-self, Coiviierthe 
poet, and his friend Neirton with scores of others that could be men- 
.tio-nctl, were made acquamted through practical results and personal 
tixpcnsuccs tucit i!i ihc^T bcLcf woro JuoxQOVsnbly Miiporlflut 
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-irfiere the BFols \r£s the crachlar hook consTtiteSj and iar 
iTQTe esteaavelv at a later period m the * Sortes 'VlrgilfaTife,’^ ^ 
■vrhere the iEKeid was the oracle consulted. 

Something^ analogous to these ^intaai transfigurations 
of a word or a sentence, by a bodily organ (eye or ear) that 
has been tonchei with vutae for etoHng the spirit;^ echo 
iurkiag m its lecessss belongs, perhaps to eYeiy impassioned 
mmd fcr the km bred result of forung out the peculiar 
beautv, pathce, or grandeur that may happen to lodge (unob- 
served by ruder forms of ScnsiLiLty) m special passages 
soatteitd up and down hteratnri lleantme. I vri^ Sie 
reader to understand that, m putting forward the peculiar 
power with wL-cn my childish t-ve detected a grandeur or a 
pomp of bsauTv not seen bv others m some special mstancs, 
I am not arrogaung more than it is lawful for every man the 
Very hunbics; to arrogate — ^viz., an individuality of mental 
consutut.' n so far anpbcable to sj^ecjal and exceptional cases 
as to revcal va.tK a life and power of I'eauty which others 
,a.nd sometimes, winch a'l others) had missed. ^ 

The first case belongs to the march (or boundary) line 
between my eighth and ninth years tne others to a period 

' ‘ SJ'ic^ ’ — Tpoa vti* p— raple coalil it aav* been 

that "ntgii vas as the otatalar focu'aai it such a case ’ An 

ac'-ao- so eveu aa to cult, tad auca more ln 2 .*ecL as regard? 

con-p^Ss o' t..caga‘ aad Tarew c s-'‘-cat-ija. c~ character, T-ci.e abort 
tee «cr:* taat pacta Ltcretcre oSre*ed. Bat I Evsdf eaea tLiew oat 
a ja t-_ ■'h i* » esp a KOtiie sn babalf o' such 

a chc tc teat wsaid te L. Op to o~cr-ide the sarong mstnis agauaii i* 
Hit ao*ive was calrfs av who’e apev-cou •’a is gioanaies: 'the ve-y 
same v ji.;h It-i Daate. la an age o' ignouia'C. to select Tiigtliis Ids 
gm,e xa Hales Tfc? siveatL s-oa c' a seveata sou h?*g al'cajs trssL- 
ttsaalli beta h'*aoaticd as tea d.postufv of niag’cal and oTscr saper- 
aataral gOls. And the same tradit-Qaai p-tvEe^ attached to aav laaa 
where catc-ai! graad'sther was a sourer ^Towit h 3 Uj»=a&i that 
Tcgd i site-aal gtaari'a: er boie tie aaa-e of ITcjns. This, hv the 
laasTiat latut ‘aic la Nap’c-, &c., wao haa b«a taught to reve'e-acs 
h.a tfab. Ttis tiaasUeii froai i.s tuts aa.ep‘at.03 aa a p~opier tascv 
to a false ca’ as aa appe-Iau-e ; it was sappo'ed to taditaie ast the 
astas hat tie p*c'esroa cf the o o geat’eiaas. And thus, acccrdiag 
to .i- h- !.e' o' the Lastitom, that esadleat Chnstiaa, P. Ta^»c3 
as ’ s*c->p.»-l 1)T Kere saccess-'u and r^t of lah eutas'e m'o 5 h< 
■v a, £ i c i g-aa Ig.'ia s in'c’xa’ ptower tad hao— lei" both cf wh ch 
»•- i oaltV., ftr- ciafaris wi±cat ihttaa, sad for tee 

het^ht <■? the ra-lt 5tl 
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clmsm, in tlic abyss tliat no eye could bridge, between tlie 
pollution of slavery — ^tlic being a man, 3 et witliout ngbt or 
lawful power belonging to a man — betu een tins unutterable 
degradation and the starry altitude of tlio slave at that 
moment uhen, upon the unveiling of his everlasting statue, 
all the armies of the earth might be conceived as presenting 
arms to the emancipated man, the cymbals and kettle-drums 
of kings as drowning the ivhispers of his ignominy, and the 
harps of all his sisters that wept over slavery yet joining in 
one choial gratulation to the regenerated slave I assign the 
elements of uhat I did in reality feel at that timi^ wliicb to 
the reader may seem extravagant, and by no means of what 
it was reasonable to feel But, in order that full justice niaj’ 
be done to my childish self, I must point out to tlie reader 
another souico of what stiikes me as leal grandeur Horace, 
that exquisite master of the lyre, and that most shallow of 
CTitics, it is needless to say that in those dajs I had not read 
Coiisequentlj' I knew' nothing of his idle canon, that tlie 
opening of poems must bo humble and subdued But ray 
own seusibilitj told me how much of additional grandeui 
accrued to these two lines as bung the immediate and all- 
pompous op/'inngf of the poem Tlie same feeling I had 
received from the crashing oiertnre to the grand chapter of 
the king made a great feast to a thou- 
san of his lords” But, above all, I felt this effect produced 
in the two opening lines of « Macbeth" 

" '' wwd “'rLcir*)— emphasis of tlinnaer dwells upon that 

Wnrv slisll we three meet again — 

In llmndcr, lightning, or in lam?" 

What an orchestral crash bursts upon the ear in that all- 
s la ering question And one sj liable of apologetic prepara- 
suggestion of Hoiuce, would liave the 
effect of cinasculatiiig the whole tremendous alarum The 
passage in Phredrns differs thus far from that in « Macbeth," 
tli.it the first line, simply stating a matlei of fact, with no 
norc o sentiment than belongs to the woid vngmtcm, and to 
* *esis between the two jiaities so cnoTmously divided 
il.«op the skaac and the Athenians — must be read as an 
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apoggiatma, or burned note of introduction, flying forward 
- as if on ivings to descend ■vntli tlio fnry and vreiglit of a 
tliousand orcbestras upon tbe immortal passion of tbe second 
line— “Seivnmque collocAnint ^Itekxa in Bast” Tbis 
passage fiom Pbtedrus, wbicb miglit be briefly designated 
The Apotheosis of the Slave, gave to me my first grand and 
jubilant sense of tbe moral sublime 

Two other e\peneiiccs of mine of tbe same class bad been 
earlier, and these I bad shared with my sister Elizabeth 
Tlie first, TTOS deiiied from the “Arabian Nights” Mrs 
Barbauld, a lady now veiy nearly forgotten,^ then filled a large 
space in tbe public eye , in fact, as a u liter for children, she 
occupied tbe place from about 1780 to 1805 which, from 
1805 to 1835, was occupied by Miss Edgeuoitb Only, as 
unhappily Miss Edgeworth is also now very nearly forgotten, 
this IS to explain ignokm per tgnohus, or at least one ignotwm 
by another vgnoium However, since it cannot be helped, 
this unknown and also most well-known woman, having 
occasion, in the dajs of her glori'^, to speak of the “Arabian 
Nights,” insisted on Aladdin, and secondly on Siiibad, as the 
tw'o jewels of the collection Now, on the contrarv, my 
Sister and myself pronounced Sinbad to be veiy bad, and 
Aladdin to be pretty nearly the worst, and upon grounds 

^ “Veri/ nearly forgotten'’ — Not quite, however It ninst be 
hard upon eighty or eighty-fi\e year'! since she first commcuced 
authorship — a ponod which allows tune for a great deal of forgetting 
and yet, m the very week when I am revising this passage, I ohserio 
advertised a now edition, atti actively illustrated, of the “Evenings 
at Homo’' — a joint work of Mrs Barbauld and her brother (the elder 
Dr Aikiu) Mrs Barbauld was cvccedingly cleier Her mimicry of 
Dr Johusou’s style was the best of all that exist Her blank- verse 
*' Washing Day," descriptive of the discomforts attending a mistimed - 
visit to a rustic fnend, under the affliction of a family-washing, is 
picturesquely circumstantiated And her prose hymns for children 
hale loft upon my childish recollection a deep impression of solemn 
beauty and simplicity Coleridge, who scattered his sneering compli- 
menb i erj hborally np and down the w orld, used to call the elder Dr 
Aikin (tdlnsnoly to Pope’s i, ell-known line — 

“No craiing loid left aching in the breast”) 

an aching roid , and the nephew. Dr Arthur AAin, by w av of variety 
a void aching ^Vhllst Mrs Barbauld ho designated as that :^eonasiii 
of valedness, since, as if it were not enough to be hare, she was al^o 
hold 
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tliat still strike me as jnst For, as to Smbad, it is not a 
story at all, but a meie succession of adventures, baling no 
unity of interest ivliatsoever and in Aladdin, after the 
possession of the lamp has been once secured by "a pure 
accident, the story ceases to move All the rest is a meic 
record of upholstery , how this saloon was finished to-day, 
and that mndou on the next day, nith no fiesli incident 
whatever, except the single and tiansient niisfoitune arising 
out of the ad\ antage given to the magician by the unpardon- 
able stupidity of Aladdin in regard to the lamp But, whilst 
my Bistei and I agreed m desjnsmg Aladdin so mucli as 
almost to be on the verge of despising the queen of all the 
blue-stockings for so ill-directed a preference, one solitary 
section there was of that tale nhicli fixed and fascinated my 
gaze, m a degree that I never afterwaids forgot, and did not . 
at that time comprehend Tlie sublimity which it involved 
w'as mysterious and unfathomable, as regarded any key .which 
I posse'^ed for deciphcmg its law or oiigin Made restless 
by the blind sense which I had of its giandeur, I could not 
for a moment succeed in finding out why it should be grand 
Unable to explain my own impressions in Aladdin, I did 
not the less obstinately persi'^t in believing a sublimity which 
I could not understand It was, in fact, one of those many - 
important cases which elsewhere I haie called zmohites of 
human sensibility , combinations in which the materials of 
future thought or feeling aie earned as imperceptibly into 
the mind as vegetable seeds are caiTicd variously combined 
through the atmosphere, or by means of rivers, by birds, by 
winds, by waters, into I’eraote countries. But the reader 
shall judge for himself At the opening of the tale, a 
magician living in the central depths of Africa is introduced to . 
us as one made awaie by his secret art of an enclianted lamp 
endow ed with supernatural pow ers available foi the sen ice 
of any man w hatei er w ho should get it mto his keeping But 
there lies the difficulty The lamp is impnsoned in sub- 
teiraneous chambers, and from these it can be icleased only 
by the hands of an innocent child But this is not enough 
the cluld must hai e a special horoscope wiitten m the stare, 
or else a peculiar destinv written in Ins constitution, en- 
titling linn to lake possession of the lamp Whore shall 
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sudi a clulcl be found ? ’Where shall he be sought ? Tlie 
magician Inious he applies his car to the eaitli , he listens 
to the luiiuinerable sounds of footsteps that at the moment 
' of his experiment are tormenting the surface of the globe , 
and amongst them all, at a distance of sik thousand miles, 
plaj ing in the streets of Bagdad, ho distinguishes the peciiliai 
steps of the cluld Aladdm Tiirough this mighty labyiinlh 
of sounds, uhicli Archimedes, aided by his aioianm, could 
not sum or disentangle, one solitary infant’s feet are distinctly 
recognised on the banks of the Tigris, distant by four hundied 
and forty days’ maich of an aimy or a caiavan These feet, 
these steps, the sorcerei kuons, and challenges in his heait, 
as the feet, as the steps of that innocent bo3% through whose 
hands onlj’' he could have a chance of reaching the lamp 
,It follows, theieforc, that the \Mcked magician exercises 
tivo demoniac gifts First, he has the power to disarm Babel 
itself of its cohfiision Secondly, aftei having laid aside as 
useless many bilhons of earthly sounds, and after havuig 
fastened his nuuderous ^ attention upon one insulated tread, 
he has the pouer, still more iinscaichable, of leading in that 
hastj' movement an alphabet of new and infinite symbols , 
for, in order that the soimd of the child’s feet should be 
significant and intcUigible, that sound must open into a 
gamut of infimte compass The pulses of the heart, the 
motions of the mil, the phantoms of the brain, must repeat 
themselves in secret hieroglyphics uttered by the flying foot- 
steps Even' the articulate or brutal sounds of the globe 
must be all so many languages and ciphers that somenhere 
- have their corresponding keys — have their own grammar and 
syntax , and thus the least things in the umveise must be 
secret mirrors to the greatest. Pahnistiy lias something of 
the same dark siibhmity All this, by rude eflbrts at 
explanation that mocked my feeble command of words^ I 
commumcated to my sister , and die, whose sympathy with 
my meaning nas always so qmck and true, often outrimmng 
electncally my imperfect expiessions, felt the passage in the 
same way as myself,- but not, perhaps, in the same degree. 

^ Muiderous ’ , for it was Ins intention to Icaic Aladdm im- 
mnred m the subterraneous chambers 

® The reader will not understand me as attnbutmg to tbe Arabian 

VOL I ‘ K 
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She was ranch bej'ond me in Telocity of nppi-ehen'aon, and 
many other qualities of intellect Heie onlj, vu, on cases 
of the darl, suhlirae, nheie it rested uxioii dim abstractions, 
and when no paiticular tiait of moral giandeur came foinard, 
we diflered — difleied, that is to saj, as bymore or by less Else,' 
even as to the sublime, and numbers of otbci intellectual ques^ 
tions n Inch rose up to us from our immense inading, w c drew 
together w ith a peifect fidelity of syuijiatliy , and therefore I 
pass willingly fiom a case which exemplified one of our rare 
differences, to another, not less interesting foi itself, which' 
illustrated (what occuried so continually) the intensity of our^ 
agreement 

Ko instance of noble revenge that e\ er I heard of seems 
so eflective, if considered as applied to a noble-minded wiong- 
doer, or in aiij' case as so pathetic Fiom what quarter the 
story comes oiiginally, was unknown to us at thc'tiino , and 
I h.ue neiei met it since , so that possibly it maybe new to 
the reader We found it in a book written for the use of his 
own children by Dr Pcrcival, the physician who attended at 
Greenhay Di P was a literary man, of elegant tastes and 
philosophic habits Some of his papers may be found in the 
“ Manchestei Philosophic Tiansactious ” , and these I have 
heard mentioned with respect, though, for myself, J have no 
personal knowledge of them. Some presumption meantime 
anses in their favour, from the fact that he had been ,a 
favoured conespondent of tbe most eminent Ereuchmen at 
that time who cultivated literature jointly with plnlosopliy 
Voltaire, Diderot, Maupertuis, Condorcef^ and D’Alembert," 
bad all treated him wuth distinction , and I have'-heard my 
mother say that, in days before I or my aster could have 
known Imn, be attempted vainly to inteiest hei m tliese 
French luminaries, by reading extiacts from their frequent 
letters, which, however, so far fiom reconciling her to tlic 
letters, or to the writers of the letters, had tlie unhappy 

1 

ongmatOT of Aladdin all the sentiment of the case asT have eudeavonred 
^ to disentangle it He spoke what ho did not understand , for, as to 
sentiment of any hind, all Orientals are obtuse and impassive Sphere 
are other suhliimties (some, at least) in the “Arabian Nights," which 
first became such — a gas that first kindles — when entering into room* 
hiintion with new elements in a Christian atmosphere ' ■- 
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effect of ii\ etuis' her ilieliko (prenotisly burlding) to the 
doctor, ns' llieir recen’cr. and the pronetir of their authors 
The tone of the letters — ^liollon, insuiccic, and full of couiiily 
cunlitics to Dr P, as a ltno\ni fiicud of "f/it. iolciaim” 
fmeamng, of toleiatioii) — certainly uas not adapted to the 
English taste , and in llus respect nas speciallv otlcnsnc to 
iiiy mother, as alnajs assuming of the doctor that, by meic 
ncces'nt}’^ as being a jihilosopher, he must be an infidel Dr 
P left that ijueslion, I bcliei e, in medto,'’ neither assenting 
nor dcnjjng; and nndouhtedly theie nas no paiticnlar call 
upon him to publish Ins Confession of Faith before one i\ ho, 
in the midst of hci rigorous politeness, suffered it to bo loo 
transparent that she did not like him It is aluajs a pity to 
see any tiling lost and vnsted, especiall} lo\e, and, theieforo, 
it nas no subject for lamentation, that too probably the 
philosophic doctor did not enthusiastically like her But, if 
ically «o, that made no difference m his feelmgs ton aids my 
sister and myself Ds ho did like , and, as one proof of liis 
I'cgaixlj he presented us jointly mth such of his woiks as 
could be supposed inteiesling to two joung literati, ubosc 
combined ages made no more at this period than a bakci’s 
do/cn Tliese presentation copies amounted to Lwo at the 
Icast^ both oclatos, and one of them entitled The Falher^s — 
somefhiiig or other , uhat "vras it ? — Assistant, peihaps How 
much assistance the doctor might furnish to the fathers upon 
this wncked little planet I cannot siiy But fathers are a 
stnbboin race , it is veiy little Use tijnng to assist them 
Bettei alwaxs to presenbe for llie rising generation And 
ceilainly tlie impression w'lutb he made upon ns — my sister 
and mjsclf — by the story in question, was deep and 
memorable my sister wept over it, and wept over the 
leniembiance of it, and, not long after, cnriiod its sweet 
aioina oft “With her to heaven , wliilst I, for mij part, hai'o 
nevei forgotten it Yet, pcrhaiis, it is iiijuclicions to have 
too much excited the readei’s expectations , therefore, readei, 
understand what it is that 3 on arc imnted to hear — ^not 
much of a story, but simply a noble sentiment, snob as that 
of Louis XII w hen he refused, as King of France, to avenge 
Ins oxvn uipmcs as Duke of Orlcans-isuch as that of Hadiian, 
yrhen he said that a Homan Imperator ought to die standing, 
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meaning Uial Cwsai, as tlie man a\1io icpicsented nlmigli^ 
Rome, should face the last enemy, as the fust, m an allitnde 
of nnconcittiBrkblc defiance Here is Dr PcrcivaVs story, 
which (again I ^v am j on) will collapse into nothing at all, 
unless you yourself are able to dilate it by expansne 
sympathy with its sentiment 

A young officer (in what army, no matter) had so for 
foi^otten himself, in a moment of irritation, as to stake a 
private soldier, full of personal dignity (as sometimes happens 
m all ranks), and distingiiibhed for his com age. The inexor- 
able laws of military discipline forbade to the injuicd soldier 
any practical redress — ^lie could look for no retaliation by 
acts Words only were at his command , and, in a tumult 
of indignation, as he turned auaj, the soldier said to his 
officer that he would “ make him repent it ” This, wearing 
the shape of a menace, naturally rekindled the officer’s anger, 
and intercepted any disposition uhich might be rising nithin 
him towards a sentiment of remorse , and thus the irritation 
between the two young men grew hotter than before Some 
weeks after this a partial action took place wuth. the enemy 
Suppose yourself a spectator, and looking down into a vaUoy 
occupied by the two armies They are facing each other, 
you see, in maitial array But it is no more than a skirmish 
which IS gomg on , in the course of winch, however, an 
occasion suddenly arises for a desperate service. A redoubt, 
which has fallen into the enemy’s hands, must be recaptured 
at any price, and under circumstances of all but hopeless 
difficulty A strong patty has volunteered for the service , 
there is a cry for somebody to head them , you see a soldier 
step out from the ranks to assume this dangeions leadetslup , 
the party moves rapidly forward , in a few minutes it is 
swallowed up from your eyes in clouds of smoke , for one 
half-hour, from behind these clouds, yon receive hieroglyphic 
reports of bloody stnfe — ^fierce repeaUng signals, flashes from 
the guns, rolhng musketry, and exulting hurrahs, advancing 
or receding, slackening or redoubling At length all is over 
the redoubt has been recovered , that which was lost is found 
again , the jewel which had been made captive is ransomed 
with blood Crimsoned* ivith glorious gore, the "wreck of the 
conquering party is relieved, and at liberty to return Prom 
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the rner you see it aocctidmj:; The pluinc-ci’estcd ofliccr in 
command lushes foniArd, \Mtiilu«s lift hand raising his hat in 
homage to the hlacTtencd fragnienta of what once nas a flag, 
whilst, wath Ins right hand, he sei?cs that of the leader, 
though no more thiui a' private fiom Ihc innks That per- 
,ple\C3 5 ou not inj stetj you sec none in (hat For distinctions 
of order pensh, ranks are confonnded, “high and low” aic 
words without a ineannig, and to wreck goes every notion or 
feeling that divides the noble from the noble, or the bravo man 
from the brave. But wherefore is it that now, v\ lien suddenlj’ 
they wbecl into mutual reoogiulion, suddenly they pause t 
Tins soldier, this officer — who are they ? 0 reader ! once 
before they had stood face to face — tlie soldier it is that was 
struck; ^ the oflicer it is that struck him Once again they 
are meeting , and the gare of armies is upon them If for 
a moment a doubt divides them, in a moment the doubt 
h(is penshed One glance evehanged betu een them publishes 
the forgiveness that is sealed for ever As one who recovers 
a hiofhor whom he had accoimted dead, the officer sprang 
foruaid, threw his arms around the neck of the soldier, and 
kissed him, as if he were some martyr glorified hj that 
shadow of death from which he was returning, whilst, on 
/its part, the soldier, stepping back, and carrjung his open 
hand through the beautiful motions of tbe military salute to 
a Bupcrioi, makes this immortal answ’or — Uiat answer wlndi 
sbttt up for ever tlie memory of the indigmty offered to Inni, 
even vsbilst for tbe last time alluding to it — “ Sir,” be said, 
“ I told j ou before that I would male you repent it ” 
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XJIE FEMALE INPmEL^' 
f -/-rt iirt-c yVt Ajvaa''- 

At tlie time of mj father’s death, I was nearly seven years 
old ® In the nevt four years, dnnng which n e continued to 
live at Greeiihay, nothing memorable occurred, evcepti indeed, 
that troubled paienthesis in my life which connected me 
with niy brother William — ^this certainly was memorable to 
myself — and, secondly, the visit of a most cccentiic young 
woman, who, about nine years latei, drew the ejes of all 
England upon herself, by her unprincipled conduct in an. 
nflair affecting the life of two 0\onian undeigiaduates She 
was the daughter of Lord le Despencer (known pienoualy ns 
Sii Francis Dashwood)^ , and at tins time (mearang the time 
of her visit to Greenhay) she w as about twenty-two years old^ , 
with a face and a figure classically beautiful, andwTith the reputa- 
tion of extraordinary accomplishments , tliese accomplishments 
being not only eminent in their degree, but rare and inter- 
cstmg m their kind In particular, she astonished every 

^ De Qaincey now returns to the use of the mam scries of his anto- 
■biogmphical papers m Tail’s Magazine (see ante, p 2) , and tins 
chapter is an expansion of what had formed hnt a page or two in the 
first of those articles, i e the article in Tail for Feb 1834 — M 
- "Nearly eight jcais old" 'would have been more correct J)e 
Quinccy was bom 15th August 1786 , and his father died 18th July 
1708 See foohiotos, ante, ji 30 and p 34 — M 

® Chancellor of the Exchequer in the brief Bute administration of 
17C2 C8, but belter knoivn os the founder and one of the chief members 
of the notorious Mcdmentiam Club (alias JlellJ^tre Club), whicli included 
ilco lYillves and the poets Churchill and 'Wliitehead — M 
■* She was born in 1774 — M 
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person by ber imjmiiipht peifoniiances on Ibe oigan, and 
b\ be! pOMors of (bsput'ilion Tliece last she applied, 
entirely to attaclcs upon Cbrisfiamty , for she openly pio- 
fcsscd. infidelity* m the most audacious form , and at my 
motlier's table slic certainly proved more than a match for 
all the clei^ymen of the neighbouring town®, some of vhom 
(as the most intcllectunl pei'sons of that neighbourhood) u ere 
daily invited to meet her It u ns a meie accident nhicli had 
introduced her to my mother’s liousc. Happening to heai 
from my sister Jfarys governess ^ that she and her pupil w ere 

^ “My s«?*r 2 rary's goierncs^" — ^Tliis governess was a JIiss 
Wesley, niece to John Weslej , the founder of Methodism And the 
mention of her recalls to me a fact, a\hich was recently reined and 
mis stated hy the whole newspaper press of the island It had been 
always hnown that some relationship existed between the Wellesleys 
and John Weslej Their names had, in fact, been originally the !>ame , 
and the Dnke of Wellington him«elf, in the earlier part of his career, 
when sitting in the Irish House of Commons, was always known to the 
Iri'h jonmaJs as Caplain Wesley* Upon this arose a natural belief, 
that the aristocratic branch of the honso had improved the name into 
Wellesley But the true process of change had been precisely the 
other aviiy Not Wesley had been expanded into Wellesley— but, 
linersely, Wellesley had been contracted by lionsehold usage into 
Wesley. The name must have been Weliesley m its earliest stage, 
since it was founded upon a connection with Wells Cathedral It had 
obeyed tlie same process as prevails in many* Imndrods of other names 
St Loger, for instance, is always pronouneecl as if WTitten Silhiiger , 
Ciiolmondeley as Chumleigli , Marjonbanks as Marohbanks , and thp 
illustrious name of Caaenilish was for centuries familiarly pronounced 
Candisli, and Wordsworth has even mtioduccd tins name into serso, 
so as to Compel the reader, by a metrical coercion, into calling it 
Candisb Miss Wesley’s family had great ronsical seiisibditj and skill 
This led tlic family into giving musical parties, at which was constantly 
to be found Lord Mornington, tbo f itlier of the Duke of Wellington 
For fhese parties it was, as Miss Wesley informed me, that the carl 
composed his most celebrated glee Here also it ai as, or in similar 
■musical circles gathered about himself by the first Loni Mornington, 
that tho Dnke of Wellington had formed and cnltiaated his nnaiTccted 
loa e for music of tho highest class — 1 1, for tho impassioned music of 
the serious opera. And it occurs to me ns highly probable, that Mrs 
Lee’s connection with tho Wesleys, through which it was that she 
became acquainted with my mother, must hate rested upon the 
common interest aahich she and the Wesleas had in the organ and in 
the class of music suited to that instnimcnt Mrs Lee herself was an 
iniproa iratrico of the first class upon the organ and the tw o brothers 
of Miss Wesley, Sam and Charles, ranked for aeij many years as the 
first oiganists in Diirop'' 
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going Oil a visit to an old Catholic family in the Countj' of 
Durham (the family of Mr Sn’inhurne, who was known 
advantageonsly to the public by his “Tra\els in Spam and 
Sicily,” &c), Mrs Lee, whose education m a French convent 
aided by her father’s influence, had introduced lier evtenSivdj 
to the knowledge of Catholic families m England, and who 
had herself an invitation to the same house at the same time, 
wrote to offer the use of her carriage to comey all three — i c, 
herself, my sister, and her governess — to Mr Swinburne’s. 
This naturally drew forth from my mother an mvitation to ^ 
Greenhay, and to Greenhay she came On the impenol of 
her carriage, and elsewhere, she described herself as the Hon 
Antonina Dashwood Lee But, in fact, being only the 
illegitimate daughter of Lord le Despenccr, sihe was not" 
entitled to that designation She had, however, received a 
bequest even more enviable from her father — ^viz , not less’ 
than forty-five thousand pounds At a very early age, she 
had married a young Oxoman, distingmshed for nothing but 
a very splendid person, which had procured him the distin- 
giushmg title of Handsome Lee, and from hun she had 
siieedily separated, on the agreement of dividmg the forttinc ^ 

My mother little guessed what sort of person it was 
whom she had asked into her family So much, however, - 
she had understood from LIiss Wesley — tliat Mi’s. Lee was a 
bold thinker , and that, for a woman, she had an astoiusliing 
command of theological leammg 'This it was that suggested 
the clerical invitations, as in such a case likely to furnish the 
most appropriate society But tlus led to a painful result 
It might easily have happened that a very learned clergyman 
should not specially have qualified himself for the service of 
a theological tournament and my mother’s range of acquaint- 
ance was not very extensive amongst the clerical body 
But of these the two leaders, as regarded public consideration, 

* Her hnsbind was Matthew Allen Lee, Esq , said to have heen of 
a Scottish familj It was a runaway match in 1/94, and they'weic 
mamed at Haddington As she was then a ward in Chancery, he was 
arrested and was for some tune in confinement on account of the 
marriage An arrangement was made in 179G, hj which half her 
proportj, or about £1200 a jear, wa.s settled on herself and at the 
end of that year thej separated, ho tahiug the other half, and she 
going to liie in Bolton Row, Piccadillj, London — M, 
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veiv Mr 11 , nn ciumlian, and Jfr Clowes, wlio for 

mo’-u Unn fiftx jeans ofiicjated o'? rector of St John’s Chinch 
in ■Manchester In fact, the golden tiibilco i of Ins pastoral 
connection wUlj St John’s was celehiatcd many jears after 
with lunch deii'oii'-lKituc cvpre.«sion of public SMupatlij on 
the jiaTt of nnuersal lifanclicster — Uic most nnporlant cit\ 
in tbe i«l ind next after London No men could liai e been 
fouiul who wore loss fitted to act ns champions m a duel on 
buhalf of Chnstiamty Mr II was dieadfully common- 

place , dull, dreadfully dull , and, by the nccessitj of liis 
nature, incapable of being in deadlj mtercst, wdncli las 
splendid antagonist at all times was ITis encoiintci, tlierc- 
fore, iMth 5 Ir« Lee presented tbe distiessing spectacle of 
an old, toothless, mumbling mastitl, fighting foi tbe household 
to a\hich he owed allegiance, against a j'oung leopardess fresh 
from Uie forests. Everj touch from her, eveij \chetj’'paw, 
drew' hlood And something comic mingled with what 1113 
mother felt to he paramount tragedj- Far dillerent was 
^Ir Clowes holj, I’lsionnn, aiioslolic, ho could not be 
treated disrespectfiilh. No man could denj’ him a qualified 
homage But for anj polemic service he w anted the taste, 
the training, and the particular sort of erudition leqmied 
Neithei would such adi antages, if he had happened to possess 
them, lm%e at all aa ailed him in a case like this Horror, 
blank borior,sei7ed him upon seeing a w oman, a 3 oung w oman, 
a woman of captiaatmg beautj, whom God had adorned so 
cminentlj with gifts ofpersonand of miiid,bieathing sentiments 
that to him seemed fresli fioni the mintage of hell He 
could haac apostrophised hei (as long afterwards he hmiself 
told me) in the aaords of Slink^perc’s Juliet — 

'* Beautiful tyrant ' fiend mgelieal 1 ’’ 

for he aaas one of those aadio ncaer think of Chnstiainty as 
the subject of defence Could siinsbine, could light, could 
the glories of the daw n, call for defence ? Not as a thing to 

1 Thr golden juhlee” — lliis, in Gernima, is used popuHrly as a 
teclinical eapression a inarr cd couple, avlien celebrating llio fiftieth 
anmi erhiry of tlicir inarrnge dnj , are said to keep their golden jubdee , 
but on the Iweiilj -fifth aninacrsaiT they have credit only for a ether 
jubilee 
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be defended, Imt as a thing to be interpreted," as a thing to 
be illuminated, did Clinstiaiuty exist for /iim- Ue, therelore, 
IV as even more unsei viceable as a champion against the 
deliberate impeacher of Ohnstian evidences than my reverend 
guardian 

Thus it was that he himself explained hia ovvti position,' 
in after days, when I had reached my sixteenth 3 ''ear, and 
vnsited him upon terms of friendship as close as con ever 
have existed betu'een a boy and a man already giey-headed 
Hun and his noiseless parsonage, the pensive abode for sixtj 
years of religious leverie and ancliontish self-denial, I have 
desenbed further on In some limited sense he belongs^ to 
our literature , for he was, in fact, the introducer of Sweden- 
borg to this countij' , 08 being himself partiallj’ the translatoT 
of Swedenborg , and still more as orgaiusing a patronage to 
other people’s translations , and also, I believe, as republish- 
ing the original Latin works of Swedenborg To say that of 
Mr Clowes was, until latclj', but another vniy of desaibing 
him as a debrious dreamer. At present (1853), I presume 
the reader to be awaio that Cambridge has, within the last 
few years, unsettled and ev en rev olntionised our estimates of 
Swedenborg as a philosopher Tliat man, indeed, whom 
Emerson ranks as one amongst his inner consistory of intel- 
lectual potentates, cannot be the absolute tnfler that ICant 
(who knew him only by the most tiivial of his pietensions), 
eighty years ago, supposed him Assuredly, Mr Clowes was 
no tnfler, but liv'cd habitually a life of power, though lu a 
world of religious mysticism and of apocalyptic visions To 
liim, being such a man by nature and by habit, it was in. eflect 
the lofty Lady Geraldine from Coleridge’s "Chnstabclle” that 
stood before him in this infidel lady A magnificent vvTtch 
she was, like the Lady Geraldine , hav iiig the same superb 
beauty , the same power of throwing spells over the ordinary 
gazer , and yet at intervals unmasking to sonic solitary, 
unfasemated spectator the same dull blink of a snaky eye 
and revealuig, through the most fugitive of gleams, a traitress 
couchaut beneath what else to all others seemed the form of 
a lady, armed with incomparable pretensions — one that was 

“ Beautiful exceedingly, 
laVo V lady from a tar couiilne.” 
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The reojie, vi I it ‘•'vctched long i.eU'^ nfteiwnuls 
wore t1‘ m t'lnt’ of thoyo who had wilno«e(l it, was painful in 
exicsv. And thn shoch giien to nn motlior was incinoiahio 
Pot the fiivt ,mil the last time in hex long and hcalthj life, 
I'he pulleioi nil alaiin>ng nmous aftaih, Partly this ax-ose 
fiom the tontiKt hotwceii herself in the charicter of liostess, 

- and hii^^elf ac a lo\al daughter of Chti«iinii faith , she shiid- 
dtnal, in a degree almost incoiifrollablc and beiond her powei 
to ih- c’lihle, at the nnfcrninine intrepuliti with which “the 
U'OJur'^e‘•^ ” eonductid het asisaults u]ion the sheep-folds of 
orthodoxj } and, pirflj aKo, tins internal conflict aiose from 
ooneern on Iwlnlf of her own strianfs, who waited at dinnci, 
and were incMtahly lialde to impies«ions from what thei 
heard Jfy inotlur, l>i original choice, and by carl\ training 
nndei a very aiHiocratio father recoiled as austerely from all 
duett emntiniincation inth her sonants ns the Pjthia at 
Delphi from the attendants that sw opt out the (ciiiple. Put 
not thr less her conscience, in all stages of her life, IiaMiig or 
110/ h.iMilg aiij special knowledge of religion, acknowledged 
a pathetic weight of oldigalion to lemove fiom hei household 
nil <'Mnfc?seJly corrupting influences And here was one 
whi'di •'he could not I'cnioic Wiat chicflj she feared, on 
behalf of hei sciianls, was cither, lust, the danger from the 
simple /or/, now suddenh made Known to them, that it was 
po,s>iblc foi a iterson umisually gifted to deny Chnsfianity 
such a denial and haughty abjuration could not but carij 
itself more profoundly into the leficctiie mind, eicii of 
servants, when the aiiow came winged and made buojant bj 
the gaj* fealhciing of so many splendid nccomplisliments 
T Ins general fact was appreciable by tliose who would forget, 
and ne\ei could ha\e underatood, the paiticulai aiguincnts of 
the infidel Yet, even as ivgaided these iiarticulai aigu- 
inents, secondly, mj* mother feaied that some one — biief, 
telling, and remcinberahle — ^might be singled out fiom tbe 
rest, might transplant itself to tlie seivants’ hall, and take 
root for life in some mind sufficiently thoughtful to nn est it 
with luteicst, and yet far leinoved from any oppoilumties, 
through hooks or society, for disaimmg the argument of its 
sting Such a danger was quickened by the character and 
pretensions of Slis Lee’s footman, who was a daily witness, 
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believe that ray mother v.os mistaken ° , to 

station less than any other class off 

sympathise vith boldness that manifests 

the joke of religion Perhaps a natural ” 

that levity of that nature mU pretty surely 

contagioui to other modes of eonscientious 8*^“^ 

any rate, my own experience would warrant me m o o 

whether any instance ucre ever knowm of a woman, in t 

rank of serLt, regarding infidebty or 

brilliant, or interesting, or m any way as 

tinguishing a man Meantime, this conscientious 

«on on account of the servants applied to ^ 

were remote But the pity on account of the poor la y 

hemelf applied to a danger that seemed imminent and M 

This beautiful and splendid young creature, as mj moUmr 

knew, was floating, wnthout anchor, or J ^^n 

anchJnng grounds, upon the unfathomable ocean of a^don 

woild, which, for her, was iviappcd in 

Its dangers, and thus for her the chances of 

seven times multiplied It was notonous that 

no protector or grade, natural or legal Her ‘ ^ 

in fact, instead of imposing new 

old ones For the legal separation of Doctors ‘ 

teclmicaUy called a divorce, but a . /froii 

tharo (from bed and board), and not a 

the very tie and obligation of marriage), ^ gam 

law from the control of her husband , whilst, at the 
time, the matnmonial condition, of couise, enlaig t ^ 

liherty of notion which dse is unavoidablyTiarrowea yt 

reserve and delicacy natural to a young ^ 
unmarried Here arose one peril more , and, secondly, 
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lliis most imusu.ll {iggi.av.ation of tluit poiil — that Mrs. Lee 
uas deplorably ignoijmt of English hfe, indeed, of life 
umvemUj' Stnctly spealang, she Utas even yet a raw 
untutored novice turned suddenly loose fiom the twilight of 
a monastic seclusion Under anj*^ circumstances, such a sitiia- 
' tion lay open to an .amount of danger Uiat w.as atflicting to 
contemplate But one dre.adful c\.asper.ation of these fatal 
.luginies lay in the pecuLar temper of Mrs Lee, as connected 
with her infidel thmking Her natule was too frank and 
hold to tolerate any disguise and my mothei’s ow n experi- 
ence had now taught her that Mrs Lee w oiild not he content 
'to lea\e to the random call of accident the avow'al of her 
principles No passive or latent spirit of free-thinking w as 
hers — headlong it was, uncompromismg, almost fierce, and 
regardmg no restraints of place or season Like SheUej’-, 
some few years later, whose day she w ould have gloned to 
welcome, she looked upon her principles, not only as con- 
ferring rights, hut also as imposing duties of active proselytism 
From this feature in her character it was that my mother 
foresaw an instant evil, winch she urged Miss 'Wesley to piess 
earnestly on her attention — viz , the mevitable alienation of 
all her female friends In many parts of the Continent (but 
too much we are all m the habit of calling by the wide name 
of “the Continent” France, Germany, Switzerland, and 
Belgium), my mother was aware that the most flagrant 
proclamation of infidehtj* would not stand in the way of a 
womtin’s far oiuable reception into society But in England 
at that time this was far otherwise A display such as Mrs 
Lee habitually forced upon people’s attention woidd at once 
have tlie effect of bamshmg from her house aU women of 
respectabihty She would bo thrown upon the society of 
fjien — bold and reckless, such as either agieed with herself, 
or, being careless on the whole subject of religion, pretended 
to do so Her income, though diminished now by the 
partition with Mi Lee, was still above a Uious.md per annum , 
which, though trivial for any purpose of display in a place 
so costly as London, wus stiU important enough to gather 
round her unprmcipled adventurers, some of whom might be 
noble enough to obey no attraction but that which lay in her 
marble beauty, in heT Athenian grace and doquence, and the 
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^\ild iropassrioned nature of her accomplishments, hy her 
nctmg, hei dancmg, her com creation, liei* musical improvisa- 
tions, she was qualified to attract flic most intellectual men , 
hut baser attractions uould exist for baser men , and mj 
mother urged Miss Wcslcv, as one whom Sirs, Lee admitted 
to her confidence, above all things to act upon her pride hi 
foreuaming lier that such men, in the midst of hp homage 
to her charms, would be sure to betraj its hollowness by ' 
dcchning to let their wives and daughters nsit her Plead 
wliat excuses they would, Mrs Lee might lely upon il^ that, 
the true ground for this insulting absence of female MSilora 
would be found to lie in her profession of infidelity This 
alienation of female society would, it was clear, be preciintated 
cnonnousli by Mrs Lee’s frankness A result that might, , 
by a dissembling policj , hai e been dclaj ed indefinitely would 
now be hurried forward to an immediate crisis. And in this 
result went to wreck the very best part of lilrs Lee’s securities 
against rum _ 

It IS scaicclj necessary to sav that all the oi il follow cd 
which had been predicted, and through the channels which 
had been predicted Some time was required on so vast a 
ctage as London to publish the fact of Mrs Lee’s free-think- 
ing , that IS, to publish it as a matter of systematic purpose 
Many persons had at first made a liberal allowance for her, 
as tempted by some momentary impulse into opinions that 
she had not sufficientlj' considered, and might forget as hastily" 
as she had adopted them But no sooner was it made known 
as a settled fact that she had deliberately dedicated her 
energies to the interests of an antichnstian system, and that 
she hated Christianity, than the whole body of her friends 
AYithin the pale of social respectability fell away from her, 
and forsook her house To them, succeeded a clique of male 
visitors, some of whom were doubtfully respectable, and 
others (like Mr Frend, memorable for his expulsion from 
Cambridge on account of his public hostility to Trimtan 
amsm) were distinguished by a tone of intemperate defiance 
to the spirit of Enghsh society Tlirown upon such a circle, 
and emancipated from all that temper of reserve winch would 
have been impressed upon her by habitual anxiety for the 
good opimon of virtuous and high -principled women, the 
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poor kdy was tempted into an elopement nith tno dissolute 
brothers , foi u hat ultimate puipose on eitliei side u as never 
made dear to the pubbe Why a lady diould elope fi-om 
her oun house, and the piotection of her own seivants, under 
whateiei impulse, seemed geneiallj unmtelbgible But 
apparently it uas piecisdy this piotection fioni hei ovm 
senwnls which jiresented itself to the biothers in the light of 
an obsUicle to thou objects What these objects might ulti- 
mately be, I do not entirely know , and I do not fed myself 
authorised, by anything uhich of iiij omi knowledge I 
know, to load either of them uitli mercenaiy imputations 
One of them (the yoimger) uas, or fancied himself, in lo\o 
■nith l^Ixs Lee It uaa impossible foi him to marry her, 
and possibly he may liaie fancied that in some lustic retire- 
ment, uhere the parties uere unknown, it would be easier 
than m London to appease the lad} ’s soinples m respect to 
' the sole mode of connection which the lav left open to them 
The frailt}’- of tlie u ill in Mrs Lee was as manifest in this 
stage of the case as subsequently, when she allowed herself 
to bo overdamoured by Mr Lee and his friends into a capital 
Xnosecution of the brothers After she had once alloived her- 
self to be put into a post-chaise, she iias perauaded to bebeve 
(and such was her ignorance of Engbsh society that possibly 
she did bebeve) hersdf through the rest of tlie journey liable 
at any moment to summary coeicion in the case pf attempting 
any resistance The biotheis and hei-self left London in the 
evening Consequently, it was long after midmght when the 
party halted at a town in Gloucestershire, two stages beyond 
Oxford 1 The younger gentleman then persuaded her, but 
(as she alleged) under the impression on her part that resist- 
ance was unavailmg, and that the mjury to her reputation 
was by this time incparable, to allow of his coming to her 

^ The elopement or abduction Mas on Sunday, 15tb January 1804 
The two brothers had been dining miOi her that day in her lionso in 
Bolton Eow, Piccadilly, and, after much waging of the younger 
brother’s suit, — ^the elder biother, howeaer, the more vehement in 

urging it, ^tliey had succeeded in gettmg her uito a post-chaise and 

dnvmg off Mith her They took file Uxbridge road, and halted at 
Tetsworth, about twolvo miles from Oxford, between one and two 
o’clock m the morning There had been no special outcry or disturb 
nnco on the naj — M 
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bcdioom Tins was peiliaps not entirely a fraudulent lepre- 
sentation in Mra Lee. The wliole circumstances of the case 
made it clear that, wtli any decided opening for deliverance, 
she would have caught at it , and prohahly n ould again, from 
uaveiing of mind, have dallied ivilh the danger 

Perhaps at this point, having already in this last para- 
graph shot ahead by some nine yeara of the penod nhcn 
she visited Greenhay, allowing myself this license in order 
to connect my mother’s uaining through Miss Wesley with 
the practical sequel of the case, it may be as w'ell for me to 
pursue the arrears of the story down to its final incident ‘ 
In 1804, at the Lent Assizes for the County of Ovford, she 

appeared as principal wutness against two biotliers, L 1 

G n, and L n G ^n,^ on a capit.il chaige of having 

forcibly earned her olf from her own house in London, and, 
afterw'ards of hanng, at some place in Gloucestershire, by 
collusion with each other and by terror, enabled one of the 
brothers to offer the last violence to her peison The cir-^ 
cumstantial accounts published at the time by the news- 
papers were of a nature to conciliate the public sympathy 
altogether to the pnsoners , and the general belief accorded 
With what was, no doubt, the truth — ^that the lady had been 
driven into a false accusation by the overpowering remon- 
strances of her fnends, joined, in this instance, by her 
husband, all of whom were wilhng to believe, or wiUing to 
have It believed by the public, that advantage bad been 
taken of her little acquaintance with English usages I was 

^ No need for the blmts now The brotlieis were the Rev Lock 
hart Gordon and Mr Louden Gordon, sons of a deceased Hon Loclv 
hart Gordon, who w ns a scion of tho Scottish liouso of Aboyne, and had 
been Judge Advoc.atc General of Bengal Tho two brothers, the 
elder twenty eight years of ago at the tune of the tnal, and the 
jounger twenty-four, had known Miss Bashwood in her girlhood when- 
sho boarded with their mother in Kensington, and had renewed 
acquaintance with her in 1803, when the elder, now a clergyman, 
separated from his wife, was residing in Alsop’s Buildings, New 
Road, and the jounger, just retunied from some stay in tho West 
Indies, was living with him The circumstances of ^ss Bashwood, 
and the amount of her moans, were well known to both , and, as both 
wore in straits for money, — tho jounger more particularly, — ^there was 
perhaps a motive for tho kind of alliance with her wluch was 
sought — M ' ‘ 
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nt till It ill The ro\Ut wnp oponed at oiglit o’clock 
5n lii*‘ mowuiiu; nnrl ^»ch ttn-s the inteiost iri the case, 
lint T iQob, (onip*>-i<l cintfl\ of gowinmen, hciiegul the 
fhtijr^ for M.inc iiino iM'for* the moment of n<liin<;.4ion On 
thi-i c’ ■ii-iott, liy the \\a}, I A\ifiic--c<l a iviimikable illustia- 
tson of ’ht pn '’oiiud obuliciue whtth I'nghshnicn, tinder all 
ciVum-’fiim i.?, ]*i\ ti> the hw The constables, for what 
rcft'-en I do not know, were wrj numeron>i, and \oiy \ioIcnf 
Such of .n happciud to hate gone m our acadoniic drees 
h'sl our fijiadied in two b\ tliu constaliles’ t-Uivc« , uhy, 
Jt nnfht be dithcult for the oftaers to eaj, ns none of us uere 
niiknij; any tumult, nor had am moti\u for doing so, imlet'S 
le, ttar <><■ riMlntion Itfanj of tlieet conetables were baigo- 
I’leii or petit tradesmen, who in their ev-olhciil character 
hi’d often been engaged in rows with nndcrgmdimtes, and 
imnlh had hid the worst of it At juesent, in the ser\icc 
of Ihe blindfold goddess, these eqmlahle men wcic no doubt 
, til'ing out thur ^engt^uce foi past fasours But, uiuloi all 
this wanton (it^pla) of violence, the gownsmen practised the 
wsenist forlKnraiice Tlie pressure from behnul nmdo it 
imiKjsstblc to forbear pressing ahead , crashed, } on w ere 
obliged to crusli , but, beyond that, there was no mo\cmont 
or gesture on our part to gi\e any colourable wniiaut to the 
bnitalitj of the oflicera For ncailj a whole houi, I siw tins 
ctjiresision of rcicicnce to the law tiiumphant ovei all ino- 
•voA'itioiis It ma> he picsumcd that, to juonipt so much 
crow'ding, there must ha\e been some coinincnsiuate interest 
'n»oic was fco, hut that inteicst was not at all m Sirs Lee 
She was entirely unknow'n, and o\en by rejmtation or 
rumour, from so vast a wilduness ns Loiuloii, neither her 
beauty nor her iiitcllcctiinl pietensions had tiavellcd down 
to Oxford Po’^sibly, in each section of 300 men, there 
might be one mdixidunl wdioiii accident lind brought ac- 
«piaiiited, ns it had myself, with her extraordinary endow'- 
uient* Bnfc the general and atadoimo inleiesfc belonged 
txeltisn cly to the accused. TJiey w'oro both Ovoniniis, one 
belonging to Unnersity College, and the other, perhaps, to 
JJalJioI * and, as they had severally taken the degree of AB, 
which implies a residence of «< least three years, they xiere 
pretty extciisix’ely kiiowii. But, known or not known 
'\or. I 
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personallj, m viitue oi the espnt de corps, the accused parties 
would have benefited m anj' case by a general 'brotheilj’ 
interest Over and above which, there ivas in this case the 
interest attadied to an almost unintelligible accusation A 
charge of personal violence, under the roof of a respectable 
English posting -house, occupied always by a responsible 
master and mistress, and within call at every moment of 
numerous servants — ^what could that mean? And again, 
when It became understood that this violence ivas alleged to 
have realised itself under a delusion, under a pie-occupation 
of the victim’s mind, that resistance to it was hopeless, how, 
and under what profound ignorance of English society, had 
such a pre-occupation been possible ? To the accused, and 
to the incomprehensible accusation, therefore, belonged the 
whole weight of the interest , and it was a very secondaiy 
interest, indeed, and purely as a reflex interest from the 
main one, which awaited the prosecutress And yet, tliongh '■ 
so little curiosity “awaited” her, it happened of necessity 
that, within a few moments after her fust coming forward ui 
- the witness-box, she had created a separate one for herself — 
first, through her impressive appearance , secondly, through 
the appalling coolness of her answers The tnal began, I 
thiiilr, about nine o’clock m the morning , and, as some time 
was spent on the examination of Mrs Lee’s servants, of 
postihons, ostlers, &c , in pursuing the traces of the aflrnr' 
fiom London to a place seven^’ miles north of London, it 
was probably about elei en in the forenoon before the prose- 
cutress was summoned My heart throbbed a little ns the 
court lulled suddenly into the deep stillness of expectation, 
when that summons was heard — Bachael Prances Antonina ' 
Dashw ood Lee ” resounded through all the passages , and 
immediately, in an adjoining anteroom, through which' she - 
was led by her attorney, for the purpose of evading the mob 
that surrounded the pubho approaches, we heard her advanc^ ’• 
ing steps Pitiable was the humiliation expressed by her 
carnage as she entered the ivitness-hox Pitiable was the 
change, the world of distance between this faltenng and, de- 
jected accuser, and that wild leopardess that had once worked 
her pleasure amongst the shecpfolds of Clinstianily, and had 
cuffed luy poor guardian so unreleu tmgty, 'nght and loft,*. 
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front and rear, when he attemjjtecl the feeblest of defences 
Ho\ve\er, she wras not long exposed to the seaiching gaze of 
the court,’ and the trj ing embarrassiilcnts of hex situation. 
A single q^uestion hi ought the whole investigation to a close 
Ml'S Lee had been sworn After a few questions, she was 
suddenly asked by the counsel for the defence whether she 
believed in the Christian religion* Hei aiisw’er was brief 
and peremptory, without distinction or circumlocution — Ko 
Or, perhaps, not in God ? A^in she replied. No , and 
again her answci was prompt and sans phase. Upon this 
the judge declared that he could not permit the Inal to 
proceed Tlie jury had heard w'hat the witness said 
she only could give evidence upon the capital part of the 
clmigc , and she had openlj’’ incapacitated herself before the 
whole court The jury instantly acquitted the prisoners^ 
In the course of the day I left my name at Mrs. Lee’s 
lodgings , but her servant assured me that she was too much 
agitated to see anybody till tJie evemng At the hour 
assigned I called again It was dusk, and a mob had 
assembled At the moment I came up to the door, a lady 
was issuing, muffled up, and m some measure disguised It 
was hirs. Lee At the corner of an adjacent street a post- 
chaise was drawn up Towards this, under the protection 
of the attorney who had managed her case, she made her 
w ay as eagerly as possible Before she could reach it, how- 
ever, she was detected , a savage howl was raised , and a 
rush made to seize her Fortunately, a body of gowmsmen 
. formed round her, so as to secure her from personal assault , 
they put her rapidly mto the carnage , and then, joining 
the mob in their hootings, sent off the horses at a gallop 
Such was the mode of her exit from Oxford ^ 

^ Subsequently to this painful colbsion with Mia Lee at 

* Do Qumcoy’s acconnt of tho tml corresponds closely -nith the 
extant reports elsewhere, save that it perhaps intensifies somewhat the 
terms of Mrs Lee's declaration of her Tinbolief At this point of her 
cross-evaminition, how ever, the case was certainly stopped — Mr Justice 
Laurence instructing the jury to find for tlie defenders, and at the 
same time intimating that there had been no snfiieient evidence of 
resistance on Mrs Leels part The clerical brother accoi'dingly left 
the bar, after a severe lecture from the judge , but the jonnger was 
detained on an action for debt — M 
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tlie Oxford Assizes, I heard uoilnng of her for manj jeans, 
excepting onljr this — that she -was icsiduig in the family of 
an English dei^’inan distinguished for his learning and 
piety Tins account gave great pleasuic to hiy molliti — 
not only as iinpljiiig some chance that Mrs. Lee, might he 
finally rcclaiincd froin her iinliappy opinions, hut also as a 
proof that, in suhmitting to a rustication so inoitifjing to a 
woman of lier hnlliant qualifications, she must ha\e fallen 
imder some influences more piomising for her zesjieoUibilitj 
and happiness than those nhich had siiiToundcd her in 
liondon Finally, we saw hy the puhbc journals that she 
had wiitten and published a book Tlic title I foigct, but 
by its subject it was connected with political or social philo- 
sophy ^ And one eminent testmionj to its merit I myself 
am able to allege — iiz, Wordsworth's Singular enough it 
seems, that he who read so vciy little of modem literature, 
in fact, next to nothing, should be the sole ciitic and le- 
porter whom I have happened to meet upon Mis. Lee’s woik 
But so it was accident had thrown the book in liis way 
during one of his annual visits to London, and a second time 
at Lowther Castle He paid to Mrs Lee a compliment 
which certainly he paid to no other of hei contemporaries — = 
VIZ , that of reading her book very nearly to tlie end , and be 
spoke of It repeatedly as distingmshed for a igour and ongin- 
ably of Ibonglit. 

^ A book called Jfemoiri o/J? F A Zee was published 

in London, witboat date, and was afterwards suppressed But it niaj 
be tti another book of hers that Be Qnincey refers liere — M 
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I AM INTKODUCLD TO TyU WAHFARL, OF A FUBMCLSCHOOIi ^ 

^4nrf /.wr-fi 

Four years after my fnthci’a death, it began to be peiceived 
that there rias no pm pose to be ausncied in any longei 
keeping np the costly establishment of Gieenhaj A hcad- 
gardenei, besides laboureis equal to at least tuo more, neie 
inquired for the giounds and gaidens And no motive 
existed any longer for being near to a gieat trading town, so 
long after the commercial connection ■with it had ceased 
Bath seemed, on all accounts, the natural station foi a peraon 
in my mother’s situation , and tlnthei, accordingly, she went 
T, who had been placed undei the tmtioii of one of mv 
guaidians, remained some time longei under his care. I w^as 
then transferred to Bath Dunng this inteiwal the sale of 
the house and giounds took iilace It inaj illustialc the 
subject of guardianship, and the ordinaiy execution of its 
duties, to mention the lesult The yeai was in itself a yeai 
of great depression, and eveiy w'ay unfavourable to such a 
transaction , and the paiticular night for ivhich the sale had 
been fixed turned out remaikably w et , yet no attempt w’as 
made to postpone it, and it proceeded Oiiginally tlie liouse 
and grounds had cost about ^6000 I have lieaid that only 
one oflei WTis made — viz., of £2500 Be that ns it may, for 
the sum of £2500 it ivas sold, and I haie been often 
assured that, by waiting a few years, four to six times that 
sum might have been obtamcd-with ease This is not im- 

’ llus clinptor, like the last, is an expansion of a portion of the 
autobiographical papoi in Tati's Magazine for February 1S34 — 
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probable, 'as Ibe house was Oicn out m Ibe countiy , but 
since then the town of Manchester lias gathered round it 
and enveloped it. Meantime, my guawlnms uerc all men of 
honour and integrity , but their hands were filled -uith their 
oun alTturs. One (my tutor) u ns a olcrgj man, lector of a 
church, and having lus pansh, Ins large familj', and three 
pupils to attend Ho was, besides, a veiy sedentary and 
indolent man, loving books — hating business Another u as 
a merchant A third uas a countiy rangistmte, oierladcn 
with oflicial business him we rarely saw IFinnlly, the 
fourth was a banker in a distant county, having more 
knowledge of the uorld, more energy, and more practical 
uusdom, than all the icst united, but too remote for intcrfci- 
ing effectually 

Keflccting upon the evils which befell me, and the gross 
mismanagement, under my guardians, of my small fortune, 
and that of my brothers and sisters, it has often occurred to 
me that so important an office, which, from the time of 
Demosthenes, has been iirovcrbially inal-administercd, ought 
to be put upon a new footing, plainly guarded by a few 
obvious piovisions As under the Homan laws, for a long 
penod, the guardian should be made responsible ui law, and 
should give security from the fiist for the due perfoimnnco 
of his dutiea But, to give him a motive for doing this, of 
course he must be paid With the new obligations and 
liabilities will commence commensurate emoluments K a 
child 18 made a ward in Chanceiy, its property is managed 
expensively, but always advantageously Some great change 
IS imperatii ely called foi no duty in the whole compass of 
human life being so scandalously neglected as this. 

•''...Jfn my tweUth year it was that fiist of all I entered upon 
thelirejia of a great public school — ^viz, the Grammar 
School ^ra'djath, over which at that time presided a most 

“Grammar '^ool” — By tlio woy, ts the grammar-schools of 
'1 are amongst her most eminent distinctions, and, uith siih 
*■0 the innninciwhlc ivrctches (gentlemen, T should say) that 
ad “ aiorse than^toad or osii,” have never been rivalled hj 
ding institutionfe-ujother lands, I may as Veil take this 
explaining the word grammar, which most people 
•'ten suppose a grammar school to mean a School 
mmar But this is not the true mcaiimg, and 
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acconiplit>lic<.l Etonian — lli (or Mas lie as yet Doctor?) 
Morgan If lie ivas not, I am sure lie ought to ha\ e been , 
anti, Milh the rendci’s concunencc, Mill therefore cicale him 
a doctor on the spot E\ciy man lias reason to rejoice 
mIio enjoys the advantage of a public tiaiiiiiig I condeiunecl, 
and do condemn, the piactice of sending out into such 
stormy exposures those m ho are as j et too young, too de- 
jiendent On female gentleness, and endoM ed m ith sensibilities 
oiighially loo exquisite for siidi a Mailare But at nine or 
ten the masculine enei-gies of the character are beginning to 
del eloj) themselves , or, if not, no discipline m ill better aid in 
their del elopment than the bracing intercourse of a great Eng- 
lish classical school Even the selfish aie Uictl foi*ccd into ac- 
commodating themselves to a pubhc standmd of geneiosity , 
and the cllcminatc into conforming to a rule of manliness 
I ivas mj^seK at tii o public schools, and I thmk ii ith grati- 
tude of the benefits ivhicli I reaped from both , as also I 
think Mitli giatitude of that guardian m ivhose quiet house- 
hold I lenincd Latin so effectually But the small jinvate 
schools, of M'hich I had oppoituiuties for gathcniig some 
brief expoiionce — schools containing tluity to forty boys — 
M’ere models of ignoble manners as regaided pait of the 

tends to calinnniate such schools, hy ignoring their highest functions 
Limiting h} a false limitation tho earliest object coutemiihtcd by such 
schools, tliey obtain a pi lusiblc pretext foi representing ill hej ond 
grammar os something extraneous and casual tint did not enter into 
the origmal oi normal conception of tho founders, and that nny~ 
therefore ha\e been duo to alien suggestion But now, when Sue- 
tonius WTites a little book beanng this title, “Do Illustriluis Gramma- 
ticis,” what does he mean ’ What is it that he promises ’ A memoir 
upon tho eminent gramvianwis of Rome ’ Not at all, hut a memoir 
upon the distinguished hterah of Rome Grainmatica does certainlj 
mean sometimes grammar , hut it is also the best Latin word for 
literature A grammahms is what the French express bj the word 
ItUcrateitr Wo unfortunately hnie no corresponding term in 
English a man of letters xs oiii awkwnid periphrasis in the singular 
(too apt, os om jesl-hooks remind ns, to suggest the postman) , whilst 
111 the plmal we resort to the Latin Avord hieiaU The school Ashich 
professes to teach gmmmatica professes, therefore, tho culture of 
htcratiirc in the Asidcst and most liberal extent, and is opposed 
genencally to schools for teaching mechanic arts , and, within its 
own sub-genvs of schools dedicated to liberal objects, is opposed to 
. schools for teaching niathenntic.s, or, more widolj, to schools for 
tuirhiug Science 
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juniors, and of faionnlistn. as xegaixlcd ilie masters ITo- 
uhere is the siiblimilj of public justice so broadly exempli- 
fied as in an English pubbe school on the old Edwatd the 
Sixth or Eh/abeth foimdation There is not in the imherse 
such an Aieopagus for fair play, and abhori'cnce of all 
ciooked Majs, ns an English mob, or one of the time- 
honoured English “ foundation ” schools But niy own first 
introduction to such an establishment uas under peculiar 
aud contradictorj circumstances When my “rating,” or- 
graduation in the school u as to be settled, naturally my alti- 
tude (to speak astronomicallj’) was taken bj my iiroficiencj 
in Greek But here I had no advantage over others of my 
age My guardian vvas a feeble Giccnn, and had not excited 
raj ambition , so that I could barely construe books as easy 
as the Greek Testament aud the Iliad This vvas coiiMdcrcd^ 
quite well enough for mj* age , but still it caused me to be 
placed under the care of Mr Wilkms, the second master out 
of four, and not under Dr Morgan luinself Within one 
month, however, my talent foi Latin verses, which had by 
this time gathered stiength and expansion, became known 
Suddenly I was honoured as never was man or boj since 
Mordccai the Jew Without any colourable relation to the 
doctor’s junsdiction, I was now weeklj' paraded for distrac- 
tion at tlie supreme tribunal of the school , out of which, 
at first, grew nothing but a sunshine of approbation delight- 
ful to my heait. Within siv weeks all this had changed 
The appiobation, indeed, continued, and the public expres- 
sion of it Neither would there, in the ordinary coui’Sc, 
have been anj’ painful reaction from jealousy or fretful resist- 
ance to the soundness of my pretensions , since it wus 
sufficiently known to such of my schoolfellows as stood on 
my own level in the school, that I, who had no male rela-' 
tives but militarj' men, and those in India, could’ not have 
benefited by any clandestine aid But, nnhappilj. Dr 
Morgan vvas at that time dissatisfied vnth some points in the 
pi ogress of his head class ^ , and, as it soon appeared, was 
continually throwing in their teeth the brilliancy of nfy 
verses at eleven or twdve, bj' compaiison with theirs at 

* '‘Class” or “form” — One hnows not how to make onu’s self 
uitclhgiblo, so dilfercnt are the terms locally 
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^'^nj T-»! . , )>*K c\\n iuiit'jf 1 lr»*l ol>«oivcJ him 

ms'-fti'ii V ^ l'» m% ‘''If. fliifl vn*? jHjplc'cni at Foemg 

th*'* },-■?«{■« ft‘’iJiiV)d h\ rliH'my Iik)},*? ami ivhni Kivndi 
nli n »tmn, m tti've jonng nan, whom lulur- 
illv I xiiWkI Msih fiwc as «n h'l'lom — Iwio Hint wiw 
'nUffl I’u’i. m< n tint won' u uhng Sophorhs (n iinnio 

fhil t‘«rn<iS with it tho HHiml of foijk thing <c«iphic to mj 
o.K fill who in\».r JitI \onth«afeil to w'n.'lo a \\or<l on 
'luh a dnhi a* iiU'-i.lf 'llic thn w ls eonip, howticr, when 
all wosil'l K dmngid Oiio of flu so loaders f 1 rotic up 
i>> iiu* »» iho pnhhr plai ground , and, dohiormga Mow on 
nij ho*5?d« ", w hioh W’l’i imt inh ndtd to hml ino, but as a 
in**!'' formula of inIriMhutinn, a'.kod nu*, “ What the deni I 
H’j hi Kdling out of the coiir-e, md annoynig other 
|rf\ipii‘ m tint m.mtui 7 WVii ‘«>liicr jK'oplo ' to ha\ o no 
r -t for me and iu\ whnh, after all, were hoiribl}' 

h-wl ?” There incjil hive been roine diflicuUy in ntiuning 
hn an wtr to thi^ audnv, Imt none w.u required I was 
hrji fly ndinouiehed in Fit tint I wrote wor?o foi the futmc, 
orch'‘*-'-~ At thib «/» 0 !>ifl/K<rM I looked iiiquiiingl} at the 
sjK tier, wl he filled up thi ehn«m 1>\ F.ijnig, that lie would 
**inmhil'it< me t’ould am pei-on fail to he .ighnsl at 
rneh a demand 7 I was to write worse than nij own •»taiid- 
nnl. s hicli, ]jy hn UKotint of im sersts, iiniFt he dillault , 
iit*d I Was to write wi>r«u thin Imii'-elf, whith might be un- 
pn-v 'bh*. ]\Jj feelings niollrd ngaimt fo lUiogant a dc- 
ti'iisd, wnbiM it had hteii farotheiwise expressed, if death 
oil the apot had awaited ino, I could not hale unit i oiled 
nij'-etf; and, on the next ocrasion for Bending up xciiica to 
the hoidirm-tor, to far from attending to the oidcrs jssned, I 
double bhot led my guns, double niiplaubc descended on 
nil self , but r remarked, with FOinc awe, though not lepent- 
ing of wimt 1 had done, that double confusion kcciiicd to 
agitate the ranks of mx eiif mica. Amongst tliem, loomed out 
in the distance my " aninliilaf mg " friend, wlio shook Ins 
huge fist at mt, hut with something like a grim smile nhout 
hw cj cs. He took an early oppoitumty of paying Ins icspeola 
to nu again, Faying, “ You little devil, do you call this wTitnig 
xour worst?” — “No,” I replied, "I call it xvnfuig my 
best ” TliiJ annihikiloi, ,is it turned out> was icnlly a 
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good-natured joung man , but he was on the AMiig for Cam- ‘ 
bridge , and ^vith the rest, or some of them, I continued to 
wage Avai for more than a year And jet, for a word spoken * 
uith kindness, how readily I would have resigned (had it 
been altogether at my own choice to do so) the iieacook’s^ 
feather in my cap as the merest of baubles Undoubtedly, 
praise sounded sweet in my ears also , but that, was nothmg 
by comparison mth what stood on the other side. I detested 
distinctions that were connected mth mortification to others , 
and, e\en if I could have got over t/wi, the eternal feud 
fictted and tormented my nature Love, that once in child- 
hood had been so mere a necessity to me, that had long been 
a reflected ray from a departed sunset But peace, and 
freedom from strife, if love were no longer possible (as so 
larely it is in this world), was the clamorous necessity of my 
nature. To contend with somebody was still my fate , how 
to escape the contention I could not see , and yet, for itself, 
and lor the deadly passions into which it forced me, I hated 
and loathed it more than death It added to the distrac- 
tion and internal feud of my mind, that I could not altogether 
condemn the upper boys I was made a handle of humiliar 
tion to them And, in the meantime, if I had an unde- 
niable advantage in one solitary accomphshmentj which is 
still a matter of accident, or sometimes of peculiar direction 
given to the taste, they, on the other hand, had a great ad- 
vantage over me in the more elaborate difiiculties of Greek, 
and of choral Greek poetiy I could not altogether wonder 
at their hatred of myself Yet still, as they had chosen to 
adopt this mode of conflict with me, I did not feel, that I 
had any choice but to resist The contest was terminated 
for me by mj' removal from the school, in consequence of 
a leiy threatening illness affecting my head, but it lasted 
more than a year, and it ebd not close before several niiong 
my xiublic enemies had become my piivate fiicnds Tliey 
were inutli oldei, but they invited me to the houses of their 
fi tends, .ind showed me a respect which aflcctcd me — this 
respect having more reference, appaieiitlj’-, to the firmness I 
had exhibited, than to any splendour in my verses And, 
indeed, these had rather drooped, from a natural accident , 
seieinl persons of inj'’ own class had foiincd the practice of 
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asking me to nnte vers^ for Ihm I could not wfusc. 
But, as tlie suBiects given out were tlic same for Uic entire 
class, it W'as not possible to take so inanj crops oil llie ground, 
nitliout staiving the quality of all 

(The most mleresting public eicnt winch, during my stay 
at this Bcliool, at all connected itself with Bath, and, indeed, 
-watli the school itself, was the sudden escape of Sir Sidney 
Smith from the pnson of the Temiile m Pans. The mode 
of his escape was as striking as its time was cntical Having 
accidentally thrown a ball beyond the prison hoimds in 
playing at tennis, or some such game, Sir Sidney was sur- 
^iiBcd to observe that the ball thrown hack was not the same 
Portuiiately, he had the piesence of mind to dissemble his 
sudden suipnse. He retired, evamined the ball, found it 
stuffed wiUi letters , and, m the same way, he subsequently 
conducted a long correspondence, and arranged the whole 
circumstances of his escape , w'hicli, remarkably enough, was 
accomplished exactly eight days before the sailing of Napoleon 
W’lth the Egi-ptian expedition , so that Sir Sidney was just m 
tune to confront, and utterly to defeat, Napoleon in thchreadi 
of Acre But for Sii Sidney, Bonapaite would have oveirun 
Syria, that is certain. What would have followed from that 
event is a far moie obscure problem 

Sir Sidney Smith, I must explain to leaders of this 
generation, and Sir Edward PeUew (afterwards Lord 
Exmonth), figured as the two ^ Paladins of the first war with 
revolutionary Erance Rarely were these two names men- 
tioned but in connection with some splendid, prosperous 
and unequal contest Hence the whole nation w’as saddened < 
- by the accoimt of Sir Sidney’s capture , and this must be 
understood, in order to make the joy of his sudden return 
peifectly intelligible Not even a rumour of Sir Sidney’s 
escape had or could have run before him, for, at the 
moment of reaching the coast of England, he had started 

^ To them in tlio next stngo of tlio war siiccccdcd Sir Mielmel Sej- 
inour, and Lord Goohrane (iho i>rcscnt earl of Dtmdonald), and Lord 
Oamclford Tlio two last wero the regular fire-eaters of the daj* Sir 
Horatio Nelson, being already an admiral, was no longer looked to for 
insulated exploits of brilliant adaonturo , Ins name was now connected 
with larger nnd combined attacks, less dasliing and adventurous, 
because including bcavicr responsibilities 
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;vini ijosl-hoiPfS io Ilailj It was aljoul dusk wlisn he 
ayrned, the pnslihoiifi wore diiettcd to tht- Ftjimru in 
which lus mother Used , m r few immtles ho was in hia 
mothci’s urns, nnA in fifty minutes mote the ncivs Lad' 
flown to the icniotest ruburh of the cifj Ihe aj;if«tion of 
Bath on this oecasion was imle'crihalde All the Itoojis of 
the line then quartered m that citj, and a whole rejjimuil 
of loluiiloirs, umnodiuttly f»ot under amis, and inarched to 
the quaitcr in winch .Sii Sidiie3 Ined The small jquarc 
overflow td with the soldier} , Sii bulne} went out, and was 
immidintih lost to us, who were watching for him, in 
the clo'-mg lanks of the troops Neat momnig, howeier, 
I, in} }oiingir brother, and a schoolfellow of my own Age, 
called formall} upon the na\al hi.ro ir/n(, I know not, 
unless as almnnt of the school at which Sir Sidno} Snnlh 
had iLcoiicd his own education We were nclinilled inlhout 
question or demur , and I nia} leconl it ns an amiable trail 
m Sn Sidne}, that he ixceivcd us then with great kindness, 
and took us dow n w ith him to the pump-room Consulering) 
howcier, that we must lm\o hcen most nfDictmg bores to Sir 
Sidiic} — a fact which no self-esteem could cicn then disguise 
from us — it pu7/led mo at firel to understand the principle 
of Ills conduct ITaviiig nlread} done more than enough in 
courteous ackiiow kdginent of oui fraternal cloinis ns fellow- 
students at the Bath Giamiiuir School, win should he think 
it necess.ir} to burden himself fmlhei with oui worshipful- 
bociety 1 I found out the secret, and w ill cxiilain lU A 
lory slight attention to Sir Sidney’s deporlinont in public 
revealed to me that he was inorhully afiheted willi ntnous 
sensihiht}, and wath viamaise hmxie lie that had faced so 
cheerfully crowds of hostile and throat cmng e}es, could not 
supiio: t ivithout trepidation those gentle e} cs, beaming wath 
gracious admiration, of Ins fair }oung countiywoinfcn By 
accident, at that moment Sii Sidnc} had no acquaintances in 
Bath,^ a fact which is not at all to he wondered at Living 
so much abroad and at sea, an English s.ailoi, of whaleTcr 
rank, has few oppoitnnities for nialnng friends at home 

' Lord Camclford was, I bchcie, lus flist coiihin , Sir Sidney's 
nioUior and L idy Camolfoid being sisters But Lord Coinolford was 
then absent from Bath 
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Ahd ji'L A\as a neccsiitv tint Sir Sidney sliould giahfj 
the pnhlic interest, so 'waniilj evpiessed, hi jiresentuig Iimi- 
celf "omowhore or other lo the piihlic c}e But hon tiying 
a str\ice t« the ino«t praaistd mid otJicnii&e most callous 
\otorui on such an occasion — that he should step fox ward, 
^.u ing in pfTcct — “ So j on are wanting to sec me , well, then, 
here I am ; come and look at me'” Put it into what 
language j on plc.iso, Mich a summons w as w i it leu on .ill faces, 
and counlersigncd hy liis w ors-liip the ma3'or, w ho began to 
whisper insinuations of riots if Sir Sidiicj did not comply 
Yet, if he did, inciitabl} his own act of obedience to the 
public pleasure took the shape of an ostcntaboiis self-parading 
under the consti action of those niimeioiis persons who knew 
nothing of the public importimitj’, or of Sii Sidiiej’s un- 
affected and even morbid reluctance to ohtiudc himself upon 
the public eye The thing was nnavoidablc , and the sole 
palliation that it admitted x\as, to bxeak the concentration 
of the public garc, b\ associating Sir Sidiiej* w ith some alien 
group, no m.altei of what cattle Such a group would relieve 
both p irties — ^gaver mid gavee — from loo distressing a con- 
sciousness of the little business on which thej’ had met 
We, the schoolhojs, being three, mteiceptcd and absoibed 
jxart of the ciitmj ’s fire , and, by fumislnng Sir Sidney ivitli 
real bona fide mattar of conversation, we released him fioni 
the most distressing part of his suffenngs — n/S., the passive 
and. silent acquiescence m his own apotheosis — holding a 
lighted candle, as it w’ere, lo the gloiificalion of his own 
shrine 'With our help, ho weathered the storm of homage 
silently ascending And we, in fact, whilst seeming to our- 
selves loo undeniably a tnacl of bores, turned out the most 
serviceable allies that Sir Sidney ever had hy Land or sea, 
lintil several moons later, when ho formed the mvalu.able 
acqumnt<ance of the Sjnan “butchei” — viz, Dje 77 .ai, the 
pacha of Acre I record this bttlc trmt of Sii Sidnej^’s 
constitutional tempemment, and the litUo seince through 
' which I and mj two comrades coiitiabiited inatenallj' lo liis 
lelief, as an illustration of that infirmity winch besieges the 
nervous system of our nation It is a sensitiveness wdiich 
sometimes amounts lo lunacy, and sometimes oven tempts to 
suicide It 18 a mistake, however, to suppose this moibid 
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affection nnlcnoivn to Frenclunen, or unknown to men of tlie 
world I have myself knowm it to exist m both, and particu- 
larly m a man that might be said to live in the street, such 
was the American publicity which ciicumstances threw 
around his hfe , and so far were his habits of life removed 
from resell e, or from any piedisjiosition to gloom And at 
this moment I recall a remarkable illustration of w’hat I am 
8a)nng, communicated by IVordsw orth’s acconiphshcd friend, 
Sir George Beaumont To Jnm I had been sketching the 
distressing sensitiveness of Sir Sidney pretty much as I 
have sketched it to the reader , and how he, the man that* 
on the bleach at Acre valued not the eye of Jew, Chnstiaii, 
or Turk, shrank back — me ipso ieste — from the gentle, 
though eager — from the adminng, yet affectionate — glances 
of three very yomig ladies, in Gay Street, Bath, the oldest (I 
should say) not more than seienteen. Upon w'hich Sir 
George mentioned, as a pandlel expenence of his owm, that 
Mr Canning, being ceremomously introduced to himself (Sir 
George), about the time when he had reached the mcndian 
of his fame as an orator, and should therefore have become 
hlasd to the extremity of being absolutely scared and case- 
hardened against all impressions whatever appealing to his 
vanity or egotism, did absolutely {crcdite posten ' ) blush like 
any roseate girl of fifteen And that this was no accident 
growing out of a momentary agitation, no sudden spasmodic 
pang, anomalous and transitory, appeared from other con- 
current anecdotes of Canning, reported by gentlemen from 
Liverpool, who described to us most graphically and pictur- 
esquely the wayward fitfulness (not coquettish or wilful, but 
nervously overmastering, and most unaffectedly distressing) 
which besieged this great artist m oratory, as the time 
approached — ^was coming — was going, at which the private 
signal should have been shown for proposing his health 
Mr P (who had been, I think, the mayor on the particular 
occasion indicated) desenbed the restlessness of lus manner, 
how he rose, and retired for half-a-mmnte into a little 
parlour behind the chairman’s seat , then came back , then 
whispered, Not yet, I leseecli you, I cannot face them, yet, then' 
sipped a little water, then moved uneasily on his chaii, say- 
ing, One moment, if you please, stop, stop, don’t hurry. 



WARF\RTj of A_PUBIjTC school 159 

one momenU and 1 shall he ly) io the mmk, m sliort, 
fighting ^AVith the nece‘«ity ol hiking final plunge, Idee 
one who lingers on the.scaflold 
" Sir Sidney ivas at that time slender and thin , having an 
appearance of emaciation, as though he had suffered hardships 
and dl-treatment , A\hich, however, I do not remember to 
have heard Meantime, hiS appearance, connected with his 
recent history, made him a very intcrestmg person to v\ omen ; 
and to this hour it remams a mystery with me nhy and 
how it came about that in eveiy distribution of honours Sir 
Sidney Smith was overlooked In the Mediterranean lie 
made many enemies, especially amongst those of his own 
profession, who used to speak of him as far too fine a gcntle- 
mian, and above his calling Certain it is, that he liked 
better to be domg business on sliore, as at Acre, although he 
commanded a fine 80-gim shij^ the Tiger But, howevei 
that may have been, his semces, whether classed as military 
or naval, were memorably splendid And, at that time, his 
connection, of whatsoev'er nature, with the late Queen 
Carohne had not occurred So that altogether, to me, his 
case is inexplicable 

From the Bath Grammar School I was removed in con- 
sequence of an accident, by which at first it was supposed 
Hiat uiy skull had been fiactured , and the surgeon who 
attended me at one tune talked of tiepanning^ This was an 
awful word but at present I doubt whether m reality any- 
thing very serious had happened In fact, I was alwajs 
under a nervous pamc for my head , and certainlj exag- 
gerated my internal feelings without meaning to do so, and 
this misled the medical attendants. During a long lUncss 
which succeeded, my mother, amongst other books past aU 
counting, read to me, in Hoole's translation, the whole of the 
“ Orlando Funoso ” , meaning by the vohole the entire tw entj - 

^ The cause of De Quince} ’s removal from Bath Grammar School is 
inorq distmctly aesenbed in a jmemle letter of his own at the time, 
dated 12th March 1779, and addressed to Ins sister Mary, then m 
Bristol From the letter (drst published m Mr Page’s Life of De 
Qmncey) it appears that one of the imder-masters of the school, ainim" 
^ a blow with his cane at the shoulder of another hoy for some imper- 
tinence, misled his aim, and hit De Qumcej on the head The con 
sequences, as De Qtiinccy goes on to say, w ere somevv hat serious — M 
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IT i»i‘o Hoole Im*! condensed the oriqmal 

uf Aiu'-to , end, from mj omi expcnence at that 
t‘ir<,T I'm di-ij/O to ihmlv lliat tin I'omelint'ii of tins 
4 «r nn k en ed\ oUa”.*, ft. rn not < ailing off the attention at 
'dl fo'm the miration to tin* narntor At this nme alw 1 
Sir 1 0^1*' tlu “ r ir idiec* L'\st ” , hut, oddirenongh, in the edition 
of B>nth , ihit gnnt T-n/)<t 5 io/)^n)'nj> (or p^nulo-roston r of' 
the tosil \t the do c of m\ ilinr* «, the head lun-tcr ealli'd 
tij j'l mv Kioth r, in uintpim with his son-m-laM, Jfr' 
^\iIV tn-», «■> did a I'l rtain Irish Coloind Uowe«, who Inti sona 
.it ih* S'liiMi! riiiin-'tiii" larne^th, in terms most flatttuiig 
to in\ 'If tint I nimht In. siilftnd to reiniim there, But it 
illvi tr.il* s ’111 nniihtr's iiiond au-Unti that she w.w f-^i<«-ktd 
at tu\ ht in«- < 'lujiliun nm to m\ ow n menls, and wan nlto- 
i.’Jor ili'tHih d at what donhtle'^-, these gtnllcmen cx]HLf<Kl 
1.1 » . TiMiini with inatmid pride. She dedinctl toht nit 
lo.itifiTi* althr Bith frilnnd , and I went toanotlier, at ll'inh* 
f.'ld, 111 thi Connti of WilU-, of winch the chief recoinmcn la- 
•uj 1 l‘i 111 th( rthgiou" Onimter of the master' 
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Yes*, at tins stage of my life — viz , m my fiftecntli year — 
and from tins sequestered school, ankle-deep I first stepped 
into the ivorld At Winkfield I had staid ahoiit a year, or 
not much more,® when I received a lettei from a young 
fnend of my own ago. Lord Westport,® the son of Lord 

^ Suhstnntiallj, like the last two chapters, an expansion of a portion 
of the autobiographical paper in TaiCs Magaane for Pobruarj 1834, the 
first of the senes of Do Quincey’s autobiographical papers in that 
periodical Wliat witli the aiailablo collatcml matter he found in 
BlacktEood and in Hogg's Instructor, ho had not advanced }et beyond 
this fiist autobiographical article m Tait — M 

® Although Do Quincey passes over tins 3 ear at Winkfield School 
rather lightly, both hero and in Ins Confessions, it is not an uiiinterest* 
ing 3 car in his biography The teaching at Winkfield was far infenor 
to that at the Bath Grammar School , and Dc Qnincoy, who nas 
ahead of his fellow-pupils, did much as ho liked , but he irrote a great 
deal both 111 prose and in verso for a school magazine, called 27ic 
Observer, conducted by the hojs, with the assistance of Miss Spencer, 
the master’s daughter It nos during this 3 ear also, in Juno 1800, 
that he competed for pnzes ofibred by the propnetors of a periodical 
called T/ie Juvcmle Library tor the best translations of the 22d Ode of 
Horace, and obtained the third place in the competition, — the first prize 
going to Deigli Hunt, his senior by nearly a 3 ear, and then fresh from 
Christ’s Hospital School, where ho had been “ first deputy Grecian ” 
Mr Garnett, who has ropnnted Do Qninco3’s performance in a note to 
his recent edition of the Confessions of an Ojpium-Eaier, thinks De 
Quince3'’s version deserved tlio first place — M 

® My acquaintance with Lord Westport was of some 3 ears’ standuig 
My father, whose commercial intei'csts led him often to Ireland, had 
many friends there One of these was a country gentleman connected 
with the west , and at his house I first met Lord Westport 

VOIi I M 
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Altamont, inviting me to accompany lum to Ireland for the 
ensumg summer and autumn This invitation vras repeated 
by his tutor , and my mother, after some consideration, 
aUoived me to accept it 

In the spring of 1800, accordinglj, I went up to Etoii, 
for the purpose of joining my fnend Heie I several times 
visited the gardens of the Queen’s villa at Frogmoie , and, 
privileged by my young friend’s introduction, I had oppor- 
tunities of seeing and hearing the Queen and all the Prin- 
cesses , which at that time was a noi elty m my life, naturally 
a good deal prized Lord Westport’s mother had been, before 
her marriage. Lady Louisa Howe, daughter to the great 
admiral, Earl Hone, and intimately known to the Eoyal 
Family, who, on her account, took a continual and especial 
notice of her son ^ 

On one of these occasions I had the honour of a bnef in- 
tervieu with the Kmg Madame de Campan mentions, as an 
amusing incident in her early life, though terrific at the time, 
and overwhelming to her sense of shame, that not long after 
lici establishment at Yereailles, in the service of some one 
amongst the daughters of Louis XV, having as yet never 
seen the king, she was one day suddenly mtroduced to his 
particular notice, under the following circumstances — ^The 
time was moriimg , the joung lady was not fifteen ' her 
spirits were ns the spirits of a fawn in May , her tour of duty 
for the daj was eitliei not come, or was gone , and, finding 
herself alone in a spacious room, what more reasonable thing 
could she do than amuse herself with making cheeses, that is, 
whirling round, according to a fashion practised by young 
ladies both in France and England, and pirouetting until tlic 
petticoat IS inflated like a balloon, and then sinking into a 
curtsey Mademoiselle was very solemnly rising from onool 
these curtsejE, in the centieof her collapsing petticoats, when 
a slight noise alarmed her Jealous of intruding eyes, j el 

* Hero arc the gcncn]o,;icnl particnlars — John Denis Browne, 3tl 
Earl of Altamont in the Irish peerage, bom lltli Juno ITflC", mamctl 
],aily I/inisa Howe in Mai 1787 , and their eldest Eon,bomi8th Miq 
178S, was Howe-Peter Browne, staled Tisconnt Westport This wa‘ 
Do Qnmcey's -j onng fnend, tweb c years of age in the summer of 1 800 
while De Qninrrj was nearly fifteen — ->1. 
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not (Irorubng moie tlmu ^ servant at worst, she turned , and, 
oh heavens » A^hom should she behold hut his most Cluistian 
Jlajestj’ advancing upon hei, with a brilliant suite of gentle 
men, young and old, eq^nipped for the chase, who had been 
all silent spectators of hci pciformances I From the king to 
the last of the train, all bowed to her, and all laughed with- 
out restraint, ns they passed the ah'ishcd amateur of cheese- 
making But she, to speak Homeiically, wisliedin that hour 
that the earth might g.ipe and cover her confusion Loi-d 
Westport and I w ore about the age of mademoiselle, and not 
much more decoiously engaged, when a turn brought ns full 
in view of a royal party coming along one of the walks at 
Frogmoie We were, in fact, thcorisin" and piactically com- 
menting, on the art of tlirowing stones Boys has e a peculiar 
contempt for female attempts in that waj For, besides that 
guis fling wide of the mark, w'lth a certainty that might ha\ e 
Avon the applause of Galeiiiis,^ there is a peculiar sling and 
rotary motion of the arm in launching a stone, which no giil 
eier can attain From ancient practice, I was somewhat of 
a proficient m this art, and was discussing the philosophy of 
female failures, illustrating my doctrines with pebbles, ns the 
ease happened to demand, whilst Loid Westport was 
practising on the peculiar whirl of the wnst Avith a shillmg , 
Avhen snddenlj he turned the head of the coin toAvards me 
Anth a significant glance, and in a Ioat voice he muttered 
some words, of Avhich I caught “ Grace of God,” “ France ^ and 

^ “Sir,” said tliat Emperor to a soldier as ho had missed the target 
in snccessioa I know not how manj times (suppose sse sis fifteen), 
“1II0AV me to olTer mj congratulations on the truly admirable skill 
jon hase showoi in keeping clear of the mark Not to haso hit once 
ui so man} trials argues the most splendid talents for missing ” 

® France was at that time among the royal titles, the act for alter- 
ing the king’s st}le and title not hnring then passed As connected 
ssith this subject I may here mention a project (reported to hase been 
canvassed in council at the time when that alteration dtd take place) 
for changing the title from King to Emperor What then occurred 
strikingly illustrates the general character of the British polioj as to 
all external demonstrations of pomp and national pretension, and its 
strong opposition to that of France under corresponding circumstances 
The pnnciplo of esse quam iideri, and the carelessness about names 
sshen the thing is unaffected, generally speaking, must command praise 
ail'd respect Yet, considering hoA\ often the reputation of power be- 
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Ireland,” “ Dcfendei of ihc Fatihf and so forth ” This solemn 
recitation of the legend on the com ivas meant as a fanciful 
way of apprising me that the King was approaching, for 
Iiortl TVestport had himself lost somewhat of the aw'e natoral 

conics, for internationsl purpose’s, notlnng less than power itself, and 
that words, in many relations of human life, are emphatically things, 
md sometimes are so to the exclusion of the most absolute "things 
themselies— men of all qualities being often goaemedhy names — the 
policy of France seems the wiser tiz., se faire valoir, even at the 
price of ostentation But, at all events, no man is entitled to exercise 
that extreme candour, forbearance, and spirit of ready concession mi 
re aliena, and, above all, tn re pditica, which, on his own accoimt, 
might be altogether honourable The council might give away their 
own honours, bnt not jonrs and mine On a public (or at least on a 
Forttga) interest, it is the duty of a good citizen to he lofty, exacting, 
almost insolent And, on this principle, when the ancient style and 
title of the kingdom fdl under revision, if — as I do not deny — ^it was 
advLsable to retrench all obsolete pretensions as so many memonals of 
a greatness that m that particular manifestation was now extinct, and 
therefore, pro tanto, rather presumptions of weakness than of strength, 
as being mementoes of our losses yet, on the other hand, all counter- 
vailing claims which had since ansen, and had far more than 
equiponderated the declension in that one direction, should have been 
then adopted into the titular heraldry of the nation It was neither 
w ISO nor just to insult foreign nations vnth assumptions which no 
longer stood upon any basis of reality And on that ground France 
was, perhaps, rightly omitted But wlij, when the crown was thus 
remoulded, and its jeweller} unset, if this one pearl were to be sur- 
rendered as an oniaiiicnt no longer ours — ^whj, we may ask, were not 
the man} and gorgeous jewels, achieved b} the national wisdom and 
power in later times, adopted into the recomposed tiara 1 Ujicn what 
principle did the Romans, the wisest among the children of this world, 
leave so man} inscriptions, ns records of their power or their tnnmphs, 
upon columns, arches, temples, basthca;, or medals ? A national ac^ 
a solemn and deliberate act, dehvered to historj, is a more impensh- 
ablc monument than any made by hands and the title, as revised, 
which ought to have expressed a change in the domimon simpl} as to 
the mode and form of its expansion, now remains ns a false, base, 
abject confession of absolute contraction Once we had A, B, and C , 
now we have dwindled into A and B true, most unfaithful guardian 
of the national honours , we had lost C, and that you were careful to 
n member , but wo happened to gave gained D, E, F — and so down- 
wards to Z — all of wliicli duly you foigot. 

On this argument it was urged at the time, m high quarters, that 
the new re cast of the crown and sceptre should come out of the fur- 
nace rqpaUu improved, as much for what thev were aulhonsed to' 
claim, as for what they were compdled to disclaim And, as one 
mode of cTecting this, it was projip'cd that the King should become an 
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to a yoiiiig person m a first situation of tins nature, through 
Ins fiequent admissions to the rojal presence For iiiy own 
part, I Mas ns yet a stranger even to the King’s person I 
had, indeed, seen most or all the Princesses in the way I have 

Emperor Some, indeed, alleged that an Emperor, hy its very idea, as 
rcceiied in the Chancery o£ Europe, presupposes a King paramount 
over a assal or tributary kings But it is a sufficient ansM er to say, that 
^ an Emperor is apnnee uniting in his own person the thrones ofsoieral 
distinct Ivingdoms , and in effect we adopt thitiiew of the case in 
giving the title of imperial to the parliament, or common assembl}’' of 
the three kingdoms Howevei, the title of the prince uas a matter 
trivial in comparison of the title of his ditto, or evtent of jurisdiction 
This point admits of a striking illustration In the “ Paradise Re- 
gained,” Milton has giien us, in close succession, three matchless 
pictures of civil grandeur, ns exempbfied in three different modes by 
three" different states Aaaiiling himself of the brief scnptural notice — 
“The devil taheth him up into an evceeding high mountain, and 
showoth him all the langdoms of the uoild, and the glory of them ” — 
he causes to pass, as in a solemn pageant before us, the two military 
empires then co-emsting, of Partlua and Rome, and finall} (imder 
another idea of poetical greatness) the intellectual glories of Athens 
Prom the picture of the Roman grandeur I e\-tract, and beg the reader 
to weigh, the follouing hues — 

“Thence to the gates cast round thine eje, and see 
Wliat conflux issuing forth or entermg in 
Prsetopi, proconsuls, to their provinces 
Hasting, or on return m robes of state , 

Lictors and rods, the ensigns of their power , 

Legions and cohorts, tnrms of horse and wings , 

Or embassies from regions far remote, 

Inaarioushabits, on the Appian road, 

Or on the Emiliau, — some from farthest south, 

Sycne, and where the shadow both w ay falls, 

Meioe, Nilotic isle, and, more to west. 

The realm of Bocchus to the Blackmoor Sea , 

From India and the Golden Chersonese, 

And utmost Indian isle, Taprobane, 

Dusk faces with white silken turbants wa-eathed , 

From Gallia, Gades, and the British West , 

Germans, and Scythians, and Sarinatmns north 
Bej ond Danubius to the Taiiric jifol ” 

With this superb pictuie, or abstraction of the Roman pomps and 
power, when ascending to tlioir utmost altitude, confront the following 
representatiie sketch of a great English leiee on some high solemnitj, 
suppose the king’s birth day — “ Amongst the presentations to his ma- 
jesty, we' noticed Lord 0 S , the Governor-General of India, on his de- 
parture for Bengal , Mr. U. Z , with an adilrcss fiom the Upper and 
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mnilione*! above , and ficcasionally, in the streets of Windsor, 
the sudden disa|»])earance of all hats from all heads had ad- 
niomshed me that some royal personage ox othei was then 
tnncT'ing (or, if not tra%ci‘Sing, was crossing) the street j Tint' 

IjOv er C'jn'idnc , S r I* V , on Lii appointment ns cominnndcr of tlio 

For IS in iSora ^otn , Central Sir , on Ins return from the Bur 

wejc wnr ['the Colden flicr-oncse ’] , the Commander in Glncf of Ihe 
Mcaitcmntnn Fltet , Mr B Z , on Ins appointment to the dnef- 
JnsiicMhip nt Madras , Sir R G , the late Attomej'-General at the 
f ape of Good Uope , Gtncml Y X , on taking leave for the Govenior- 
■olnp of Ceylon [‘the ntinoit Indian isle, 'laprohane’j , Lord F M , 
till !•{ irer of the last despatches from hend quarters in Spam , Col P , 
on goiiig out as Cnjitnin General of the Forces m New Ilollaud , Com 
ino'io’n! 'Mt L, on his rctuni from a \ os age of discos cry towards the 
North Pole , the King of Owlnhec, nttended by chicfLaiiis from the 
other islands of that cluster , Col M‘P, on his return from the war iti 
Vsli-nt' i, iiivon which oounsion the gallant colonel presented the treaty 

Hid tribute from that counlrj , Admiral , on his appointment to 

the Baltic fleet , Captain 0 N , with despatches from the Red Sea, 
a iilsinit the duitruclion of the piratical armament and settlements in 
that quarter, as also m the Persian Gulf , Sir T O’N , the late resident 
in Ncpaul, to present his report of the war in that tomtOTs, and in ad 
jaaat n^noti'' — names as sU unknown in Kuropc , the Gotoriiorof the 
Ltvwanl Mand«, on dt parting for the West Indies , vnnous depute 
tion«, with petitions, addresses, As , from islands in remote quarters 
rtf the glol>e, amongst wliwh tc distinguished tlioso from Pnnee 
t^biaid Bland in the Gulf of SU LawTcnce, from the Mannluis, from 
inia, from the Briti li settlement m Terra del Fuego, from the 
< hr stia 1 Chiirehrs in the Society, rntmlly, and Sandwich Islands 
vs • ,11 81 ollitr groups hss kno'vn m the South Seas , Admiral IT A , 
o i flu CO mnand of the Clrnnel Hoot , Major-Gcn X L , on 

ic'igi'irg the Ln-ul CoMmvrship of Gibraltar, lion G F , on going 
, I* asSc-rifarj to the Ooiernnrof Malta,’ Ac ■“ 

Ihis s' ,,th, too linstil} inadt- np. Is founded upon a base of a atr) 
few y, -fs — I r , Wt base, in one or t so instances, placed in juxtaposi- 
ti 'r., a» CO ijcut, , a-* events separated bs a few juirfi. But, if {like 
'5,1* jii « pj lure of Ihe itai ,an it dear) the al slraUion had been mailo 
fri. e, e ’ a*e cf Ftir* v s car, la ext* nt, and had there liecn added to the 
j “Ir”"' fa '■•'ihiig to 1 w prscf lint) the innnv and remote ombassjeu to 
a 1 fp'i II li p a bat strti's li nil quarters of the carlli, with how 
r ' iV J 'le gT’ ops tvigl I (his •pe-l.aclc hase been opowded and 
• la’iv , f th , c aril , f-ll i ill in that most picturesque dchnwitl'm — 
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eithei Ins majesty had nev'er been of the paity, oi, from dis- 
tance, I had failed to distinguish him Now, foi the fiist 
time, I was meeting him neailj face to face , foi, though the 
nalk lie occnpied nas not that in 11111011 the royal party 
Here moving, it inn so near 1^ and was connected by so many 
cross-wallcs at short intervals, that it i\as a matter of neces- 
sity for ns, as we 11 ere now observed, to go and present our- 
selves. T^iat liappened was pi:etty nearly as follows — 
The King, having first spoken with great kindness to my com- 
pamon, ingniring cucumstantially about his mother and 
grandmother, as persons particularly well knoii n to himself, 
then toned his eye upon me My name, it seems, had been 
communicated to him , he did not, theiefore, inqmre about 
that. Was I of Eton ? this was his fiist question I replied 
that I was not, but hoped I should be. Had I a father 
Imng ? I had not my father had been dead about eight 
3 ears “But you have a niothei?’ I had “And she 
thinks of sending yon to Eton ?” I answeicd that she had. 
expressed such an intention in my hearing , but I was not 
sure whether that might not be in order to waive an argu- 
ment with the person to whom she spoke, who happened to 
have been an Etonian “ Oh, but ail peojile think highly of 
Eton , ever} body praises Eton Tour mother does right to 
inquiic , tlierq can be no haim m that , but the more she 
inquires, the more she wall be satisfied — that I can answer 
foi ” 

Next came a question wluch had been suggested by my 
name. Had my family come into England with the Hugue- 
nots at the Eevocation of the Edict of Nantz ? This was a 
tender point with me of aU things, I could not endure to be 
supposed of Erench descent, yet it was a vexation I had 
constantly to face, as most people supposed that m}' name 

should have been adapted at the revision of the old title, and should 
} ct be adapted 

Apropos of the proposed change in the King’s title Coleridge, on 
being assured that the new title of the King was to be Emperor of the 
British Islands and "their Dependencies, and on the com Imperator 
JJntanntariim, remarked,* that, in this re-manufactured form, the title 
might bo said to bo japanned aUuding to this fact, — that, amongst 1 11- 
5«far soiereigns, the onlj one knoun to Christian diplomacj bj the 
title of Emperor is the sovereign of Japan 
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argiicd a Frtiicli ongui , wlieieas a Ifornian origin argneJ 
pretty certainly an origin not Frencli , I replied, mtli some 
iiaslc, " Please j onr majesty, llie family has been in England 
since tlie Conquest" It is piobablc that I coloured, or 
"dioM ed some mark of discomposure, ivitli wliicli, bon c\ er, 
the King nas not displeased, for be smiled, and said, “How 
do } ou know that ? " Here I was at a loss for a moment 
bon to answer, for I was sensible tbat it did not become me 


to occupy the King’s attention w'ltb any long stories or 
tnditions about a subject so iimmportant as my own family , 
and jet it nos necessaij that I should say sometbing, unless 
I would be thought to lia\e dctiicd my Huguenot descent 
upon no reason or anthoritj After a moment’s hesitation, I 
s<Hd in effect, that the family from which I traced mj descent 
bad ccrtainh been a gicat and leading one at the era of the 
Barons’ Wai-s, as also in one at least of the Crusades ; and 
that I had m j self seen many notices of this family, not only' 
in books of heraldry, &c, hut in the veiy earliest of all 
English books “And what book was that?” “Eohert of 
GlouccsteFs ‘Metrical Chronicle,’ which I understood, fioin 
internal evidence, to have been written about 1280" The 
King sinilc<l again, and said, “I know, I know” But what 
It was that he knew, long afterwards piirrled me to tonjeo 
lure I now imagine, however, that he meant to claim a 
knowledge of the book I referred to, a thing which at that 
lime I thought improbable, supposing the King’s acquaintance 
v.itli literature not to be very extensive, nor likely to have 
comjireliLndwl any knowleilgc at all of the black-letter 
period. But in Ibis belief I was greatly' mistaken, as I was 
afterwards fiillv convinced by the best evidence fiom various 
quarter' 'lint library of 120,000 volumes winch George 
IV pix rented to the nation, and winch linj •siHco ^bnc to 
swell ihe rollcction at the Biitisli ifiisep^^ ],ad beert formed 

(as 1 was often r — ^ * ^ ... , 

of the librarv, 
familiirlv know 
of Geoi^ 111 
c're e-xtoidce) < 
ya-tn bnidni,i-,, 
txph'nuig him: 


aureo uy pcr=ons tbewhoic flisiorj 

nid its growth fro rudiments, was 

p undei tlic ‘brect/ supcrmtciukncc 

V - J? ^f'lvonrito/ , t cation , and bis 
'' .To Pi’S of the books ni tlppm- 


nm ^ise *W0K 
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was worm-eaten, or touclied, liowever slightly, mth the - 
Morin, the King "was aiivions to pi event the injuiy from 
extending, or from mfectmg othei's by close neighhouihood , 
lor it IS supposed by many that siidi injmics spiead raindly 
in favourable situations. One of my mfoimants was a Gei- 
mnn bookbinder of great respectability, settled m London, and 
for many years employed by the Admiralty as a confidential 
biiidei of records or journals containing secrets of ofiice, &c 
Through this connection he had been recommended to the 
service of lus majesty, whom he used to see continually in 
the course of his attendance at Buckingham House, wkere 
the books w’ere deposited This artist had (origmally m the 
w aj of lus trade) become well acquainted with the money 
value of English books , and that knowledge cannot be 
acquired without some concurrent knowledge of their subject 
and their kind of ment Accordingly, he was tolerably w ell 
-qualified to estunate any man’s attainments as a reading 
man , and from him I received such circumstantial accounts 
of many conversations he had held with the King, eiidently 
reported with entire good faith and simplicity, that I cannot 
doubt the fact of his niajest/s very general acquaint- 
ance with English literature Hot a day passed, whenever 
the King happened to be at Buckingham House, wuthout his 
coming into the bmding-ioom, and mmutely mspectmg the 
progress of the binder and his allies — ^the gilders, toolere, &.c 
From the outside of the book the transition was natural to 
its value in the scale of bibliography , and m that way my 
informant had ascei tamed that the King was well acquainted, 
not only with Bobert of Gloucester, but wnth all the other 
eaily cliromclcs, published by Heanie, and, in fact, possessed 
that entire senes which rose at one penod to so enormous a 
price. Fiom this peison I learned afterwards that the King 
prided himself especially upon his early folios of Shakspere , 
that IS to say, not meiely upon the excellence of the 
ludn idual copies in a bibliographical sense, as “ fall copies,” 
and having laige niargms, &c., but chiefly fiom their value, 
in- relation to the most authentic basis for the text of the 
poet And thus it appears that at least two of our kmgs, 
Charles I and Gcoige III, have made it their inide to pro- 
fess a reietential esteem for Shakspere Tins bookbmder 
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added hifc atteilalion to die Irutli (or to tlic generally reputed 
truth) of a story ^\l^cllI Ind heard from, other authontj — 
that the Lhrarian, or, if not officially the hhinnan, at least ' 
the chief director m everything relating to the hooks, was an 
illegitimate son of Frederick, Prince of 'Wales (sou to Geoige 
II), and therefore half-brother of the long His onn taste ' 
and indiiiations, it seemed, concurred with Ins brother's 
wishes in keeping him in a subordinate rank and an obscure 
station , m which, however, he enjoved alllnence without^ 
anxieU, or trouble, or courtlj eni-j, and the luxury, which ’ 
he ino=t \nlued, of a supeih library He lived and died, I 
hare heard, as plain Mr Barnard At one time I disbelieved i 
the storj (which possibh niaj have been long known to the 
puhhcl, on the gionnd that e\en George III would not h.iie 
differed so width from princes in gcnci“il as to leave' a 
brother of his own, however unaspiring wholly itiidis- 
Uiigu idled by public honours. Bnt, having since ascertained 
tint a naval ofli<xr, well known to iiij own family, and to a 
naval brother of mv own in particular, by assistance rtndded 
to him repeatedlj when a midshipman in changing hiS ship, 
was imdouhtedh an illegitimate son of George III and yet- 
ihat In, never loac higher than the rank of post captain, 
though pnvatdj acknowledged by his father and other 
mcmWrs of the roval farailv, I found the nisufficicnr> of 
th it obicdion The fad i*, and it docs honour to the Ivingh 
meinoiv.ho reverenced the moral ft clings of his coiuitrv, 
which arc, m this .-ind m all points of domestic morals 
f ev ere and high toned (I saj it in defiance of w ntcro, i-udi as 
I^otd Bvron, Mi Harhtt, Ac , who Imlcd alike the just and 
the iiiyusi jin temions of Iliigland) in a degree absolutely 
lucoinprdn mible to kovtha n Lurope He had his fraillics 
like otner children of Aihim , but be did not seek to fix the 
jniMie attention upon them, after the fashion of Louis 
*,)ii‘«rre or our Clurki II, and so many other conhncnlal 
j'nmcs Tlieri. were living witnesses (more than one) of hd 
«!'' rrat ons as of the rs , hut he, vnth better feebras than 
th V, did not dujosc, by poncing tberc wiines'Ca uiwii a 
jed, of hvno ir, surmoanted bj henldic trophies, to 
h»v oni Ira !»grc^»inn5 to coming gun r'ltion* and 
to fetvc I t'k I'a of an mote jro-tcriiv ujaKibisov^n 
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mfininlics It vas his ambition to be the fatha of Ins 
pcojilc in a «!ensc not quite so literal Those neie things, 
ho•v^e^er, of which at that time I had not heaitl 

Bnnug the "ftholc dialogue, I did not eien once lemaik 
that he'.itation and iteration of m okIs genenillj attributed to 
George III . indeed, so geneiallj, that it must often have 
existed, but, in this case, 1 suppose that the bienty of his 
sentences operated to delner hun from any embanassment 
of utterance, such ns might have attended longer and more 
complex sentences, -fthcrc some anxietj was natural to over- 
take the thoughts as thci aiose Wlicn u'o ohsen'ed that 
the King had paused in his sticam of questions, -which 
succeeded rapidh to each other, ive understood it as a signal 
of di«mi«sal , and, making a piofoimd ohcisaucc, w c letired 
hackwiu’ds a few steps His majesty smiled in a very 
gnicious maimci, waved his hand towards us, and said some- 
thing (I do not know ivhat) in a peculiarly land accent , he 
then turned round, and the whole party along with him , 
which set us at libeity without mipropiiety to turn to the 
ngbt-about ourselves, and make our egress from the giudens 
Tins incident, to me at my age, was very naturally one 
of considerable interest One reflection it suggested afler- 
waids, which was this • Could it be likely that mudi trutli 
of a general nature, hearing upon man and social interests, 
could ev er reach the ear of a !^ng, under the etiquette of a 
court, and under that one rule which seemed singly sufflcicnt 
to foieclose all natural avenues to truth — the rule, I mean, 
bj which it is forbidden to address a question to the King 
I was well aware, before I saw him, that in the rojal 
presence, like the dead soldier m Lucan, wdiom the mighty 
ncciomancing witch tortures hack into a momoiitarv life, I 
must have no voice except for answers — 

“Vox illi liQguaqnc tantum 
Mesjaonsura datur ” ‘ 

I was to originate nothing myself, and at my age, before so 
exalted a personage, the mere instincts of leverential^ 
demeanour would at any rate hav'o dictated such a rule. 

* For tlio *«ilvO of those who arc no cHssicvl schohrs, I oxplun 
Voice and language are restored to him only to the extent of replying 
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But Tvliat Ijecomcs of tliat man’s general condition of iniiid 
in relation to all the great objects moiing on the field of 
human experience, where it is a law geneiaUy for almost all 
who approach him, that thej fehnll confine therasches to 
replies, absolute responses, or, at most, to a prosecution or 
carryuig forward of a proposition dcliicred by the prolaffoiiist, 
or supreme leader of the conversation 1 For it must be 
remembered that, generally speaking, the effect of putting 
no question is to transfei into the other party’s hands the 
entire originating moi eiiient of the dialogue , and thus, in a 
musical metaphor, the great man is the sole modulator and 
dctcimmer of the key in which the conversation proceeds 
It IS true, that sometimes, by trai elling a little beyond the 
question in your answer, you may enlarge the basis, so as to 
bring up some new' tram of thought which you wish to 
mtroduce , and niaj' suggest fresh matter as effectually as if 
you had the liberty of more openly guiding the comersation, 
whether by way of question or by direct origination of a 
topic , but this depends on skill to improve an opening, or 
ijgilance to seise it at the instant, and, after all, jnncli upon 
accident to say nothing of the crime (a sort of potty tieasoii, 
perhaps, or what is it ?), if you should be detected in your 
“improvements” and “enlargements of basis”. Tlie Kmg 
might say, — “ Friend, I must tell my attorney-general to 
speak with you, for I detect a kind of treason in your 
rephes They go too far They include something which 
tempts my majesty to a notice , which is, m fact, for the long 
and the short of it, that you have been cucumv enting me 
half unconsciously into answering a question whidi ha*? 
silently been insinuated by you ” Freedom of commumcA- 
tion, unfettered movement of thought, there can be none 
under such a ritual, which tends violently to a Byzantme, or 
even to a Chmese, result of freezing as it w'ere, all natural 
and healthy play of the faculties under the petrific mace of 
absolute ceremonial and fi\ed precedent For it will hardlv 
be objected, that the prmleged condition of a few' officnl 
councillors and state ministers, whose hurry and oppression 
of thought from public care will rarely allow them to speak 
on any other subject than busmess, can be a remedy largo 
enough for so large an evil True it is, that a peculiarlj 
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frank or jovial temperament in a sovereign may do mnch for 
a season to tlnw this punctilious reserve and iingemal con- 
shnint , hut that is an accident, and personal to an indi- 
vidual And, on the -other hand, to balance even this, it 
may be remaiitcd, tliat, in all noble and fashionable society, 
uliere there happens to be a pride in sustaining what is 
deemed a good tone in conversation, it is pecubarly aimed at 
(and even artificially managed), that no Imgenng or loitermg 
upon one theme, no protracted discussion, shall be allowed 
,And. doubtless, as regards merely the treatment of coninnal 
or purely social communication of ideas (which also is a great 
art), this practice is nght I admit willingly that an uncul- 
tured brute^ TV ho is detected at an elegant table in the 
atrocity of absolute discussion oi disputation, ought to be 
suinmmly removed by a pobce-oflicer , and possiblj* the 
law will warrant his being held to bail for one or two years, 
according to the enormi^ of his case. But men aie not 
always enjoying, or seeking to enjoy, social pleasure , they 
seek also, and have need to seek contmually, both through 
books and men, intellectual growth, fresh power, fresh 
strength, to keep themsdves ahead or abreast of this moving, 
surging, billowing woild of ours , especially in these modem 
times, when society revolves through so many new phases, 
and shifts its aspects with so mu^ moi'e vdocity than in 
past ages A king, especially of this country, needs, beyond 
most other men, to keep himself m a continual state of com- 
mimication, as it were by some vital and organic sympathy, 
vnth the most essential of these changes And yet this 
punctilio of etiquette, like some vicious forms of law, or 
technical fictions grown too narrow for the age, which will not 
allow of cases commg before the court in a shape desired 
alike by the plaintiff and the defendant, is so framed as to 
defeat equally the mshes of a pnnce disposed to gather 
knowledge wherever he can find it, and of those who may be 
best fitted to give it. 

For a few minutes on three other occasions, before we 
finally quitted Eton, I again saw the King ; and always with 
renewed interest He was kind to everybody — condescend- 
ing and affable in a degree which I am bound to remember 
with personal gratitude and one thing I htti heard of him, 
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Tvliicli even, then, and much more as my mind opened to a 
mder compass of deeper icflcction, Mon my rcopcct. I liaie ' 
always reveienced a man of whom it could he truly wild, that 
he had once, and once only (for more than once implies 
another iinsoundncss in the quality of the passion), been 
desperately in loie, in loic, that is to say, in a teinfic 
excess, so ns to dally, under sniHhle circumst iiiccs, with the 
thoughts of cutting his own throat, or e\eii (ns the case 
might be) the throat of her whom he loved aho\e all this 
woild It will be undei stood that I am not yiistifying such 
enormities , on the contrary , they arc wrong, exceedingly 
wrong , but it is evident that people in general feel pietty 
much as I do, from the extreme sy mpathj w itli which' the 
public always pursue the fate of any cnmmal who has com- 
mitted a murder of this class, e\en though tainted (as 
generally it is) with jealousy, which, in itself, whercier it ’ 
argues habitual mistrust, is an ignoble passion ^ ' 

Great passions (do not understand me, reader, as though 
I meant great appetites), passions moving in n great orbit, 
and transcending bttle regards, are always arguments of 
some latent nobility There are, indeed, but few men and 
ew women capable of great pa^ion^ or (properly speaking) 

0 pMsiona at all Hartley, in his mechanism of the liuinau 
mint , propagates the sensations by means of luhrations, and 
by miniature vibrations, which, in a Roman form for such 
mimatures, he terms vtlrahurtclcs Now , of men and w'omen 
genera y, parodying that terminology, we ought to say — ^not 
that they arc governed by passions, or at all capable of 
passions, but of passimclcs And thence it is that few men 
go, or can go, beyond a little lovMing, as it is called , and 
hence also, that, in a world where so little conformity takes 
P e ween the ideal speculations of men and the gross v 


♦hat ^ contended, and I think wtTi truth, 

™ So mueli I know by 

tSin ^ of a lecture which he read at the Royal Institu- 

^ To me it is cudent that 

shin buiit^stafp*i^f of a degrading, suspicions rival i 

mwt nffecW out of this kemina; the 

the dire nec&ILtr Ijr ®0"forophito, of any which can exist— viz., 
■nnmices to whom tho heart pro 

noiiuces to oe 'unworthy of that love. ■ 
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realities of life, wlicic inaiiiages me goiemed in so lasta 
proportion b\ rou\ cmeiice, piiidenco, self-inteiest — anything, 
in sboit, rather than deep sjnijiathy between the parties — 
and consecpiently, whcie so many men must be crossed in 
their inclinations wo i el hear of so few tiagic catastrophes 
on that account Tlic King, how cvei, w^as tertamlj among 
the number of those who aic susccjitible of a deep pacsioii, 
if everything be true that is reported of him All the 
woild has heard that he was passionately deioted to the 
lieautifnl sister of the then Duke of Bidimond That was 
before Ins inaiiiagc and I believe it is ceitam that he not 
only wished, hut «inceiely meditated, to have married her 
So much IS matter of notonetj' But other circumstances of 
tlie case have been sometimes reported, which imply great 
distraction of mind, and a truly piofound possession of his 
heart by that carl} passion winch, in a pnnee whose feel- 
ings are liable so much to the dispersing and dissipating 
powei of endless interruption from new objects and fresli 
chums on the attention, coupled also with the fact tliat he 
never but m this one case professed anything amounting to 
cvtraTOgant oi frantic attachment, do seem to aigue that the 
King w^as truly and passionately in love w itli Lady Sarah 
Lennox He had a demon upon him, and xvas under a real 
po'^sesswn If so, what a Inely e\pression of the mixed con- 
(btion of luunau foi tunes, and not less of another truth 
equally affecting — \iz, the dread conflicts witli the will — 
the mighty agitations which silentl}, and in darkness, are 
convulsing many a licart, where, to the external eye, all is 
tmnquil — that tins king, at the veiy thieshold of his public 
career, at the very moment when he was binding about his 
biws the golden circle of sovereignty, when Europe 
watched him with interest, and the kings of the eaitli with 
enxy , not one of the xmlgai titles to happiness being want- 
ing — youth, health, a throne the most splendid on this 
planet— general populaxity amongst a nation of fieemen, and 
the hope which belongs to powers os yet almost untried — 
that, ex en under these most flattering auspices, he should be 
called upon to make a sacrifice the mo«t bittei of all to 
winch human bfc is bable » He made it,- and he might 
then hax-e said to his people — "For you, and to my public 
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dutiesj I lia've made a sacrifice which none of 3 on would 
have mode for me.” In years long ago, I have heard a 
woman of rank recurrmg to the circuiii'^tances of T^ady 
Sarah’s first appearance at court after the King’s marnuge 
If I recollect rightly, it occurred after that lady’s own ^ 
marnage with Sir Charles Bunhnry ^ Many c) cs w ore upon 
both parties at that moment — female e}es, especially^ — and 
the speaker did not disguise the exccsswc interest with 
which she herself observed them Lady Sarah was not 
agitated, hut the King was He seemed anxious, sensibly 
trembled, changed colour, and ^tvered, as Lady S B drew 
near But, to quote the one single eloquent sentiment 
which I remember after a lapse of thirty years in Monk 
Lewis’s Romantic Tales — “In this world all things pass 
away , blessed be Heaven, and the bitter pangs b}’ which 
sometimes it is pleased to recall its wanderers, even out 
passions pass away ' ” And thus it happened that this storm 
also was laid asleep and forgotten, togetlier with so man}' 
others of its kind that have been, and that shall be again, so 
long as man is man, and women woman Meantime, in 
justification of a passion so profound, one would be glad to 
think highly of the lady that mspired it , and, therefore, I 
heartilj' hope that the insults offered to her memory in the 
scandalous “ Memoirs ” of the Due do Laurun are mere 
calumnies, and records rather of his presumptuous wishes, 
than of any actual snccesses.^ 

* The mamage of Lady Saroli Lennox with Sir Thomas Charles 
Bnnbury, Bart, was in 1762 — 

® That hook, I am aware, is generally treated as a forgery , hut 
internal evidence, drawn from the tone and quality of the revelations 
there made, will not allow me to think it altogether such There is 
an abandon and carelessness in ports which mark its sincerity Its 
authenticity I cannot douht But Oiat proves nothing for the truth 
of the particular stones which it contains A hook of scandalous and 
defamatory stones, especially where the wTiter has had the baseness to 
betray the confidence reposed in his honour by women, and to boast of 
favours alleged to haie been granted him, it is always fair to consider 
as ipso facto a tissue of falsehoods , and on the following argument, — 
that these arc exposures which, even if true, none but the basest of 
men would have made Being, therefore, on the hypothesis most 
favourable to his veracity, the basest of men, the author is self- 
denounced as vile enough to have forged the stones, and cannot com- 
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It ^va8 a most heavenly day in May of this year (1800) ■when 
I first beheld and first entered this mighty ^Midelncss, the 
city — ^no 1 not the city, but the nation — of London Often 

since then, at distances of two and thiee bundled miles or 
more from this colossal emporium of men, w calth, arts, and 
intellectual power, ha\e I felt the sublime expression of her 
enormous magnitude in one simple form of ordinary ocoui- 
rence — ^viz., in the vast droves of cattle, suiipose upon Iho 
great north roads, all wntli their heads directed to London, 
and expounding the size of the attracting body, together 
witli the force of its attractive pow'er, by the nei cr-endmg 
succession of these droves, and the remoteness fiom the 
capital of the lines upon which they were moving A suc- 
tion so powerful, felt along ladii so vast, and a consciousness, 
at the same time, that upon other radu still more vast, both 
bj land and by sea, the same suction is operating, night and 
day, summer and winter, and huriying for ever into"' one 
^ centre the infinite means needed for her infinite purposes, 
and the endless tnbutes to the skiU or to the luxury of hei 
endless population, ciowds the imagination with a pomp tc 
which there is noting corresponding upon this planet, eithei 
amongst the things that have been, or the things that are 

^ De Quincey lias now reached the second of lus autohiograpluci 
articles in Taits Magazine, jrablished in Maicli 1834. , and the presen 
chapter is mainly a reproduction of tint article, hut with 'idditiom 
and changes, and with a special title imeiited for it — 
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Or, if any exception tlicro is, it must be sought in ancient 
lloinc.^ We, upon this occasion, u*ere in an open cairiage, 

^ “jtiincni Rome" — Vast, hoi^oior,as the London is of tins day, 
I incJino to think that it is below the Roma of Trajan It has long 
heeii ‘1 settled opinion among sdiolars that the computations of 
Lijviius on this point were prodigiouslj overcharged , and formerlj I 
shared in tint belief But closer stud} of the question, and a lahonons 
eoUttlxon of tho diflcrciit data (for nnj single record, independent!} 
considered, can here establish nothing}, Iiai a s<itis(ied me that Lipsins 
was nearer the truth than his critics , and that tho Roman population 
of ever} class — slaves, aliens, peoples of the suburbs, included — la} 
between four and sit millions in which case the London of 1833, 
which counts more than a million and a-half, but less than two 
millions [ilTi/ft— Onr present London of 1853 counts two millions, 
pins ns mail} thousands as Ihero are days m tho } ear ], may be taken 
Kara. irXa-os, as lying between one-fourth and one-third of Rome To 
disenss this question thoronghl} wonld require a separate memoir, for 
which, after all, there are not sufficient materials meantime I will 
make this remark — Hint the ordinary computations of a million, oi a 
million and a -quarter, derived from the surviving accounts of tho 
different “regions,” apply to Romo vnthm the Pommnnm, and arc, 
therefore, no more valid for tho total Rome of Trajan’s time, stretch- 
ing ao mail} miles hejond it, than tho hills of mortaht} for what is 
teclmically “Loudon witliui the walls ” can serve at this da} as a base 
for estimating the population of that total London which we mean 
and presume in our dail} conversation Sccondl}, even for the Romo 
within these limits the computations are not commensurate, by not 
allowing for tho prodigious height of tho houses in Rome, which mnch 
tranecended that of modem cities On this last point, I will translate 
a remarkable sentence from tho Greek rhetorician Anstidcs [iWc — 
Aclius Aristides, Greek by his birth, who flourished in tho time of 
tho Antonincs] , to some readers it vnll he new and interesting — 

“ And, as oftentimes we see that a man who greatly excels others in 
bulk and strength is not content vnth any display, however ostenta- 
tious, of his powers, short of that where he is exhibited '’surmounting 
himself with a p}ramid of other men, one set standing upon the 
shoulders of another , so also this cit}, stretching forth her founda- 
tions over areas so vast, is }ct not satisfied with those superficial 
dimensions , that contents her not , hut upon one city rearing another 
of corresponding proporhons, and upon that another, pile resting upon 
pile, honscs ovcrln}'ing houses, in aerial sncccssion , so, and by similar 
steps, she achieves a cluiractcr of architecture justif}mg, as it wore, 
the ver} promise of her name , and with reference to that name, and 
its Grecian meaning, we may sij, that here nothing meets our eyes in 
any direction, hut mere Rome! Rome/” [Abfe — Tins word 'Pw/ijj 
.(Rom6), on which the rhetoncion ploys, is the common Greek term 
for stiength ] “And hence,” sa}s Aristides, “I denve the followmg 
conclusion that if any one, decomposing this senes of strata, were 
disposed to unshell, os it were, this existing Rome from’ its present 
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and, chiefly (as I imagine) to avoid the dust, iic appioached 
London by rural lanes, nhere anj such could be found, or, 
at least, along by-roads, quiet and shady, collatcial to the 
Tnmn roads. In that mode of approach, -we missed some 
featuica of the sublimity belonging to any of the common 
approaches upon a main road , mc missed the whiil and the 
uproar, the tumult and the agitation, ivhich continually 
thicken and thicken thioiighoiit the last dozen miles before 
you reach the suburbs. Already at three staged distance 
(say, 40 miles from London), upon some of the greatest roads, 
the dun presentiment of some vast capital reaches you ob- 
scurely, and bke a misgiving This blmd sympathy with a 
mighty but unseen object, some vast magnetic range of Alp", 

crowded and towering co acenations , and, thus degrading thoso aerial 
Homes, were to plant them on the ground, side hy sidci in orderly siic 
cession , according to all appearance, the whole \ncant area of Italj 
would he filled with these dismantled storeys of Rome, and wo should 
he presented with the spectacle of one continuous city, stretching its 
lahynnthine pomp to the shores of the Adnatic ’’ This is so far 
being meant as a piece of rhetoric that, on the aorj contrar>, thd 
whole purpose is to substitute, for a vague and rhetorical expression of 
the Roman grandeur, one of a more definito character— 'MK., by pro 
Ecuting its dimensions in a now form, and supposing tho city to ho 
nncrcsted, as it were , its upper tiers to bo what tho sailors ciill ini- 
sJitppcd , and the dethroned storeys to be all draw n up m rank and lilo 
npon tho ground , according to which assumption ho implies that tho 
city would stretch from tho mare Superum to the mare Jnfcrtm — i e , 
from tho sea of Tuscan} to the Adriatic 

Tile fact is, as Casauhon remarked, upon occasion of a ridiculous 
blunder in estimating tho largesses of a Roman emperor, that tho error 
on most questions of Roman pohey or institutions tends not, ns is 
usual, in the direction of excess, but of defect. All -things avero 
colossal there , and the probable, as estimated upon our modem scale, 
is not unfrequeutlj the impossible, as regaidcd Roman habits Lipsius 
certamly erred extravagantly at times, and was a rash specnlator on 
many subjects witness his hook on the Roman nmjihitheatTCs , hnt 
not on the magnitude of Rome, or the amount of its population I_ 
will add, upon this subject, that the whole political economy of tho' 
ancients, if we except Boeckh’s accurate iniestigations {JDte Stoats- 
haushaltung der Afhenef), which, properly speaking, cannot bo called 
political economy, is a mine into which scarce a single shaft has jet 
been sunk But I must also add, that eveiythmg will depend upon 
collation of facts, and the hnngmg of mdirect notices into immediate 
juxtaposition, so as to throw light on each other Thrcet and positive 
information there is little on these topics , and that little has been 
gleaned. 
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in your neighbourhood, contmncs to increase, you know not 
hoi\. Arriied at the last station for changing horses, — ^Bai- 
net, suppose, on one of the north roads, oi Hounslow on the 
western, — you no longer think (as m all other places) of 
naming the next stage , nobody sa) s, on pnlhng up, Horses 
on to London”, tliat would sound ridiculous , one might)’ 
idea hroods over all minds, making it impossible to suppose 
any other destination Launched upon this final stage, 
you soon begin to feel yourself entering the stream as it 
were of a Norwegian maelstrom, and the stream at length 
becomes the rush of a cataract What is meant by the Latin 
w ord trepidaho ^ Not anything pecuharly connected wnth 
panic ; it belongs as much to the hnrrjnng to and fro of a 
coming battle, ns of a coming flight , to a mamage festival 
as much as to a massacre , agitation is the nearest English 
w ordL This trepidation increases both audibly and visibly at 
ei ery half-mile, pretty much as one may suppose the roar of 
Niagara and the thiilJing of the ground to grow upon the 
senses in the last ten miles of approach, with the wind m its 
favour, until at length it would absorb and extinguish all 
other sounds whatsoever Finally, for miles before you 
reach a suburb of London such as Islington, for instance, a 
last great sign and augury of the immensity which belongs 
to the coming metiopohs forces itself upon the dullest ob- 
server, in the growing sense of his own utter insignificance 
Eierj'where else in England, yon yourself, liorses, carnage, 
attendants (if you travel w’lth any), are regarded with atten- 
tion, perhaps even cunosity at nil events you are seen 
But, after passing the final post-house on every avenue to 
Loudon, for the latter ten, or twel-ve miles, yon become 
aw'are that you are no longer noticed nobody sees yon , 
nobody hears you , nobody regards you , you do not o\ en 
regard yourself In fact, how should you at the moment of 
fust asceitaining your oim total uiumportance in the sum of 
things — a poor shivering umt in the aggregate of human 
life ? ' Now, for the fust time, w’hateier manner of man you 
were or seemed to he at starting, squire or " squireen,” lord 
or lordliug, and liowever related to that city, hamlet, oi 
solitary house, from which yesterday or to-day yon slipped 
your cable — beyond disguise you find yourself but one wave 
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in a total Atlantic, one plant (and a pimitical plant besides, 
needing alien props) in a foicst of Ameiica 

Tliese arc feelings nhicli do not belong by preference to 
tbongbtful people— far loss to people merely sentimental 
No man eier «as left to Inmselt for Iho iiist time in the 
streets, as yet nnknomi, of London, but lie must have been 
saddened and mortified, perhaps teirificd, by the sense of 
desertion and utter loneliness nhich belong to liis situation. 
ITo loneliness can be like that nhich neighs upon the heart 
in the centre of faces never-ending, mthoiit voice or utter- 
ance for him , eies innumerable, that have “ no siieculalion ” 
111 their orbs which he can understand , and hurrying 
figiiies of men and women wea\nng to and fro, with no 
aiiparent purposes intelligible to a stranger, seeming like a 
mask of maniacs, or, oftentimes, like a pageant of phniitoni'> 
The great length of the streets in many quarters of London , 
the continual opening of transient glimpses into other vistas 
equally far-stretching, going off at right angles to tlie ^oiic 
w’hicli jou are traiersing, and the murky atmosphere 
« hicli, settling upon the remoter end of eveiy long avenue, 
^v^aps its termination in gloom and uncertainty , all thbse 
are circumstances aiding that sense of vastness and illimit- 
able proportions which for ever brood ovei the aspect of 
London in its interior Much of the feeling which belongs 
to the outside of London, in its approaches for the last few 
miles, I had lost, in consequence of the stealthy route of b} * 
roads, lying near Uvbiidge and TValford, through which we 
crept into the suburbs But, for that reason, the moie 
abrupt and startling had been the elTect of emerging some- 
where into the Edgeware Boad, and soon afterwaids into the 
1 ery streets of London itself , — ^though what streets, or even 
what quarter of London, is now totally obliterated from mj 
mind, having perhaps never been comprehended All that I 
remember is one monotonous awe and blind sense of 
nij stenous grandeur and Babj Ionian concision, w hich 
seemed to pursue and to invest the whole equipage of 
human life, as we moved for nearly two hours ^ tbroiigb 

^ “Two hours" — This slow progress must, however, in part ha 

asenhetl to hli Gr 's non acquaintance with the roacts, hoth town 

anti rural, along the whole line of onr progress from Uxbridge 
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i cQmclimcs Lmiglit to nnclior for ten imnules ot 
mow, h\ Avlint IS toclmicailr called a “ lock,” — that is, a line 
ol cniTiatjcs of e\cij diiscuption mexhicably massed and 
oh»lnictujg each other, far as the eje conld stietch, and 
then, as if nndci an enchanter’s rod, the “ lock ” seemed to 
tlmn , motion spread with the ilucnt race of light or sound 
through the iihole icebound mass, until the subtle iiifiucntc 
reached us al«o; nho were ngmt absoibcd into the gieat 
ru<ih of Hying carnages , or, at timc<», n e turned off into 
some less tuinnltuous etroet^ but of the same nnle-long 
character ; and fiinllj*, dmn ing up about noon, n e alighted 
atrome place, nhich is as little Mithin my distinct renieni- 
bimtce ns the route by m Inch n e reached it. 

For nhat had mc come? To see London And n hat 
were the limits nithin nhich no proposed to croud that 

little feat ? At fnc o’clock ne were to dino at Poitors , 

a seat of Lord "Westport’s grandfather, and, fiom the dis- 
tance, it was necessary’ that we ‘should lca\ e London at Imlf- 
pn"!! thi'ce , so that a little more than three hours uere all 
uc had for Loiuloiu Oar chanotcer, iny fiiend’s tutor, uas 
«!ummoncd awaj from ns on Imsiness until that hour , and 
wo A\er«‘ left, therefore, entirely to our«el\cs and to our omi 
skill m tumihg the time to the best account, for contiiving 
(if Eiieli a thing were possible) to do something or other * 
ulncli, hy an) fiction of courtesy, or constructn cly, so as to 
satisfy n Inuyer, or in a sense suJlicient to inn a wager, 
might be taken and reccii e<l for Imi mg seen London ” 

"l^Hiat could be done ? We sat doii n, I remember, m a 
mood of despondency, to consider The 'spectacles were too 
man) by thousands , snopss nos copia fecit , our i ery i\ ealth 
made us poor , and the choice i\ as distracted But u Inch of 
them all could be thought geneial or representative enough 
to stand for the iiiui erse of London 1 Wc could not trai cKe 
the IS hole circumference of tins mighty oib , that uas clear, 
and, therefore, the ne\t best thing ii ns to place ourseli es as 
much as po'ssiblo in some relation to the spectacles of 
I^ondon, winch might answer to the centie. Yet how ? 
That sounded well and metaphysical , but what did it mean 
it acted upon? What was the centre of London foi anv 
pm pose iihateior — latitudiiianan oi longitiulinarian — 
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Capt^ Hum, fliat I'onunn'Oti \Mtlj its position and its 
fimuioiis) Mas Toalh n dis^rvicu to the planet , it is not the 
SlKchitor tlml K 111 fault /I'-n?, hut the object itself, the 
Bitmi!i"haiu wpe- For, consider, it is not only the “ spe- 
tular mounts ' Ivoepiny natch and nan! o\cr a sort of tnnity 
of oresn*, and, hy all tradition the cireiiiiviMgator’s gate of 
t-iitraiifjj to the Fanhc. hut also it is the temple of the god 
Ternmius for all the Americas So that, in relation to such 
dignities, it r-eemed to mo, in the dinn mg, a niake-ehift, put 
nji by a eupeiitci until the true Cape Horn should be 
reedy , or, perhaps, a drop-scene from the opera-house Tins 
n i« one ca^e of disproportion the others neie — tlie final 
and ceremonial valediction of Gainck, on retuing fioin his 
profession , and the Pall Ifall inauguration of George IV on 
the day of Ins accession ^ to the throne The ntlei tri elation, 
111 Inith cases, of the audience to the scene {midtcnfc, I say, as 
feay ue must, for the sum of the spectators m the second 
instance, ns yell as of the auditors in the first) threw upon 
cath a ridicule not to he effaceil It is m any case 
impossible for an actor to say words of faTcirell to those foi 
whom he really designs Ins farewell He cannot bring Ins 
true object before himself To whom is it that he would 
ofler Ill's last adieus? We are told by one — who, if he 
loved G irrick, certainlj did not loi e Garrick’s profession, nor 
would even, through /nni, haae paid it any niidue compli- 
ment — that the retirement of tins gieat artist had “ eclipsed 
the gaiety of nations ” To nations, then, to his ow n gener- 
ation it wa«, that he owed his faicwell hut, of a generation, 

Acce*>.'-ion was it, or Ins prociRnialion ? Tlio cise was tins — 
AUont tlie middle of tlie daj, the lung came out into the portico of 
Gailton ITonso , and, addrosiing linnself (addressing Ins gestures, I 
moan} to the assemlilage of people in Pall Ifnll, he bowed repeatedly 
to the right and to the left, and then retired 1 mean no disrespect to 
that prince nr ruealhng those oironinslances no doubt, he acted upon 
the enggestion of others , and, peihaps, also under a sineore emotion 
on witntssing the Liithusiasni of tho'c outside , but that conld not cure 
tbo original absurdity, of recognising as a reprcscntalue audience, 
clothed with the national functions of recognising Mmself, a chance 
ga’lieniig of passengers through a single street, between whom and 
tny' mob from Ins own stables and kitchens lh( re conld ho no essential 
dilTerenro wliicli logic, or law, or constitutional principle could 
recognibc 
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wlmfc orcan is tliero wliicli can sue or be sued, lliat can 
thank ofhe thanked ? Neither bj fiction noi by 
can you bring their bodies into couit A king’s audience, on 
the other hand, miyU be had as an authoiised representa- 
tive body But, nhon ive consider the composition ol a 
casual and chance auditory, whether in a street or a th;^^re , 
secondly, the small sue of a modern audience, ev^ m JJruiy 
Lane (4500 at the most), not by one-eightieth part tl 
complement of the Circus Maximus, most of all, when ive 
consider the want of syminolry or conimcnsuratenessj to any 
extended duration of time, in the acts of such an audience, 
which acts he in the vanishing expressions of its vanishing 
emotions— acts so essentially fugitive, even uhen organisea 
into an art and a tactical system of imhnces and 6om6i (os 
they were at Alexandria, and aftenvards at the Neapolitan 
and Eoman theatres), that they could not protect themselves 
from clymg in the very moment of their birth laying to- 
gethor all these considerations, we see the incongmitj of an) 
audience, so constituted, to any purpose less evanescent than 
their own tenure of existence 

Just such in disproportion as these cases had sexcrallj 
been, was our present problem in relation to our time or 
other means for accomplishing it. In debating the matter, 
we lost half-an-hour , but at length we reduced the question 
to a choice betneen Westminster Abbey and St Pauls 
CathedraL I know not that we could hav e chosen better 
The rival edifices, as ue understood from the waiter, were 
about equidistant from our own station , but, being too 
remote from each other to allow of our seeing both, ‘,‘we 
tossed up,” to settle the question betu een the elder lady and 
the jounger “Heads” came up, which stood for the 
Abbey But, as neither of ns was quite satisfied with this 
decision, we agreed to make another appeal to the wisdom of 
chance, second thoughts being best This time the Cathedral 
turned up , and so it came to pass that, with us, the having 
seen London meant having seen St Paul’s 

The first view of St Paul’s, it may be supposed, over- 
whelmed us with awe , and I did not at that time imagine 
that the sense of magnitude could be more deeply impressed 
One thing interrupted our pleasure. The supeib objects of 
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CHno<sity ^^Irtnn the Cathcchal wote shoMu for sepanfe fees 
'I lion* ere «e\ eu, I Ihnik j imil any one could he seen m- 
dep'‘ndently of the rest lor a few pence Tlie whole aniounii 
wR^ 1 tnfle ; fourteenpence, I flunk , hut we were followed h\ 
a porl of perfccutjon — “Would wo not see the hdU”— - 
“Would we not see the model?" — “Surelv wc would not 
j-o awrjj wnlhout ^nsiting Ihc 'Whispering Gnller^ 1 " solicita- 
tions which troubled the silence and sanctity of the place, 
and must toaeo others as it then tca«cd ns, who wished to 
conlemjilato m quiet fins great luonnmcnt of the national 
gnudenr, which was at lint iciy tniio^ begimnng to take a 
station also in the land as a dcpositoiy for the dust ol lior 
heroes Wlnt struck us most in the whole interior of the 
jiile was the new taken from the sjiot immediately under 
the dome, being, in fact, the vciy' same winch, fne jears 
afterwards, reccncd the remains of Lortl Nelson In one of 
the aisles going off from this centre, wo saw the flags of 
France, Spam, and Holland, the whole trophies of the war, 
swinging pompoiislj, and expanding their massy drapenes, 
slowly and licmlj, in the upper gloom, as they were swept 
al interwils hj* currents of air At this inonicnt w e w ere pio- 
\okctI bj the show man at our elbow i enow mg Ins nie 
ikralion of “ Twopence, gentlemen , no more than twopence 
for each"; and so on until wo left the place The same 
complaint has often been made ns to Westminster Abbey 
Where the wrong lies, or where it commences, I know 
not Certnmlj I nor anv man can lime a light to expect 
that the iioor men who attended us should give iqi their 
tune for nothing, oi ei on to be angry w ith them for a sort 
of persecution, on the degree of which possibly might 
depend the comfoit of their owm families Tlioughts 
of famishing children at home leaA'c little room for nice ic- 
gards of delicacy abroad The mibndiials, therefore, might 
or might not he hlameahle But m any case the si stem 
18 palpably wrong The nation is entitled to a fiee enjoj*^- 
lucnt of its own puhhc monuments not free only in 'the 
sense of being gmtnitoiis, but fiee also from the inolestnlxon 

^ Alrcaclj jnomitnents Inrt hceniolcd by tlio House of Commons 
in this catTicdnl, niid I am not auro but Ibej wore nesrl) completed, 
to two captains wbo bad fallen at the Nile 
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oishmmen, wtli then imperfect knowledge and their lulgnt 
sentiment 

Yet, after all, what is this sjstem of restriction and 
annoyance, compared with that which operates on the use of 
the national libraries , or that, again, to the system of ex- 
clusion from some of these, where an absolute interdict lies 
upon any use at all of that which is confessedly national 
propertj ? Books and MSS, which were collected onginally, 
and formally bequeathed to the public, under the geneious ^ 
and noble idea of giving to future generations advantages 
which the collector had himself not enjoyed, and hbeiating 
them from obstacles in the pursuit of knowledge which 
experience had bitterly imprinted upon his own mind, are 
at this day locked up as absolutely against me, you, or 
anjbody, as collections confessedly private. Nay, far more 
so , for most private collectors of eminence (ns the late 
Mr Heber, for instance) have been distinguished for libei- 
ality in lending the rarest of their books to tliosc who knew 
how to use them with effect. But, in the cases I now con- 
template, the whole funds for supporting the proper offices 
attached to a library, such as libranans, sub-librarians, &a, 
which of themsehes (and ivithont the depress verbal evidence 
of the founder’s will) presume a public in the dailj' use of 
the books, else they are superfluous, have been applied to , 
the creation of lazy sinecures in behalf of poisons exprcs.<sly 
charged with the care of shutting out the public TlieVeforc, 
it 18 true they are not sinecures foi that one care, Mgilaiillj 
to keep out the pubhe,^ they do take upon themselves , and 

* Tins place suggests the mention of another crying abuse con 
nected with this subject In the year 1811 or 1810 came inidcr 
parliamentary notice and revision the law of copy light In sonto 
cxcdlent pamphlets drawn forth by the occ.asion, from Mr Dnppa, 
for instance, and several others, the whole subject was wdl probed, 
and many aspects, little noticed by the public, wore exposed of that 
extreme injustice attached to the law as it then stood Tlie several 
monopolies connected with books were noticed a bitle , and not a little 
notice was taken of the oppressive pns ilege with which certain public 
libraries (at that tune, I think, cloven) were invested, of exacting, 
sevenlly, a copy of each new book pnblisbed Tins downright robbery 
was palliated by some meinhers of the House in that dav, nnder the 
notion of its being a sort of exchange, or qmd pra quo in_^ return for 
the relief obtained by the statute of Qncen Anne — the 'first which 
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why 1 A mail lovmg hoohs, like in) sell, might supjiose lliat 
their moti\e ivas tlie ungenerous one of keeping the books to 
theinselvcs. - Far from it. In seveial instances, they will as 
little use the books as suffer them to be used And thus 

recognised Mcrary pioperlj “For," argued they, “proMOUsly to 
tlint statute, supposing jour book pirated, at common lau jou 
could obtain redress only for each copy proved to have bteu sold bj 
- tbo pirato , and that miglit not bo a thousandth part of tho actual 
loss Noi\, the statute of Queen Anne granting jon a general icdicss, 
upon proof that a piracy had been committed, j on, the partj relieved, 
' were bound to express jour sense of this relief bj a rotuni made to 
the public , aud the public is here represented bj tbo great ondoued 
libranca of tbo seven universities, tbe British Museum,” &.c Ac But, 
prmA facte, tins was that scUtng of justice which is expressly re- 
nounced in Magna Charta and nbj iiero propnetors of copyright, 
more tlian other propnetors, to make an “ acknoM lodgment ” for their 
Tights 1 But, supposing (hat just, whj, cspociallj, to the guen public 
bodies 1 Non, for my part, I think that this admits of on explana- 
tion Nine-tenths of the authors in former days lay amongst tho class 
who had received a college education, and most of these m their 
academic life had benefited largely by old endowments Gnmg up, 
therefore, n small tribute iirom their copyright, there was some colour 
of justice m supposing that they were making a slight acknowledg- 
ment for past benefits recoiled, and exactly for those benefits which 
enabled them to appear with any adiantago as authors So, I nm 
convmccd, the “ servitude " first arose, and under this construction , 
which, even for those days, was often a fiction, but now is generally 
such Houeicr, bo the ongm what it may, tho ground upon 'nlnch 
the public mind m 1811 (that small port of it, at least, which the 
question attracted) reconciled itself to tho abuse was tins — For a 
tmaal wrong, they alleged (but it was then shoivn that the mong uas 
not alwaj^s tnvial), one great good is achieved — viz., that all oier the 
kingdom are dispersed eleven great depositories, in which all persons 
intercstod may, at all times, be sure of finding one copy of every 
book published That did seem a great advantage, and a balance 
in point of utility (if none in pomt of justice) to tho ■mong upon which 
it grew But now mark the degree m which this balaiicmg adiantnge 
IS made available 1 The eleven bodies are not equally careful to 
exact tbeir copies , that can only be done bj' retaining an agent in 
London , and this agent is careless abont books of slight money value 
2. 'Were it otheruise, of what final avail would a perfect set of 
tho year’s productions prove to a public not admitted freely to the 
cleion libraries 1 3 But, iinollj, if they «.crc admitted, to what 
purpose (os regards this particij.ir ad\antago) under the following 
' custom, which, m some of these eleven libraries (possibly in all), 
teas, I well know, established annually the principal librarian weeded 
Dio annual crop of all such hooks as displeased himself j upon which 
two questions arise 1. Dpon what principle ? 2 With what result ! 


190 


AUTOBlOailAVUY 


the whole plans and cares of the good (weighing liifS inotncs, 
I w ill say of the jnom) founder have Icmnialcd in lorhnig 
up and sequestering a large collection of hoohs, eoine heiiig 
great raiities, in situations when, they arc not accessible lind 
he bequeathed them to the catacombs of Puns or of Naples, 
he codd not have belter proiidcd for their Mrtual extinction 
I ask, docs no action at common law lie against the quo- 
moters of such enormous abuses? Oh, thou fencutiefoiiner 
— whose fatal tread he that puts his car to the ground niaj 
hear at a distance coming onwards u]>on every road'— if too 
surely thon wilt work foi me and others incqiamblo wiwig 
and Biiffering, work also foi us a little good , this way turn 
the great hurric.mcs and Iciantcrs of thj wrath ; winnow 
me this chaff , and let us. enter at last the gamers of pure 
wheat laid up in elder dajs for our benefit, and which for 
two centuries linio been clotetl against our use t 

I answer aa to the first, that in tins IttHraiton be went upon no pnneipto 
at all, ljut bia own capnee, or what bo called Ins own dbcrction , and 
accordinglj it la a fact known to nnnj ns well ns m>«elf, that a book, 
which some people (and corlainly not the least iiicditnlnc of this age) 
haso pronounrtd the most original woik of modem times, was nctiiallj 
amongst the books thus degraded , it was one of those, as llio phrase 
IS, tossed “ into the basket ’ , and universally this fate is more likely 
to hefall a work of original merit, which disturbs the pros ions waj of 
thinking and feeling, than one of timid compliance with ordinary 
models Secondly , w ith what result i For the present, the degraded 
books, haying been consigned to the basket, wore forthwith consigned 
to a damp cellar There, at any rate, they were in no condition to 
oe consulted hj the public, being piled up in close bales, and in a 
place not publicl) acccs-siblc But there can be no doubt that, sooner 
their mouldering condition would bo made ati argiiraeiil for 
selling them And such, when wo trace the operation of this law to 
its final stage, is the idtimato result of an infringement upon private 
npts almost nnowamplcd in any other part of our civil cconomj 
luat solo beneficial result, for the sake of winch some legislators wore 
willing to sanction a WTong, otherwise admitted to ho indefensible, is 
so little protected and secured to tbo public, that it is first of all 
p at the mercy of an agent in London, whoso negligence or in- 
differmce may defeat the provision altogether (I know a publisher of a 
splendid botanical work, who told mo that, by forbearing to attract 
notice to itvatlnn the statutable time, he saved liis eleven copies), 
_ and placed at the mercy of a librarian, who (or any one of his suc- 
cessots) may, upon a motive of malice to the author or an impulse of 
mse taste, after all prosenbo any part of the hooks thus dishonour 
aol} acquired. 
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London c left m haste, to keep an engagement of some 
standing at the Earl Hon e’s, my friend’s gnmdfathei This 
gieat adimial, nho had filled so laige a station in the public 
eye, being the eaihest among the naval heroes of England in 
the first Avar of the Revolution, and the only one of noble 
birth, I should have been dehghted to see , St Paul’s, and 

its naval inoiiuiiicuts to Captain Riou and Captain , 

together nuth its fioatmg pageantries of conquered flags, 
haling anakened Avithin me, in a form of peculiar solemmty, 
those iiatriotic remembiances of past glories Avhich all boys 
led so much more vnudly than men can do, in ivhom the 
sensibility to siidi impressions is blunted Loid Hove, 
lioAA ever, J- was not destined to see , he had died about a 
year before Another death there had been, and very 
lecenlly, lu the family, and under ciicuinstances peculiarly 
startling , and the spnits of the whole house were painfully 
depressed by that event at the time of onr visit One of the 
daughters, a younger sister of my friend’s mother, had been 
engaged for some time to a Scottish nobleman, the Earl of 
Morton, much esteemed by the Royal Family The day uas 
at length fixed for the marnage , and about a foitnight 
before that day arriA'ed, some paiticular dress or ornament 
Alas brought to Porters, in whidi it was designed that the 
bride should appear at the altar Tlie fashion as to this 
point has often vaned , but at that tune I believe the custom ^ 
A\as for bridal parties to be in full dress The lady, when 
the dress arriA’ed, Avas, to aU appearance, in good health , but, 
by one of those unaccountable misgivings which are on 
record in so many A\dl-attested cases (as that, for example, of 
Andreiv Mari'dl’s father), die said, after gazmg for a immite 
"or Ia\o at tlic beautiful dress, firmly and pointedly, “So, 
then, that is my wedding-dress , and it is expected that I 
shall Avear it on the 17th , but I shall not, I shall nei'ci 
wear it. On Thursday the 17th I shaR ho dressed in a 
shroud ' ” All present Avere shocked at such a declaration, 
AA’lucli the solemnity of the lady’s manner made it impossible 
to receive as a jest Tlie countess, her mother, ga en leproA ed 
hormth some scA'erity for the Avoids, as an expression of 
distrust m the goodness of God. The bnde-elect made no 
answer, but by sigliing heavily Withm a fortmglit all 
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happened, to tlie letter, as she had predicted She was taken 
suddenly ill , she died about three days hefoie the mnrimge- 
day, and uas finally dressed in her shroud, according to the 
natural couise of the funeral anangements, on the inoming 
that Avas to have been the wedding festival 

Lord Morton, the nobleman thus suddenly and remarkdhly 
bereaved of his bride, was the only gentleman who appeared 
at the dinner table He took a paiticulai interest m litera- 
ture , and it was, in fact, tlirough hw kindness that, for the 
first time in tny life, I found myself somewliat in the situation 
of a “ hon ” The occasion of Lord Morton’s flnttenng notice 
was a particular copy of verses uhich had gamed for mo' a 
public distinction , not, hoAvever, I must own, a very biilhant 
one , the pnze auarded to me being not the firsf^ noi even 
the second — what on the Continent is called the acccssit — it 
Alas simply the third and that fact, stated nakedly, might 
have left it doubtful Avhether I were to be considered in the 
light of one honoured oi of one stigmatised Hoaa ever, tJie 
judges in this case, with more honesty, or more self-distmsi^ 
than belongs to most adjudicataons of the kind, had printed 
the first three of the successful essays Conseguently, it nas. 
left open to each of the less successful candidates to benefit 
by any diilerence of taste amongst their several friends , and 
my friends in particular, u'lth the single and singular excep- 
tion of my mother, Avho always thought her oAvn children 
inferior to other people’s, had generally assigned the palm to 
myself Lord Morton protested loudly that the case admitted 
of no doubt , that gross injustice had been done me , and, as' 
the ladies of the family were much inflaenced by bis opinion, 
I thus came, not only to wear the laurel m their estimation, 
but also Aiutli the advantageous addition of baAung suffered 
some injustice I was not only a victor, but a victor in 
misfortune 1 ' 

At this moment^ looking back from a distance of fiffy 
years upon those trifles, it may well be supposed that I do 
not attach so much importance to the subject of my fugitiAe 
honours as to have any very .decided opinion one AAay oi the 
other upon my own proportion of merit I do not even 
recollect the major part of the verses that Avhicli I (to 

* For Iko facts hero referred to, see footnote, ante, p 161 — -if 
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fact that bj far the largei propoition of in hat is received m 
c^et^* age for poett^', and for a season usurps that consecrated 
name, is not the qiontaneons ovcrflo^\ of real unaffected 
pasuonj deep, and at the same time original, and also forced 
into public manifestation of itself from the necessity ivhich 
cloaies to all passion alike of seeking external sympathy 
this it is not , but a counterfeit assumption of such passion, 
according to the more or less accurate skill of the unter in 
distinguishing the key of passion suited to the particular 
age , and a concurrent assumption of tlie langnage of passion 
according to his more or less skill in separating the spurious 
from the natii c and legitimate diction of genuine emotion 
Ikarch, indeed, arc the reputed poets of any age men uho 
groan, like jirophets, under the burden of a message 11111011 
thej haic to deliver, and must deliver, of a mission 11 Inch 
thci mwsf discliaigc Generally — nay, uitli much fewer 

exceptions, perhaps, than uould he readily bclieied — they 
are merelj simulators of the part they sustain , speakmg not 
out of the abundance of tlieir outi hearts, but by skill and 
artifice assuming or personating emotions at second-hand , 
and the iihole is a business of talent (sometimes even of great 
talent), bill not of original power, of Rcnius,' or autlientic 
inspiration 

^ Tito words jrfnm? nml hrlcnt arc frcqneiitl} distinguished from 
rach other hj those who ciidcntl} nusconstriio the triio distinction' 
eiitirtli, nnd sometimes so grosslj, as to use thorn byway of expressions 
for a r-tre diflcrencc in rfryrec. Tims, “a man of great talent, ab>o 
Inttlj a grnuts," occurs in a icrj well wntlcn lalo at this moment 
Kfnre tnc , as if Iting a man of gemus implied only a greater than 
o-dmarv digjw of talmt 

Inln t ai d orniKs an in no one point allied to each other, except 
ptn<-ricMl) that both cxprcis modes of intellectual power But ilio 
Kind* of j>nw( r iw not niirols diflTercnt, thej nro in polar o}iposition <0 
each o'htr TnUnt is intellectual power of ciciy kind, svhich nets and 

mnifests yc-U by and through the mU and the ac/ire forces 
*■« ''roll oricm impltc', is that much rarer species of intellccUnl 
jv,s.- vbi h It denied from the veninl jialnre — from the spint of 
*W 17 ring a>’d enjojit 5 — from the spint of pleasure and pain, as organ 
n I more er Ir-^s perf<i:tlv , and this is indciiondent of the will. B is 
a fane* ion of the tiatun. Talent a conversant \«lh the 

r lajiM'iotj of mean* to end* But genius is couversant only wHh 
^de'iv has no roii of connc<dion, not the most remote 6r 
B? • sr tl the irnrnl nattiro or temperament— genius is ?tce]*wl 
ami Mt .r 1 1 jih Odt inonl n-tare 
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Fioin Porters, after a few days’ visit, we returned to Eton 
Iler Majesty aliout tins time gave some splendid ffites at Frog- 
more, to one or two of ji'hicli slie had directed that we should 
ho mvited The invitation was, of couise, on my fnend’s 
account , but her majesty had condescended to dnect that I, 
as his visitor, should be specially included Lord Westport, 
young as he was, had become toleiably mdiffeient about such 
tilings , but to me such a scene was a novelty , and, on that 
accoimt, it was settled u e should go as early as was permis- 
sible We did go and I was not sorry to have had the grati- 
fication of uitnessmg (if it weie but for once or tivice) the 
splendours of a royal party But, after the first edge of 
exjiectation was taken off, after the vague uncertainties of 
rustic Ignorance had given place to absolute realities, and the 
eye had become a httlc familiar with the flashing of the 

Tina Avas written tnonty years ago Now (1853), wlicn reMSing it, 
I am tempted to add three brief annotations — 

1 It scandalises me that, in the occasional comments upon this 
distinction 'wlnoh liavo reached my eje, no attention should have been 
paid to the profound suggestions os to the radix of Avhat is meant by 
ffermis latent in the word gemoL For instance, in an extract made by 
“Tlio Leader,'.’ a distinguished literary journal, from a recent work 
entitled “ Poetics,” by Mr Dallas, there is not the slightest notice taken 
of this subtle indication and leading towards the tnith Yet surely 
tlud IS hardly philosophic For could Mr Dallas suppose that the 
idea involved m the ivord genial had no connection, or none but an 
accidental one, with the idea involved in the word genius / It is clear 
that from the Homan conception (whencesoeier emanating) of the natal 
Genius, ns the secret and central representative of what is most char- 
acteristic and individu.ol in the nature of every human being, are 
derived alike the notion of the genial and our modem notion of genivs 
as contradistinguished from talent 

2 As another broad character of distinction between genius and 
talent, I would observe — ^that genius diflbrentiatcs a man from all 
other men , whcieos talent is the same in one man ns in another that 
IS, Avheie it exists at all, it is the mete echo and reflex of the same 
talent, as seen in thousands of other men, diflering only by more and 
loss, but not at all in quality In genius, on the contrary, no two men 
were over duplicates of each other 

3 All talent, in Avhatsoevor class, reveals itself as an effort — as a 
connteraction to an opposing difliciilty or hindrance , whereas genius 
universally moves in headlong sympathy and concurrence with spon- 
taneous power Talent works universally by intense resistance to an 
antagonist force, svhereas genius works under a rapture of necessity 
and spontaneity 
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jewellery, I began to suPfci uiiacr the constrainls mcidcnt to 
a young person in such a situation — the situation, namely, 
of sedentary passn encss, uheie one is acted upon, but does not 
act Tlic music, in fact, u as all that continued to delight me ,, 
and, but for that, I believe I should haic had some difliculty 
in avoiding so monstrous an indecorum as j awning lycvise 
this faulty expression, however, on the qiot not the music 
only it was, but tlio music combined witli tlie dauciug, that 
so decplj impiessed me Tlie ball-ioom — a temporal 3' ciec-' 
tioii, with something of the character of a pavilion ahoiit it — 
wore an elegant and festal aii , the part allotted to the 
dancers being fenced off hy a gilded lattice-work, and owia- 
mented beautifully from the upper part with drooping 
festoons of flowers But all the luxury that spoke to the 
e3'e merely faded at once by the side of impassioned dancing, 
sustained h)' impassioned music Of all the scenes which 
this world offers, none is to me so profound!}’ interesting, 
none (I say it deliberately) so affecting, as tlie spectacle of 
men and women floating tlitough tbc mavcs of a, dance , 
under these conditions, howeier, that the music shall be 
iicb, resonant, and festal, tne execution of the dancers 
peifect, and the dance itself of a cliaracler to admit of frcc,- 
fluent, and continuous motion. But tins last condition will 
be sought vamly m the quadrilles, &c , winch have foi so 
many j'ears bani«lied the truly beautiful counlry-itances native 
to England Those whose taste and sensibility were so 
defectiie as to substitute for tbc leauiiful m dancing the, 
merely difficult, were sure, in the end, to transfer the deprava- 
tions of tins art from the opera-house to the floors of private 
ball-rooms The tendencies even then w eic m that direction * 
blit as yet they had not attained their final stage and the 
Enghsh country-dance 1 was still in estimation at the couits 

t 

^ This vrord, I am woU aware, grew out of the French word conifs 
danse, indicating the regular contraposition of male and fomalo partners 
in the first arrangement of the dancers Tlie word country dance was 
therefore originally a corruption , but, having once arisen and taken 
root in the language, it is far better to retain it m its colloquial form 
better, I mean, on the general principle concerned in sucli cases For 
it IS, in fact, by sucb comiptions, by offsets upon an old stock, arising 
' tbrongh Ignorance or mispronunciation ongmally, that every language 
IS frequently enriched , and new modifications of thought, unfolding^ 
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of pnnces Now', of all dances, tins is the only one, as a 
class, of winch you can tnilv describe the motion to he con- 
(imtov ^ — that is, not interrupted or fitful, but unfolding its 
fine mazes w ith the cquabilitj of light in its diffusion through 
fiee S2)ace. And w'herevei tlie music happens to be not of a 
light, tn\ial chiracfer, but charged wuth the spint of festal 
pleasuio, and the performers m the dance so far slalful as to 
betray no awkwa^ness veigmg on the ludicrous, I behove 
that manj people feel as I feel in such circumstances — viz , 
derive fiom the spectacle the very grandest form of passionate 
sadness which can belong to any spectacle whatsoever Sad- 
ness is not the o\act w oi'd , nor is there any w ord in any 
language (because none in the finest languages) which exactly 
expresses the stale , since it is not a depressing, but a most 
elevating state to which I allude And, certainly, it is easy 
to understand, that many states of pleasure, and in particular 
the highest, arc the most of all removed fiom ineminent 
The day on which a Eoman tnumi>hed was the most glad- 
some day of his e\islenco , it was the crowm and consumma- 
tion of hiB jirospeiity , jet assmcdly it was also to him the 
.most solemn of his days Festal music, of a iich and 
passionate character, is the most remote of any fiom vulgai 
Inlaiify Its very gladness and jiomp is iminegnated wutli 

thcinsehcs in tlio progress of society, generate for themsehes con- 
currently appropriate expressions Man> w ords m the Latin can he 
pointed out as having passed through this process It must not ho 
allowed to weigh against the validity of a word onco fairly naturalised 
hy use, that originally it crept m upon an ahuso or a corruption 
Prescription is as strong a ground of legitimation m a case of this 
natni-ii as it is in law And tho old axiom is applicable — Fieri non 
dihat, /actum valet 'Were it otheiwisc, languages would he robbed 
of much of their wealth And, universally, the class of purists, in 
matters of language, are liable to griexons suspicion, as almost con- 
staiitl) proceeding on half Knowledge and on insuflicicnt principles 
For example, if I bare read one, I have read tivcntj letters, addressed 
to newspapers, denouncing the name of a great quarter in London, 
Jtrary-lc-lone, as ludicrously uugiaramatical The wTiters had learned 
(or were learning) French , and they liad thus become aware that 
neither tlie article nor tho adjective was nght True, not right for the 
current age, hut porfcctlj right for the age m which the name arose 
hut, for w ant of elder French, they did not knoxv that in our Chaucer’s 
time both x\ ere right Ze xvos then the article fotnmino as well as 
masenline, and lone was then the true form for the adjective 




TUE NATION Or LONDON IPfe 

niimi m a ’tfafc of clotlhe attraction for e\crytlnng m 
li irmony "with its oami preiaihng key 

Tins pleasure, as nlnajs on similar occasions, I had at 
present, but naturally m a degree corresponding to the 
ciri.unjslaiKe'? of royal splendour through nhidi the scene 
roiolied, anil, if I have spent inther more words than 
fhonld reisonably haic been reipnsite in describing anj 
obvious state of emotion, it is not because, in itsclt, it is 
either \ ague or doubtful, but because it is diflicult, w ithout 
calliiig upon a reader for a little reflection, to com ince liim 
that there is not something paradovicvl in the assertion, that 
joy and festal pleasure, of the highest kind, ate liable to a 
iiahiral combination with solemmtj, or even with melancholy 
the most pi-ofoiind Yet, to speak in the mere simplicity of 
truth, so inysltnous is human iiatuic, and so little to be read 
bj bun who runs, that almost cverj* weighty aspect of truth 
njwn that theme will he found at fii-st sight to be staitling, 
or sometimes jiaradoMcal And so little need is theic for 
cliasmg'or courting paradox, that, on the contraiy, he who is 
faithful to his own experiences wnll find all his eflorts little 
enough to keeji down the paradoxical air besieging much of 
what he hmes to bo the truth No iiinn needs to starch for 
paradox in this viorld of ours Let Inin sunplj- confine him- 
self to the lintli, and he will find paradox growing eveiy- 
where under Iu& hands as rank as weeds Foi new' tiuths of 
importance are rarely agreeable to any piccoiiceived theones 
— that IS, cannot be explained by these theories , which are 
insufficient therefore, even where they are true And 
universally it must he borne in mind — that not that is 
paradox vvluch, seeming to he true, is upon examination 
false, hut that which, seenimg to be false, inaj upon cxaimna- 
' lion be found true ' 

The pleasure of which I have been speaking belongs to 

' And therefore it was with stnet propnetj tint Bojle, anxious to 
fix puhlic attention upon some fmths of hydrostatics, published them 
ftiowedlj ts jxirmloxcs Acconling to the false popular notion of what 
it is that consbtutes a paridox, Boyle should he taken to mem that 
these hjdiostatic theorems were fallacies But far from it Bojle 
•solicits attention to these propositions — not as seeming to be true and 
turning out false , but, reiersclj, as wearing an air of falsehood and 
turning out true. 
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weight upon its gaiety which no condescensions fioin the 
liighesfc q^narler could leniove This infelicitous arrange- 
ment forced the thoughts of all present upon the c\altod 
rank of the parties which could dictate and exact so uiiuBiial 
an assortment And that i-aiik, again, it presented to us 
' under one of its least happy aspects , as insulating a 
blooming young w’oman amidst the choir of her co-evals, 
and suriounding her ivilh dreadful sohludc amidst a vast 
crow'd of the young, the brave, the beautiful, and the accom- 
plished 

Meantime, as respected myself individually, I had leason 
‘ to be grateful every kindness and attention were shown to 
me. My inxntation I was sensible that I owed entiiely to 
mj' noble friend But, liming been invited, I fdt assiiied, 
fiom w’hat passed, that it was meant and pronded that I 
-should not, by any possibility, be suffered to think myself 
overlooked Lord "Westport and I communicated our 
thoughts occasionally by means of a language w Inch w e, m 
those days, found useful enough at tunes, and which bore tlie 
name of Zijfli The language and the name were both 
denved (that is, were immediately so deiii ed , for remotely 
the Zipli language may ascend to Nineveh) from Winchester 
Dr Mapleton, a phjsician m Bath, who attended me in 
concert with hfr Grant, an eminent suigeon, during the 
noudesoiipt malady of the head, happened to have had 
thiee sons at Wuidiester , and his reason for remoiung them 
IS w orth mentioning, as it illustrates the well-known system 
of fagging One or more of them show'ed to the quick 
medical eye of Dr Mapleton QTiiptonis of declining health , 
and, upon cross-questioning, he found that, being (as juniors) 
fags (that is, bondsmen by old prescription) to appointed 
seniors, they w'ere under the necessity of going out nightly 
into the town, for the puipose of executing commissions , but 
this wa-s nbt easy, ns alL the regular outlets were closed at an 
■“eaily hour In such a dilemma, any route, tliat was barely 
practicable at whatever risk, must be traversed by the lojal 
fag , and it so happened tliat none of any kind remained open 
or accessible, except one , and this one comimmication hap- 
pened to have escaped suspicion, simply because it lay 
through a succession of temples and seweis sacied to the 
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goddesses Cloacina and Sca\ engcrma That of itself n as not 
so extraordinary a fact the wonder lay in the number — - 
laz , seventeen. Such were the actual amount of sacred edi- 
fices, which, through all their dust, and garbage, and meplutic 
morasses, these misemble vassals had to thread all but tverj 
night of the week. Dr Mapleton, when he had made this 
discoveiy, ceased to w onder at the medical sj mptoms , and, 
as fagcjay was an abuse too venerable and sacred to be 
touched by jirofane hands, he lodged no idle complaints, but„ ’ 
simply remoied his sons to a school where the Serbonian 
bogs of the subterraneous goddess might not intemect the 
nocturnal line of march so very often. One day, during the 
worst of my illness, when the kind-hearted doctor was 
attempting to amuse me with this anecdote, and asking me 
whether I thought Hannibal would have attempted his 
march over the Little St Bernard, supposing that he and the 
elephant which he rode had been summoned to eiqilore a 
route through seventeen similar nuisances, he went on to 
mention the one sole accomplishment which his sons had 
imported from Winchester This was the Ziph language, 
communicated at Winchester to any aspirant for a fiied fee 
of one half-gumea, but which the doctor then communicated 
to me — as I do now' to the reader — gt ahs I make a present 
of tins language without fee, or pnce, or entrance-money, to 
my honoured leader , and let him understand that it is 
undoubtedly a bequest of elder times Perhaps it may be 
co-ei al wnth the Pyramids For in the famous “ Essay on a 
Philosophical Character ” (I forget w’hether that is the exact 
title), a large folio written by the ingenious Dr Wilkins, 
bishop of Chester,^ and published early in the reign of 
Charles II, a folio which I, in youthful days, not only read 
but studied, this language is recorded and accurately de- 
scribed amongst many other-modes of cryptical communica- 
tion, oral and visual, spoken, written, or ^mbohc And, as 
the bishop does not speak of it as at all a recent invention, it 

^ Tins Dr IVilkins was related bymarmge to Cromwell, and is 
better known to the world, perhaps, by his Rssaj on the possibility of 
a passage (or, as the famous author of the “Pursuits of Literature” said, 
b} waj of an Dpiscopal metaphor, the possibility of a iranelaiwn) to 
tbe moon * 
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maj* piobably at that time liai e been legarded as au antique 
device foi conducting a conversation in seciecy amongst by- 
standei's, and this advantage it lias, that it is applicable to 
all languages alike , nor can it possibly be pcnctiatcd b 3 ' one 
not initiated in tbe mysteij' The secret is this (and the 
grandeur of simplicitv at any rate it lias) — ^repeat tbe Yo^\el 
or dipbtliong of eieiy syllable, piefiMiig to the von el so 
repeated the letter G Thu^ foi example — Shall nc go 
away in an hour? Tliiee hom-s n-e have aheady staid 
This in Zipli becomes — Shagall wcge gogo agawagay igin agan 
hougonr 2 Threcgcc Jioiigovi s wcge hagave agalreagcadygy stagaid.^ 

It must not he sujiposed that Zipli proceeds slonly A veiy 
little practice gn es the greatest fluency^ , so that even now, 
though ceitamly I cannot have practised it for fifty years, 
mj poncr of speaking the Ziph lemains unimpaired I 
forget nliether in the Bisliop of Chester’s account of this 
crjptical language the consonant intercalated he Q or not 
Evidently any consonant will answer the pm pose. F or L 
would be softer, and so far better 

In this learned tongue it was that my friend and I 
communicated our feelmgs, and having staid nearly four 
lioul-s, a time quite suillcient to expiess a propei sense of 
the lionoui, we depaited , and, on emei-giiig into the open 
liigli-Toad, wo threw up our bats and buzzaed, meamng no 
soit of disi'espect, but fiom uncontioUable pleasure in 
recovered bberty 

Soon after tbis w'e left Eton for Ireland Our first de- 
stination being Dublin, of course we went bj' Holyhead Tbe 
loule at that time, fiom Sontbem England to Dublin, did not 
(as in elder and in latei daj's) go round by Chester A few’ 
miles after lea^'lng Sbrew’sbnry, somewhere about Osw estiy, 
it entered North Wales , a stage foitber brought us to the 
celebrated \ale of Llangollen , and, on reaching tbe approach 
to this about sunset on a beaufaful evening of June, I fiist 
found mj'sdf amongst the mountains , a feature in natural 
sceneiy for w'hicb, from my earliest day^ it was not ex- 

1 One omission occurs to me oa re\ievang tins account of the Zipli > 
— which IB, that I should haie directed the accent to be placed on the 
intercalated sj liable thus skip becomes skigip, with the emphasis on 
gtp , ran becomes rugHn, &e. 
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travagant to say that I had hungeied and thirsted. In no 
one expectation of my life liave I been less disappointed , 
and I may add, that no one enjojment has less decayed or 
palled upon my continued experience A mountainous region, 
with a slendei population, and that of a simple pastoral 
chuactcr , behold my chief conditions of a pleasant peiinanent 
dwollnig-place ' But, thus far I hai e altered, that now I 
should greatly prefer forest scencrj — such as the Hew Forest^ 
or the Forest of Dean in Gloucestershire The mountains of 
Wales range at about the same elevation ns those of Horthem 
England , tliree thousand and four to six hundred feet being 
the extreme limit which they reach Generally speaking,* 
their foms are less picturesque mdividually, and they are 
less happily grouped than their English brethren. I have 
since also been made sensible bj Wordsivorth of one grievous 
defect in the structure of the Welsh valleys , too generally 
they take the basin shape — ^the level area at their foot does 
not detach itself u ith sufficient precision from the dcclii dies 
that surround them Of tins, however, I uas not nuaie at 
the time of first seeing Wales , although the striking effect 
from the opposite form of the Cumberland and Westmoreland 
valleys, which almost universally present a flat area at the 
base of the surrounding lulls, level, to use Wordsworth’s 
expression, "as the floor of a temple,” would, at any Kite, have 
anested my ej e, as a circumstance of impressive beauty, even 
though the want of such a feature might not, in any case, 
hav e affected me as a fault As something that had a positive 

value, this characteristic of the Cumbrian vallejs had fixed 
my attention, but not as any tellmg point of conlra«t against 
the Cambrian valleys No faults, however, at that eaily age 
disturbed my pleasure, except that, after one whole day’s 
travelling (for so long it cost us between Llangollen and 
Holjhead), the want of water struck me upon review as 
painfully remarkable Fiom Conway to Bangor (sev enteen 
miles), w e w ere often in sight of the sea , but fresh vi atcrw ehad 
seen hardlj any , no lake, no stream much beyond a brook. 
This IS certainly a conspicuous defect in North Wales,' con- 
sidered as a region of fine scenery The few lakes I have 
since become acquainted with, as that near Bala, neal 
I’eddkelert, and bej ond Machj nleth,are not attractiv^e ciUies in 
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tljoiJ forms or in tlieir acconipannnents tlie Bila Lake Lemg 
mcagiv and insipid the others .i!s it -weie iinfnn«hed, and 
unaccompanied n ith iiieir furnitiii’e of n'ood 
' At the Head (to call it hy its common colloq^iiial name) 
ne ivere detained a few days m those iinsteainiiig times hy 
foul winds Our time, hoi\ ever, thanks to the hospitality of 
a ceitain Captain Skiimci on that station, did not hang heavy ^ 
on our hand's though we were impiisoned, as it weio, on a 
dull rock ; for Holyhead itself is a little ishmd of lock, an ’ 
insulated dopendoncyof Anglesea; which, again, is a little insu- 
lated dependency of North Wales. The packets on this station 
were at that time lucrative commands , and they w'cre given 
(peihaps arc' given) to post'-captams m tlio naij Captain 
Skinner was celehrated foi his conni lal talents , ho did the 
honours of the place in a hospitable stale , dailv asked ns to 
dine with him, and seemed as meahaubtible in his wit as in 
his hospitality 

Tins answered one pmpose, at least, of special com enience 
to OUT party at that moiuent it kept us from all necessity of 
meeting each other duniig the day, except under circum- 
' stances w*here we escaped the necessity of anv familiar com- 
munication Why that should have become desirable arose 
upon the following mystenous change of relations between 

oursdieH and the Bov. Mr Gr , Loixl Westport s tutor 

On the last day of our jouniey, Mr 6 , who had accompanied 
us thus ftir, but now at Holjlicad was to leaie us, suddcnlj* 
took offence (or, at least, then first dmeed his oflence) at 
something we liad said, done, or omitted and never spoke 
one sj liable to cither of ns again Being both of us amiably 
disposed and incapable of having seriously meditated mlher 
word or deed likely to wound any person’s feelings, we were 
much hint at the time, and often retraced the little incidents 
upon the road, to discoier, if possibli^ what it was that had 
laid ns open to misconstruction But it remamed to both 
of us a lasting mystery This tutor was an Irishman, of 
Tnnity College, Dublin ; and, I believe, of considerable pre- 
tensions as a Eobolar , but, being reserved and hanghti”, or 
else presuming in ns a knowledge of our offence, which we 
really had not, he gave ns no opomng for any explanation 
^ Wntten t«ent} yeai> ago 
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To the last moment, liowcvei, he manifesled a iJiincliliouB 
legard to tlie duties of Ins cliargc Ho accompanied us in our 
boat, on a dark and gusty niglit, to the packet, ivlncli lay a 
little out at sea He sau us on board , and then, standing 
up for one moment, he said, “ Is all light on deck ? ” — “ All 
Tight, sir,” sang out the ship’s steward — "Ha\e you, Lord 
Westport, got jour boat-cloak mtli joii?” — “Yes, sir” — ' 

“ Then pull away, hontmen ” We listened for a time to the ’ 
measured beat of his retreating oars, mai veiling more and more 
at the atrocious nature of our crime which could thus avail 
to intercept even his last adieus I, for my part, never saw 
him again , nor, as I haie reason to think, did Lord Westpoik 
Neither did we ever unravel the mjstery 

As if to iriitatc our curiosity stdl more, Loid Wcstpoit 
showed me a torn fragment of paper in his tutor’s hand- 
writing, which, together with others, had been throivn (as he 
believed) purposely in his way If ho W’as right in that 
belief, it appeared that he had missed the particular fragment 
which was designed to ruse the veil upon onr guilt for the 
one he produced contained exactly tliese woids — ^f'With 
respect to your ladyship’s anxiety to know how far the 
acquaintance w’lth Mr de Q. is likely to be of service to your 

son, I think I may now venture to say that " There 

tlie sibylline fragment ended , nor could we toiture it into 
any further revelation However, both of us saw the 
propriety of not ourselves practising any mystery, nor giiuiig 
any advantage to Mr Q by imperfect communications ; and 
accordinglj, on the day after we reached Dubhn, we addressed 
a circumstantial account of our journey and our little mystery 
to Lady Altainont in England , for to her it was clear that 
the tutor had confided his mj'stcrioiis wrongs Her ladj'ship 
answered with kindness, but did not throw any light on the 
problem which exercised at once our memories, our skill in 
conjectural interpretation, and our sincere regrets Lord 
W estport and I regretted much that there had not been a wider 
margin attached to the fragment of Mr G ’s letter to Lady, 
Altamont , in which case, as I could readily have mimicked 
'his style of writing, it would have been easy for me to fill up - 
thus — “lYitli respect to your ladyslup’s anxiety, &c, I 
think I may now venture to say that, if the solar system were ' 
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seal died, tliere could not be found a companion more seiTice- 
able trO j our son than Mr do Q lie speaks tlic Zipli most 
beautifully He nujites it, I am told, classically And if 
there were a Ziph nation as ivcU ns a Zipli language, I am 
«alisficd that he would veiy soon bo at the head of it , as ho 
already is, beyond all competition, at the head of the Ziph 
lileiatiirc” Lady Altainont, on leccmng this, would in- 
fallibly haie supposed linn mad , she would have writlcn so 
to all her lush friends, and would have conmieuded the pool 
gentleman to the care of his ncaicst kinsmen , and thus we 
should have had some little indemnification foi the annoyance 
he had caused us I mention this trifle, simply because, 
trifle as it is, it involved a mystery, and fiunishes an occasion 
for glancing at that topic Mysteiies as deep, ivith lesults a 
little more impoitant and foundations a little sounder, have 
many times crossed me in life , one, for instance, I recollect 
at this moment, known pretty evtensively to the neighbour- 
hood in w'liich it ocouircd It w ns in the county of S 

A ladj'- manied, and mnnied weU, ns ivas thought About 
twelve months afterwards, she returned alone in a post-chaise 
to her father’s house , paid, and herself dismissed, the 
postilion at the gale , entered the house , ascended to 
the room in which she had passed her youth, and knowTi in 
the family by her name , took possession of it again , in- 
timated by signs, and by one short lettei at her first ariival, 
what she ivould req^Uire , lived for nearly twenty years in this 
state of La Trappe seclusion and silence , nor ever, to the hour 
of her death, explamed what mrciimstances had dissolved the 
supposed happy connection she had formed, or what had 
become of her husband Hei looks and gestures were of a 
nature to repress all questions in the spint of mere ciiiiosity , 
and the spirit of ailection naturally respected a secret which 
W'as guarded so severely This might be supposed a Spanish 
tale , yet it happened in England, and in a pretty populous 
neighbourhood The romances which occur in real life are 
too often connected with circumstances of criminality in some 
one among the parties concerned , on that account, more than 
any other, they arc often suppressed , else, judging by the 
number wdiich have fallen ivithin my own knowdedge, they 
must be of more frequent occurrence than is usually supposed. 
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Among sucli romances, lliosc cases, pciliaps, loim uA nniustial 
piopoition in young, innocent, and high*n»ndc<l 

persons liaie made a sudden dipcoieij' of sonic gieat pro- 
fligacy or deep unuoitlnncss in llie person toMlioni tllc^ Imd 
suriendered tlicir enliie aflections That sliock, nioie tlnn 
any otlier, is capable of blighting, in one hour, llic 1111016 
aftei eMfaknce, and soinelinies of at once ovcilhroiiuig the 
balance of life or of reason Instances I liai c known of both , 
and such afflictions aic the less open to anj nlleiiation, that 
sometimes they arc of a nature so dcliuitc as to piechuie all 
confidential communication of them to another ; and some- 
times It M ould be even dangerous, in a legal sense, to com- 
municate them 

A Poit of adientuie occurred, and not of a kind pleasant 
to lecall, even on this slioit lojage The passage to Dublin 
from the Head is ahoiit sixty miles, I believe , ""vet, from 
haflhiig Minds, it cost us iipuards of thirty hours. On the 
second day, going upon deck, mc found that our only fellon- 
passeuger of note m us a Monian of rank, tolebraled for her 
beauty , and not uudesencdlj , for a loicl} crealuic she 
Mas. The bodi of her travilluig coach had been, as usual, 
unslung fiom the “cairiage” (bj wliicli is leclmically meant 
the M heels and the peich), and placed upon deck '^This she 
used as a place of retieat from the sun during the day, and as 
a resting-place at night Foi iiant of more interesting 
coiupamoiip, she ini ited us, during the day, into litr coach } 
and Me taxed our abilities to make oiu selves as entertaining 
^ Mc could, foi Me Mere greatlj fascinated by the lad 3’8 
heautj The second night pioved xavy sultry , and Lonl 
\\ ostpoit and nijself, suflciing from the oppression of the 
cabin, left our berths, and lay, ivrapiicd up on cloaks, upon 
deck Haling talked for some hours, Me ivcie both on the 
point of fulling asleep, Mlien a stealth} tread near our heads 
aM oke us It m as sfaihght , and we traced betM ecu ourselves 
and the sky the outline of a man’s figure Lying upon a 
mass of larpaulms, we Mere ourselves nndistinguishable, and 
le ligiue moved in the direction of the* coach Our firel 
loiight Mas to raise an alarm, scarcely doubting that the 
purpose of the man was to rob the unprotected lady of her 
watci or purse. But, to our astonisbuient, we saw the 
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eolcli-door silently smng open undei a toucli iiom mthtn 
All vrag as silent as a dream , the iiguic enteied^ tlie door closed, 
and ne Avere left to mterpret the case as A\e might Strange 
it Alas that tins lady conld peinut herself to calculate upon 
absolute concealment in such circumstances We recollected 
afteiAsaids to have heard some indistinct rumour buzzed 
about the packet on the day precedmg, that a gentleman, 

and some ei’en spoke of him by name as a Colonel , 

for some nnknomi purpose, was concealed m the steerage 
of the packet And other appearances mdicated that the 
affair was not entirelj* a secret even amongst the lady’s 
serA'anfe To both of its the story proclaimed a moral 
already sufficiently current — viz , that Avomen of the highest 
and the A’cry loAvest rank are alike tlironn too much into 
situations of danger and temptation I might mention some 
additional circumstances of crimmal a^avation in this lady’s 
case , but, as they would tend to pomt out the real person 
to those acquainted with her history, I shall forbear She 
has since made a noise in the woild, and has maintained, I 
believe, a tolerably fair reputation Soon after sunrise Ae 
next morning, a heaA'cnly morning of June, we dropped our 
anchor in the famous bay of Dublm There Aias a dead 
calm • the sea was like a lake , and, as we Avere some miles 
from the Pigeon-House, a boat was manned to put us on 
shore Tlie lovdy lady, unaware that A\e Avere parties to her 
guilty secret, AV'ent Avith us, accompanied by her numerous 
attendants, and looking ns beautiful, and hardly less innocent 
than an angeL Long afteriA ards. Lord Westport and I met 
her, hanging upon the arm of her husband, a manly and 
good-natured man, of polished manners, to AA'hom she intro- 
duced us . for she voluntarily challenged us as her felloAv- 
voyagers, and, I suppose, had no suspicion which pointed in 
oiu direction. She even joined her husband in cordially 
pressing us to visit them at their magnificent chateau Upon 
u^ meantime, Aihatever might be her leAntj, the secret of 
Avhich accident had put us m possession pressed Avith a 
weight of awe , Ave shuddered at our OAvn discovery , and we 
both agreed to diop no hint of it m any direction ^ 

* Lord "Westport’s age at that tune Avas the same as my own — ^that 
is, we both wanted a few months of bemg fifteen [a mis-recollcotion • 

VOL I ' ^ 
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Landing aTiout tliree nules fiom DuLlin (according to my 
present rememTimnce, at Dunlcnry), a\c were not long in 
reaolung Sackvillo Street ^ 

see footnote, njit^ p 162 — M] Butl Imd Itio •id\anlago, perhaps, in 
thoughtfulness and observation of life Being thoronghly free, hou c\ or, 
from opinionatiieness, Lord AV'eslport readily came oicr to any news 
of mine for Minch I could shoiv sufficient grounds And on this 
occasion I found no difficulty in con\ mcing him — that honour and fidelity 
did not form sufficient guarantees for the custody of secrets Presence 
of mind so as to revive one’s obligations in time, tenacity of recollection, 
and vigilance over one’s own momentary slips of tongue, so as to keep 
watch over indirect disclosures, are aWo requisite And at that time I 
had an instance within my own remembrance where a secret had been 
betrayed by a person of undoubted honour, but most iuadrcrtcntl> 
betrayed, and in pure oblivion of his engagement to silence Indeed, 
unless where the secret is of a nature to aflect some person's life, I do 
not believe that most people would remember bej ond a period of two 
>eaTs tho most solemn obligations to secrcc} After a lapse of lime, 
varying of course with the person, the substance of tlio secret will 
remain upon the mind but how he came by the secret, or under what 
circumstances, he will very probably have forgotten It is unsafe to 
rely upon the most religious or sacramental ohligntion to secrecy, 
unless, together with the secret, you could transfer also a magic rmg 
that should, by a growing pressure or puncture, sting a man info 
timely alarm and warning 
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Ix SackMlle Street «too<l the towni-house of Lonl Altaniont, 
atul hero, in the brcakfast-iooin, ne found the eail seated 
Long and inliiuately as I liad known Loixl Westport, it so 
lK\piv:ned that I h.ul never seen his father, who had, indeed, 
of late altno'^t plcdge<l luin%elf to a continued residence in 
Jrwland hy his own patriotic eamestne's ns an agricultural 
improper, whilst for his son, under the didicultics and 
dcsiava at that tune of all traielliiig, anj residence wlnteicr 
in England seemed preferable, but especiallj a lasulencc mth 
his mother amongst the relatiics of his distinguished 
EnglWi grandfather, and in such close neighhouihood to 
Eton Lord AUamont once told me, that tlie journey 
outward and iiiwaid between Eton and Wcbtport, taking 
into m count all the unaioidable deviations from the direct 
route in compliance with the claims of kinship, &u (a case 
which ill Ireland foiced a traieller often into a jiii^ietiial 
7ig-zag\ counted up to something more than a tliou&and 
inilca Tliat is, m elTect, when vidued in loss of time, and 
allowance being made for the want of contimittr/ in those 
parts of the travelling sj-steni that did not accurately dovetail 
into each other, not less than one entire fortnight must ho 
annually sunk upon a labour that yielded no commensurate 
fruifc ITenco the long three -years intciial which had 

^ I’lrst tvo paragriplts new , but tJio rest substantiallj a repro- 
dnction of a portion of Dc Qdincoj's autobiognpbical paper in Tail's 
l^faijamie for April 1834 — M 



212 


ADTOBIOGBiVPHy 


Beparatcd fatliei and son and lienee iny o^\n nen'ous’ 
apprehension, as ne -were racing through the suhafbs of 
Dublin, that I should unavoidably laj a flooring rc«tr,unt 
upon that ro-union to nhich, after such a separation, both 
fathci and son must liaio looked fonvaid nith anticipation 
BO anxious Such cases of iiiniilentioiml intia«ion ate at 
times inevilahle, but, even to the least sensitne, they aie 
always distressing , most of all they are so to the intruder, 
who m fact feels himself m the odd position of a cinninal 
without a crime He is in the situation of one who might 
have happened to be chased bj a Bengal tiger (or, say that 
the tiger were a shcnlTs-oflicer) into the very centre of the 
Eleusiinan mj stones. Do not tease me, mv leader, by 
alleging that there were no sheriir’s-olTicers at Athens or 
Eleusis Not many, I admit but perhaps quite as many as 
there were of Bengal tigers In such a case, under whtttcier 
compulsion, the man has i lolated a holy scelusion He has 
seen that which he onglit not to have seen , and he is viewed 
wuth horror by the piivileged spectators Should he plead 
that this was his misfortune, and not Ins fault, the answer 
W'ould he — “True it was yom misfortune, vie know- it} 
and it is our misfoitune to be under the necessitv of hating 
you for It ” But there was no cause for similar fenra at 
present so uiufomily considerate m his kindness was Lord 
Altamont It is true, that Lord IVestport, ns an only child, 
and a child to he proud of — for he was at that tune lather 
handsome, and conciliated general goodwill by his engaiiing 
manners — was vnewed by his father with an anxiety' of love 
that sometimes became almost painful to w itncss Bnt tins 
natural self-surrender to a first iiivolunlaiy emotion Loid 
Altamont did not sufier to usurp any such lengthened 
expression as might too painfully have reminded me of being 
“ one too many” One solitaiy half-rainiite being paid down 
as a tnbute to the sanctities of the case, lus next care was 
to withdraw me, the strangei, fiom any oiiprcssivc^ feeling of 
strangership And accordingly, so far from rccvlising the 
sense of being an intruder, in one minute, under his courteous 
welcome, I had come to feel that, as the companion of his 
one darling upon earth, me also he comprehended w itliiii his 
paternal ragarda 
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It iQiist have been nine o’clock precisely when ^^e cutcied 
the breakfast-room So much I know by an a pnori argu- 
ment, and could wish, thcrefoie, that it had been scientifically 
impoilaiit to know it — as impoitan^^ mstance, as to know 
the occu lfation of a star or the trffiafofi Venus to a second 
Poi theVrh uas at that moment placed on the table , and' 
ihough Ireland, as a whole, is privileged to be irregular, yet 
such was our SackviUe Street regularity, that not so muchr' 
nine o’clock announced this peiiodic ei ent, as inversely this 
eient announced nine o’clock And I used to affiira, 
however shocking it might sound to poor threadbare 
niel-aphysicians, incapable of transcendental truths, that not 
nine o’clock was the cause of revealing the breakfast um, 
but, on the contrary, that the revelation of the breakfast 
um was the true and secret cause of nine o’clock — a 
phenomenon uliich otherwise no candid reader Mill pretend 
that he can satisfactorily account for, often as he has IcnouTi 
it to come round The um uas already' throumg up its 
column of fuming mist , and the breakfast-table was covered 
•with June flowers sent by a lady on the chance of Lord 
■Westport’s aniial It was clear, therefore, that we were 
expected, but so we had been for three or four days 
previously , and it illustrates the enormous uncertainties of 
traielling at tins closing era of the eighteenth century, that 
for three or four days more we should have been expected 
without the least anxiety, in case anything had occurred to 
detain us on the road In fact, the possibility of a Holy head 
packet being lost had no place in the catalogue of adierse 
contingencies — ^not even when calculated by mother's To 
come by way of Liverpool or Parkgate, was not without 
grounds of reasonable fear I myself had lost acquaintances 
(schoolboys) on each of those lines of transit Neither 
Bnstol nor Milford Haven was entirely cloudless in reinita- 
tion But from Holyhead only one packet had ever been 
lost , and that was in the days of Queen Anne, when I hare 
good' reason to think that a villain was on board who hated 
the Duke of Marlborough so that this one exceptional case, 
far frbiii being looked upon as a public calamity, w'oiild, of 
coin se,3e^ received tlianlJully, as cleansing the nation from 
a scamp 
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liclniul >\n8 fctiU aninkiiig with llic etnlipis of ictu'lhon , 
and Lord Cornwallis, Mho liad hcon epnt csjiui'-ly fo oxtin- 
guish it, and had ivon the rojmtation of hai ing Xulfilk'd tins 
mission with energy and success, was then tlio Lord-Lien- 
tenant, and at that moinuil he was logardcd with more 
interest than aiij other ]uihlic man Accoidingly 1 w.ts not 
soiry when, two mornings after onr amial, Loifl Altainont 
said to ns at hruikfast, “Now, if jou wish to see what 1 
call a gieat man, go with me this monting, and jon ‘•hall ' 
see Lord Cornwallis , foi that man who has given ])tacc both 
to the East and to the West — taming a tiger in the SlyFore 
that hated England as inncli as llaunihal hated llonn, and 
in Ireland pulling up hi the roots i Eicnch iniasion, con\' 
bined with an Irish insnrre'etion — will n1wa}8 for mt innk 
ns a gicat man” We willniglv aecoinjinnicd the carl to 
the Phoenix Park, wheie the Loul - Lieutenant was then^ 
residing, and were pnialelj prc>-ented to him I had seen 
an cngiaving (celebrated, I helieie, in its dnj) »l Lord 
Cornwallis icceiiing the young kljsoro punces as luist,iges. 
at Soringapatain , and I knew the outline of his piihlio 
services This gaie me an additional inteiest in seeing 
him but I w ns disippointed to find no Imccs in his manner 
of the energy and aeliiitj I picsuined him to poascss, he 
seemed, on tlic contraij, slow oi even henv}, but benevolent 
and consulciatc in a degree which won the confidenee nt 
once Him we s,iw often , for Lord AlUimont look ns with 
him whercici and wheneicr we wished , and me in parlieiilai 
(to whom the Irish Icadei’s of societj weio ns yet entirely 
unknown by sight) it gratificel highly to see pemonn of 
nstorical names — names, I mean, Instoiically coimccled 
with the great events of Elivahcth’s or Cromw_cll’a era- 
attending at the Plirenix Park But the persons whom 1 
leineinber most distinctly of all whom I was then in the 
habit of seeing, were Lord Claic, the Oiantelloi, tlic late 
Uord Londondeny (tlien Casncrcagh), at that tune the Irish 
Oliancellor of the Excheqnci, and the Spoakei of the House 
0 Commons (kfr Foster, since, I hehevo, created Loial Oriel) 

1 1 the Speaker, indeed. Lord Altainont had inoie antiinalc 
p’ounds of connection than with any other public man , both _ 
eing devoted to the encouragement and jicrsonal super- 
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mtovlcnw of impioxtroMit" Both wcie 

Iwut on iiiirofiumtf:, llnsjiigli inodds tlifrifsctl ovtftisnelj* 
on tlmr ownc'Utes Inislnmlrj', English impixivert 

Ins'CiU of I'ollk', nn«l, svluitJ that was posMblo, English 
fipitnt an<i slull, inlo iIk ruwl (.conoui\ of Iruhnul 

Aniong«l Iho sploiiflul spcctacliis which I witnesscil, as 
thf j.iO'sI spit ntlhl I nnv mention an InsUUation of the 
Knightjj of Bl P.itriclv There wire si\ hnights iiistaUcil 
on ihi'- o'e.i«i(in, one ol the six being Loid Altainont He 
luul, no iloubt, Tecoi\cil his nbaiul as a reward for his pailm 
tncntiri \otcs, and cspeci!ill> in the nnlter of the Union 
yet, froni all Ills con\crsalion upon that tpiostion, and fioii 
the gtnetnl conn icutioiisnoss of his private life, I am con 
\utctl that hem ted nil along upon patriotic inotnes, aiw 
in obclience to his real mws (whether right oi wrong 
of the Irish inferc'ls One chief reason, indeed, wind 
detained ns in Dublin, was the ncces'-it} of Bl.iMiig foi tin 
patticulnr Tiislallalion At one tune, l4ord AHainont hni 
desigmd to take hi» son and mjM'lf foi the two esquire' 
who attend the new -made hnight, nicorduig to the iitual o 
this cereiiionj , hut that plan was laid aside, on Icaiinnj 
that the other five knight'- were to he attended b,\ adults 
and thus, from being ]vnt,ikcrs as nctois, m} friend and ] 
becnniti sinude spectiilors of tins splendid scene, winch took 
phue in the Cathedral of St Patrick So easilj does incie 
eAtenml pomp shp out of the memory, as to all its circiun- 
staniial items, leaving behind nothing bejond the general 
impression, that at this moment I remember no one incident 
of the whole ccrcmoninl, except that some foolish person 
hughed aloud as the knights went up with llieir offerings to 
the altar , the object of this unfeeling laiighler being 
apparently Loid AUamout, x\ho ]in]>i)cncd to bo lame — a 
singular instance of Iciity to exlubit witlim the walls of 
siidi a building, and at the most solemn iiait of such a 
ceremonv, which to inj mind had a tlneefold giajideur 
first, as ’lymhohf and shadowy, secondly, as icprcsenting tlie^ 
intcilacingb of clnvaliy w ith leligion in the highest aspira- 
tioiis^fbotli , thirdly, as mtjonal — placing the hcialdrics 
and militaiy pomps of a people, so memorably faitlifiil to 
St Pctei’’s chan, at the foot of the altar Loid fl’estport 
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and I Bat with Lord and Lady Ca<-tlereagh They ■were holh 
young at this time, and both noro an imiirc'S'si^ o appearance 
of youthful happincBS, neither, happily for tlicir ireacc of 
mind, able to pierce that cloud of years, not much more 
than twenty, which dnidcd them from the day destined in 
one hour to wreck the happiness of botli. IVc had mot 
both on other occasions , and their com ersation, thiough 
the course of that day’s pomps, was the most inferesting 
circumstance to me, and the one which I rcraenibcr wntli 
most distinctness of all that belonged to the Installation. 
By the way, one morning, on occasion of some com ersation 
arising about Insli bull's, I made an agreement inth Lord 
,Altamont to note down in a memorandum-book everything 
throughout mv stay in Ii eland which, to my feeling as an 
Englishman, should seem to be, oi slionld approach to, n 
bull And tins day, at dinner, I reported fmm,Lady 
Castlcrengh’s conversation wliat struck me as sucli Lord 
Altamont laugbcd, and said, “My dear child, I am cony that 
it should so bap]icn, for it is bad to stumble at the beginning 
your bull is certainly a bull ' , but as certainly Lady Castlc- 
reagli is your countrywoman, and not an Inshwomtin at all ” 
Lady' Castlereagli, it seems, was a daughter of Lord Buck- 
mgbainsliire , and her maiden name w as Lady' Emily Hobart 
One other public scene there was about tins time in 
Dublin, to the eye less captivating, but far moic so in a 
moral sense, more significant practically, more burdened 
with hope and with fear This was the ilnnl raUilc&luui 
of the hill which united Ireland to Great Britain. I do not 
know that any one public act, or celebration, or solemnity, 


Tlio idea of a hull is even yet undefined , vvlucli is most oxlm- 
ordin-irj, considering that JIiss Iklgeworlli 1 ms applied all her tact 
and iltustrativc povver to fnmish the mailer for such a definition , and 
Coleridge all Ins plulosoplno subtlety (but in tins instance, I tbink, 
with a most infelicitous result) to furnish its form But both liavo ' 
been too fastidious m their admission of bulls llius, for example, 
Miss Edgeworth rejects, as no true bull, the common Joe Miller story, 
that, upon two Irishmen reaching Barnet, and being told that it was 
^lU twelve milra to London, ono of them remarked, “Ah ! just six 

E, IS no -hull, hut i sentimental 
11,0 I Jr® friendship divides our pains Nothing of 

^ kind Miss Edgeworth cannot have understood it llio bull is a 
true representative and oxemplarj specimen of the genus 
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in nn i>r ctmul, n innfh engage niy profonn^lcst 

ninTvilhne ■\Y'orsl‘v\v'ortli’‘t fmc mmof on tlio cxlmchon of 
thv* Vcit^'ii.ui I'cpubhp Im'l not fhen been pnblbhttl, Ibo 
la^S 4 -vmi linf^ \ranld li.uc cxpivi^sed my feelings Aftur 
admitli'ig tb»t ebange? bad labeii place >n Venice winch in 
ft ■ma.micr challcaigcd and prc'umcd this Ivt and niortil 
t.1nngi\ the poet goes on lo ■s'lj* that nil line long preparation 
for llic c\enl rcnild not break the shock of it» Venice, it is 
true, had become a shade , but, after nil, 

“Vo’j ircwe, nnit mtist gn«ro when c\en tho ehado 
or Ih'.t which once wns great bw pa»M nwaa '* 

Bill lierc the prc\ions urcunistances were far different 
from those «f Vcnico There we sawr a BUiicrannnatod and 
paralytic stale. Finking at any rale into the grove, and 
vieldintr, to the touch of miht,ary Molcncc, that only which 
a hrieflaps.' of jears must othciwiso have yielded to intomal 
decfti IFm, on the contrarj, wo saw a joung eagle, nsiiig 
into power, and rohltcd preinnturclj of her natnrol honours, 
onlj hcenupc she did not comprehend their \alne, or because 
at this great crisis she had no champion Ireland, in a 
politicil seme, was surtdy then m her joulh, considering the 
prodigtows developments she Ins Finco cxpcnonced m pojnihi- 
tion, and in resources of all kinds 

This great daj of Umok had been long looked forward to 
by me* with some mixed feelings also bj mj young friend, 
for be had an Irish heart, and was jealous of whatcier 
appeared to touch the haiuier of Ireland But it w ns not foi 
him to Fay anything which phould seem to impeach his 
father’s patiiolnni in xoling for tho Union, and pitnnoling it 
through his borough influence Yet oftentimes it Fccincd to 
me, Xvhen I introduced the subject, and sought lo leain from 
Lord Altainont the main grounds ivhich bad reconciled him 
and other men, anxions for the xiclfare of Ireland, to a 
measure wlndi at least lobhcd her of some Fjilcndoiir, and, 
ahovcf all, robbed her of a name and place amongst tho 
indqiendcut states of Uuropc — ^Ihnt neither father nor son 
was likely to be displeased shonld some great popular 
xiolcni c put force upon the recoidcd w ill of Parliament, and 
compd the two Houses to perpetuate themselves Doloious 
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they mti'.l of couree liavc looT^od, i» mac conMfclcnri , Imt I 
fUiccl tlMt inlcrnalh tbej A^onld 
Altamont, 1 am ceitiun, bolie^cd (as iinjlUlinlea belie < ) < 

Iiclaiid ^^o^lld be bettered bj tbc commercial 
conceded toiler as an mtcgial rruvince of 
would ba^c benebts wbiJi, as an independent J ^ 

bad not It is not<.nons tint this cMWctation nab 
icalised But let us ask, Could not a large part of tbe.c 
benefits have been sc cun d to Ireland, i-cinaiinng as she was i! 
■Were tbev, in anj seine dependent on the sacnfirc of her 
separate pailiament 1 For my pul. 1 bclitve that Mr 
Pitt’s motive for insisting on a Icgislilivc union vvas, 
small propoition, pnliaps, the somewhat elevated ^csi« 
connect his own iianic with the histoiaal changes 0 i 
empire , to have it stamped, not on events so fugituo «-■> 
tho=c of war and peace, liable to oblivion or ctdipsc, but on 
the permanent relations of its integral paits -In a sim 
larger proportion 1 believe his motive to have been o"*- ^ 
pure convenience, the wish to cwpeiatc himself from tut 
intolerable vexation of a double pailiament In a govetii- 
ment such as ours, so care laden at anv rate, it is ceitam > 
inoit liarossing to have the fcibk of solKiting a measure >J 
management and lutlucncc Ivv icc ovan — two trials to orgamw, 
two storms of anxiclj to fate, and two rcfmclorj ® 

discipline, instead of one It must al'o be conceded that no 
Treasmj inttnuicc could ahrny^ nvail to pieveiit injiuious 
collisions between acts of the Irish and the British Pai la- 
ments In Dublin, as in London, the government must lay 
its account w ith being ocui''ionall> outvoted, this vvould e 
likelj to happen petuliailj upon lii«h questions And ac s 
of favour or protection w ould at times pass on behalf of Iiish 
interests, not only clashing with moiw general ones of the 
central government, hut indirect! j nUo (thiongh the virtue 
consolidation of the tw o islands since the era of slcam) open- 
ing endless means for evading British acts ev en within their 
own separate sphere of opoi it ion On these considerationt^ 
even an Irishman must grant that public com eniencc calle 
for the absorption of all local or provincial snpiemacits into 
the central supremacy Anil there were two brief arguments 
vvhicli gave w eight ^to those considerations first, that the 
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ifUlj {o ,u^t, fliH'i ttUuii j.j I nw *“ /(Ot-v' mt'oii) fmin 
w.. jt m ini*-!!'!!! tt.i' j'l'iminlc ol r< nh alit 

liMii for Jji- tilht'V c\i<ft4i ot nnili:nl’‘;5it TJio 
1*1 thf \«.y fun In. 't lu ok tin a ''ntml -';lu»(ttn ’ 

’►TtsiJs Jt-'-'l l.<inii«n n*- jKwtrlalh n't IvjjuIou mt-i 

t.pfiu fii"*, -i't lli,>t no (.ouuloqior I i*: uith it«5 usin 

I'rin’t* i‘ RUN itumhutfo lufliu'Uu' al tlu‘ caJitrc. 

]in(lo ami \.liicU nniM l^a^l to 

iluuu tltc rv’JeniiOii of an int!t|i< miout jnrli.uiiiut would 
* flu lily VT> 'ImU' am iniKlorn * Pouunjg^Att,' luiMm,' for 
il« ulfjrn lo picwut till* rolliMon of llu Im.il with tlic CfHltt»l 
p'^tKinu-Tit. ra*lj wouM lie t-upi-uuie witluu its own 
s^ili'ie, ami tlnre «i>liLa'« <nnW not 1>«1 chsli 'Ihe k j'U-alt 
III !i rurlivniuit wa^ onjiinallv no ImUg; of honour or 
iivkjv'fuh'nre ^ it Wpm in nuUivc** oT conveiiioiu e, oi 
]» ih'ip< iipfi'-it^. at a periwl when the coinnutnu. Uion w.is 
diliKult, t-low, ami inti'nHphHl Am ii^irliauniit which 
on tint fmain^ it was ]>ii'Sihle to jiuml hj a I’ojntnj;a’ 
Art, iiiftl.imr in clfe’l, all laws null whnh shouhl happen to 
C'-Mlnehrl the «!upretne or central will . Hut what law, in a 
rnrrc'poi'dmi; tcinpcr, eouhl mail to liimt the luiiKlution of 
a pnrlininenl winch confes«e<ll} had hcen rctaniod on a 
imuciple of nationul honour? Upon eien consideration, 
thcia-foie, of couveiiienco, and wtn* it onlv foi the neeesaities 
of ]»ah!ie hunnea,’, ihu ah=iorptumof tluiloral into the cinlnd 
p illmniPiit h id now loinc to «{n.nk a IniiKua^e that perhaps 
ronld no longer he eiadcd , and that Jiishiiian onlj could 
coni>i<4{/^M>ly oppose the iue.iauic who ahniihl t iko Ins stand 
Uji'Ui pnneiplca 1 iniitcendnig comimeiice, looking, in fact, 
nngly to the honour and digmtj of a coimlrj which it wna 
annualh beronung Ic's .ahsiml to Buppuse capiblc of .an 
indf pendent existence 

Meaiilnnc, in those dai p, Ireland had no adequate cham- 
pion the I foods and the Grattans weio not up to the 
math Hifracloia' ns thoj weic, tin) luoiitl within the. 
paljwg of onkr and xletoium , Ihej were not the Titans for 
a' aval against the hea\ ens 'When the public feeling 
hi'ukonpfl and loudly supported them, thej’’ could follow' a 
lead which the}' appc.ircd io ]ic.id , hut they could not 
create such a body of public' feeling , nor, when created, 
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could tlicy thiow it iiilo a siutablo organisation What 
Uioy could do nas suniily as nnnislerial agents and ilioto- 
nciaus lo 2>rosecute an}- general inovcinent^ nlion tlio 
national arm lind cloven a clmnncl, and oiicnod llic road 
licfoio tliein Consequently, that gieal opening for a tnr- 
Inilont son of llmndcr jiassed unimpioved , and tlio gi’ent 
day diou ncai nilhout fiimptoins of tempest , At last it 
aimed, and I lemcniLci notlnng ■wliicli indicated as inui.li 
ill-leiniiei in the iiublic mind ns I haic seen on many 
hundreds of occn'iion‘i, trnial by comparison, in London 
Lord Weitpoit and I woio dcteiniined to lose no pait of the 
scene, and wo ncnl doiin mill Loid Altaniont to the ITonso 
It Mas about the middle of the daj , and a great mob filled 
the nholo space about tho Ino Houses. As Loid Allamoiit’s 
coach drew up lo the steps of that sjileiidid edifice, wc lieaid 
a jiiodigious hissing and hooting , and I ufis mally agititod 
lo Ihinlv that lowl Altaniont, nhom I loved and lospected, 
would prolnhly have to make his waj thiongh a lomiicsl of 
public ninth — a situation more teiiifio to him than to olhci's, 
irom his emlmiasscd walking I found, howcici, Oiat I 
might have spared my ainiotj , the sulqect of commotion 
was sinijih, lint Majoi Sirr, oi Afaior Sw^nii, I forget 
whuh (both hcing so celebrated in those da36 foi'thcii 
piieigi as loulora of the jiolice), had detected a poreon in the 
act of miblakiiig some other man’s jiocket-handkeichief foi his 
own — a most niitnml mistake, I should fane}’', wlieic people 
stood ciowdod together so thickly No stoim of an^'kmd 
awaited us, and jet at that moment thcic was no othei 
armal to dnulc the iniblic attention , for, in order that wc 
might see cicrj thing from first to last, wc wcie amongst the 
aorj cailical imities Neither did our iiartj’’ escape under 
anN imslakc of the crowd silence lind succeeded to the 
ujiroar caused bj’ the tender meeting between the thief and^ 
the maior , and a man, who stood in a cons^ncuous situation, 
jiwclaimed aloud to tho«c below liim the name or title of 
membera ns tluv dvM\o up “Tint,” said he, "is the Earl 
of Altaniont , the lame geutloman, I mean ” Perhaps, liow- 
e\ci,hia knowledge did not extend ao fai ns to the polities of 
a nohUunaii who had taken no violent m fiotions jiarl in 
^rnhlio ntlaii-. At least tho dreaded insults did not follow, 
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or only in the very feeblest manifestations. We entered; 
and, by way of seeing eyerytlung, we went even to the 
robing-ioom The man who presented his robes to Lord 
Altamont seemed to me, of all whom T saiv on that day, the 
one who wore the face of deepest depression But, whether 
this indicated the loss of a luciative situation, or was icaUy 
dismleiested soitow, gromng out of a patriotic trouble at the 
knowledge that he was now olTiciating for the last time, I 
, could not guess The House of Loids, decorated (if I 
remember) with hangings icpresenting the battle of the 
Boyne, was nearly empty when we entered — an accident 
which furnished to Lord Altamont the opportunity required 
for explaining to us the whole course and ceremomal of 
public business on ordinary occasions 

Gradually the House filled beautiful women sat inter- 
mingled amongst the peers , and, m one party of these, sur- 
rounded by a bevy of admirers, we saw our fair but frail 
enchantress of the packet She, on her pait, saw and 
iccogmscd us by an affable nod , no stain upon her check, 
indicating that she suspected to what e'^tent she w'os 
indebted to our discietion , for it is a proof of the unaffected 
sorrow' and the solemn awe which oppressed us both, that we 
had not mentioned, even to Lord Altamont, nor ever dxd 
mention, the scene whicli chance had revealed to us Next 
came a stii within the house, and an uproar resounding from 
W’lthout, W’llich announced the arrival of his Excellency 
Entermg the house, he also, like the other peers, w'heeled 
round to the throne, and made to that mystciious seat a pro- 
found homage Then commenced the public business, in 
which, if I recollect, the Chancellor played the most con- 
spicuous part — ^that Chancelloi (Lord Clare) of w-hom it was 
aJSrmed in those days, by a political opponent, that he might 
~ swim in the innocent blood which he had caused to be shed 
But nautical men, I suspect, would have demurred to that 
. estimate Then w'ere summoned to the bar — summoned foi 
the last time — ^the gentlemen of the House of Commons , in 
the van of whom, and drawmg all eyes upon himself, stood Loid 
Oastlereagb Then came the recitation of many acts passed 
dmmg the session, and the sounding ratification, the jovian 
“ Aunmt et nutu totum tremefecit Olympum,” 
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honotira Tvas not Tery large, and as no lionom could counter* 
A'ail the one tliey Ic^ — I could not, and cannot, fatliom the 
policy Tims nmcli I am sure of — tha^ liad such a measure 
l>ecn proposed by a political speculator ptetnously to Queen 
Anne’s leign, lie n ould bare been scouted as a dreamer and 
a \isionaTy. -wlio calculated upon men being generaUir some- 
wbat ■worse than Esau — ^vi2 , giting up then birtluiglits and 
vninoiii tbe mes of pottage Howe\ er, on tins memorable 
day. thus it tras tlie Umon was ratified , tlie bill received 
tbe royal assent without a muttering, or a ichispering, or tbe 
protesting echo of a sigb Perhaps there might be a little 
pause — a silence like that which follows an earthquake , hut 
there was no plam-spokeu Lord Bellnven, as on the corre- 
sponding occasion in Edinhnrgh, to fill up the silence witli, 
** So, there’s an. end of an anld sang ' ’ All was or looked 
courtly, and free from vulgar emotion. One person only I 
remarked whose features were suddenly illuminated by a 
smile, a sarcastic smile, as I read it , which, however, might 
he all a fancy It ■was Loid Castlereagh who at the 
moment when the irrevocable words were pronounced, 
looked with a penetrating glance amongst a party of ladies. 
His ovm wife was one of that party , but I did not discover 
the particular object ou whom his- smile had settled After 
■this I had no leisure to he interested in anything winch 
followed “ You are alV thought I to myself “ a pack of 
vagabonds henceforward, and intfidopers. with actually ho 
more right to be here than myself I am au intruder ; so 
are yon.*- Apparently they thought so themselves, for,' 
soon after this solemn /at of Jove had gone forfli, their lord- 
ship^ baaing no farther title to their robes (for wluch I could 
not help wishing that a party of Jewish old-clothesmen 
avould at this moment have appeared and made a loud 
bidding made what haste they could to lay them aside foi 
ever. The House dispersed much more rapidly than it had 
assembled- Major Sirr avas found outside, just avhere we left 
him, laying down the law (as before) about pocket-handker- 
chiefs to old and yoimg practitioners , and all parties 
adjourned to find what consolation they might in the great 
evening event of dinner^ 

^ The last sitting of the Irish. Parliament, thus conimemorateil 
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liliiWc) lu Home. From the lordmess ami tlie difticullj of 
comimuMcaliou, the -ttant of newsj’iapors, &a, it followed, 
intwrall}' enougli, tlmt tlio distant provincial toivns, thougli 
not williout tlicir own sepitato literature and their own 
Iiimry prufi*-sor=!, wore ulwrajs two or three generatioiiB 
in the reir of tlic luetiopohs ; and thus it happened that, 
(d>out the time of Aug««lu?, there were some ginimnatici in 
Home, auswenng to our black-letter cntics, who sought the 
maknal of their rescan.hcs m Boulogne (GL'Cortacinii}, in Axles 
(ArfMa), or in Jifar'Cillos (Musstlut) Now, the old Irish 
imhihty — that pirtj I mean, which miglit bo called the lural 
nobility — ^stood in the same lelntion to English manners and 
custom'! Here might be found old rambling liouse", in the 
style of nntu]uc Engli*>h manorial cliateaux, ill planned, per- 
hajx, as regarded com cnicucc and economy, w ith long rnnibliiig 
gallcrifc^ and windows inmtmci’ablc, that eiidently had never 
looked for that severe audit to wlneh they were afterwards 
summoned by 'William Pilt, but displajing, in the dwelling- 
rooms, tt comfort and “ cosiness,” combined with magnificence, 
not always so elTcctvnlly attained in modern tunes Here 
were old libraries, old butlers, and old customs, that seemed 
all alilcc to belong to the era of Cromwell, or even nn earlier 
era than his , whilst the ancient names, to one who had some 
acquaintance with the gieat events of Irish history, often 
stiongthcncd the illusion Not that I could luctcnd to he 
familiar vulh Irish historj' «s lush, but, ns a conspicuous 
chapter in tlic difficult policy of Queen Elizahctli, of Cliarlcs 
I , and of Cromwell, nobody who had read tlie English history 
could he a stranger to the O’Neils, the O’Dounclls, the 
Ormonds (i t, the Butlers), the Inchiqums, or the De Buighs, 
and many scores beside I soon found, in fact, that the 
anstocracy of Ireland might he divided into two great sec-' 
tions * the native Insli — territon.il fixtuies, so powerfully 
described by Matunn, and those, on the other hand, who 
spent so much of their time and rev enues at Bath, Chelten- 
ham, WejTnonth, London, &a, as to hare become almost 
entire!} English It was the former whom we chiefly 
visited , and I remarked that, in the midst of hospitality the 
most unbounded, and the amplest comfort, some of these 
were conspicuously in the rear of the English commercial 
von I ° 
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In out road to Mayo, we were often upon ground rendered 
memorable, not only by historical events, but more recentl;} 
by the disastrous scenes of the Bcbtdlion, by its horrors or its 
cMamities On reaching Westport House, m e found ourselves 
in situations and a neighbourhood which had become the very 
centre of the final militaiy operations, those which sncceeded 
to the mam rebellion ; and which, to the people of England, 
and Shu more to the people of the Contment, had offered a 
character of interest wantmg to the inartificial movements of 
Father Roche and Ragenal Haney 

In the yeai 1798 tlierc w'ere tw o great popular msurrections 
in Ireland It is usual to talk of the Insh RebeUion, as though 
there had been one rebellion and no more , but it must satisfy 
the reader of the inaccuracy penadmg the common reports of 
this penod, wdien he hears that there were tw o separate re- 

1 The first piragrapli is from the same article in Tail’s ifagasine for 
April 1834 that had supplied the last chapter, but the rest is from 
Tail of May 1884 Do Quince} had resolved, at this pomt of his Tail 
articles, to interject a retrospect of recent hash history, and had 
therefore stopped the course of the direct autohiograph} till he should 
haie famished such a retrospect This lie did m his Tail m tides for 
April and Maj 1834 , but, as he reversed the chronological order of his 
narratno on republishing it in 1853, it was the May number mainly 
that supplied him with the matter for this chapter He entitled the 
chapter simply “First Bebellion”, which is unintoUigiblo Even 
“ First Irish Hobellion ” would be misleading The title “ Fust Irish 
Rebellion of 17'>8 ’’ defines evaotlj what he meant — M 
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belhons fejwMto in tnwo , fipan^o »n 'picc ; <- jnratt 1>\ ilic 
chawctcr of tlicir o cuts , im»l ttji'vi Al c^ * n ft's jJAnit it th« ir 
prosimale cavi'-C3 Tlic luitof lht«c titO'*' m tlie vnnal fait- 
of Slimmer, and Maptcilit" fnn «jrm tin- Couniy ofAYt yfortl tit 
tlio mitre of list- kingdom Tlii fU'i'iid i*^o'e lU ibt autiutiTij 
and was confimd cniiit.lv lo tlio ir* ■-'» nt \itn\ «• m of Conni'tigld 
Eiich, itsliu^ (it i<t true) himiu tatipcs \tHiiii''lclv Use 'nii.i*, bid 
j el itsovv n sv,j>.ira{c oci -itnin*' und excitcini tift* , foviht 
upon a iiriwutuji,i\]ilo>iou from a «irict<c.)' lit v of inu t "ul't’a 
orj’iiu'-itioii , nn«l the fecoud upon ihr « ncoiinc. lament o^ « 
I’luich iiiv iMiin And each of tlit'-c intiirrn tioii" had its ot7'>i 
Mipii-ile kalcr’, and its own loci! Tihe fi'-t, tliOi’Cth 

previjrtl.iteil into .It turn l>j foitun.itc diti ovenu; on the p-itt 
of the govinmicnt, Ind hi cn aiiMou-lv picconcaict! for three 
yenis Ihc htumd was an miprcincditiitcd effoitcdltd foitli 
by a most ill-tiintd, and also lU-concerttd, m invasioii 
The general piedispo^mg caiiFii* I'l rchtllton vcn. doubticss 
the E.mic III both c.us( s hut the cxcitnio tcitisc' of the inoractit 
tverc different in each And, fiiiall}, they were divided by ft 
complete uilerval of two months 

One verv iiiiiaikablc fe,alur« tlnrt was, howo\c'-,iu winch 
these two separate it-hellioiib of IVOb coinudcd and tJ'ttt 
was, the narrow range, as to tune, within winch oath nm its 
course Ncithci of lluni out i in the limits of <>«e famir 

month It IS a fact, Imwiver startling, that each, though « 

pufcct eivil war iii .all its propoitions, frequent in wmtIjKc 
incident, and the forniei iieli in tragedj, pasyd throtigli all 
the stages of growth, niatimtv, and fin.il cttintliun, withm 
one single revolution of the moon Eor all this ivl't! tiwve- 
nicnts, suhsequent to the morning of Vineg.ii Hill, -are to be 
viewed not at all in the light of niauocuvrts made in the . 
spirit of militaij hope, hut in the light of final sliugglos for 
self-preservation made in the sjiiiit of nhsolnlc desj^nr, as re- 
garded the ongiiml pm posts of the war, or, indeed, ns regarded 
any purposes what e\ Cl huvond that of instant Rifety The 
Bohtary object contempl tied was to ivaeh some dish ict lonely 
enough, and with elbow-room enough, for qiuctj unmolested 
dispersion 

A few pages will rewipitiilatc these two civdl wars. 1 ' 
begin with the fii'st — The Wnr of Amencan Separation 
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toiiclioil Slid quickened tlie dir Loiies that lar vraiting as it 
irere for life through the West of Chiistendoin The year 
liS2 hronght that war to its winding-up ; and the same 
year it was that called forth Grattan and the Irish rolnn,- 
tecrs These Tolttnfeers came forward as allies of England 
pgainst French and Spanish in\ asion , btvh once embattled 
whft should hinder them from detecting a flaw in their com- 
niiss’onj and reading it as valid against England herself ? In 
that sense they dtd read it. That Ireland had seen her own 
case dimly reflected in that of America, and that such a 
reference was stirring through the national mind, appears 
from a remarkable fact in the history of the year which fol- 
lowed In 1783, a haughty petition was addressed to the 
throne, on behalf of the Roman Catholics, by an association 
that arrogated to itself the style and title of a Congress Ko 
man conld suppose that a designation so ominously significant 
had been, chosen by accident , and by the English Government 
it was received as it was meant, for an. insult and a menace 
What came nevtt The French Revolution All flesh moved 
under that inspiration. Fast and rank now began to germi- 
uate the seed sown for the ten veats preceding in Ireland , 
too fast and too rankly for the policy that smted her situa- 
tion Concealment or delay, comjiromise or temponsing, 
would not have been brooked, at this moment, by the fier^ 
temperament of Ireland, had it not been through the extra- 
ordinary composition of that secret society into which the 
management of her affiirs now began to devolve In the 
year 1792, as we are told, commenced and m 1795 was 
fims’ied, the famous association of ZTiv^f^d Iruhmai By 
these terms eemwenad and we are to understand not 

the purposes or the arrangements of their conspiracy against 
the existing government but that network of organisation, 
delicate as lace for Ladies, and strong as the harness of 
arhlleiy horses, which now enmeshed idmost every province 
of Ireland, knitting the strength of her peasantry into unity 
and disposable divisions This, it seems, was completed in 
1795 In a complete history of these tunes, no one chapter 
would deserve so ample an investigation as this subtle web of 
association- rising upon a large base, expanding m proportion 
to the extent of the parhcnlar county, and by intermediate 
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linivs aMcndnif; to *oine unknown npexj all fa gradualfidj 
and in mth nice intcrdcpuidtncj, ns to fccure Hit instant* 
nucotis propsgntion npnnnls mid do\uinanli», Isterallj or 
oblnjiicly, of anj impul'c uhalcvcr ; and j ot so effectually 
pliroudcd, that nobwly linen more tlian tlio two or tJilrce 
individual agents in immediate jnvtaposition nitli liimseJf, 
by nlioin lu- uuiimunicifcd wiUi tho^c alrfivo Id" head or 
liolon liw fcLt Tins organi'^lion, in fart, of tbo United 
IrisbniPii Cdiiibined tlie best feature®, as to abill, of the two 
mo«t el.dior.ito and most siuceisful of all recret Focictics 
recorded in bivtory , one of nbicb nent before tbe Irisli 
Society bj cciiluric®, and one fiillon ed it after an interval of 
five and twontj \ears Thfso tno are tbc Ftchra^Gentht, ov 
court of ban and cvtcnmnation, nliicb, liaNing taben its rtf« 
m HVcslplialia, is iisuallj cnlleil tbc Secret Tribunal of West- 
]ilialia, and nliicli rearlicd its full dc\elopnient in the fonr- 
teentb ccnUir) Tbc otliir is llie IlellcinsUc ITttictia'' 
('Eratpia) — a society nbicb, liaising for one of pure literary 
dilftlanh, under llie secret countenance of tlie late Capo 
dTslna (tlien a confidontial ininister of tbc Crar), did «c 
luallj fiuecced so far in boa^ng tbc cabinets of Europe, lli.it 
onc-tbird of European kiiigs~X)ut domi tbeir natiw:.®, and ga\c 
llieir aid, as conspirators against tbo Sultan of Turkey, nbilst 
credulously supposing IbcniseUcs lionorai'j correspondents of 
a learned body for rc\ iving the arts and litemlnrc of AllicnE. 
Tlieae two I call llio most siiccossfnl of all secret pociettcs, 
because both uere arrayed against tbo CMstiiig administra- 
tions tbrougbont tbc entire lands upon ulncb they songbt 
to operate. The German Society disowned tbc legal antlio- 
Titles as too weak for tbo ends of justice, and succeeded m 
brmging the cognisance of crimes vritlnn its oivn secret yef 
consecrated usurpation. The Grecian Society made tbo exjsir 
mg powers the final object of its boslilily’^ , lived luiamicd 
amongst the aery oppressors who«o throats it bad dedicated 
to tbc sabre , and, in a aciy few jears, saw its purpore 
accomplished 

The Society of United Irishmen combined the best parts 
in the organisation of both these secret fraternities, and ob- 
tained (heir advantages The society prospered m defiance 
of the govemraont , nor would tbo government, though 
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armed ■with all the powers of the Dublin police and of state 
thunder^ have succeeded in mastering this society , but, on 
the contrary, the society would assuredly have surprised and 
mastered the government, had it not been undermined by 
the perfidy of a confidential brother One instrument for 
dispersing knowledge, employed by the United Irishmen, is 
ivorth mentioning, ns it is applicable to any cause, and may 
be used with much greater efiect in an age when everybodj 
IS taught to read They pnnted newspapers on a single side 
of the sheet, which were thus fitted for being placarded 
against the walls This expedient Lad probably been sug- 
gested by* Pans, w'here such newspapers were often 
placarded, and generally for the bloodiest purposes But 
Louvet, mills “Memoirs,” mentions one conducted by himself 
on bettei principles it was prmted at the public expense , 
and sometimes more than twenty thousand copies of a single 
number were attached to the comers of streets. This W'as 
called the “ Oentmcl” and those who are awiiminted w ith the 
“Memoirs of Madame Boland" w'lll remember that she. 
cites Louvet’s paper as a model for all of its class The 
“ Union Star ” was the paper which the United Inshmen pub- 
lished upon tins plan , pievious papers on the ordinary plan — 
viz , the “ Northern Star ” and the “ Press " — having been 
violently put down by the government The “ Union 
Star,” however, it must be acknowledged, did not seek 
much to elevate the people by addressing them through their 
understandings it was merely a violent appeal to their 
passions, and directed against all who had incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the society Newspapers, meantime, of eveij- 
kind it was easy for the goveimuent to suppress But the 
secret society annoyed and cnppled the government in other 
modes, wduch it was not eoqr to pariy , and all blows dealt 
in return w’erc dealt m the dark, and aimed at a shadow 
The society called upon Irishmen to abstain gencially from 
ardent spirits, as a means of destroying the excise , and it is 
certain that the society was obeyed, in a degree which 
astonished neutral observers, all over Ireland. The same 
society by a prmted proclamation, called upon the people not to 
purchase the quit-rents of tlie crown, which were then on 
sale., and not to receive bank-notes in payment, because {as 
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tlic pi’odamatioii toVl a “l.urit” cowmK, ivlicn 

such paper, anti the secnriliea for F«ch plirrhnfc-*t, wouhl fall 
to a nnnone threount In tins ease, after much to 

the pnhlie forMcc, go%cnjincnt ohtamed a jvirtml tr:tnnj>h h)* 
the la^\ which cancellcil the tieht on n K!fn''al to Tnetwive the 
slate paper, and which quartered foldtcra upon nil tiidesiuea 
who demurred to mch a tender Ihit, upon the whole, itr 
was hecDmiii!' punfnllj c\ulenl, that in Ireland thriv were 
two CO ortliniite goierninent<s, coimiip into eolh'ion atetery 
step , and Hint the one winch more pciicnillj had the upper 
hand in the struggle w as the sceret f^oeictj of United Iri*hmen 
who'c nicnihers indiridimlh, and whose local headquarter*, 
w ere alike screened from the altacks of its m nl — \ Ir^ the State 
Goa emmenlat the Castle — hra cloud of impcnelr.ihlcdarkTie*s 
Tlmt cloud was at Im-t pierced A treachcrouii or weak 
hrother, high in the ranks of the socielr, and def p in Iheir 
confidence, happened, when fraaelling up to Unhlin m com- 
panj avith a Rojalist, to speak half iiiyBtononslj, half 
ostentatiously, upon the delicate po-ition which he held in 
the councils of Ins dnngerou® party llns weak man, 
lliomas Eei nolds, a Homan Citholic gonllcmnn, of Kilk<io 
Castle, in Kildare, colonel of a regiment of United Insli, 
treasurer for Kildare, and in olhci ofliccs of trust for the 
secret society, was prea ailed on hj Sfr kVilliam Cope^ a nch 
merchant of Dublin, who alarmed his mind hy pictures of 
the horrors attending a revolution under the circuro'tances 
of Ii eland, to helray all he knew to the goicmnient Ills 
ti^achery was first meditated in the last week of Februai) 

1 / 98 , and, in consequence of Ins depositions, on March 1 2, 
at fte house of Oliiei Bond, in Dublin, the goicrnmcnl suo- 
weded in arresting a large hodj of the leading conspinitors 
The whole committee of Leinster, amounting to thirteen 
momhers, was captured on this occasion , hut a still more 
laluahlc prize was made in the persons of those whopresided 
over the Irish Dircctorv— nz , Emmet, M'Kuen, Arthur 
0 Connor, and Oliver Bond As far as names w ent,' their 
places were immediately filled up, and a haud-hill was' 
lulled, on the same day, with the puipose of intercepting thC' 
effects of despondency amongst the great body of the con- 
Bpirators But Emmet and O’Connor were not men to he 
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cfTectually lojilawd : go's ornmeiit Imd struck a fatal blow, 
Milhosil bung fully arc at first of their o\m good luck 
On the IDtli of Maj following, in consequence of a pioclaina- 
tion {May 11), offering a thou'jand pounds for Ins capture, 
Lord Edward Fit/gcrald was apprehended at the house of Mr 
Nicholas Mutqdn, a incrcliant in Dublin, but after a ^ery 
desperate resistance The lender of the nircsling paity, 
^{a^or Swan, a Dublin magistrate, distinguished for Ins 
enoi^*, was wounded by Lord Edw’ard , and llj'an, one of the 
oflicers, so despcratelj, that he died withm a fortnight 
Ijord Edw ard himself Iniigmshed for some time, and died in 
great agony on the 3d of June, from a pistol-shot which took 
effect on his shoulder Lonl Edw'ard Fitrgerald might he 
regarded ns an injured man From the exuberant generosity 
of his temper, he had powerfully sjmpathised with the 
French Ecpuhhcansntaii early stage of their revolution , and, 
having, with great indiscretion, but an indiscretion that ad- 
mitted of some palliation in so j oiing a man and of so ardent 
a Icinqicrament, publicly a\owed Ins sjmpnthj’-, ho was 
ignommiously dismissed from the army That act made an 
enemy of one who, on several grounds, was not a man to he 
despised , for, though weak ns respected Ins pow ers of self- 
control, Dol'd Edward was well qualified to make himself 
beloved , lie had considerable talents , his very name, as a son 
of the only ducal liousc ^ in Ireland, w as a spell and a rallying- 
word for a day of battle to the Insh peasantry , and, finallj, 
by Ins marriage w'ltli a natural daughter of the then Duke of 
Orleans, he had founded some important connections and open- 
ings to secret influence in France Tlie young lady whom he 
had mamed w’as gcncrallj' known by the name of Pamela , 
and it has been usually supposed that she is tlie person de- 
scribed by Miss Edgow’orlb, under the name of Virginia, in 
the latter pait of her “Belinda” How tliat may be, I can- 
‘ not pretend to say Pamela ivas coitainly led into some indis- 
cretions , m particular, she was said to have gone to a hall 

^ “ The only dueal house ” — 'Tliot is, tlio onlj one not roynl 
Tliore arc four piwinces in Ireland — Ulster, Connaught, Munster, 
which three give old traditional titles to three personages of the hlood- 
royal Bemains only Xeinsier, -which giies the title of Duke to the 
Fitzgeralds. > 
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luthout slioca or v lacli &v>m? to (ir;?ao the gime fort 

of Ignorance, anil iVt. same clocihtj In ana clwnce jnipres=tons, , 
nhich clianctcrisa the Yiiginia of E'lge'K'orlh She avns 
a reputed daughter (as I hnae said) of Pl«hp]v^ slid 

hcrputatiac mother oras jradamc dc Genhs, who had 
settled in that prince’s fimdy, as goacmc'* to his children, 
more cspiciallj to the sister of the present 3’ rench King* 
Lord Ikhaard's whole course had Ken marked hj gererrijita 
and nohlt feeling F ir better to hav c pardoned ■ sueb a man, 
and (if tint were po«»ibli) to haao concilialwl Ins mpport , 
but, pays a coiiti miwr try Inihimn, “those were not tinw« 
of conciliation ” 

Some days after lhi« event wen. arrested the two brothers 
named Shearer, men of tahnt, who eacntnnlly snffcreil for 
treason The-c di<co\erie« were due to treachery of a 
peculiar sort , not to tlie treacherj of an npa«late brother 
breaking his faith, but of a coiinteifeit brother simulating the 
cliaraotcr of conspirator, and ba lint fruul obtaining a key to 
llie fatal secrets of the United IrnhiiKn Ills pcrfid}, there- 
fore, consisted, not in anj bttraaal of *tcn-t«, hut in the frand 
hy aihich he obtained tbeni Oo.cmmcnt, wilhont having 
yet penetrated to the a era heart of the mjsteiy, had now dis- 
coaered enough to guide them in their most energetic pre- 
cautions , and the result aaas, that the conspiiators, ayhosa 

* “PreS'nt French Kinff ’ — Vit, in the jeir 1S33 

- “ To hart, jKirdcned,” Ac. — ^Tliis a.as wnltc i umler c»rn«.in 
stances of great liuiry , anil, were it not for tlint inlliation, awmbl be 
inexcusably thonglitlcss For, le a double sense, it is donblfnl bow 
far the goTcmniczit could Imc pinioned Lord lelwinl First, W ■» 
prudential sense, wa.s it posaible (except in tbo spirit of a Gtntaii 
sentinicntnlising drama) to pardon a conspicuous and, \,;tbm ce'lam 
limits, a verj inllucntial oITicer, for pabliclv avowing opinions tcndiiig 
to treason, and at war with the constitntioml system of tV Imd wbiuL 
fed him, and which claimed Itis allegiance 1 Was it possible, in point 
of prudence or ra point of dignity, to overlook «ucb anti national 
sentiments, whilst neither disaaowcd nor ever likelj to be disaaowe,! 1 
Was this possible — regard being had to the inevitable effect of such 
unearned forgiiencss upon the armj at large! JJut, sccondlj, in a 
merely logical sense of practical self consistency, would it hsio been 
rational or even intelligible to pardon a man ivho probably icwld not 
be pardoned , that is, who must (consenting or not consenting) benefit 
by the concessions of the pardon, whilst disowning idl teeiprocU obliga* 
tionsl 
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]K)licy had Inthcrto been !o wait for the co-opoiation of a 
French armj , non suddenlj began to distrust that policy 
llieir fear xias, that the ground would be cut from beneath 
their feet if thej wailed any longer Jfore w'ns evidently 
iiskcd by dcla> than by dispensing altogether ivitli foreign 
, .lid. To forego this aid w ns pcnlous , to w ait for it w as luin. 
It was resolved, therefore, to commence the insurrection on 
the 23d of May , and, in order to distract the goieinment, to 
commence it hy simultaneous assaults upon all the military 
posts in the neighbourhood of Dublin This plan w.as dis- 
covered, but scarcely in time to prci cut the effects of a sur- 
prise On the 21st, late in the evening, the conspiracy had 
bpen announced bj the Tjoid-Lientenant’a Secretary to the 
Tjord if.ayor , .and, on the following day, by a message from 
bis Evcellencj' to both non«cs of Parliament 

The insurrection, bow ci er, in spite of tins official warn- 
ing, began at the appointed hour Tlie skirmishes were 
many, and m many places, but, generally speaking, they 
were not fai oiirable in their results to the insurgents The 
ninil-coachcs, agrccablj to the preconcerted plan, had all been 
intercepted , their non-am\al being everywhere understood 
by the conspirators as a silent signal that the war had com 
mcnccd Yet this summons to the more distant provinces, 
though truly interpreted, had not been truly answered 
The communication between the capital and the interior, 
almost completely intemipted at first, had been at length 
fully restored, and a few days saw the mam strength 
(as it was supposed) of the insurrection suppressed with- 
out much bloodshed But hush ' what is that in the 
rear ? 

Just at this moment, when all the world was disposed to 
think the whole affaii quietly composed, the flame burst out 
with tenfold fury in a part of the country from winch 
government, with some reason, had turned away their 
anxieties and their preparations This W’as the County of 
'Wexford, winch the Earl of Moimtnoms had described to 
the government as so entirely w’dl-affected to the loyal 
cause, that he had personally pledged himself for its good 
conduct On the night before Wliitsunday, however, May 
27, the standard of revolt was there raised by John Murphy, 
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n Catholic pripsl, well hiio\.n hencofonvinls' uiuW the title 
of Falher Miiriiliy. 

The eniTipaign opened jnfiw‘<picitni''ly for tlic 
The rebels had po ted llitm«ehfi on two nnine«cc« Kil- 
Iboinns, about ten miles to tin* r\«stwnrd of Gorej ^ and thft 
Ilillof Oulait, lmlf-nfl\ (le, about a doreii «n!e>i) Vle-cni 
(joio\ and Wcxfonl 'Jbe^ weie nttattvcd at each piunt on 
Whitsiind i\ I'nmi llie fii't point llnj were driM-a iomIj,' 
and nitli coiisidtiable lo’sa , but at Onlirl llio I'^iie vns mij 
dilTcreiib Fntbir Murplij camniaiided here m porfon • and, 
hndiii" tint Ins men gi\pna\ m great confiiiion before’ a 
picked body of the North Cork Mihtin, under the commnnd 
of Colonil Foote, he eoiilrnul to jirrundc them that their 
flight uas leading them right upon a hodv of ro.val w^lrv 
posted to iiit< ixejtt their lelnat Tin** fearefhetmll’i Inltcd 
them The insuTgent«, tlmnigh a pivjndire imtur.it to ines* 
perience, hid an unre isninldc <lr«ad iif < ii ilri A sceoiid 
Imie, thcrcfoio, ficiiu; about to retreat from thir imagman 
body of horse, thej c.inie, of netcssitj, and without fleslgib 
full upon till 11 piirsneis, whom iinhnppilj the iiitoxiiaiioii of 
riclorj had bj this lime brought into the iimsl carele«s dis 
arrnj Thc«e, alino«l to a man, the rebels ntuiihilaled , ' 
unncrs,al con^tciintion followed aiiioiigst the Itoy.iliMs , 
F.Uhei ^furplij led them to Ferns, and thence to the attack 
of Enniscoi thy 

Has the reader witnessed, oi Ins he heard dcsciihed, the 
sudden hurst — the explosion, one might saj — liy winch a 
Swedish winter passes into spring, aiidspiing simuUniieopslj 
into summer ? Tlie ic> sceptre of w intci docs not Ihci c thaw 
and melt away by just gradations it is broken, it w 
shattered, in a daj, in an hour, and with a aiolcnca brought 
home to every sense No second tjpe of resurrcdion, so 
mighty or so alfectiiig, is manifested hj nature in southern 
climates Such is tlie headlong tumult, such “the toi rent' 
rapture,” by which life is let loose amongst the air, the 
earth, and the waters under the earth Exactly what this 
vernal resurrection is in mnnifcslalions of power and life, by 
comparison wath climates that lm\c no wantei' — ^such, and 
marked watli features as distinct, was this lush insurrec- 
tion, when suddenly surrendered to the whole contagion of 
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i‘> fo s i-.’ri'" 'u AsUli \ulyur 
ii'ljf*'!'-? w*. sviil Xl't* jHvlii'trv ».} 1>cliiuu!l ^.r.xfartv 

■Wli’* 1 «u S't I'.s'o ['?<* oiU'd on the 

2til» t.f M i\ 1 I'niii! vi- crovdjnc t« r«'ni rtrtif.ititmmiKcd 
uu npjs? V'Uvtst r> vt xlt(' now* il U's>-t VUOO 

oj-tUil* \ lih \k’ ■!>% nml inuVKiicd w»th \»ulutj\o fm\ 
JCot 5 'iUR nCtt? im*! <nj . liu'ii* «l\.'uci'il mnul, wdl armod 
W{ih nnoAti lo It oil tnid, ftum ro\«! noiyumf*, 

!n'UH* do‘‘ ltd), conmo a tunmlluotiF n“--\wU Lo"^ 
tlml. S'y* Jnljt «i and \r»oinisr> foinH-*! thv. j^irn~on of tl»a 
, wli?‘ I.' mI no mrt of tlofciK* , t xlio n uut.il oiiv, 
t'f lito nMv Maiioj. Tin'*, lKtWc%ir, fonhiMt, and lh<ti 
»1*c» ti’~vlAnl>s know The vla'i^litcr nnii'n-.“t the rvhclSj 
m< u’hmr^ fro’n the litth rntaion thej tilnhiUil, whI their 
tot i\ dik'd ift niiht-irj d iH, was namhrous Spjtv of their 
imittunti nuui ncal P'hajilaoer. it is jitvh'ihlo tlnj would 
halo litn difeated Kwt m Knni‘M::orlh\ (ns wlurc not?) 

frt'iu vtjlhin wa-s erdioldeiied to i.iirc ita crci-t at the 
icrj cris'n o*" 'nsi)t.niii> , ircendianu were at work , and 
thnits he^an to i‘-*'We fnun numi hoii* ca at onec Kelreat 
neelf liecariQ fudduilj duuhtful , dei»uidi«}j, us it did, alto 
yelhoi tijyoti the Mat*- of the wind At tlu rnjht hnnd of 
cicrv Roj.'dist ‘•tcind a ftaitor, in his own hou<!o t>ftcntinic3 
huhed ollur traitors, waitinjt for the M{>tinl lo bc^jm , in the 
front WT’i the cnenij , ni tin nar w.us a line of Un/uig 
•■treets Three homw the battlt had ia’i.d , it w is now four 
r.M, iiud at this HKJineul the gariisoii hastili ga\c wiiv, and 
flM to Weefold 

Now came a scene winch swallowed u[t all distinct or 
sep irate features in its fienlic conlUience of hoti-oib All 
the lojaliFts of Eiini&cordij, all the gentrj foi miles around, 
who had congregated m that town, ns a ctiUro of seciuity, 
were summoned at that moment, not to an ordcily retreat, 
hut lo indent Ihghl, At one end of the etiect were teen 
the rehcl pikes, and ha) oiiets, and fierce faces, alreadj gloam- 
ing thiough the smoko at the othei end loluiiies of fiie, 
surging and Inllowiiig from the thatched roofs and blaring 
rafters, beginning lo block iqi tbc avenues of escape Then 
licgan the agony and nllermosl conflict of what is woral and 
what IS best in Imnian naluie Then was to he seen the 
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\erj’ dcliriMui of fear, and tlie \ory dtlmnm of %nidiclt\o 
malice ; private and i«noldc liatml, of ancient orif,in,filirond- 
ing itself in the imuik of jivtnotic nntli^ Uic ti^ r glare of 
jiififc vengeance, fresli from iiitolcnlile vvrongA end llic iicvcr* 
to-be-forgotten ignominy of ‘‘njK-i and |>cr$onaI dcgmdntton, 
panic, self p ilsicd bv iIh ow ii vxu'>s , fliglit, eager or httaltlij , 
according to the temper and tlie meiii'i ; volleying pim<mi , 
the verj fren/j of agitation, tinder cverj iiiotlc of excite 
ment, and here and there, ton enng nloft, the do6]»orrihon 
of mate! ml love, victonoua and snpRiiie above all loner 
passions I recapitulate and gather under gunutal ab“tra<'- 
tions nun) an individual anecdote, imported h) thwe who 
were on that daj piv^cut in 12nni«corlhj , for at Femr, not 
far off, and dttplv inlcrujtcd in all those transactions, I had 
piivatc friends, iiitinuto p irticipators in the trials of that 
fierce hurricane, and joint sufferera with thoso who snlTered 
most. Ladies were then seen in crowds hniTjing on foot to 
Wexford, the nearest nsj him, though fourteen miles distant, 
many in slipper®, bari-hoaded, and vvilhont any RtipiH>rUng 
arm, for the flight of their deft ml tm, having been deter- 
mined by a sudden angular iiiovcincnt of the assailants, 
coinciding w ith the failure of their ovvni ninmnnition, had 
left no tune for warning , and fortnnntc it was for the nn- 
happj fugitn es, that the confusion of huniiiig blrccts, con 
curring with the bcduUioii® of jullage, drew aside so many 
of the victoiB astobixak the unity of a jmrsuit else helli®hlv 
unrelenting 

Wexford, meantime, was in no condition to promise more 
than a inomciitar) shelter Orders had hceu already issncd 
to extinguish all domestic fires throughont the town, and to 
unroof all the thatched houses , so great was the jealousy ol 
internal treason From without, also, the alarm was ever) 
hour increasing On Tuesday the 29tli of May the rebel 
army advanced from Enniscortliy to a post called Tlirec 
Rocks, not much above two miles from Wexford Thcii 
strength was now increased to at least 15,000 men Ncvcl 
was there a case requiring more energy in the disposers ol 
the royal forces , never one which met with les®, even in the 
most responsible quaiters. The nearest inilitar) station wai 
the fort at Duncaimon, twciity-thiee miles distant. Thither; 
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, on tl\p 29 tlj, nn express liml Ijccn iic’^pJitcljetl by llie Mnj'or 
of WexfotJ, rojtoitmg tbejr sitwntion, and calling for nn- 
niediat<* an!. Geiwinl rmvett ix plied, that he noxild hinvsclf 
march that Kimc exening nith the 13 lh regiment, part of 
the iMeatU Mihtia, and snilicieut arliUcry. Rcljing npon 
t]u"o n? nwntc?, the wmll parlit.« of niihtiu and jeonwiiry 
Uku lu'Wcxfortl gallantly threw tlieni'-cUes iijion the most 
tijing n'njtes in adi.jnce Some coinimva or the Donegal 
^!UUu, not nin^tcruig nhoxe £00 men, nmichcd iinmtdiiitol)' 
to a position between the rebel tamp ami ‘Wexfonl , whibt 
otlju^of the Koilli Cork Militm and the local jeomann, 
with equal thcorfulne^i:, imdcitook the defence of that town 
Hit antimc, Geneml Faw tet had tonsiilted his pereon il com- 
fort by halltnri fur the m^iht, though aware of the dreadful 
emergt'uey, at a station sixteen miles short of \Yc\foi\l A 
small diUxtehnieiit, howexer, with part of his artillery, ho 
FO’it forxxard ; these xiere the next morning iiilciccptcd by 
(he rebels at Three Rock**, and maRs.icred almost to a man 
Two officers, ax ho o-eaped the slaughter, earned the intel- 
ligence to the ndxancQ post of the Doncgals , hut they, so 
far from bdng dishtai toned, marched immediately against the 
rebel army, cnorraom, as xxns ibc dispropoition, with tho 
]iiirpo*=o of recapturing iho attiUery A suigular contrast 
this to the conduct of General Fawcet, xvlio retreated hastily 
to Diincannon npon the first intelligence of this disastci 
Snell a regrcs’*ixc moxement xxns so little anticipated by the 
gallant D()ncg<als, that thej continued to ndxnncc against the 
enemy, until the precision xxith xxhich the capUiicd aitillery 
wiis served agxunst thcjji«!clves, and the non-np2>ea]ancc of 
the promised aid, xxarned them to ictirc At Wexford they 
found uU in confusion and tho hurry of retreat. The llight, 
as it may ho called, of General Fax\ cet u as noxx’ confirmed , 
and, as the local position of Wexford made it indefensible 
against aitillcrj, the x\ hole body of Lojnlists, except those 
whom insnfiiciont XTOVnnig had tin own. into the lenr, noxx ' 
(led fma the xvrath of tho rebels to Duncanuon It is a 
shocking illustration (tf intly reported) of the thoughtless 
ferocity 0x111011 characterised too many of the Orange troops, 
that, along the xcliole Ime of this retreat^ they continued to 
jbwrn tho cabins of Roman Catbolics, and often to massacre 
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in cold Wood tlifi mioireMdinu inhalnliuila , toUdlj rorKtlful 
oftlie many ho^tagea vshoat tlic ujMUgdit'! non litld in tncjr 
power, and caielwi of tlio drcidful pw\ ocatjoni wlucli they 
were thus throwing out to the hhiodif'-t TipJi>als 

I'huB it was, iiud Ihi-uugh imsmanagonu nt thus ims* 
tlnc\ou8l) ahrt, oi thi-ough tmpor thus nna.'count'ihty hif?, 
that acltidli, on the dOih of M.ij, nut ha\jng mised their 
Ftnndaid htlorL the 2(ith, the roklF had air. Wj ken rr- 
milted to Ih* of llic Count) of oxford in it** 

whole Fonlln rn ili\ i>,iun— Ko^s and Dunciinnon onlt cxceplcd ; 
of which the latt» r w.w not luiblc to capture crup dc innin, 
and the othci was Kivul by the procrattinalion of the rebels, 
Tlie nortlurn diiibion of tlic count) was overrun pn'lij 
much in the same hast) stilo, ami ihtough the sainc dtipcrata 
neglect in prcMous conceit of plan'. Upon fiwt 1111711x12 
Ihcir MOWS to the nuiUi, the rtbcls had t»il cn up ft pOaiHon 
on the Hill of Coiiigrua, ns a stetiou from which they conld 
march with adcaulage upon the town of Qorev, lying seven 
miles to the northward On the fust of Jnne, ft ^*ly 
hnlhant affair had taken place between ft meii. handful of 
militia and icomniiij fmm this town of Gorcy and a strong 
detachment from the rebel camp M luj iicrsons at tho lime 
regarded this as the best fought action in the whole war <The 
two pailies had met about two nnlrs from Gorcy j and it is 
pielty ccitain tlinl, if the jcuman cainlrj could lm\c been pre- 
\ailed on to charge it tlic ciitiud moment^ tlie defeat would 
line c been a most murderous one to the rebels As it 
they C'C,iped, though with coiundcmblc loss of honour, id 
eieu this they weic allowed to retrieve w itlun a few days, 
in a remarkable wa>, and with ciieuinsLiuecs of still greater 
scandal to the niilitar) disci ction m high quarters than had 
attended the movements of General Faw cet in the south 
On the 4tli of June, a little army of 1500 men, imdcr'- 
the command of Major-General Loftus, had nssomhled at 
Gorcy The plan was — to march by two difibreiit roads 
upon the lehel encampment at Corrigiua, and thus plan 
ivas adopted Meantime, on the same night, tho rebel army 
liad put themselves in motion for Goroj , and of this countor- 
moieinent full and 'finely iiifoimation had been given by a 
farmer at the royal h^d-quailers , hut such was the obalinato 
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mfaination that no officer of rank would condescend to give 
him a liearing The consei^ncnces may he imagined. Colonel 
IValpole, an Englishman, full of courage, hut presumptuously 
disdainful of the enemy, led a division upon one of the two 
roads, having no scouts, nor talcing any sort of precaution 
Suddenly he found hia line of march crossed by the enemy 
in great strength he refused to halt or to retiie , was shot 
through the head , and a great part of the advanced detach- 
ment was slaughtered on the spot, and his artillery captuied 
General Loftus, advancing on the parallel road, heard the 
filing, and detached the grenadier company of the Antiim 
Militia to the aid of Walpole. These, to the amount of 
seventy men, were cut off almost to a man , and when the 
general, uho could not cross over to the other road through 
the enclosures, from the encumbrance of his artillery, had 
at length reached the scene of action by a long circuit, he 
found himself in the following truly ludicrous position — 
Tlie rebels had pursued Colonel Walpole’s division to Qorey, 
and possessed themselves of that place ; the general had thus 
lost his head-quarters, without having seen the army, whom 
he had suffered to slip past him in the dark He marched 
back disconsolately to Qorey, took a look at the rebel posts 
which now' occupied the town in strength, was saluted with 
a few' lounds from lus oivn cannon, and finally retreated out 
of the county 

This movement of General Loftus, and the previous one 
of General Eaw'cet, circumstantially illustrate the puerile 
imbecility AVith which the royal cause w as then conducted 
Both movements foundered in an hour, through surprises 
against which each had been amply forewarned Fortunately 
for the government, the affairs of the rebels were managed 
even worse. Two sole entorpnses were undertaken by them 
after this, pieviously to the closing battle of Vinegar Hill , 
both being of the very utmost impoitance to their interests, 
and both sure of success, if they had been pushed forw'ard in 
time The first was the attack upon Boss, undertaken on the 
29th of May, the day after the capture of Enniscorthy 
Had that attack been pressed forward without delay, there 
never were two opinions as to the certainty of its success", 
and, having succeeded, it w'ould have laid open to the rebels 
VOIi 1 B 
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llii* iiiiporlaul mmlic9 of Wiilcrfonl nnd KiiUuuy li*jng 
Uolaycd until Hip 5111 of June, llip «'?'Hill npidwl vith 
))TO<ligioiiR Mauglitpr llic oilif r v.ii llic alt ick upon Arl Ion 
m tlio noitli On l!tp nplKK! of Ooroj, rm (lie night nf 
.Time 1, u® llio imnieilintc cotiBequeuco of Colonel Trl iljvilt*” 
ilefeat, Imil llie rthcl^ ndinncid ujmn ArlUiii, tlsp} mouM 
linio found it for fconip dm® lolally midofi mlt'd j tlie iiliole 
garnson Imiing rolrtakd m painf, cirlv on .Time 5, to 
WiclvloM The capture of tins jui]>ortant place iiould liino 
laid open llie iiliole road to tlic tajiit.il , would ptfAjaldj luiYc ' 
caused n using m that great citi ; and. in my oieiit^ would 
liaic mdcrmit.di jirolongcd the war, and nmUifiUwl the dts- 
tractions of go\<mnicnt Mirth from rloth, md ttie isjurit 
of proira-tiii'lion, lioimer, the rehel nrnij halted at Gon'} 
until the 9th, and then adianced i-ith wlnt rvunud the 
oicriKiiicniig foicv of 27,000 iiitn U is a rti ihhir ks'On 
upon the s-uhjtct of jnxK.nu-tinntion, that prici*tly on that 
morning of .Tune 9 the altnnpt hud first hteouu> liopeltss. 
Until then the jilate had In-cn pontiith emptied of all m* 
halnlnnts Mhntsotitr Exmth on the Olh the old gamsan 
had heen ordered had. from Wichloii, and rimfon-ed hy ft 
crack Unglisli rogiincnt (the Uiirlmm ronnbles), on whom 
clucfli at tins cntir.al hour had dciohod the dcfince , Which - 
lias peculiarly Iriuig from the iiwt iiunihcrs of the aK?ad* 
ants, hut hnlhant, niasti rh^^ and perfecth siicccfiiful 

Tins obstinate and fiercelT-contcstcd battle of Arkloii 
was indeed, by general consent, the hinge on winch the 
rebellion, turned Nearly 30,000 men, armed ci cry man of 
them with pikes, and 5000 with inuskcts, Bupporled also by 
some artillery, suflicicntly well scried to do coH'iderahlc 
execution at a most niiportant point in the line of defenc', 
could not he defeated without a lery Iriing Flniggle, And 
here, again, it is worthy of lecoiil, that Gcnoml Needham, - 
who commanded on this day, would haic followed the 
example of Generals Faucet mid Lofliis, ondhaie ordered n 
retreat, had he not been dctermmately opposed by Udoncl 
Skerret of the Durham regiment Such was the imhccihlyj 
and the want of moial courage, on the part of the military 
leaders for it would he unjust to impute any defect in - 
aminal courage to the feeblest of these leaders i General 
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Neddliani, foi example, exposed lua peison, wifliout reserve, 
tliioughoat tlie A^hole of tins difficult daj* Any amount of 
caiinot-sliot lie could face clieerfully, but not a trying re- 
sponsibility ' 

Prom tlic defeat of Aiklou, the rebels gradually retired, 
between the 9tli and the SOtli of June, to then mam military 
position of Vinegar Hill, ■wbicb lies immediately above the 
toivn of Eniiiscortby, and bad fallen into their hands, con- 
currently -with that place, on the 28th of May Here their 
whole forces, with the exception of perhaps 6000, — ^who 
attacked Geiieial Moore (ten and a -half years later the 
Moore of Cormiiia) i\hen marching on the 26th towards 
Wexfoixl, — liad been concentrated , and to this pointy there- 
fore, as a focus, had the royal army, 13,000 strong, until a 
respectable ailillery, undei flie supreme command of General 
Lake, converged in four separate dmsions, about the 19th 
and 20th of June. Tlie great blow was to be struck on tlie 
21st , and the plan wTis, that the royal forces, moving to the 
assault of the lebcl position upon four imes at right angles 
to each other (as if, for instance, from Uie four cardinal points 
to the same centre), should surround their encampment, and 
shut up every avenue to escape On this plan, the field of 
battle would have been one vast slaughter-house , for quarter 
was not granted on either side.^ But the quadrille, of it 
were ever seriously concerted, was entirely defeated by the 
failure of General Needham, w'ho did not present himself 
wnth hts division until mno o’clodr, a full half-hour after the 
battle was over, and thus earned the so bnqi iet of The late^ 

^ “For quarter was not granted on eitficr side ” — repeat, as ill 
along and necessarily I have repeated, that which orally I was told at 
the tunc, or which subsequently I Iinio read in published accounts 
But the reader is aware by this time of my steadfast conviction that 
more easily might a camel go through the eye of a needle, than a 
reporter, fresh fiom a campaign blazing wath partisanship, and that 
partisanship representing ancient and hereditarj feuds, could by 
possibility cleanse himself from the vines of such a prejudice 

3 The same jest was applied to Mr Pitt’s brother When First 
Lord of the Admiralty, people callmg on him as late as even 10 or 
11 r 51 were told that his lordship was ndmg m the Park On-this 
account partly, but more pomtedly vnth a mahcions reference to the 
contrast between his languor and the fierj actinty of his father, the 
first earl, he was jocularly called The late Lord Chatham, 
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General NccUum 'Whrllier thi* fi'jh.re wen n,-ftUv ui Him 
olficer, or (as was aHej,cr1 1)\ 1»« Im'l In'*'!! alrwol)' pre- 

conceilwl in Hip intoHsistcnt onlpt? iTiitil lo l»tu b\ fJeatnl 
Lake, willi thccosert iiilcnlion, n^iimm of rntnifully 

connteraclmg Iim own fcbrine of vIioIcmIp \i«fph''ra— to Uui 
das remains obsenrp TlirtlfiPl of llml <Kla), in wliatcvi.r 
way caiMcil, was for onro such as must win 
applaii-c lln* adion had cmnim need at pcsen o’clorkin the 
morning, h> half]*a«t tight, the whoh rthel nimy was jn 
flight , and, naUiinllj making for the only point left nn- 
ginixlod, it u-cajHil with no gi\nt slanghtor (hiii leiying 
behind all its arlillerj, ind a goo*! dial of \alnnlih jilniidtt), 
through what was fncttioiMlj talhd ever aftfrw .tils jV'"?' 
ham’s Gay After this rajiital rout of \ mi gar Ilill, the 
rebel armj d.u b\ dav inotildend nwaj A large lutlj, 
liowcscr, of ibe licrecst and most disjierale conlmnetl for 
some time to make flj mg mart lies in sll dirpctunis, accordmg 
to tlic positions of tlip King’s fonts, and ibc momenlftTj* 
faionr of accidents Once or twice Ibej were brtii’ohl to 
action bs Sir James Dutf and Sir Cliarlcs A*giU; and,' 
ludicroiisls oiiovigb, once mort tbej were nuffeted to psc-tiic 
by tbe etei iial dedij e of the “ } ue Needham ” At length, 
howcicr, after niniij vkiniiidies, and all aanelics of local 
success, the} finall} dispcr=id u)ion a bog in the Conula of 
Dnbhn hfaii} desperadoes, howeser, took np tlicir qnartiva 
for a long liiiic in the dwaif woods of Killanghiim, nc.ar 
Enniscoilhy, ’o-snming tlic trade of nuiraiulors, hut hull* 
crously designating tliomsclvcs the Balics in the Wood It is 
an inexplicable fact, tint many descitcra from tbo militia 
regiments, who had beliaaetl well tbroughout the taiiipaign, 
and adhered faithfully to their colours, now resorted to tins 
confederation of the woods , from which it cost FOinc tronhlo 
to dislodge them Another party, in the woods and moun- 
tains of Wicklow, were found still more formidable, and 
contmued to infest the adjacent coniitry through the ensuing 
winter 'These were not finally ejected from their lairs until 
after one of their chiefs had heen kiUcd in. a night slarniisli 
hy a young man defending his liouso, and the other chief, 
weary of his savage life, had surrendered himself to trans 
portation 
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li liiffusccl general salisfAclion thronglionfc Irolanfl, that, 
on tlie \cn* day before tbe final engagement of Vinegar 
Hill. liord Comwallio made his entry into Dnblm as the nen 
Loi'il-Licufenant A xnoctamalion, issned early in July, of 
Heneanl amnesty to all who had elicd no blood except on the 
field of battle, notified to the coiintiy tbe new spirit of policy 
which now di<tingm«hcd the goicnnncnt, and, doubtless, 
that one merciful change woikcd inaivels in healing the 
agitations of the land Still it ivas thouglit necessary that 
sei ere justice should take its course amongst the most conspic- 
uous leaders or agents m the insmTcction Martial law still 
prei ailed , and under that law we know, tin ough a speech 
of the Duke of Wellington’s, how entirely the lery elcracnts 
of justice are dependent upon indi\idual folly or caprice 
Many of those w ho had shown the gieatest generosity, and 
wntli no slight ii&k to themsches, were now' selected to snflui 
Bagenal Haney, n Profc'-tant gentleman, who had held the 
supreme command of the rebel army for some time with 
infinite legation to himcelf, aiwl taxed with no one instance 
of cruelty or excess, Mas one of those doomed to execution. 
He hid possessed an cslito of nearly lluce thousand pei 
annum ; and at the same Innc with him was executed 
another gentleman, of more than three tunes that estate, 
Corncliuis Grogan Singular it was, that men of this condi- 
tion and pioperty, men of feeling and refinement, should 
liaie slaked the happiness of then families upon a contest so 
forlorn Some there were, howciei, and possibly these 
genllemui, who could ha\c explained then motiies intelli- 
gibly enough they had been foiced bx poiscuitioii, and 
actually baited into the ranks of the rebels One pictui- 
es/puc dilference m the deaths of these two gentlemen was 
remarkable, ns contrasted w itli Ihcir prei loiis habits. Grogan 
was coiistitutioimllj timid , and yet he faced the scaffold and 
the tiying preparations of the executioner with foititude. 
On. the other hand, Bagenal Hnn'cy, who had fought sex oral 
duels xxith coolness, exhibited cousidciable trepidation in lus 
last moments Perhaps, ui both, the diffeicncc might be due 
entirely to some pliy'sical accident of health, or momentaiy 
nerx'oua derangement.^ 

1 Perhaps also not. Pos^ihlj enough there may bo no call for any 
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Ainonj; tlio crovtl, liowcKr, of per on, V'lio sHfTcrcd «lcalh 
at lliw (linstrous era, tlicru wrje hsa thnt tnsMt a rptfal 
coininemoration foi Ihcir \irluo«6 icsistanct, hi (li‘«>'c:»arJ ol 
all pcraonnl n*!!., to « liornd f.’inbci'tin of cnipif j* Onr im 
a butcher, the other ,i n'af,mng iiiiiii — both rcl>tl» But 

buch aeejitxmal ,rtlutiou fvir, after all, fare be notloo. to tsohe 
— uo dufiivs tiniiire witiiis As rfewlt lJi“ SuibJeii itil<tit inj,’ tit 
cImneUra on tin seilTolil— tlio ooneUtutininlly liriic inin nil it ohu 
becoming tiiiii<I, ami llic liintd min bitwi ini; lipvc—il must Im 
remembered tJiil llio jiirlicular sort of eonnge ijutiriblo to 
duelling, wlan the dinner it inticb nnm* of a fugitiit and wsmu'itiry 
order tlmn Ibal wliab iint<its a lia'tlc la^Uiig fur licnirt, «li'i>i.nd,4 
nimobt enlirtlj in>on a imn s <• ‘uOt'r'c / 1 < oum Iticf — i pcc ilnnty 
of mmd ivliali tiiHUi iltogtllar ijnrl from Hfttup rl>^M n H o’’ coiirw'e, 
nlietbcr inord or pbjmil u imllj thii mode of conrsps it bit a 
trmsformed crpn«-ioii fo*- a iniii'uii'i temptrairf ut, A nun n ho It 
hibiluilly dcpu^bLil b> a cnn,tiiutioiial Ldnl of dv’pomhtcj iraj 
carry Into a duel a (.ubli'iic pnutiplo of c'liii, rclf tieriCchiK counts^ 
ns bung poiiililj iiUcrlj v about Iiojh’ a courig», therefore, fthicii 
has to light uitli intiniid nbiitince, to nhi.h lluro inaj be nothiug 
corrcsiKiiiding in a cbcirful Umperunent 

But lilt re lb uiotlar and bcpitili' a i iir\ thnitigii Mhnli IhC'fcar of 
death mv) happui to ait ns a di tnrbing force, and ino>* frri>spd irJj, 
as Mtwtd III rchlioii to inord eimr%e and tlrutglli of nuiid TMs 
anomalous fono is the iniigiintuo and shadoi*} terror ullb I'hleh 
diffiruit minds rctoil from dulli — not coii'idernl is in agony or 
tormint, but consulirid as a injbU'ri, and, iioxt after Oml, as the 
most iiifiiiitc of III} stones In a brm, iiu i tliU tirror ino} hi]>pru to 
bo strong , lu a pusdhmmous imn, stnipl} tbrough incrtnoy. and 
origmil frobloncss of inn„m ilion, roij li ippcn to be scaroelj diiiolojieil. 
This oscdhtioii of horror, altomitinj, licUccn dcith as an agony and 
dcith as a m}stcr}, not only i lists with a corrcsiionding set of contc 
qticiicLS accoidiiigly ns one or other prcnils, but is sometiroes con 
sciOMsly coiitunplitid and juit into the scilrs of coinpirison ind 
counter laluitiou 1 or iiist intc, one of the c iris Ciisars reiicsred the 
case thus " Anion nolo nir csk ntorluiim nthil icalitno" (From death 
as the act and xiroocbs of dsiiig, I icsoH but ns to death, Mowed as a 
pormiiient stale or condition, 1 don’t sihio it at i straw) ^Vl it thi' 
jiirtioulir Ccsir detested, and sitwtd with bnniiiig malice, wis death 
the ngoii} — death the ]ih}i,liil torment As to deitli Hid mjsfti} 
want of scnbibiht} to the iiilinitc ind tlio shidow} Iiad disumcd (Im 
of its terrors for liim Ytl, on Uio contrar} , how many nro there svlii 
face the mere pli}slcal inguidi of d>iDg with stem indifference Bit 
dcith the mjsterj — dcith Hut, not siHslicd with changing on: 
objective, may attack oven the roots of olir snbjectisc — fficre lies Hr 
mute, ineffable, voiceless lioriw beforo ivbicli ill human courngc i 
abisbed, osen is all lininin resistance becomes cliildisli when meisiit 
Ing itself agiinst gravitation 
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tbcj must Imvc 'been trill j generous, brave, anil noble-nniuleil 
wen. Dunng the oceupalion of lVe\foid bj* the rebel anny, 
they were repeatedly the sole oppouents, iil great personal 
risk, to tlie general wissncre then inedilatcd by some fen 
p'lpisli bigots. And, linnlly, when all resistance sccnicd 
likely to bo nuav ailing, tliey both demanded resolutely fi-oui 
tlic chief p ilrun ol lliih atrocious policj tliat lie sbould fight 
tbemsclvcs, aimed in whatever way he might picfor, and, 
ns thej expicsaed it, “prove Imii'-clf a man,” before lie 
Ehonld lie at liboitj to sport lu this wholesale way with 
innocent blood 

One painful fact I will state, m taking leave of this 
subject , and f/ud, I believe, will be quite suflicient to suslam 
anv thing I hav e said m disparagement of the gov eminent , 
bv whidi, however, I mean, in justice, the local administra- 
tion of Irelamb For, as to the supreme government in 
En^'iud, that body must bo supposed, at the utmost, to have 
pK'lvely acquiesced in tlic rccommcnditions of the Irish 
Cabinet, cvui when it mlcrftrcd so far In paiticular, the 
stouigmgs and llagollationb resorted to m Wexfoul awl 
, Kildare, &c , must have been ongmally suggested by minds 
fmnliar vvilb tlie habits of the Irish aristoei-icy in the treat- 
ment of dependants Civudid Irishmen w ill ndiml that the 
h.ibit of kiclving, or thicatemng to kick, wmteia iii coffee- 
hou'cs 01 other menial dependants — a liabit wliicli, lu 
England, would be met lustautlj by defiance and menaces 
of action for assault and battciy — is not jet altogctlier 
obsolete m Ireland^ Tlmtj' years ago it was still iiioie 
prevalent, and presupposed that spuit and temper m tlie 
treatment of menial dependants out of wliieli, doubtless, 
arose tlic practice of judicial (i c , tentativ c) flagellation'' 
Meantime, that fact wntli wlmJi I piopo«e to close my 
recollections of tins giCvit lumnlfc, and which seems to be 
a suflicient guarantee for the verj- severest reflections on tbo 
spirit of the government, is expressed significantly in the 
teiins, used babilnally by Boman Catholic gentlemen, in 
prudential exculpation of themselves, when threatened with 
inquiry foi their conduct dunng these times of agitation — 
** I thank my God that no man can charge mo justly with 
^ “ iYb< yel cltogdhcr ohsoWc ”, — ^Wnlten in 1833. 
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liftving saved the life of aiij Pwte'tant, or lionfio from 
pillage, lijr my xnterco«'K’u xntli tlie rebel diief<s’ Howl 
Dul men boast of collu'sion ml’iajotcncc and the spirit ol 
massacre ? IVlmt did ihnt mean 7 It meant tins . — Some 
Itoinnn Catholics bad pleaded, and pluidcd tnth, as a n'a'on 
for special uidulgeiice l{jtbem&.Ucs,lltnt anj infiwnco wbicli 
might belong to them, on the score of religion or of priiat 
fncmlMnp, nith the ivliel aulhoritit®, had been ti'cd hj Uiem 
on hclialf of pcr-<ei,ut<d ProtcstaiitK, either in deitvenng them 
altogether, or in •softening their doom Hut, to the pui’j>ripe 
of cxciyhodv, this pica was so far from licing enterlaiiied 
faxoutablj b\ the court-, of inquiry, that, on the eontrarj, an 
argument nna built upon it, dangerous in the la^t tlcgito to 
the pltadei “You admit, tliin,” it was retorted, “having 
had this \crj considcrablt itiHucncc upon the rebel cuimcthi 
your inlhiciicc cxtcudtd to tlie sasing of lises ; in that case 
no must BupjMic jon to base been hnoun i>*-irulely ns llicir 
friend and supporter " Thus to have elelivcrcd an inuoeent 
man ftoui murder argued tint the deliieror tmi-l ha\e been 
an accomplice of the tmtnlciuus jeartj llc.idily it mav bo 
6upposc<l tint few would be di<-poscd to urge* sucb a vindica- 
tion, when It liLcaiiie hiiowai in wlnt wnj it was lihelj to 
operate. The goicnniieiil iL-»lf Imd made it penloiis to pro- 
fess huni.iuit} , and c\er\ man liciiceforwanl gloried publicly 
in his eallousiiess .nid iii'cn*-ibilitj , ns the one best rafoguard 
to ImuBclf on a path to elosel^ bcstt willi rocks 
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TREXCH ETTASIOX OP mELAifD, AXD SECOND REBEEHON 
- w 17QR1 
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The decisive tattle of Vinegai Hill took place at Mid- 
snmmcr • and vntli tliat battle terminated tbe First Rebel- 
lion Two months later, a French force, not making fully 
a tliousand men, under the command of General Humbert, 
landed on tbe west coast of liuland, and agam roused tbe 
Irish peasantry to msurrcction. This latter insurrection, 
and the invasion which aroused it, natnrally had a pecuhar 
interest for Lord "Westport and myself, who, in our pre- 
sent abode of Westport House, were hvmg- in its local 
centre 

I in pirdcnlar uas led, by heanng on every side the 
conversation reverting to the dangers and tragic incidents of 
the era, separated irom ns b\ not quite te o j ears, to make 
inquiries of evcrjbody who had personally participated in 
tbe commotions Records there were on every side, and 
memorials even m our bedrooms, of this French visit , foi 
at one time they had occupied Westport House in some 
strength The largest town m our neighbourhood was 
Castlebai, distant about deien Insh miles To this it was - 
that the Erench addressed their very earhest effoits. Ad- 
vanemg rapidly, and with their usual style of theatneal 
confidence, they had obtamed at first a degree of success 
which was almost surprising to their own insolent vanity, 

V ^ Fortlie mitter of tins cbiptcr Do Qmncej reverts to his piper in 
TatCs Magazive for April 1834 — iL 
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nnd winch, long nfturw ard-*, htcnnea ^nhjocf of hitler niorh- 
fication to our own arnn. ll'id there bctu at this iKjiUt any 
cncigy at all corresponding to that of iho cneinv, or tom- 
inoiisiiratc to the intnii'iic Riipiniorllj of our own froops in 
stcadincs't, the hViitli would have bum compLlh.l to Is^ 
down their nnii The f \pfin iicc of Iho'-e dtijs, howcitr, 
showed how deliutnt ir the hncsL coiupositioii of an army, 
unices where its nnilid line lv(n developed by 

jnuctiee , nnd how liahle is all couiugt, when Utterly mex- 
perienad, t« «udden pun&j. This gsteo nadm ? advance, 
which would have foundered utterly against a single bstlabOM 
of the troops which fouglitin 1812-11 nuiong»t the Pv relicts, 
was here for the moment succc'-ful 

The bishop of tins fee, Dr Stoeh, with Ins whole hau*e- 
hold, and, indeed, Ins whole pistoril clnige, bcuinie on thw 
occasion piisoncn to the enemy The Rcpnhlican hend- 
iiuartcw were lived for a time ui the Dpi'copal Pnlaco and 
there it w is that Gentnl Humbert and hia stiifT lived in 
faimhai uitcicour>-c with the bishop , who thua becamo 
well qualified to roioid (which he <-wii afterw aids did in an 
anonjmoiis pimjihlet) the leading cimunslviiircs of the 
Preach inciir&ioii, and the consequent iiisui rectum in Con- 
naught, as Will as the most stiikmg features in the eliai- 
aelci and depuilmeiit of the itepubluan olhcci's Hiding 
over the scene of llusc U ius,ict ions d ill j for some months, 
m comp uij w iih Di Petci Brow ne, the Dean of Ferns (an 
illegitimate son of the Hto Lord Altamont, nnd therefore 
lialf-brollicr to the jirc'ciit), who'c sacred character had not 
prevented him fiom taking that military part whicli seemed, 
in those dilhcult moments, a dutj of elementary patriotism 
laid upon all alike, I eujoj ed ni luy opporUuntles for check- 
ing the statemenfa of the bishop The small body of French 
tioops which undertook this lemotc seivico had bcc'ii de- 
tached m one-half from the armj of the Rhine, Uic other 
half had seivcd undci Napoleon in his first foreign cmi- 
IKHgn ^v'i7 , the Italian campaign of 1 TOG, which accomplished 
the conquest of Noithem Italy Those from Germanj 
showed hy their looks and then meagre condition how much 
they had sufieicd , and sonic of them, in dcsci thing their 
Laidslupt!, told their Irish acquaintance that, diuing Ibe 
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Mege ftf Met?, which h'‘ti ocouml «i tlii* pri'MoiH “ 

of 17'>7jUn,\ lati feltpi ill hohi iivulo four ffi.t holow the 
sorfuco ot the eiiow Ono off.m dedai'tji ‘iolenmly tlmt ho 
hall a£*t <Tftcc forihor thmi hj* hikuig off iia 

for a i'orioil of tuclve monlh-? Tlw pin-ufo *ohhe»5 li.ul all 
the cscoUlial llttnig them foi ,i (I’flicult inul trjtttg 

ionioe— ‘‘inlelhgciuo, ndniti. tomporanco, palunco to n 
,^arpri'?ii>g dooTije, logctht-t with the c\.i(te5t di-tipUne” 
Tina IS the sUiloireiit of thoir ciiuhtl ami upught cnemv 
Yeh” the hishop, “ with all thcao nnitial qualities, if 
Toa except the grcimdior’, they had nothing to catch the cjc. 

' Thwr atatnre, for the most part, was low, their conijdcxion 
]ulc and yellow, their clothes much the worse foi wear, to 
a^apirficiil ohaciicr, thej would ha\c appeal ul immutable 
of etiiliiiiiig any hardship Thu»o were the men, howeicr, 
of whom It was presently observed, that thej could he well 
content to Ihe on bread or potAlocs, to dunk watei, to make 
the stones of the Elrecl their bed, and to sleep m their clothes, 
with no torcring but the c>inoi»j of ho i\ cn ” — “ IIow nisi, ' 
lajs Cicero, “is the rcniiue of l’ar«imoii 3 * ’ and, hj-- a 
thousand degrees more sinking, how celoNti.d is the strength 
that descends upon the feeble Ibroni'b Temperance ! 

Ttinaj well bo imagined m wbat Iciror the families of 
Kilbila heal'd of a Picneb mvi«ion, and the ncce'+itj* of iin- 
mediatelv ixcciviug a Itepubbuiu nrmj- At, UnnsciilotUs, 
these men aU oici Europe had the reputation of pursuing a 
ferocious iiiarandiiig policj , in fact, they were held htUc 
buttci Uian sanguinary birgaiids In uuuloui, it muat be 
" admitted that their comUiet at ICillala hehed these icporla , 
though, on the other hand, an ohiious luteicst obliged Ibein 
to a inoi’c pacifio deinoanour lu a land which tbcj saluted as 
fiicndly, and designed to iniee into extensne msuiicction 
The French uraij', so much dieidcd, at length ainved Tlie 
general and his staff entered the palace , and the first act of 
'one oflicer, on connng into the dining looni, was to adiance 
to the Bidcbnanl, sw’eep all the jdate into a basket, and’ 
dclnent to the bishop’s butler, with a charge to cany it olt 
to a place of cpcuiity ^ 

1 As Ibis lia]ii)enccl to l>o tlio truib, tbo bwliop Jut ngbt to report 
U Olhi'rmse, bis lonlsbip does not seem tobaio Imd imicb acquaint* 
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The French ofRuir?, ^uth the dclachinf’U h‘it under thch 
orders bj the commnndtr-iu-chief, staid about one inonui M 
Killnla This penod alloircd opportuiulies enough for ^ 
ficrviBg individual differences of eliancterj and tnc * 
tone of their manners Tltc^e opixirtuniliu wtix not t iro^ 
an ay upon the bishop lie imticcd mth a cnneal nr a He 
recorded on the spot, MhaP.ver fell vithui hi*; m\n ex^n- 
cucc. Had ht, howeicr, Inpiicned to he a ivjIiIhxI or 
courlicr bishop, his record would, iHrlmp®, Iwi I'ctu nip* 
pressed , and at am nle it would have h.cn volouwd n> 
prejudice As it wa<*, I Ix-lit^e it to hii\c licen the honfet 
testimonj of an honest man, .-i.d, comidoniig the imnu»e 
circumstaiilialitj of its dchncatioiis, I do not haioTc Uia, 
throughout the" re%olutionnrv war, any one d^fcinnent was 
made public which throw « so much light on the ' 
and composition of the French lltpuhlican arntie , *1^ 

consideration I shall extract a few juucigi's from the hi'* lep* 
personal 6lvctcht'«,t 

Tlio Coniimindei-iii chief of the rKUch anmuicut is 
thus dcluicatcd bj the bi‘-hop — 

“Humbert, the leader of this singular Iwdj of men, 
himself as extnvonlinnr) a jicisonagL is any m his arms. 
Of a good height and slmiK, in the full iigour oflif'^, pivmpi 
to deeidc, quiek m execution, apparently inabler of his art, 
jou could not refuse him the pr.ii ‘'0 of a good officer, ® 
his plij siognomj forh idc you to like liim as a man His 
eje, which was small and sleepy, cobt n sidelong gHnec o 
uisidiousiicss and c\tn of cruelly , it wxis the eye of a 
picpariiig to spring upon hei prey His education an ^ 
inaunets were indicalnc of a peison sprung from the lower' 

ance witU tbo 1 wncli sciiiieat mode of nrrauging tluir imWic acU for 
purposes of effect Cjnicat people (like myself, when 
to tins anecdote from the joai 1833) were too apt to remark that tnw 
plate and that basket were carefully iiumborcel , that the cinscop* 
butler (like Pharaoh’s) was liable, alas ' to bo Inugcd, in cose li 
plato were not fortbcomiug on a summons from headquarters an 
that tbo Killala “ place of security " was kindly Blrcnglbcncd, unuer 
the maternal anxiety ,of tbo rreneb Ucpuhlic, by doubling tbo Frcncii 
sentnes # nt n 

1 “ AKarratnc of what passed at Killala in tbo County of May 
and tbo parts adjacent during the Preneb Invasion in 1705. 1*7 
an Fyewitneos " London, 1800 — M 
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ortleis of society , though he knew hoii to assume, when it 
was convenient, the deportment of a gentleman For learn- 
ing, he had. scnicely enough to enable him to nnte Ins name 
His passions were furious, and all his hehavioni seemed 
marked mth the character of roughness and insolence. A 
narrower ohsenation of him, however, seemed to discovei 
that much of his roughness w’as the result of art, being 
assumed with the view of extolling by terror a ready com- 
liliance with his commands Of this truth the bishop hini- 
sdf was one of the first who had occasion to be made 
sensible ” 

The paiticular occasion here alluded to by the bishop 
arose out of the first attempts to effect the disembarkation 
of the military stores and equipments from the French 
shippmg, as also to forward them when landed The case 
w'as one of extreme ui^enoy , and proportionate allowance 
must be made for the French geneial. Every moment 
might bring the British cruisers in sight — ^two important 
expeditions had alieady been bafilcd in that w’ay and the 
absolute certainty, known to all jiarties ahke, that delay, 
under these circumstances, was tantamount to rum , that 
upon a difference of ten or fifteen minutes, this way or that, 
might happen to hinge the w'hole issue of the expedition , — 
such a consciousness gave unavoidably to every demur at this 
critical moment the colour of treachery Neither boats, nor 
carts, nor horses, could be obtained, the owners most 
imprudently and selfishly retinng from that service Such 
bemg the extremity, the French general made the bishop 
responsible for tlie execution of his orders but the bishop 
had ‘really no means to enforce this commission, and failed 
Upon that. General Humbert threatened to send liis lordship, 
together with his ivhole family, prisoners of war to France, 
and assumed the air of a man violently provoked Here 
came the crisis for determinmg the bishop’s weight amongst 
his immediate flock, and his hold upon their affections 
One great bishop, not far off, would, on such a tnal, have 
been exultii^ly consigned to his fate that I well know , 
for Lord Westport and I, merely as his visitors, were attacked 
^ m the dusk so fiercely wuth stones, that we were obliged to 
forbear going out, mdess m broad dayhght Luckily the 
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lu^umod to tlii-m l>i thp IVncli gctienl, not, m ' > ' 
arnft^ upon tlm uAu-1, Inil ns damn O^c <>qnsl> oi 

oiri.cr l.ft m command at j‘ 

of Il»c cmnnnti.l.r m d.uf na- r£<i’»rnl d-< ulttn J J 
name of Clnr..>u Ho 

fitc jeats lI>o ron of a Vxxi<~um vildimakvr. 
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he hope*! to p*-olil, he hnrl hu n foilunatc inot'di to 
lonng uonnn who !.r«H«hl him a j>latilttion »oi 
Lnij uha-h nn*. nput*<l to Imc >teWv!>l hmi a 
of ;£2000 6f<r]ing irt,r ammni Hut ihn, of , 

nent to unck m emo iliy, upon that mad tld w*' of 
Trench Con\cntion ulmh prr>dJimi<! liturty avilltouf 
Imclion, antliout rc.'ln<.lions and uithont gtadaliotie, o ^ 
imprcpaicd and forocums lugiocst lj\cn Ins ane t 
daugliter uould have perifhcd simultnuLOudy 'Uith hts p 
peilj.hiil for Englnh prototUoii, aalndi delta cred thcuU^in 
the hlaclv pahre, and tiansfened thcju to .larnaira t * *■' 
lionet or, though eafe, thej nerc, as respected 5 yJ' 1V^» 
Charost, unatoidahly caplncs , and “1ns ejcs nrouht i , 
eajs the hishop, “nhen he told the fannlj that he had no 
pccn. tliaoe deal rdatiits for six years past, nor cten »at 
tidings of them for the last three years” On Ins jclurn 
France, finding that to haae hocn a watchniahers son was no 

^ 1 learo tius iias'age as it nns nnllen tniginallj under a® 
prcssion then nniveriall} current But, lYom a hat IJioie ^ 

on this subject, I heg to he considered as speaking \ erj dounuu > 
the true caases of the St Domingo disssters 
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longer a bar to the lioiiom’s of Uie military profession, lie 
had entered Hie army, and, had risen -bj merit to the ranlc 
yliidi lie now held. " He had a plain, good iiiidorstaiulmg 
lie seemed careless oi doiibtftil of revealed religion , but 
s.'ud'tlmt he believed in God, was incluidd to thiiikthat 
there must be a future state ; and iias very sure that, while 
he lived in this world, it was his duty to do all the good to 
his fellow-creatuies that he could Yet what he did not 
eslubit m his oivn conduct, he appeared to respect m others , 
for he took care that no noise or disturbance should be made 
in the castle [i c , the bishop’s palace] on Sundays, wlulo 
the family, and many Protestants from the toivn, were 
assembled in the libraiy at their devotions 

“ Boudet, the ne\t in command, was a captain of foot, 
twenty-eight years old His fathci, he said, was still living, 
though sixty-seven 3 ears old when he was born His height 
was SIX feet two inches. In person, complexion, and gravity, 
he was no inadequate representation of tlie Knight of La 
' Mancha, whose example ho followed in a recital of his own 
prowess and wonderful exploits, delivered in me,asnrcd lan- 
guage and an imposing seriousness of aspect” The bishop 
represents liiin as vam and imtable, but distinguished by 
good feeling and principle Anotlier officer was Ponson, 
described as five feet six inches high, lively and animated in 
excess, volatile, noisy, and chattering, a Voiitrance “He 
was hard}'-,’’ Ba3'’s the bishop, “ and patient to admiration of 
labour and want of rest” And of this last quality the 
following wonderful illustration is given — "A continued 
matching oifive days and mghts together, when the rebels were 
grouing desperate for prey and mischief, dtd not appeal to sink 
his spirits tn the smallest degree” ^ 

^ Contrastmg with the known rapacity of the French Re- 
pubboan army in all its ranks the severe honesty of these 
particular officers, we must come to the conclusion, either 
that they had been selected for their tried qualities of absti- 
'neuce and seK-control, or else that the perilous tenure of their 
' footing m Ireland had coerced them into forbearance Of 
this same Ponson, the last described, the bishop declares, that 
“ he was strictly honest, and could not bear the absence of 
this quality in others, so that his 'patience was pretty well 
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tried li\ luAx albt-^" At lunt. l.e tKi.r,_s 5 ed 

111. coij'tcnipt for religion in a ^\v ivliicl. «»• 
reason foi nscnlimg to Atinitj— tin* nu-rabk ntru nition of 
ippcimttr M otse tliau lie i.nllj n as One o«iCf r there v, a?, 
named True, nlioic bmlilitj recnlltd llto impnssion, ki 
disfulvantagPoH? to Tronch xxj.abhcam-m, a\lucK cl^ 
iMcn parlmllj elfac*.! b) tlie inannet. awl condufl of lti* 

comrade? fn Imn llie bialmp (and not tbe bi-liop onlv, but 
mam ofmt own mfommnto, to whom True bad bi'ii raanbartv 
known) as'cnk=< "a front of bra-.?, an ince?nnt fraudful 
anulc, iinniKn, allogtlber uilgar.niul m In? dn,?* ft’id jicreon 
a noj^lcct of tU inlinc^a even liC\on<l llio (ifTcctca iitgligui'C 
of repuMiraii^ ” 

True, lio\\e\tr, Imppilv, iu»l ana uxt' pnn* 

cipk? or the polvcj of In? Mijienors prf \aiU -<1 To tbtm, not 
merely lu ihoir o^\n conduct, but iti tlicii T'J'P 

ing that uiflucncu mUkIi Uitt held nver their nif»?t bigoted 
nlhc«, the Prolfc-tanl? of Coimauglit were under ilotji oldiga 
tion? Speaking nurcU i? to properlj, the hoi«>t bwiop 
renders the follow mg jn-vtite to the tneinj — '* And here it 
would be an net of gnat mjU'lne to the excellent di«cipunc 
constaiith inaintaiutd by then imndir-i while they reman'cd 
in our town, not to reiinik tint, with evert lemiiUitiou^to 
plunder which the time aiul the mimber of %nlHablc artii its 
within their reach pn\?tntetl to them in the hishop'? jnlact, 
from a sidtbmrd of plate and qlassi =, a hall Idled w illi hats, 
whip?, and greitcoit®, a- wtll of the guests as of the faniilj, 
not a single particular of private propeilj was found to have 
been earned awav, vvhcii the owner?, after the fir=t fright, 
came to look for thnr etfccts, winch was not for a day or 
two after the landing’’ Even m matter? of dclicticv the 
same forbearance was exhibited — "Jla?idc the entire ufio of 
other apartment?, during the stay of the Ficiich in Killala, 
the attic storey, containing a library, and three hedchamber?, 
continued sacred to the bi?liop and his family* And so 
Ecmpnloiis was the delicacy of the French not to disturb the 
female part of the house, that not one of them was ever seen 
to go higher than the middle floor, except on live evening ol 
the success at Castlebar, when two officers b^ged leave It 
carry to the family the news of the battle , and seemed t 
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lilllo iiiotl!iU‘>l tliat till! nevs wa'i i<*tci\pd vitli nn an* of 
dispn.U'-raptioa*” T1u»m>, Imi.vor. voic not tl>o 
"instance^ of tlinfc eminent tmice wlmb llic Preneb bail it m 
then powir to lender on tlu=5 orcasion. The lojal nmy 
bftbaictl ill m c\eiy ?en'io Lial*le to criiitiniml panics m 
the fsobl — ^p'lnics vlncb, Iml for llie ovorwlielining force 
accotnul iteil, awl tbc ilbcretion of Ijonl Coinwalb®, wonbl 
ln\e_l'et}n fetal to Ibo good cause — tbc rojjil forces erred, as 
iintbinbingly, in the nbnee of aiiv momenlar> tnumpb 
Forgetting tbal tbc rebels bold many bost.igcs in tbcir bands, 
ibcA at once recomincnccd tbc old. syslcra practised in Wex- 
ford and Kildare, of banging and sbooting mtbout Inal, and 
mtbout a tbongbt of tbe hoinble ivpiisals that might bo 
ndo))lcd These leprisal®, bat for tbc fortunate influence of 
tbe French coinniandcrs, and bnt for tbeir great energy in 
ajiplniig that influence accordmg to the exigencies of time 
and place, would baie been made it cost tbe whole weight 
of the French po\\ei\ their influence was stretched almost 
to breaking, before tbc} could accomplish their purpose 
of neutralising tbc senseless cruelty of the rojabsts, and 
of saving the trembling Protestnnta. Dreadful were the 
anxieties of these moments ami I mjsclf beard persons, at a 
> distance of nearly two years, declare that tbcir lives bung at 
that time by a thread , and that, bnt for tbe hasty approach 
of tbe Lord-Lieutenant by forced marches, that thread would 
I have snapped “We beard with panic,” said they, “of the 
madness avbicb cbaractcnsed tbe proceedings of our m- 
disant fnendb and, for any chance of safetj, unnioidablj 
we looked only to our nominal enemies — the staff of tbc 
French army ” 

One story was still current, and aery fieq[uenfcly repeated, 
at tbe time of my own. residence upon tbc scene of these 
transactions It would not be fair to mention it, without 
saying, at the same time, that tbc Bishop, whose discretion 
was so much impeached by tbe aflair, bad tbe candour to 
blame Inmself most heanly, and always applauded tbe rebel 
for the lesson bo bad given him Tbe case was this — Day 
alter daj* tbc loyal foiccs bad been accumulating upon 
nnhtarj posts in tbe neiglibourhood of Killala, and could be 
descried from elevated stations in that town Stones 

VOIi I B 
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tra\cllt*d mnmU'\»co«BH to IvilW*, o\xs^ hoot, of tin ntro- 
cities vliidi iimiUtt tlifii at\..i«ice , ii‘ntiv, «Vjis1>iK h itg 
fictioMB, eitliur of Wiml li'itiieil, or of t'uat ffit(ri'j..3 pcluy 
wliicli Eouglit to mike the rein'll by Vniptui’/ llim 

into the K‘^t i\tv( iintie'j of }*inh but, nulnjijiih, too mu>'!i 
counluiaiiettl, as to tluir riuimI oiillme, l*j isci cs on tlit, 
i-oial ]iiirt, nln nh jiroiul, iiul undcinliik UIi ferinuit 
and tlip nuxuti men istd cieij lnnit nmoiijj-t tlia reipl 
occuiunti of Killiili Tile 1 rtiioh 1ml mi pjMur to jno’ert, 
bejond till, innrdoiic of their itiilm'iicc a** .illie’'j anl>in the 
ven criMs of this alannuit' sittmtnni, a ii.l>l tame to the 
Bishop, null the in ns lint the rn\al t.i\iilrv vis at lint 
moment adtantin^ from hli£*o and cmiM hi Ita^cd aloii,? the 
countrj h) l!ie lint of hli/tii}; !ioii-ts ■which ni'eomp'inn d 
then march 1 he Bishop doubti-d thi«, ind c'tpre— »'d his 
donht “Come with nu',’fud the rtWl, H na« a nailer 
of pohej to Meld, and hw lunlbhip went 'Jlii) ascended 
together the Ntidlc tonei-liiU, fnmi the Miinmit <f Mhnli 
the bishop non discos ered that the fiirce nlwl had spokui 
but too liiih A line of Miiokt and fiic ran o\tr the 
couiitrj in the ixir of a f-lion,' pitiol detathc*! from the 
King’s foicio The moment n u- trUical; the rebtrs eyo 
ctpruiisul tiie unsclfled stale of his feelings, and at that 
instant the impriuUnl bishop nttcrid n “iiitnnont nhieh, to 
his djiiig daj, he could not forgit. “’Jlitj,” said ho, mean 
ing the ruintd housts, “aic onlj nixtUiod uahin«" The 
rebel innsud, mid for a fen momi uls teemed in ttlftcinflitt 
a dreadful niloital to the Bishop, nlm hecamo M?nsiWc of 
his onn extreme imprudtuce the acr\ moment nftoi the 
words had escaped hiiu llonetei, the m.m contented him* 
self null saying, after a paiwc, “A pool man’s cabin is to 
him as dear as a palate" It is pi obahlc that this lelprt ams 
far from expressing the deep moral iiidignntioii at his lairt, 
though his readiness of miiul failed to fiiinish him avitli any 
other more stinging , and, in such ca«es, all depends upon 
the first movement of Mndictive feeling being broken 'J'lio 
Bishop, honever, did not foigct the lesson he had received , 
nor did he fail to hlainc himself most heat ily, not so much 
for his imprudence, as for his thoughtless adoption of a 
language exin-cssing an austoci-atic hiiutcm that did not 
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e\cc ««<’5 of fbul ItrttlmU in the ti l f F<jldj io tlic tUtlor- 
p»l ronipkxjon (h*, at loni-l, I of tlm jiolioy ]mr*nui 

li\ goxuniiicjit In Wpxfohli Kii<iiTv, Mxitlt, &c.t 

it lia<\ lioun judged nhiciblc to ndopr, .i*' p ‘'tut of prccau* 
luiintj policj, not for tlic pwnidnncnl, Imt foi tiie di'-crntj^ 
of rcbtlliou* iuirpo>^S ineasurfx of Hio (im “t t'vciilj ; not 
increlj fi-cc fjti ut<. lings of the sold loij, with lib"rtj (oyexm 
an txj>ri''S roninii“'ion) to commit outiigc and int-ull'^ iiiviii 
all mIio \siro hu^jicttcil, ujnm all ■who i\‘fii‘'cd to counttiiaiico 
•mcli measuit'*, upon all who pfr'-umed to qUislion llicir - 
justice, lint tiiii, undei coloui of inpiiiil law, to mtUct 
ciopping'-, and pitch cajuiing^, hnlf-hniigings, and llm toiture 
of “pickctiiigs" , to sii nothing of homes hurnul, and fatm“ 
laid ua>ti -things uhicli wcto done dnilj, and under imli- 
larj ofileis , the jiurjiosc atowid heinp either tciiReanpe for 
soiiu* known act of insuirccltun, or the dtlormination to 
extort confc''‘iioiiv 'I’oo often, however, ns inaj will he 
supposed, in such utter diHirganisation of rociotv, juiv'itc 
malice, cither pei-onal or on account of old fuiuU fcud‘‘, ms 
the true pinicijdo at work And iinnj ueio llin® driven, hj’^ 
lucre frenrv of just indignation, or, jierimp", hv mere des-' 
peralioii, into acts of rebellion vvhicli ike the) had not 
meditated Now, in Connaught at this time the Kimc liar 
barons pubev was no lungci piiriucd , aud then it via'' seen 
that, unless maddened hy ill iwage, the pca«antrj were 
capable of great self-control Tlicrc was no repctilmn of the 
Enniseoitby inas.'-aeres , and it was impossible to exphun 
lioncstlv why Ibcro was none, witbout, at the same time, 
reflecting back ujion that atrocitj some colour of jnllmtion. 
These things considered, it must be granted that there 
was a spirit of uiijaEtifinble violence in the rojnl nimyon 
achieving then triumph It is shocking, however, to ob- 
serve the effect of panic to irritate the instincts of cruelty 
and sangiunarj violence, even in the gentlest minds. I 
remember well, on occasion of tlie memorable tumults in 
Bnstol (autumn of 1831), that I, for my part, could not 
read without horror and indignnfiou one statement (made, I 
believe, oflicially at that time), which jet won the cordial 
approbation of some ladies who had pailicipalcd in the panic 
r allncle to that part of the report which represents several 




Auron?of:iuviiv 


SC2 

Ihinsr? 'vitlt Jt " of c''Oitiviu\ otiir*, ui'l tl’sl T»y 
toMkiv wcr" isit.oiii^m' iWt ftij-noi 10 t!ic ImK 
trailfiw m <li’sterit\ nt ilm.* fn ••>'» Utfc f'ovr 

"twv \('n wc\n of tl'v.r jni* t->, mj'I '’I'-n' to «-fe *lvn>j' 
iinrcli olT to ('till r fpjartor 

Tito inilitart ojKt.Uf'ti i»i {I»r l» .>f '*ui> 5 »ainU v<^^. tlif 
i.’-cditai'li , m tlii'lii-t 'l''},rio, to tlie t'‘ tlto VJgthw. 

nod to lilt 't uhii'''! of tiio Ontij^o .ojin. IjHioU'tl ii'^'3 
Itccn n li >(li I lut Ti I th< nt) of Ua o-t stll 

on tlto Illtini lon'-KinrnlU he v .inn iimi'hhurotw oftojny 
— nttiil (iiiiill\ fur pirtiMn v irfw^ nt'tl for the 
nonhr nriiiii - Kr nlj ftlu< to the noc" i{>t under Ai*' 
cirauiiilain « of \ ii.oiir ntnl «it =ji U< h, nftor o V'jprttiK KtUala 
on the oMinnt; of tin 22(1 Ausm I (tin d-'J ol hji >h'«JO- 
hnrknti(in\ nhirc the finill Kinir m of in«ti (jrow'it a.i4 
feiieihle»i Ind nndc a tolc >Mo r* ■•i-lntn.t', ftU'l ftfti’r ollur' 
tiiiling airin'-, he Ind, on the 2tith, niarrhnl "JTitn't 
inr with nhinii 800 of h)'> onn nten, ntnl pf»ha|i* JiJOit to 
I'iOO of tilt. rehi.l« Ilmi nm the nUantvl of the 
royal irinj (loneial Lake (the 1/>»1 Like of Imlt'C 
Mnjor-Gcnenl Ilntclanton ilhe Lonl lItJtrhin'‘on of I’i-ryt) 
hvl ns-sLinhU'd npon tins point a nsjx'ftnhk forte , romi n\ 
upwards of '1000— othf nuj’uoi.' than 1100. The dr- 

gnccfiil result is ^Vf'k'non tj„r^'rciich, inaiJnng oH 
night oter mountain roids V 

thought impregnable if it ],j,a « ^>'‘ 4 t«lnm 

instead of n captain’s Rinnl, aurnnem/ 

Tnormng of the 2711. ^ ,1 k, it of 

nM r cimujMance, of thl enra ’ 

o clock in the morning, a cm^er ’ --.Uni 
the French advance , but, f some iiimcik,^ , 1 1 ' ? 
at head quarters, such ay had proved fatal ® 
once or twice m t?ie Wexford campaign 
disheheved , jet, if disbelieved, whj tlioi efor*”’"'! , 
Neglected, however, it wo-s, and nt seven, vsl-^'‘‘^“^ ™ * 
proved to he true, the rojnl nmv was dnwu , 
and confusion to meet the enemy Tlic French, 
jnil, seeing oiir strength, looked for no hetlcr lesult to 
sclv cs than summary suiTender , more espcciallj as i%tr 
arlilleij was well served, and soon began to tell upon their 
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ratiks 'Better hopes fust arose, as they afterwards declared, 
upon ohsei'vmg that many of the troops fired in a disorderly 
way, without waiting for the word of command , upon this 
they took new measures in a few minutes a pome arose , 
General Lake ordeied a letreat , and then, in spite of all 
tint could he douc by the indignant oilicers, the flight became 
inctrievable. The troops reached Tuam, thirty miles distant, 
on that same day; and one small party of mounted men 
actually pushed on to Athlone, which is aboie sixty miles 
from the field of battle Fourteen pieces of aitillay were 
lost on this occasion However, it ought to ho mentioned 
that some serious grounds appeared afterwards for suspecting 
treachery most of those who had been reported “missing” 
having been afterwards observed in the ranks of the enemy, 
where it is remarkable enough (or perhaps not so remarkable, 
as simplj irnpl} lug bow little they were trusted by their new 
allies, iind for that reason how naturally they w’ere put 
forward on the most dangerous services) that these deserters 
lierished to a man Meantime, the new Lord-Lieutenant, 
having his foot constantly in the stirruii, marched fiom 
Dublin without a moment’s delay By means of the grand 
canal, he made a forced march of fiffy-siv English miles m 
two days, which brought him to Kilbeggan on the 27th 
Very early on the following morning, he received the im- 
pleasmt neivs from Castlebar Upon this he advanced to 
Athlone, meeting every indication of a routed and paniostruck 
army Lord Lake was retreating upon that toivn, and 
thought InmseK (ti ts said) so little sccuie even at this distance 
fiom the enemy, that the road from Tnam w as covered with 
strong patrols On the other hand, m ludicrous contrast to 
these demonstretions of alarm {supposing them to be related 
mihout exaggeraiton), the French had never stirred from 
Castlebai On the 4th of September, Loid Comw'allis was 
within fourteen miles of that place Humbert, however, 
had previously dislodged tow’ords the County of Longford 
His motive for this movement wns to co-operate with an 
insurrection in that quarter, which had just then broken out 
in strength. He was now', however, hemmed in by a largo 
army of perlmps 23,000 men, advancmg from all points , and 
a few moves were all Ibat remained of tlie game, played i^ith 
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«lmfc\cr i-lvill C«loiii,1 ViuUr, wUli nloiit 'JOO of the 
Liiucmk fijist up Milli Ihih, njul jkh'nijj-litd 

verj treditiMv (Sv-piemlior G) wifh pm, tf (hr lltt crtkmi*! 
ahMWP niftintuncd) amiU the vJitilc of tin I'mtdi si«i)S 
Other aWnir" of ln\n»l imjwrt line follow rd , iTi<t 'it Kiigth, 
oil the 8lh of Sfjitiijilx r, OeiicRil IluinUrt ftirreiKkied 'wJili 
hifl whole anu}, non reduced to 8 1 } nun, of nhoni Gf, were 
ofliLcre , haiinij hwt tinct thur laniliti}; at KiUnln rxaeljy- 
288 men The rthcKnere not admitted loom tinm, thtj 
neie iiuraued and cut down without mercy IIow<,\er, it h 
plea'idiit to know tlmt, from thi*ir ii{;ihty in fcapinj,', tliH 
ciuel polici was defr ited not much ahoie* fiOQ |<tri''lud , 
and thus were sicuicd to the royal patty the wor^t TOsnltR 
of \enpe.incc the fiercest, and of clcintncy the moat iindm- 
tmgui<-hing, without any one advantage of eithir. Sonic 
districts, ns Lnggan and Kns, were Ireitcd with* mnrtml 
iigour, the cabins being humed, and then ntihappi tenants 
dnven out into the nionnUins for llie winter Itigonr, tin rc- 
fore, there wa« , foi the most humane pohticnns, CRolu onely, 
ns one must hihevo, faiuicd it ncecss'in for the arnn to 
leave behind some imjircssions of terror mnoi)g«L the 
iiistirgcnlh It IS certain, however, that, under the counsels 
of Lonl rornwullis, the standards of jmldic feventy wciw 
verj much lowered, as> coinpircd with the previoiii' examples 
in Wexford 

The tardiness and slovenly execution of the whole service, 
nieantmu, was well illustrated in what follows — 

Killala was not delivered from rebel hands until the 2J?d 
of Scptenihei, notwithstanding the general suTrendet had 
occurred on llie 8th , and then only in consequence of an 
express from the Bishop to Gciicril Trcncli, haslciiiiig his 
maich The situation of the Protestants was indeed critical 
Humbert had left three French oificors to protect the place, 
but their influence had gindually sunk to a sh'idow. And , 
plans of pillage, with all its attendant honors, wore dally 
debated Under these circumstances, the French oflicers 
behaved honourably and courageously “Yet,” says the-/ 
Bishop, “ the poor commandant had no ixiason to be pleased 
with the Ircalmont he had received iinmcdialely nft-ci the 
action lie had Tcturncd to the castle for his sabre, and 
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ad\auccd with it to tlic gale, in order to deliver it iiji to 
some English officer, when it ivas seiyed and forced from Ins 
liand by a common soldier of Fraser’s He came in, got 
another swoid winch he surrendered to an officer, and turned 
to rC'Culei the hall At tins moment a second Highlander 
burst throiigli the gate, in spite of the sentinel placed there 
by the general, and fired at the commandant inth an ami 
that was near proinng fatal, for the ball passed under Ins 
arm, piereShg a very thick door entirely through, and 
lodgiug in the jamh Had we lost the woithy man bj such 
an accident, his death would haie similed the whole relish of 
our piesent enjoyment. He complained, and received an 
ajiology for the soldier’s bdiaviour fi om his ofiicei Leave 
was immediately granted to the three Fieiicli officers (left 
belnnd by Humbert at Killala) to keep their swoids, then 
efTects, and even their bedchambers m tbe house ” 

lET A'ote applying generally to this chapter on the Second Tnsh 
JlcheHton — Already in 1833, when writing this chapter, I felt a 
secret jealousy (iiiternuttinglj recurring) that possiblj I might have 
fallen under a false hias at this point of mj jouthful memormb I 
mj self had seen reason to belioic, indeed sometimes I knew for certain, 
that, in the personalUtes of Irish politics, from Grattan downwanls, a 
spirit of fiery misrepresentation prevailed, which made it hopeless to 
seek for anj thing rcscinhling troth If in any quarter jou found 
candonr and hber^ity, that was because no interest existed m anj thmg 
Irish, and conscqnently no real information Fmd out anj man that 
conid furnish yon with information such ns presupposed an mtcicst m 
Ireland, and inevitablj lie turned out a bigoted partisan Tliere can- 
not be a stronger proof of this than the ridiculons libels and literarj 
caricatures current eien m England, through one whole generation, 
agaiust the late Lord Londonderr} — a most able and faithful manager 
of our English foreign interests in times of unparalleled difliculty 
Already, in the closing years of tbe lastcenturj, Ins Irish policj had 
been inextricably falsified subseqiientlj, when be cune to assume a 
lending part in the English Fnrliamcut, the efforts to cnlunniiate him 
became eicn more intense and it is onlj witbui the last 111 e yeai-s 
that a reaction of pnhlic opmion on this subject lias been strong 
enough to reach eaen those among lus enemies who were enlightened 
men Liberal journals (such, eg, is the “iforth British Renew ”) 
now recognise his menls Katnrally it was impossible that the civil 
war of 179S m Ireland, and tbe persons conspicuoualj connected with 
it, should escape this general dcstui} oflnsli politics I wrote, there 
fore, originally under a lealousy that partiallj I might hnic been 
duped At present, in reviewing what Iliad waatten twenla years ago, 

I fool tins jealonsj much more keenlv I shrink from the Bishop’s 



m 


AUTomonrurnv 


maliclona porlrfutnrt'i of otjr »aW!i w, 'o,! ■ Uii of thHr oMi' {v<f 

compoiinj; n Hccnl'ons iniiy, Bilho4t wiM-oiit ly, 

BlUtoul nm «toail> eoan'^. Hi's atjy majt a u/]it to t cr tnj) n- 
tirtn for picfiircs *o ronmnlic .m Uk '■•'} PitjH'! ix—l ar% I xti'> 
n.tii it ^’•as mltiral lliit I fhould bt« ro mbJ^T tl" otcrrtln Jmi'' , 
inflnciiec! oppawms; any ncht tin* I eoul4 Itan* at aj «"» t'' »<• 
free itnlcpi ndcnt ji d^ient Unt 1 \4itl not r ny fan' r a s' t In tlejm 
llio reader mid 1 will ll crefoa cus , « at to liltti t o proirsda of 
aoheincut Ruajncion nea e'-t all the In- 'ilnna colourunN f m n la Im 
Blattmcnt'S liv the iJnlinp — 

1 I lieg to remind the n adc* that thn nrinj of Slajo, la 17f>5, so 
nnateada and so undiwtplitad, if we Klx re the 11 ahop, w<u>, in pa t, 
the nrma of I-gqit in the year 1601 Inw woaM ih" Hinl eji ha>e 
ansttcrei IM t 

2 Tl o Bishop allowa en„at weight, in Ina'inj; rnj nlfopatnsi s a-'Ioi- 
cvir apainat the 1 nclish arm} or the rD,'lisU Go\(nnii*'at, to t’'e 
inoileration, cqnita , and nlf control, clalirfd for tm In h a-.aist'-j as 
mtoumia (Irmenta m their rhar*cter Meant me li* fonists thi* 
doctnne most conspiciioiislj at tiima, and la'pniient* the »ah;j ef the 
Proits’anfa against jnlla!?c, or taen against a split o’" ni .ssicf', as 
cnlirtl} dependent on the iRt!nFii(.e of tie Ihcreh \\hilh<r for 
properly or life, it was to the I ui (h that the Ir«h l*r3*' *'aula Jo'iJ.cd 
for protf elioa rnU I it is, but the Bfliop, on whom that rCi ix sntatioii 
will bo found to ixst. 
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TRWET.I.ING IN ENGLAND IN OLD'iDATS * , 

J <■ wv C*</v i£v'vy‘--> ‘V'-*' 

It ivas late m October, or early m Novembei, that I quitted 
Conuaugbt wtli Lord Westport, and very slowly, making 
many leisurelj' dc^nntlons from the direct route, travelled 
bade to D\iblin Thence, after some little stay, we recrossed 
St. George’s Channel, landed at Holyhead, and then, by 
o\aotly the same route as we had pursued in eaily June, 
we posted through Bangor, Conway, Llanrwsf^ Llangollen, 
until once again wo found oursehes in England , and, as a 
matter of course, making for Birmingham But u liy making 
for Birmingham ? Simply because Birmingham, iindei the 
old dynasty of stage coaches and post-chaises, w'as the centre 
of our traveUing system, and held in England something of 
that rank which the golden milestone of Rome held in the 
Italian peninsula. 

At Birmingham it was (which I, like myriads beside, had 
trai ersed a score of times, wnthont ever yet lianng visited it 
as a tennmiis nd quem) that I jmrted wnth my fnend Lord 
Westport Bss route lay through Ovford, and stopping, 
therefore, no longer than was necessary to harness fresh 
horses — an operation, however, winch was seldom accom- 
plished Ml less than half-an-hour at that era — he w^ent on 

^ Tlicro are •snatches iu tins chapter from the papers in Tmt's 
Magasive for May 1S34 and August 1834 , hut it is mainly fioin an 
article of Do Qniiicej's in an c\tia iinmhcr of jTnit for December 1834 
Do Quincoy’s own title to the oliaptoi -nos simply “Tmaelling” , hut 
“Ttavelling m England in Old Days” la more precise — M ^ 
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5 w C. toll. >" »»'■'■».*» ""ir ■“ “'r T" 'nl 

p“llLlorMe«or«Oucl..««U«n,a^ 

..cofimaly. ui.»n 

^ 

tlmt time, tint} Uirmni>tM tW I raluU 

Bl not offcmlKl, conn-itnot of B.rimnt,li'ii , ^ 

xonr milnl tonn ^MUI tlu^e di^p-ir »};»>(>' 

i„i„i. to ..i.u,i8. n-h .i.-H-- »' ™"'-7‘ r;’;*s 

limn 01 Itoilv of nun, ulutv'ievtr collcctod, f.ir K s 
nnccof hri-li-miiKlea rml 

nirniin<-lmm Inut exhibited to ibo wlmimtion of all Em f 
lint IS to tbc noi'C md ibe Blooin wbicb I ‘ ,nunns 
those features of vmr touu ^Mll iU««'ntc sv i.it ‘ j 

mean hj a oiu-^iduP (cm ^ut.gci) 

can ^^cU believe, thouMiids to whom llinminrlmm li anotba 
“aino fo. domcLtic peue, and for a rea..mnb e o 

si.nsh.no But ... mv tasv, uho have ins^d throng 
Bii.nin«h.i.n a Imndred times, it Mlvvap j 

except once . and that once the &h.x.vvshnri mill 
so lapidl) an av, that I had not time to cx.nmntJ the ««» 
shine, or see nhelher it might not he mno g. t 
conntcifeit , for )ou know, men of 

can counlti felt -such is joni „ 

heaven and earth, from Jove’s thunder-bolts dovvii U 
tailor’s bodkin Tlierefore, the gloom is to be ^ 

my bad luck Then, as to the noise, never did i s‘“P * 
that enormous Hen and C/m7cJi',“,lo which usual 1 J 

1 It marks tlu np.d.lj with which now 1'“’ 
mtocurroncj under our prcicnt omnipresence of the 
word «o.e(vw , ... 1853) fannharlj used in ever} ' 

lu 1833) required a sort of apology to warrant its introdncuon 

s .VvvtU known hotel, and aUo a coach mn, l.rU 

those davs thought colossal Itwa®, in «in 

of Dr Johnson's witty rcplj to Mis-. Knight, hig c S ^ 
island But our Trausatlautic hrothers, dwelling upon so inigmi 
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clcstniy biouglit mo, but 1 bad reason to complain that the 

- discreet .hen did not gather her \agrant flock to loost at less 
lariablc hours . Till two or three, luas keptuaking by 
those who were retumg and about three commenced the 
morning functions of the porter, or of “boots,” or of “undei- 

continont, ha\e gradually enlarged their scale of inns, as of other 
objects, into a sire of commensurate grandeur. In two separate New 

^ York jonmids, which, by the kindness of American fnends, arc at 

- this moment (April 26) lying before me, I read astounding illustrations 

of this — ^For instance (1 ) In “Putnam’s Monthly" for April 1853, 
the opening artide, a very amusing one, entitled “New York 
Daguerreotj pod,” eshmates the hold population of that vast city ns 
“not much short of ten thousand" , and one ludii ideal hotel, 
ajiiiirently far from facing the most conspicuous — viz, the Jifeiro 
pohlan, reputed to have “more than twelve miles of water and gas 
pipe, and luo hundred and fifty servants” — offers “accommodations 
for one thousand guests " (2 ) Yet even this Titamc structure 

dwindles hj comparison with the Mount Vernon Hotel at Cape Maj, 
N J (meant, I suppose, for New Jersey), which advertises itself in 
the “Now York Herald” of April 12, 1853, under the authority of 
Sir J Tahor, its aspiring landlord, as offering accommodations, from 
the 20th of next Jime, to the romantic number of three thousand fixe 
hundred guests The Birramgham Hen and Chickens undoubtedly 
had slight pretensions by the side of these Bcliemotbs aud Mammoths 
And yet, os a street in a very little town may happen to he quite os 
noisy as a street m London, I can testify that anj single goilerj in 
this Birmingham hotel, if mcasnred in importance by the elements of 
'discomfort which it could develop, was entatled to an American rating 
But alas • Fuit Hum , I hav o not seen the nuns of tins ancient hotel 
blit an instinct tells me that the railroad has run right through it , 
that the hen has ceased to lay golden eggs, and that her chickens are- 
dispcrscd (3 ) As another illustration, I may mention that, in the 
middle of March 1853, 1 received, as a present from New York, the 
following newspaper Each page contained cloven columns, whereas 
onr London “Ihmcs” contains only six. It was entitled "The New 
York Journal of Commerce,” and was able to proclaim itself watb 
truth the largest journal in the world For 25J j ears it had existed 
in a smaller size, but oven in this infant stage bad so far outrun all 
other journals in size (measuring, from the first, 816 square inolics), 
ns to have earned the name of " the tlankei sheet ” but tins thriving 
Baby had continued to grow, until at lost, on March 1, 1853, it came 
out in a sheet “ comprising an area of 2057J square inches, or 16| 
square feet ” This was the monster sent over Die Atlantic to mjself 
and 1 xcallj fdt it os some relief to mv terror, vvlien I found the 
editor iffotesting that the monster should not be allowed to grow anv 
more I presume that it was meant to keep the hotels m conntcuauce , 
for a journal on the old scale could not expect to make itself visible 
in an edifice that oficred accom nodations to an army 
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luwti.,’’ ^^lly Ini'll tliOJr roi’U'lK P'X cjHo'liiif; vl«‘ fovurfl 
freights for Ih** IhphUjt’- <»r tin TnlljlHi, n- the JJjiignj*, lo' 
nh point'' of the couiiia , nntl Ion nfteji nne-l loj jini in , 
Mn,h miincn'-c '.'•t'lhh-’lniinii'') hjnniknd into mv r«>*ini r''']! 

lint I’ppallnij', “Non, 'ir the lii<r» s nni onnnig <uit' 
tlmtrarcl}, iiKleo«l.lm\c I hipiiefinl (o iky in litnnKigii'wn i 
Blit the dirt' — thnt ftKk«: n httlr Atith jon, ffiLpI ,of 
Bimiiiiglnin lion do 1 exjd'ini tiwai llin*? Know, fhfnj 
reader, that at iht, lime I ik of, ami in the i '"i 
of — 117, 111 ajiu inns — all Ihitilnnd was dirti- , ^ 

Being I* ft lIk r> furc alone for tin whoh* of n j.i'ni’ day 
in Bnminglnin, and Birmuipliim hring ai i(t the cuitiiJ 
of our Iriiclling sif-lMii, I (annul do h* tt» r llnli f-jvud ni\ 
Binmnglnm dn in renewing the iin'^l lutdj of it?' jviiiifii 

FLCnci-- 

Tlu reiolulion in tin whede aiij>'it'atn=,niean‘,nitelj5inn, ' 
and dtpoinhin a® of that si -ti in — mi olulmi hi gun, rarrlpd 
through, and jicifulcd within the iieriol of im own jierirfinal 
csiKuance- merits a word or two of illiatration ih the nio't 
cui-orj incmoiro lint juofi vS am atlintion at uU ti th^ 
shifting ‘tiiarji nnl inoiing foMs of the age, vhifher niitni- 
fested in great etfuil'' or in little And tlift* jiarlieulir 
effect^, ihoiigli liuk whtn n’garded in then pcpirstc details 
arc t>ot little in llmi final amount On the eonliniv, J haso 
alwais insint allied, that uinler a j-eprccntitn e govtrnnionl, 
where the great citas of the empire nin-l JintnralU hive iht 
power each in its jimporlioii, of re acting upon the cipild 
and the couhciIp of the n ition in so coiisjiiciioiis a waj,’ there 
IS a result wailing on the final improvements of thciiLJt''of 
travelling, and of transmitting intclhgontc with \e1ouily, 
such as tannot ho propeilj npprcciatcd in the nhsoice of all 
historical experience Conceise n stale of comnnniication 
hetwecii the centre and the exlrtmities of a great people, 
kept up with a uniformity of reciprocation, so exipn^ite, fU« 
to imitate the flowung and chhing of the sen, or the RVstolc 
and diastole of the human heart , day and night, waking 
and tlceping, not succeeding to cadi other with more 
ahsolnte certainly than the acts of the metropolis and the 
controllmg notice of the ja evinces, whether in the way of 
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support or of resistance Action and re-action from every 
point of the compass being thus perfect and instantaneous, 

M e should tlien fimt begin to understand, in a practical sense, 
nbat is meant by the unity of a political body, and i\e 
diould approacli to a more adequate appreciation of the 
pouers Tvbicb are latent in organisation 3?or it must be 
cousideied that liitlierto, nndei tlie most complex oiganisa- 
tion, and that nbicli has best attained its purposes, the 
national wiR lias nevei been able to express itself upon one 
in a thousand of the public acts, simpl}' because the national 
voice was lost in the distance, and could not collect itself 
through the lime and the space rapidly enough to connect 
itself immediately with the evanescent measure of the 
moment, But, as the system of intercourse is gradually 
expanding, these bars of space and time aie m the same 
degree contracting, until finally we may expect them 
altogether to vanish and then every part of the empire will 
react upon the whole witli the power, life, and effect of 
immediate confeience amongst parties brought face to face ' 
Then first wnll he seen a pohtical system tiuly orgame — te, 
m w’hich each acts upon all, and all react upon each and a 
new eaith will arise fiom the indirect agency of this merely 
phjsical revolution Already, in this paragraph, wntten 
tw euty years ago, a prefiguring instinct spoke mthm me of 
some gieat seciet jet to come in the art of distant com- 
munication At present I am content to regard the electric 
telegraph as the oiacnlar lesponse to that prefiguration 
But I still look for some higher and transcendent lesponse 
The leadoi whose birth attaches him to this present 
generation, haiiiig known only macadamised loads, cannot 
easily hnng before his imagination the antique and almost 
ahoiigmal state of things which maiked our traielliiig 
sj’stem down to the end of the eighteenth century, and 
neaily through the first decenuium of the pieseiit. A verj' 
few lines wiU suffice foi some broad notices of our condition, 
in tins respect, tluougb the last two centimes. In the 
Parliamentary "War (L642-46), it is an interesting factj but 
at the same time calculated to mislead the incautious reader, 
that some officers of distinction, on both sides, brought dose 
carnage^ to head-quarters, and sometimes they went e\e» 
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'.^'■•11 t 5 i*j h‘M of Int’lt. in liii. ^ r\XTi\^ \ t\<i* <n 

lio'-dutk ntilij tilt' ]•• jMr>l f.* » wfti-* 1 „Mf '!»«’' I'T -'sini*' 
ninni’Uii-, o" f<~ n f 'I'rul .it, Ttis 

=iine tlnnp: Ind 1 511 nosK tltivn tti* Vf“'’ 

W u, liftllt l)j tlu' ]' w in . 1 Ly tli” 

Snxtli'li oftiurs f>f rml. Ami it tic pri»it tl<Ru- «'i 

of tliCK' Intuni*. nU.vii tin- < i, tint, on o.'rv-.." c-f th-^ 
ro-m^tilm^nt »if ft^o |.nR-'t^ nf M, lKnl>"v, vlii !n?l 
Molfntli <li-j»f > 'll 111 AViIKt**! m, tipVtirlc of is.lity 
coiclioa im 't* n,.l it .\ ‘hort n< tie,', ]i.irtU ffon iht.' t^ini 
lornl noluliti, jai-th from the c-uup Pr«. i* ly, Itmiici, 
at nnhtin Iki.I *j«i’-;<rN inn on Uic ro’tt'' ff an o.riv, 
carnagt.' (if thiK <lt .-onj.’irn ■rv’i* an m'lililc "i <1 a rno-t 
tiM'fnl iniiii of tnn=jv'rt Cinil>r>ju« nml imit.pltjy thoj 
Mere, a« wt ki.on In j>ctun'‘, ,incl tint toil*! cut li?\i 
hcfti for tint wtro l>’iilt to ji'm* {In' rcnil* 

Cima"i»of otir pU'iiit l.glit ami (alrmn*, on' intcbt 
E.1T, orh) coj''inietun s onW, on tlic rorl* rf Gcrmatn 
or of Injihml m tint ig , Inio fn'tnlavil wsiht.i Iht ftrei 
tiro hour- To our nvci'-ton., nirh carn.gts uoisVl lia\c 
seonied iilntluTi^- for cliilun'n Cumbrnus a.« tlio c.irna2i s 
of that ( 1 ai were, tlicj co ihl not lio mom so tl in artillery or 
hauiraue wig^uni wlurv: theso couH go, cexichf* cotkl 
».o tint, in tlic march of an armj, there vta 1 ]>t'rj‘elnil 
guaniitco to tho c who Ind coiches for the of 

their tniiiit And hence, and not iKicaum the ivadii wtre at 
a oi-tter ilian tlicj hue Ken gene nil} clescnKd in fko*e 
< a}^, ire are to explain tin fact, lint Kth in tlic T«y it camp, 
Ac^ if mchesUr’i, and afterwnrds m General J lui fax’s 
and Cromwi.ll’.> coaches were an onlinin p.irt of the emp 
cfiuipige Tlie roido, meantime, worn as thiv have k'cn 
aesen a 1 17 , ditcha®, moras'ies, and sonietimcs thannek for 
le conra of small brooks Ivor did Ihcj inproie, except 
or E lort reaches, and under pccuhir local adnntasc*, 
throughout that centim fcpite of the rouk, howcicr, 
public carnages began to pierce Engl md, in vanoua linc«, 
rom the era of IciiO Cnxunistantnl notices of these 
may be found m Lortl Auckland s ^ir Frcdenek E<leu’s) 
large wrork on the Poor-Tnws Tlial to York, for example 
V wo undred miles), took a fortnight in the joiiriiey, or 
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about fourteen luiles a-ihy But Olmmberlii) ne, who had *a 
pDi?n)inl kno\\lcdgc of these pnblib cairiagcs, &;ys enough to 
thow that, if slo'v\, they -uere cheap , Inlf-a-cioini being the 
us.ual rite for tifioen miles (if, 2d a mile) Public con- 
leianu-, multiplying i-apidly, could not but diftuse a general 
call foi HiiprOM'd loads; improved both in dimensions and 
al^o in the art ol consliuction For it is obseiiable that, so 
early as QiKcn Elizabeth’s da^i s, England, the most cquestiiaii 
of nitiono, already presented to its inhabitants a general 
sibtfin of decent biidlc-ronds Eien at this day, it is 
doubtful whether any man, taking all hindrances into 
account and hoMiig laid no previous iela>s of horses, could 
much exceed the exploit of Cary (afterwards Lord Alonmouth), 
a yoiingci son of the fust Loid Ilunsdcn, a cousin of Queen 
Ehoiheih I'et no iiui«t not foigct that the paiticular road 
concerned in tins exploit iias the Qieat Eoith Road (ns it is 
•still called by iiav of distinction), lying through Doncaster 
and Voik, between tlie northern and southern capitals of the 
islmd ^ But roads less frequented were tolerable as bridle- 
roads, xvliilst all alike, having been prigiiially laid tloiin 
mth no new to the broad and ample coaches, fioni 1670 to 
1 700, «!cral( bed the panels on each side ns they' crept along 
El cn in the nineteenth century', I hai e known a case in the 
scquestoicd district of Egremont m Ciiinberlaiul, nhere a 
Iiost-chaiPc, of the cominoii nan ow dimensions, iins obliged 
to retrace its route of foiutecn miles on coming to a bndge 
built in some remote age, iilien as yet post-chaises were 
neither knoim noi anticipated, and, unfortunately, too 
narrow by' tlirce oi four, inches In all the provinces of 
England, when the sod ivas deep and adhesive, a noise evil 
heset the stately equipige An Italian of rank, nlio has 
left a tecoid of his perilous adventure, visited, or attempted 
to lisit, PelMorlh, near London (then a seat of the Percys, 
now of Lord Egremont), about the year 1683 I foiget 

’ TIic exploit to nliicli Do Qmiicey licro refers scorns to bo tbe 
protligiOHS jido of Sir llobeit Carj in March 1603 from Richmond to 
UoIiTOod to nimoiinco to tho Scottish king, James VI, that Queen 
Dh/ahoth ii is dead and that he wis King of England Starting from' 
Richmond early on Thnrsdai tlio 21th, Cary was at IIoljTood on the 
cicmiig of Saturday the 2GHi, anticipating tho regular message from 
the English Pnij C'omied hj noarlj two days— M 

voi,. I - • 
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,y, u iMl^IOOKAPllY 

W tirm tinu- o\erturM<l ^>thm one 

, ^ nf f.v-L* imk^ Imt T iuiinnK-T tint st.wi*’ « 
of 'mlitiuk (ina, inf ait tiiiijl n riitnni by the ‘>i'nic 

tCnS,-. 1^. -"S H.‘) 'o ‘ 

^^l«to w r..una 111 that cir^xl-ii il«w-t m -nx 
yl tln«xxa»,do«bt 1 <-,iv l>ct mad ^mfnl t ' dr. am 

not L I ^’mn.c a «ud . 

‘^iicli O'! till'' 1 lii't* fjiKiil rta'‘on ti» tliitihi > •.f < 

ni.»a, «„t- ..,..» , 1 ,. mk, .W. 1 . 

nortlnxaiasriom IKrl.xdmx t.‘ CmnlKihnd Mi<l V.nlmmk' - 

luul Tht puliltr (anmi?*-* ’'"f ‘ ' 

, l,an«. for thl bf ttt r a-, tin un t\ owl pun"'^ 
lu,c.''of iinrr.a.tnfnt K,.m to xom ami •-■tmlv ^ n’^’ 

And r.iTlninpnt losiui to *li«w lb»''r /'-d, lliongb t*t « ' 

a corn-pondin. Inonlclue. legt'-hUn? In Untd-. Ai d 
foniattk on the btroUb of wausr.m ' 

not until onr cotton M.lcm bc-^au to r«t forth blb-onK »ot 
until Dili tri.K nnd onr Mi am-uigim <» Ingin to !‘tiin«if' ‘ 
coal uiiiu's ubidi in tVir timi etiimilaU'd tftm, did lui 
great cncrp tippU it^df to our niads In ni\ 
standing Million, or tuo of iin brollit rs .and rrter' «t tli 
front Min.lows .,f nn niotlurV aainagc, I nmcndh-J ow 
imMiniiig Ft I of iniagis Wf.Ji'c in The iw tilion {for » 
uirc all earn u.'. till 11 driicn) u n cmploycfl not bj nt-x oiai 
starts but alw.us .and ittriiillv, m /f(wr<>'n«'/ ‘ 

cro&ing from n.k to side— a.ionling to Ibc cwialtie.* of tm 
gtxmnd Ikfor. m.u stretched n uintTj length o' 
mts dtpp enough to fnitnrc the leg of a hon-c, fdlti o ic 
bnm with Ftaiuhn^ poul'' of niu ^^atc^ t * ' 

chanilicra of ilii-e ruts kept fiom bMoniing coiinuoiit b} tinn 
ridges, such as the Roniaus tailed hw, to inamt.iui the loo 
ing upon ulncli Iinr, co as not to s\\cr\c (or, ns tliC m*nian^ 
would saj, ddirare), w.as a trial of some skill l)Olh for ic 
horses and their postilion It was, indeed, next to impos- 
sible for anj horse, on «iich a n.arrow crust of teparation 
not to grow debnou^ in the Homan metaphor , and n 
nervous anxiety which haunted me when a child was miu 
fed by tins verj image so often before niv eve, and ' 

I niscnlierc 1 bavt suggisttd, as llic oncia of Uh-. term, llie I ma®' 
word eartayer, to maateiivae so as to evade tbe ruLa 
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mwj'it’f. Mtli wli’ch I the iuotu>n of ilie docile 

Kv^ * t" fl?tj> nt I’le of « tlntjc, aiul 

t? I; J. t Uwu': \o« *-11 — no, ntitl llh fir'i tlmii: \oii 
‘ 11“ — in's’ll I,JH r{ iDnff) ilio j>i><>r off lioi u pliiit- 

iiv 5 “ widt I itt\ find Ihc r'lnijnti*. |«)al)]fiin ”fnth 

i^jhi’4 lit'. vlul-l iii4iui’U\r'ij; iiriV'-. iIih i-i «tcm of 
Cf.'CAi \,*0i f.tjiii t ill of tint like ft gi}''-} '• 

t ‘o ftjuilh nmnl* llyiblc to me were Im motion’s, 
?n v,I 1(* t-rnglit a”.l in t\ln‘ l‘e nionU-vl 

Vi !iii t r\ .trting V* thp=v' n' mml'nnccs of nij diiUihooti 
1 sin> ".M, 5i> \i,.v of ilhS'*nit‘on, fttul nt llie rnk of go'-Mji 
s*i”, vi.itli, iftt r 'ill, I’l not the oor t of thing® a hm f notici 
if n) %o*T t-r-t journey I micht he tlnu ®j\en \i.ii'® old 
A jou’ig g.intle»i''n, the son «>f a wenlthj l>anktr, had to 
n'lnni Injisp ior tlio Chir-tinm liolidat® to a toini in 
l/HieoIii'hnv, dnUnr fro’ii the pnhhc ‘sclui'd nlicie lie ir.is 
pi’ '■mt'g lu« tslurttion alioatti hundn’d iniKij The (-cliool 
V V m the iicigldtonrhood of Grcenli ly, m\ f.ithcr’s house 
T I ivirc rt tint tinm no loidu^ m th a direction now 
.isn't) there .in. nnn> eicrj dat ’Ihi, \oung I'liitUninn 
ud\trt'«,sl f,ti .X jMi-on to Anri, the i'hik.'ucc of a jiO't-clni®o 
lly ui'cidi nk I had nii nmt Uiou of Fonie Hiding to the fame 
town, «hv‘ii. I ln]ijKii<,d to Iia\x’ ®ome ftnnle I'clatue® of 
null ire tigi, he idui fome aoiUhful loueuie Tlie two 
trii Ih’ir deot soon ho ml of each other, und the arningo- 
m» nl ri«ih loinplotcd It was inj nrliusl niigmtion 
fiom too jnUnial i-oof, md the anxutics of idoisnre, too 
tumnUuou®, nilh »onic i light ®<n«c id undofinod hais, com- 
hiind t'l agitate nn childish filling-^ I had a \.igiic shgltt 
ipjm li'>n=ion of inj fdlow-lraailh’r, whom I hid ne\er seen, 
nnd wliom ni\ mii 'Crv-nnul, when dri't-ing mo, Ind do- 
’s. rdvd m no \crj amnhle colomss But a good dt d more I 
thought of ‘^herwOid r«ro®t (the forest of Bohia Hood), 
v.ht<h, ft« 1 had hx'cn told, we ®hoiild cro«5 after the night 
’•■'t in At •six o’clock I descended, and not, a® neinl, to the 
childn'ji’s room, hut, on this special morning of m.\ hie, to a 
room failed the l)re.ikf ist-room , w here I found n hla/ing 
fire, candles Iighle<l, and the whole breakfast cfpupage, -ir if 
for my mother, set out, to mj ae(om«hmcnf, for no greater 
per'ionagc thin nvjself The ’scene heing in ISiiglftiid, and on 
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a December I nctnl pcahely ‘'iv that i* niHetl ^ ibo 

rain beat Molenllv a{^alu^l th" ttjntbnsp , ibe mn'l wnl; 
and an aged tenant, nbo did the b^niniiii of (bo brcaKfi*t- 
table, ptti-^ed me ni'gi.uth to eit 1 iK"’d not sa\ lint 1 Ind 
no appetite the fidnes-j of nn he irt, twth frmn antiel- 
patioii, and from the parting nbitli w.m at band, b id undo 
me inc.a]nhlt of am otln r thniight or ntUnium but f-utb ax 
ponilod to tbe loming jnuriitj x\U cirLUin‘tani «' in traiJ- 
Iing, all sunu^ and Mlnations of a npreuntatne and reatr 
ring cbanctir, are indi cnbibU ulfoiimg, i onneclw, ,is tbev, 
have been, in fo tiiint injrnds of mindt, more t*iv,ciany i» 
.1 land nbicb is unding oil for e\tr Us floner' aim bln '•niiH 
lo a I lime fo ruiiute .la that of Imba, with beartreiidiiig 
Fepn-itionx, and nitb farcnells lun.r to 1 hi iep‘.ilwl. Bui, 
amongst them all, none cleans to my own fadings mma' 
mdehld) , from ha\ ing repe itedl> been coneenicd, * Uber as 
witness or as a principal p.irtj lu its lutlc drtima, than the 
early breakfast on a w mtn morning long iK-fnri the d.uk" 
ness has gnen \\a\,wben the golden blaze of Use hearth, and 
the bright glitter of candles, avitb funinlu ministntnmi of 
gentleness moio touching than on common occa'’iODfi, nil emu 
spun to rekindle, ns it were for n fan. wadi glpiini, the holj 
mcmoiials of hoiLsebold nlfcctions. And manj have, donht-* 
less, had mi feelings, forllH-lieic few readcia will eier 
forget the he.nitiful manner m whieh Jfn- liichhald h.w 
treated siuh a scene in irinding np the fir t jiart of her 
“Sinijile Stoij,” and the jxiwei with which ihohas iuie''Ud 
It 

Years that seem iiiuumernble ha\e jeisscd aiiitc that 
December morning in ni) own life to wlueU I am now near* 
nng , and jet, cieii to llua moinenf, I recollect the audible 
throbbing of hcait, the leap and i ashing of blood, wlucll- 
suddeiilj surpiiscd me duiiiig a deej) lull o£ the wnul, when 
the aged attendant said, w itlionl hiirr} or agitation, hut w ith 
Fomelhnig of a solemn lone, “Tliiit is the sound of wheels 

I heai the chaise. Sfr IT w ill he lieie directly '* The 

road ran, for some distance, hj a course pictly nearlv cipil- 
distant fiom the house, so that the groaning of the whods 
continued to catch the car, ns it rw tiled upon the wind, for 
some time without much allemtion At length .r nght- 
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migltd tuwi lirought tlio load Gontimiallj and lapidly ncai-et 
to the gales of the giounds, -nhich liad inuiiosely been thiown 
open. At tins point, howevci, a long caiccr of laving arose, 
.all other sounds neielost, and for some tune I began to 
tliink no had been mistaken, nhen suddenly the loud tramp- 
ling of horses’ feet, as thej* nhirled up the snoep below the 
windows, followed bj* a peal long and loud upon the bell, 
announced, bej ond question, the summons for iny departure 
The door being thrown open, steps were heard loud and fast , 
and in the next moment, ushered by a servant, stalked for- 
ward, booted and fully equipped, my travelling coinpamon — 
ifsuchaword can at all express the relation betueen the 
aiTogant young blood, just fresh from assuming the toga 
vinh^, and a modest child of profound sensibilities, but shy 
and reserved beyond e\ en English reserve The aged sei- 
\ant, with apparently constrained civility, presented my 
mothei’s compliments to him, w ith a request that he w ould 
take breakfast Tins he hastily and rather peremptorily 
declined Me, howevei, he condescended to notice with an 
approMng nod, slightly inqmnng if I were the young gentle- 
man who shared his post-chaise But, without allowung time 
for an answei, and striking his hoot impatiently with a 
riding-whip, he hoped I was leady , “ Not until ho has gone 
lip to my mistiess,” lophed my old protectress, m a tone of 
some asperity*. Thither I ascended What counsels and 
directions I might happen to leceive at the maternal toilet, 
naturally I haie forgotten The most memorable ciicum- 
slance to mo was, that I, who had neicr tiU that time 
possessed the least or most contemptible com, leceii ed, in a 
netwroik purse, six ghttering gumeas, wiUi instructions to 

put three immediately into Llr H ^'s hands, and the 

otheis when he should call for them 

The rest of my mother’s counsels, if deep, were not long , 
she, who had always something of a Homan firmness, shed 
moic milk of roses, I believe, upon my cheeks than teais ; 
and why not? Wliat should there he to lici corresponding 
to an Ignorant child’s sense of pathos, m a little journey of 
about a hundred miles 1 Outside her door, however, there 
awaited me some silly creatures, w'omen, of course, old and 
yoimg, from the nuisery and the kitchen, who gave, and who 
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rcanrtl, llici'e fcnuit vlmh v.iu onlj iipfin lo\tt 

witlumt awe ami without (litemru Iluuni*! iw^mr-s 
ini^lil he atrung for the immon of (‘wut fi.ni ik hi*'- jnv<n 
witiiout ditch, or art, bcfoic one is of an nt'O to \ulin! Uain ’ 
And aguti, Low swell IS tlie tmuL of fiinrilt Imtuk as tlicj 
am} one for a jourius I If mijtlmig need- fa»li''nln!{ 
wLclLcr Lj pinnnn::, tMiig, oi ant olLtr contritwiCi, Low 
pciftcl IS 0111’“! cdiifukiicc m funale ihill , ns if, L} tnetf 
Mitnc of her f<\ and fi minim* m»tintt, at oniau cmild not 
po«iblj fall to Know tlio IkU and I'tviditst w.it of adjn‘t!nil 
etcrj c.i-'-o tliat could nire in drt- Itlmf* vttt Lt'^tih 
coinploltd aniong'-l tln-m , i.wL Ind n pin to drw Xntm Lti 
Losoni, in onW to jnit ”'1111111111" In right” nlout nij thioit 
or hands , and a thoru» of “Owl LKsi hntt“ *" was an-iri't 
when, from btlow, tonng ifijiln-tophclcs nmmmred an tm- 
paticnt groan, and jarhaps the hon-o- btioilod I found iHi* 
self lifted into the iliaiH couind*- about the* ii’ght ami th« 
cold flowing 111 upon me, to whtdi JU j'histoplu'lc-' liskiud 
with derision or nslom-hnunt 1 and la* had eich our 
separate conui , and, except to luincsl that I wuiiM dww up 
one of the glasses, I do not think he condcseeuded to addix's 
one word to me until du'K, when we found our eltC” latthng 
into Clii-stei In Id, hating biielj ncromplishtxl four stages***^ 
foilj 01 foiij two milts, m about miio Iioui-k Thi", tvecpt 
on the Bath or great Noith loads, mat la* taken as a staiiil- 
ntd ainoiiut of perfomiance, m 1704 (the tear I am tminl* 
mg), and cten ten jeara liter* In thes** priicnt hunting 
and tiimnltuons days, whether time is reallt of more v<due, 
I cannot saj , but all people on the establishment of inti i 
aie renuu-ed to suppose it of the most awful \aluc. Xott .1- 
dajs ( 1833 ), no «oonci lute the hoi'ses stopjitd at the gate- 
way of a pnsting-house, than a summons is passed down to 
the stahics , and in less than one ininulc, tiiion a great road, 
the horses next in rotation, alwats ready harncss'*d when 
expecting to coiiK on dut>, arc heard trotting down the 

* It ipi'cnrs, liowLiur, from tliu Lift, of ITitme tij my dlslingmslKil 

fricuil Mr Ilill Burton, lliat alrc.idt, ill tlm iiiulillc of llie last cni- 
tnrj, the liLSlonaii aetoinjilishcd wiUionl diiricnlty six mill-, an limit 
luth onlj a pair of liorscs But tins, it should bo obsened, wa® on 

the great North road 
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> ar *, '* U\*' ni-l ttau^ft ntnsj iJif- hv 4 < 5 {j'' frHppo^iHj, 

Vf'jir *1 ^uniuon po t rlru •), oim* n ■ixork of 

?’ t'msfltf-*. r iww uv‘’t\ rv'cojupli ImS in tlirw 

At' S '“irc Sy l.'i.'i’ 3*11 jv^iid tlift GNjm'lihnn Ivifore Ini snc- 
S*( r l 1 i», oilir j< Mmfltnf: runlv njth tlic 

SI? li’hl' 1 ** rv.‘*i\* In'* in\ nnMe Mxpcncc, tlu' 
t- <S.-vd; iW sxj.n''<'ntnti\i' w utir U»\\s luq ncknow- 
I' I fn*' '? <■ i.i iL* , tHul j«it an* off at a pact* rioior Ics? 
ll.ist uu nut?"’ in hour; llie tolnl it pkIj stisjo not 

' 1 "^ rImvo fri'r imtinti >■ Then (» r, at the latter ciul 
< ^ *1 s f ni.*l I'f^innmu of thi luiutLi'nlh century^ 

! *r n *■ tlu* ritnmmm of iniu* fjvnt at each <liaii!,'e 

of 1 ^ n !j«r .irrsni prmh'Cvi a un it bintle of imUndina; 
an \ \i\shatT'». Ii‘i? , a« a luatl* r of couree, vuu alighted and 
ncji- 'Htn the inn, if jou KiUud out to njjioft progress, 
ifl'r icaUtiig iwuitj tiunnt**-, no ‘•igii** nppcmJ of am stii 
tt.o st'vMt'i Tlu* "rut elinknc jx.r'Oii toulil not much 
o^p *<*.11/ pn'pant'0"N nhich lost* tvtl not lo mucli from niij 
iini' 'r-rr i,i the atto*iilant-’, n<t from fauUj nrnin},eim.nt« and 
it>\A d> fs'l o»* fon ranting The pace wits such as the rouls 
of thd dnyallonol, tuner «» much aa sn miles an hour, 
eSCt-j* ajiou a Mrj grcit road, and then ouh hj calm ji-iy- 
n'cnl to Iho drner Ytt, tten under this comparatiiely 
mistwhle «^st<n, hmv pu|vror was Kngland, ns a laud foi 
ill*' trneUer, to all tlu* re t of the uorld, Sweden only 
iX'^pu-d ’ Had as Wire the roads, and defetlitc ns wore all 
the ’tmngcini'nts, still ton bad tlitsc ndtantages no town 
>*0 iiU'ignific’Uil, no ^to'iliug hon-e so solitarj, hut that at all 
i ao.ti , cxeept a cotite.ttil election, it could funii*.li horses 
■ftill'O’Jt uclij, and without liecnse to distress the neighbour- 
ing fai nu*"* On Uie w or«l road, and on a w niter’s daj , w ith 
no rnoro than a single pair of lion-cs, jou goneially made out 
loilei , cttntf it were ntces>nr\ to Intel through the 
night, ton could umlmuc to nuke waj, aUhough more 
slowly ; and linalh, if you wetx. of a temjur to brook delay, 
Hid did not t vnet from all pei'-ons the haste or energy of 
Ilot-puis the whole system jii those days was full of miicct- 
abilily and hixnrioUB ui=e, and well fitted to ivncw the image 
of the homo you had Uft, if not in its elegancies, yet in all 
its fiibitantnl coiuforl"; IVliat cosy old parlours in those 
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dft\p’ low-i-oof*!, gloi me will ainjde tin , p»|‘ 1 ftiK'd fmw 
Uit Wusti of door< bv kkihx, vliO'- or 

to be infinite' 'Wlirtt niotbfilj l^ixU i 
readily, lo 1 indnes- tbe iiio't lui-b, br tin* inch* nlt'-irl.O'ia 
of siniiiliciU and ^o«tllful iiiU 0 i^ln*e, ‘ 1*11 Plulmg r » mU» 
intore=t in the bare circiim-J m*c of bring n trMtiler nl ft 
clnWi'li age' Thun vlial blwming aoiih" lsvnthna)''f»' j 
hoi\ differ, nl fn.m the kiiownii* nnd w.rblh tbin'r.'p« 
modern high r.>Tip ' And mimtimc grf\-!i.''afl'’d, failluid 
ivaitcr*, lion f.mtrc nnd h<‘W alt n$i\t, In teii5ti»35i on 
llicir tbj'jiant niccosoir^, the eternal ** Oonnng, eir, coiniiig, 


of mir iinproicd gent rat’on 

Such nn honr-jl, old bull. r looking f> riant wiiSetl tm ns 
during diniici nt t’hL=lrrfKld caning for nn, fti d nvm” W'' 
to cat. lAcii Mophn'topln b a found hia pinh Jilua nndor 
iheinflucncc of wnu, , and, mIuii lor.*cned fiiun tliii rc-lr'int. 
Ins kindness uas not dcfiritnt To n.c he ihoi.td it in 
pressing Mine upon luc, Mithout “-imt or nn.U'airt' Ihc 
elegancies mIucIi he had ob^tiivd in mrh inrls of n'y 
mother's establishment as could In* supposotl to miel 
eje on so hn«li a ii'it had impo'-'cd him perlnp’* favour’- 
ablj towards mi .-elf nnd could I haic a little filtered nil 
age, or dimiisjtd inv cxci'«i\c re^'-ne, 1 douhl not lh'’t 
he would haie ntlmiUcd me, in dt fault t»f n nituv ’•lutcble 
conintlc, to his entire coiifidi iice fi'i tlie xt,''t of the land 


Dinner finidied, and mi «tlf at least, for tin. Unie^ in 
mi childish life, soraewlnl pci haps oicruhargcd wutlianne, 
the bill was called for, the waitci paid in the laiish stvlt 
of antique England, and we heard our chai'C t'rawing u]) 
under the gateway — the inianablc custom of those dn>? — 
by which you irere spared the trouble of going mto tin 


street, stepping from the hall of the mu right into }<>«' 
carnage I had been kept back for a minute or so bi 
the landlad} and her attendant uj mphs, lo bo dro'-'-ed am 
kissed , and, on seating mi-df in llie chaise, ivhich uni 
well bghled with lamps, I found mi lordly }oung ]'rin(ipa 


in conversation w ith the Inndlonl, fir't, upon the pnee o 
oats — which jouthfnl horsemen always affect lo inquire afte 
•with interest — ^bnt, secondly, upon a topic more iinmediatel; 
at Ins heart — ^iir , the reputation of the load *At that tun 
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of (lay, wh(itt gold had not yet disappeaicd from tlie circiila- 
lion, no tra\eUei (aimed any oilier soit oT money alioiit Imn, 
and llicie was consequently a ncli encouragement to Ingli- 
waynion wlucli yamslied almost ontitely uitli Mr Pitt’s act 
of ITO? foi rcstiicting (»sli payments Propeity wliicli 
could be identified and traced was a peiilous sort of plunder, 
and fiom that time the Iree-ti-ado of the road almost perished 
as a regular occupation At this period it did ceitainly 
maintain a languishing cMstence , here and there it might 
have a casual rim of success and, os these local ehbs and 
flows were contmiially shifting, perhaps, after all, the trade 
might he amongst a small number of hands Universally, 
however, the landlords show'cd some shrewdness, or even 
sigacily, m qualifymg, according to the circumstances of the 
inqnirci, the sort of credit which they allowed to the 
exaggerated ill fame of the roads Eetuimng on this veiy 
road, some months after, with a timid female relative, who 
put her questions with undisguised and distressing alaim, 
the verj' same people, one and all, assured her that the 
danger was next to nothing Not so at present lightly 
presuming that a haughty cavalier of eighteen, flushed mth 
wine and youthful blood, would listen wuth disgust to a 
picture too amiable and pacific of the roads before lum, Mr 
Spread-Eagle replied with the air of one who knew' more 
than he altogether liked to tell, and, looking suspiciously 
auiongst the stiauge faces lit up by the light of the carriage 
lamps — *' Wiy, sii, there have been ugly stones afloat , I 
cannot deny it and sometimes, j'ou know', sir” — w’uiking 
sagaciously, to which a knowing nod of assent was returned 
— “ it may not he quite safe to tdl all one Icnow s But you 
can understand me The forest, you are w ell aware, sir, m 
the forest it never was much to bo trusted, by all accounts, 
111 my father’s time, and I suppose will not he better in 
mine. , But you must keep a sliai-p look-out and, Tom,” 
speaking to tbe postilion, “ mmd, when j ou pass the third 
gate, to go pretty sinaiUy by the thicket ” Tom replied in 
a tone of imj)oi lance to this professional appeal General 
valedictions weio exchanged, the landloid bowed, and we 
mov ed off for the forest Mephistoiiheles had his travelling 
case of pistols, TJiese he began now to examine , for some 
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l„„f^ -ii.l lie, I Invc km.MU <wh n (nU -u d!<,win^ Ui« 

clmigc M «Tm hariK^ndl 

Wine Ind Hiilwlvwl 1»« hn't— llit f. rc^ n. 1 

tlie a.h.mc.i.g ti.gl.l exru..I l«.n-at«l . ven of nich a cIm < 
ns im^elf he vas now t'> itul c ft conu'lant J 

^ou oVcnc,” sml he, ‘'that ilUeel mg f< Hev, 8 ; 
um'ol, i\ho stooil on iho hinUora’'' Kft Inmn — »•■ »»' 
jnaii, I n-'hul tnnulh, wh<* c<tnit.l hr hia ilrt,-'' to W ft 
firmer 1 ' ininr, eon . ill him ' Ah 1 ray jimng fn- ml, 
that -hon.. lour httk hmoilclgi of the worhi. He i' a 
Fcoumlnl Iht hlwlu-l. of scotimln.'k. And i-o I 
coniinco him licf<>n iinin hour* are g-.jie over oiir liwu'' 
Wliikt iviMiig this he imjloii-d hiiucdf »i ftiming hi'- 
instok , then, nfUr a pan'-'', he Mtnt on thu“ mv 

louui' fiKiul, this alone dunis his hw* jn.rjt'oci — hie. emung 
hiiii'ilf ft farmer ranmr ht h no*, hut ft ilf^pfrat* lii£ i* 
w.ajman, of nhich I haie full proof. I ivalchcu 
mahcious glances, iihil'-t the lamlloril n ii tnllAnp , flivl J 
could fiwcir to his inilorou'' uittiitioii''.” So f Jitakuig, he 
tliren anxious glnne^s on ea<h side fts x\c continiK'l to 
ftdinncc iii Mirt holli somewhat ixriltd; he hi the spirit 
of adicntiiio, I hi Mmi>nthi iiith him — .Mid hath by ^^ 1 U’ 
The linn, hoiicur, i-oon applied a nmedy to its oiin 
dt-luMoiis , six links from the toiiu i\e had left, IfOlli of ns 
were in n had condition for iisi'tiiig hnihiiainieii xiUh tnbcl 
— ^bcing fa*-! n«lcep Siidduilx a iiio'-t ahrupt linlt ftwohe ns 
— Mxphi'-toidieky kit foi his pistols — the door lloir open, 
and the lights of the nsscmhletl group ftiinounced io n« thftt 
no had reached iLxn«ficld Tlmt night wo went on to 
Isciiark, at iihith jilace ahont forty miles of our jonmey 
remained Hiis distance no performed, of course, on the 
following dai, Ik tween breakfast and dinner Unlit series 
strikmgl} to illustrate the state of roads in England, when- 
cier lour affairs led ion into districts a little retired fixim 
the capital routes of the piihlm tranllmg, that, for one 
twcnti mile stage — ii/, from Kew.vrli to Sleaford^ — thej 
refused to lake iis foninid with less IIkui four horses ^’Ihis 
was neither a fraud, as our eyes soon convinced as (for even 
four horses could scarcely extricate the chaise finni the deep 
sloughs which occasional!} seamed the lo id through tracts of 
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two or three miles iii succesaion), nor was it an acudeiit ot 
the ■weather. In all seasons tlie same demand n-as enfoixed, 
as my female protectress found m condncUng me back at a 
fine season of the year, and bad alnajs found in traiersmg 
the xainc route The England of that date (1794) exhibited 
many similar cases At present I know of but one stage in 
all England where a traveller, -without regard to n eight, is 
eiUcd ujion to take four horses , and that is at Aiubleside, in 
going by the direct road to Carlisle. Tlie first stage to 
Patterdale hes over the mountain of Kiikstonc and the 
ascent is not only toilsome .(continuing for above three rmles, 
with occasional intermissions\ but at times is earned over 
summits too steep for a road hy all the rules of engineenng, 
and yet too little frequented to offer any means of repaying 
the cost of smoothing the difliculties. 

It was not until after the year 1815 that the main im- 
proiement took place in the Enghsh travelling s\stem, so far 
ns regarded spe^ It is, m reahtv, to Sir Macadam that 
we owe it ^1 the roads m England, Mithm a few jears, 
were remodelled, and upon principles of Roman science. 
From mere beds of torrents and systems of ruts, they were 
raised universally to the condition and appeai-ance of gravel 
walks in pm ate paiks or shrubberies. The aierage rate of 
velocity was, in consequence, exactly doubled — ten miles an 
hour being now generally accomplished, instead of five And 
at the moment when all further improvement upon this 
system had become hopeless, a new prospect was suddenly 
opened to "us by railroads ; winch again, considering hou 
much they have already exceeded the maximum of possibility 
as laid down by all engineers dnniig the progress of the 
Manchester and Liverpool line, may soon give nay to new 
inodes of locomotion still more astomsluug to our precon- 
ceptions 

One point of refinement, as regards the comfort of tra- 
vellers, remains to be mentioned, m winch the improvement 
began a good de,il earliei, jicihaps by ten v ear^, than in the 
constiuclion of the roads LuMirious as was the ^stem of 
Enghsh inn elhng at all periods, after the general establish- 
ment of post-chaises, it must he granted that, in tlie drenin- 
stance of cleanliness, there was far from being that attention. 
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or til it proM'-^on for t ii of tuimtTj'. 

Inve 1.0011 -nticipntca fiom ,1 J, to 

T,..t.UiKno.lH of mi lei'olniioii. 

the first stei« aixl tlK „,,,L h'. V.fi, npply- 

°i„l,l >o« lm« men I » '“VCl ™wW to 

t';::i::n-;rrii::.; »=■«•» „«'xr ' 

Accuimibition, in n room kft nholU ^ 

recollect, a centurj muuI. 1 province « f t 

an-inrli in eUpth Upon tin. pnncipV, I 

much tlmt wliuh I hue icon in inn", * h l„lon''e'i to 

or file icar. of the prennt ccnlurr, must 

Urn rei^^n of Gu,r,o II U ii«., hoimer. 

CO Idas tlmt the full opprc*"iOTi of the ^ , c of 

oi«:r.ile(l The thkr Scakgcr mention" nr. a 
the English in his elui (nhoul 1530), a honor of t'M 
in Minch, hoiieicr, then, must haie hccii \y 

XoMhcie cuuhl he and his foreign 

kiMiij of cold inter for Hashing ‘heir hnn.ls other kfo^ 
ifter dininr One d.n he and his p.nt} dims ivt 
Oh.mcclh.i , and non, thought ^ 

alloii us some me uis of inuihcaUoii kot at all ' 

tcllor iieiicd this outlandish iioicltj Mith 
as others Hom ci cr, on the earnest petition of ^ 

made an order that a hasm or other vc.«wl of cold wat ^ 
should he produced Uis household howed to tln» ‘S; 
lucnt, and a sloji-Lisin iias cauliouslv lutioduced 

1 »lywiem,Mc" -Tlie ««•■» ''‘O 
water for ablutum, and iil.at hUle rags calli.l towUs, * 

' secs at home, mil at least bo al\ "js ^dhin re nh, 

nental practice of iiMTig tbo bwirooni for tbe tuip- ^ ,^,,nd 
Fnglaiid o«r plentiful naans of ablntion arc Upfc in ibo W. e an 
Snd.gcrsbouldhai'e asVed for a iH-dmon. «io buri.rue i^s^^ 

— not at lus wanting water, bat at las m anting it m a duu) g 



TRAVELLING IN ENGLAISfl) IN OLD DAYS 


285 


said Scaliger, " only one, and ^\e so many ? ” Even that one 
contained but a tea-cupful of uater , but the great scholar 
soon found tliat he must- bo thanltful for what he had got 
It had cost the whole skength of the English Chancery to 
produce that single cup of water , and, for tiiat day, no man 
in his senses could look for a second Pretty much the 
same struggle, and for the same cheap reform, commenced 
about the year I806-G Post-chaise travellers could, of 
course, have what they bleed, and generally they asked for a 
bedroom It is of coach travellers I speak And the 
parhcular innovation in question commenced, as uas 
natural, until the mail-coach, which, fiom the much higher 
scale of its faxes, commanded a much more select class of 
company I uas a party to the very earbest attempts at 
breaking giound in tlus alarming revolukon Well do I 
remember the astonishment of some waiters, the indignation 
of others, the sympatheke uproars uhich spread to the bar, 
to the kitchen, and even to the stables, at the first opening 
of our extravagant demands Somekmes even the landlady 
thought the case worthy of her interference, and came for- 
ward to remonstrate with us upon our unlieard-of conduct. 
But gradually we made way Like Scabger, at fiist we got 
but one basin amongst us, and that one was brought into the 
breakfast-room , hut scarcely had two years revolved, before , 
we began to see four, and jdl appmtenances, arranged duly 
in coi respondence to the number of inside passengers by the 
mail, and, as outside travelling uas conkmmUy gaming 
ground amongst the uealtluer classes, more compreliensii e 
aiTangements were often made though, even to tlus da}*, so 
much influence siirinves from the ongmal aristocratic prin- 
ciple upon which public carriages u ere constructed, that on 
the mail-coaches there still pieiails the most scandalous 
inattention to the comfort, and ei en to the security, of the 
outside passengers , a shppeiy glared roof frequently makes 
the sitkng a matter of effort and anxiety, ulnlst the bttle 
iron side-rail of foui inches in height serves no one purpose 
hut that of bruising the thigh Conciurently uitli these 
reforms iii .the system of personal cleanliness, otheis were 
silently making way through all departments of the house- 
hold economy Dust from the reign of George II became 
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'cnrur, grultmllj it cinnc la It-iv vt ViiUn.* 
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/THER 'PINK * ^ 


The readci ^\llo may have accompamccl me m these an* 
denng memoiials of my oivn life and casual ex.peiicnces, mil 
be aware that in many cases the neglect of chronological 
ordei is not meiely permitted, but is in fact to some dcgice 
mentablc Theie are cases, for instance, nhicli, as a nliole, 
connect themselves ivitli my own life at so many different 
eras that, upon any chronological principle of position, it 
would have been difficult to assign them a piopei place , 
backwards or forwards they must have leaped, in nhateier 
place they had been introduced , and m then entire compass, 
from first to last, never could have been represented as 
propeily belonging to any one present tune, vheiisoeier that 
' liad been selected belonging to ei cry place alike, thej* 
would belong, according to the proverb, to no place at all , 
or (reversing that proveib), belonging to no jilace by pieferable 
right, they would, in fac^ belong to every place , and there- 
foie to this pilnce 


* Dc Qumoej ’s own title for the clmptcr is simply " Jty Brother " , 
but, IS we lieie licnrd so luneh of one brother of lus alreidy, tlieie 
inaj be the slight clnugo of title, to indicate that the brother of the 
present clnptci is his j onnger brother Richard, called by the family 
“ Pink ” See dnfe, pp 29, 66, and footnotes The matter of the 
chapter is a recast from that of a paper in Ta\(s Magazine for March 
1838, — Dc Qinncej liaaang thought fit to bring in tlie slorj of that 
paper at tins point, tbougb it was deferred in the Maganno to more 
tlian tlireo years bc>ond the autobiographical papers he has liithertc 
been using — M 
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llio t Wrt Jiw t <3 r«.lsto 

rule, for form j*‘irl of a tlojj •vv},i<'}» f* 5 I in ni;k 

own life al ni'un <hfllu'nt iMimt* It i. a fitorv Sil^ai fwin 
the life of mj own hrolhir , ana I tlwcH.jii if with thi lutrij 
MillmgncKi Irtcatiee it fmni-hf'v nn inflmtit ''*1 ij/on s 
great pnnriplc of ‘onil life, nou ami for nain ji.it'i I'lch 
itnigglniR for it's jiiftt ‘^iiprcmtei — ilo j«in. ’pU itwt all 
corporal ]»utii<hincnt‘* whatMHvrt, mid upon wiiotii’ witr m 
Hictcd, ate liiOful, ami an indi:»iiil\ to oiir eoiiinmTi liitHie, 
wliioli (with or wiihoiil our comeiil) i^i eiiMimifd ni tlie 
person of the laifTirtr l><i:Tndu>g Inn thej de^rode tr. I 
w lU not In re add one w onl upon the j . neral tl.e'h, hut <*(> 
on to the faet-i of till-! ra‘c , which, if all it'' tnct'Vnis lOt'ld 
1)0 now ncoieri'd, wa^ injihapi <i> nunmitie ii‘ nnj th i our 
has tiled the «jiint of foititudc and pitnnce in a ihiM 
Hut Its moral mUri'-t <K{xnds iitvm thi-s— that »iinplt out 
of one hiulil cha«ti«i>ui{Ht aroec inlurallj Ihoinln'c senes of 
ucnlswhich poiorj neirli lumlephipwriclcofall hone foroue 
indnndn il, and did in fict poison the trniifiutihlj of » mlioK’ 
fannlj forsiscnnar* > 

ncxthiotlnr, jonugerhi ah»nt four years than jni=i 1 f 
(lie, in fact, that cmi'id *0 much aflliition to the SelHn 
Aimiralhh* was a 1h)\ of cniHinite ind delirde la-'i.lty — 
thlieitt, llmf JB, m icspett to its feminine elrpimte end 
bloom , for the (a*- ro"nrd« constitution) he turned out I'O* 
marhshh rohiiBl In such txicss did his l)Ciul,' Ilouii h 
dunii" childhood (hit IhoBo who rememher him iiiid If 

at the public school at Bnth w ill also rcmcnihot the Imlicwus 
molestation in the stieets (for to him it iMs molcilalion) 
which It cntuled upon him — ladies stopping conlmuallr to 
ki=s him On lir-t coming up lo Hath fioni Oiernlmi, lai 
mother occupied thescrj npmtmciils on the JfoiHi rnr-'dc 
just quitted hj Edmund Iluikc,theu m a decaying tondifioii, 
thougli he did not die (I helici c) till IfO? * nnt stnfc of 
IBurkc's health, connected with (he c\pcc(ation of finding him 
still there, brought for Rome weeks crowds of inquirers^ many 
of whom saw the clnldisli Adonis, then Bcniccly sctcii jeaii* 
old, and uitlu.(cd upon him what he viewed as the inai tj rdoni 
of their caresses Thus began a persecution which coiitiiiued 
* See anil', p t)7 — ^>1 
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as long as his jcaf<» alloAvcil it The most bnlliant com- 
pletion that cowhl be inngmctl, the featuics of an Antraous, 
anJ iiprfett sjmmetry of figure at that period of his life 
' (afleTNVAnis he lost it), made him the subject of nc^ er-cndiug 
aduuratiou to the is hole female pojnihilion, gentle and simple, 
who passed him m the streets In after days, he had the 
gnee to Tegict his onii jierverse and scornful coyness But, 
at that time, so foolishly insensible was he to the honour, tliat 
he used to kick and struggle with all his iinglit to liberate 
himself ftoiii the gentle \'iolcnce which was continually 
fiffcl'ed , and ho renew cd the stone (so claboralelj painted by 
Shahspere) of the conthets between Venus and Adonis. 
For two years, this continued a subject of irritation the 
keenest on the one side, and of laughter on the other, betw een 
my brother and lus phuner school-lcllows Xot that we had 
tlie slightest jealousy on the subject — far from it it struck 
ns all (as it gencrallj does stnkc hoys) in the light of an 
attaint upon the dignity of a male, that he should he 
subjected to the caresses of women wuthoiit leiie asked this 
w'as felt to be a badge of childhood, and a proof that the 
object of siicb caressing tenderness, so public and avowed, 
must be regarded in the liglit of a baby — not to mention that 
tbc very foundation of all this distinction, a beautiful face, is 
ns a male distmction xegartlcd m a very questionable light by 
mnltiludcs, and often by those most who are the possessors of 
that distinUion Ceitamly that was the fact in my brother’s 
'case 2sol one of us could feel so pointedly' as himself the 
ridicule of his situation , nor did he cease, w hen increasing 
years had liberated him from that fcnialc expression of delight 
m his beauty', to regard tbe beauty itself as a degradation , 
nor could he beai to be flattered upon it , tliougli, in reality, 
it did him service in after distresses, when no other endow- 
ment whatsoever would have been ai ailing Often, m fact, 
do men’s natures sternly contradict the promise of their 
features , for no peisoii would have believed that, under tlie 
blooming loveliness of a Kaicissus, lay shiouded a most heroic ' 
nature, not merely an adventurous courage, hut with a 
capacity of patient submission to hardship, and of wrestlmg 
wath cdamity, such as is rarely found amongst the endow- 
ments of y oiitli I have leason, also, to think that the state 
von I u 
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of tle<,Ta(lnlioii jn wlndi liu WliUtil to Ir-^c 

li« duldjsh joor, fi'-m the fort of pul’hc x^tvni^ which I 
lia\c dcscnticd, nn«l liU ftrong i\coil frotu it is an meat!, 
went luncli deeper tbnn wa* mj'pv d, and hod much to do in 
his 'stiheoqueut ctiii'liict, and m Jit -ting him to the lifting 
rL«olntions he ivlopV'd He «‘-cmed to rt mt, as nr orgnnl 
insult of natuii tin Itaimg gi'in him n fits‘‘ Midtit of ' 
character m lift f- luinme Ik. uitj, luul lo Inho ft j»t<nsun; in 
contr idu line; it II id it K.n in liis jwwir, ht vouhl luiift 
epoikd it (’irtuiii It t', tint, from the tinio ho ft, ulicd Jtif 
tlcitnth hirth-»l.ij, he Ind K-gim lift vlv to w ilhnr.lw himself^ 
fiom the -oenU nf all o’htrhojtt — to HI ijitcs long fit‘ of 
abstraction — ami to throw lunis> If upon lift ov Ji Tc'uurcts in <» 
wii iicitlur I’eual nor necc-vsira Stliool-folhiv s of his own 
age and «=tinding — thoH, citn, who w<re the iiHftt cmiabk — 
he shuniiftl , and, mini jeara after hi* di* tj*jKMraacc, I 
found, m lift handwnluig, i oilhetion of fnigmcnt*, cc-*iched 
in 1 «ort of wild hncai ler-"-, pfternting, unqtrstfotifthly, 
the most cstnonlinir} mideneca of a proud, Fclf-nfttmneil 
mind, coiftcimisli KinceiiltinR hi- owni hopes in h’Uftelf. and 
abjuring the* ft't of tlu world, that can ever ha\o cinnimted 
from eo joung a }K.r=Oii , s.net, ujnn the lar^C'l alloinnce, 
imd supjiifting them to ha\e Ken wriUca on the t\c of hft 
qvnlting Lnglaml, ilio inmt Imc been wntloi at iV a{,e of 
tweUc 1 ha\c ofun ‘■ppc^tite*! on the subject of the«e 
mjptenous coinpo-itioift , thev wen> uf a nature to haiapftv 
cect led rather from miuil mietiuil quicti-t, such ns JIadanie 
Gujon, if with thft rnjii dciotion one can sapjKi'C tlie union 
of a rcbtllious and iinmntiiing ambition. Passionate 
apostrojihes there were to nnluic and the jiowers of nature ; 
and what seemed Etrani,c*t of all was — that, iiittilc^ not only 
were tliej free from all tumour and infiatnm w bich might 
haie been looked for in «o jonng a wntcr, but were even 
vnlfiillv cliildioli and colloipiial in a pathetic degree , in facb 
m point of tone, allowing for the dilferencfi Ix'twccn a 
narnitne povni and a Ivncsal, they gomewhat resiinbled that 
beautiful poem ^ of George Ileibert, entitled Lovi TJ^K^OTr^, 

,, poem, from grevt admimtion of its mother Xnehsh, anti to 

jimstrato bome uleis upon slvte, Mr Colu-ldjro repaWishea m his 
“BiognphnLitciari!'” ^ 
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m wlwch lie describes symboliciilly to a friend, undei the 
form of treacherous ill-usage he had experienced, the lehgious 
processes by vrhich his soul had been -weaned from the -world 
The most obvious solution of the mysterj' uould be, to 
suppose these iingmeats to have been copied from some 
obscure author but, besides that no author could have re- 
mained obscure in this age of elaborate research -who had 
been capable of sighs (for such I may call them) drawn up 
from such -well'like depths of feeling, and expressed with 
such fervour and simplicity of language, there iras another 
tesfamony to their being the productions of him who owned 
the penmanship , which was, that some of the papers ex- 
hibited the W’hole process of creation and growth, such as 
erasures, substitutions, doubts expressed os to this and that 
form of expression, together with references backwards and 
forwards. Now, that the handwTiting was my brother’s, 
admitted of no doubt whatsoever I go on with his 
story 

In 1800 my visit to Ireland, and -visits to other places subse- 
quently, separated me from him for above a year In 1801, 
w e were at very different schools I m the highest class of a 
great public school ^ — ^he at a very sequestered parsonage on 
a -wild moor (Horwich Moor) in Lancashire. Tins situation, 
probably, fed and chciished lus melanchol 3 ’- habits , for he 
had no society except that of a younger brother, who would 
give bim no disturbance at all The development of our 
national resources had not yet gone so far as absolutely to 
exterminate from the map of England eveiythiiig lilco a 
heath, a breezy do-wn (such as gave so peculiar a character to 
the counties of Wilts, Somerset, Dorset, &c ), or even a -village 
common. Heaths weie yet to be found in England, not so 
spacious, indeed, as the landcs of France, but equally wild and 
romantic In such a situation my brother lived, and under 
the tmtion of a clorgjunan, retired in his habits, and even 
ascetic, blit gentle in his manners To that I can speak my- 
self j for in the wuntei of 1801 I dined witli him, and I 
found tiiat his yoke was, mdeed, a mild one , since, even to my 

^ Monebester CrTammar School which was Do Qviincoj’s next 
school after ho left that of WinklieW, though ho has not yet told ns 
the fact — M 
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■\outigc?t II ^ A lifeul •'luM (if f ^civ, JiC' 

stToni'cr rttftonMnnce, iii lil«j {•> tn'iic tiE' 4 !HU-.l pinnl 

of tluty, than “ Do be y'Tft n^‘^1, 1 1." On aiwUiur tji'c.ificvn j,' 
nccoinpitncd b} i fi n at Mr iT.V* vn \i;» reaf^t'Unlallj 

tlctamed tbcrc tiirouub tlit grt‘at*r pAl of tbi follow 4 s> 
bvpnow , ainl, totht in«'X{tru‘Sibk sjnrjin-* of in^ t « isjvnnwi, 
a jntrc.mtili man from Mnnd«'>tt.r> for a cons'tb llm^ 
after brcabbi't ibt re\(i\;n(l f»».atlMiiati in jrttrmnfj 

my buitliir from roum tu rom ainl at brt fjom tbi {.TvtjRtl' ’ 
floor up to tin. bulduif* a b-wil op'.n (ttlitrli lursiffl o.tt 

to be a Ijatin urimmnn , raOi of Ibau (ptiruur a; *\ panmoij 
rao\ inj* at a tolcnil'U “-biw p.tce »u brother il r Ih-ivt ; bat 
Ml J , ivjlli a of ailju ration, !='>b'nm anfl tViu r'iI, vil 

bind and cmirih ilor\, Finmn^ out at lut'naK * Do W j'vr- 
suadul, sir “ It is i/oiir wtlfart 1 fv. b t" ** I/et tour oon 
intcrc.-!t, fcir, pkad iii this iintl«r bt tn«.>'n !” And eo tlio 

ebafiu umliiiuul, ab' tndmj; and de^ci udin;r. «p to the terj 
garrets, doisn to the leij cdLii^, thtn lUidil} TCiolM’ist 
from front to icn of tin bou-e, but fiuaUv n;tb i»o result at 
all 'flic bpecticlo rcimiided me of a gtoom nltempliD!; to 
catch a eoj ponj bj bobling out a note containing, or pn 
tending to contiin, a briU of oats Sire J , tin re\ trend 
gentU'iiian’>, wife, assured us that the Mine process went on al 
intervals tiiruugliout the wcvk , ninl in anj case it M’u' elcarlv 
good as a mode of c\en isc Now, ‘•ucli n luvlcr, though 
little adapted for the luadstrong 11 ., \\,i 8 the \ti'y JK *11011 for 
the thoughtful ami too sensitive II Search flu islaml' 
through, there could not have been found another sit untioti so 
suitable to mj brother’s vvavvvnnl and liaiigbt} nature The 
clorgMuan was kmied, «|uict, absorbud lu bis studiea , 
bumble end modest bejonil Uic proprieties of Tim situation, 
and treating m^ brother lu all points as r companion wbiUt, 
on the other hand, mj brother was not the pei-'ou to forget the 
icspect due, bj a triple title, to a elergj 111*111, a schol ir, and 
his own preceptor — one*, basulas, who bo little thought of ex- 
acting It How happj might all jKirlKs have been— wli'it 
suffenng, what danger, what jcai*s of miser iblc enxiedy, 
might have been spared to all who vvcic interested — ^Imd the 
guardians and execnlorb of my father’s will thought fit to 
^ X e llciirj see mOe, p 29 , rooluote — M 
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“let v:ell alone •” But, **jjcr star mcglio,'*^ they chose to 
leinove niy brother from this gentle recluse, to an active 
hustling man' of the world, the very anti-pole in character 
Wliat might he tlie pretensions of this gentleman to scholar- 
ship, I never had any means of judging , and, considering 
that he must now (if hnng at all), at a distance of thirty-si\ 
years, he grey-headed, I shall respect his age so far as to sup- 
press his name He ivas of a class now annually dediiung 
(and I hope rapidly) to extinction Tlianks he to God, iii 
this point at least, for the dignity of human nature, that, 
amongst the many, manj’ cases of reform destined eventually 
to turn out clnmciical, this one, at least, ne\er can he defeated, 
injured, or eclipsed As man grows more intellectual, the 
pou er of managing him hy his intellect and his moral nature, 
in utter contempt of all appeals to his mere animal mstincts 
of pain, must go on pan jiassit And, if a “ Te Deum” or 
an “0, JuMatel” uere to he celebrated hy all nations and 
languages for any one advance and absolute conquest over 
mong and error won hy human nature in our times — ^j'^es, 
not excepting 

“ Tlio bloody writing by ill nitions torn ” — 

the abolition of the commerce in slaves — to my thinking, 
that festiial should he for the mighty progress made tonards 
the suppression of brutal, bestial modes of punishment Nay, 

I may call them u orse than bestial , for a man of any good- 
ness of nature does not n illingly or needlessly resort to the 
spur or the lash with his horse or with his hound But, 
with respect to man, if he mil not he moved or n on over by 
conciliatory means — ^by means that presuppose him a reason- 
able crc.vUire — then let him die coiifoimded in his ovn 
Mleiiess hut let not me let not the man (that is to say) nlio 
has him in his pou er, dishonour himself hy inflicting piimsh- 
raents, violating that grandeur of human nature u hidi, not 
in any vague rhetorical sense, hut upon a religious prmciple 
of duty (viz., the scriptural dootnne that the human person 
is “ the temple of the Holy Ghost ”), ought to be a conse- 

« f 

^ From the wdl-known Italian epitaph — "Siam Txne ma, .per 
riar meglto, sio qin ” — n os well , but, because I would be better than 
well, 1 am — ^where you see 
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rntwl tlim" in l»c of rll gwi mn ; c,w\ w Jn-iy > 

raiS~Sn. .urc tlnn «V‘f ’ dit 

iffoniTtion fl.» mfin h luinottTCfl, Ins?!***!, ». 

propo-tion Mill lie licconic more trorilij of Imnoyp, of <-xal-' 

^'^"TlnV™hOTlnm«ti.r In*! \crT oilT.rent \icv^ of ir'>n an^ 
1,10 mturc. He not onh tlu.«<Jit tint v'lpic'il co* 
tl,c one «ok om^'inc lo mIhcIi innn couM ^ 

the pnncple of tint common nns.m Mhich < O at, 

when two «ch,nll.oj^ meet, vnth inwcm at iH n*^ •’ J 
l«vlance, no poac' can !« exiKct.,1 1-eliic^n j 

fairlv M..ttkHl ^vWh 1^ the mnt.r-ou thit V^ncip o he 

fancied lint no pupil could adeqn t-lj or propt-rtmn Alt 
Suronce hn nM nuUl ho had ritlkd Hie pn.-n- ppr- 
tion of FUi>cn* ntt in .imrnl jvnitr* l.j mIhcIi Im mstcr 
m adtance of hiinc If Stn nfrth of ldo«$ only cO«H 'i«^- 
tiin <;,«!< and, ns he ala's not aorj nwe ahowt crax^m): 
opportiimtics lie at on*.^ ^ 

more c«pvciall} a hui he faai or FiisjKeted sitij *T * , 
tendencu«, he Foon iiiektd a ip’atTcl vdth riiy unfortuna 
hrwthor Not, Iw U oh»rnetl, that ho mnch ca^'d fo” ft Mett- 
looking or r>.»p< ct ihle quar’cl Ko I Into A«sttru 
that, oacn aalu-ii the nio'-l fan run" olxcfimoinm *"lnd appea ri 
to his clcmcnca, in the j.crson of Fomc limorons nnv-comor, 
appalUd \n the reports he had hoanl— eacn lU ■''wh 
(dcciiiinp It M iFC to imprc.''=, fmm the* l>eginniw£;, ft Falnlary 
aave of his Joann thundersl, he made a pwclue of doing 
thus — lie Mould Fpeak loud, utter foiiic order, not aet' 
claailj, perlnp*-, as respected thc*sound, hut a.ilh ’f'xf'tl lH,r- 
plcMlj as regarded the «en'e, to the timid, «!enFituc hoj upon 
aahoin he intended to fix a charge of dnolwdience * Sir, i 
Tou plea'e, aaliat was it that aou raid 1 " — “IVhat Mfts it tha 
I saidl What I ]>laying uj>on my Mords ? Chopping In^*^ 
Strip, sir , Etnp this instant” ThcnccfoiMftxal this timid boj 
hecame a serviceable instrument in his equipage Kot_on j 
Mas ho a proof, even aaithout co-operation, on the masters 
part, that extreme cases of pubmission could not insure 
mercy, hut also he, this hoj, in Ins omti person, hrcalhcd 
forth, at inters als, a dim sense of awe and worship the 
religion of fear — towards the grim Moloch of tlie scene. 
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IleTicf, by electrical conductors, A\ns convened tlnougliout 
cverj* region of the cstablislraicnt a ti emulous sensibility tliat 
vibrated towards tbc centre Dilfeient, 0 Eon land HiD, are 
tlm Ian s of thy establishment 1 far other are the echoes heard 
amid the ancient halls of Bincc * Tlicre it is possible for 
the timid child to he happy — for the child destined to an 
carl}' grave to reap his brief harvest in peace Wherefore 
M cro there no such asj Innis in those days 1 Man flonnshed 
then, as non, in beauty and in poner Wlierefore did ho 
not put forth his power upon establishments that might culti- 
vate happiness as well ns knowledge? 'Wlierefore did no 
man cry aloud, in the spirit of Wordsworth, 

'* Ah, wlnl svaih heroic deed ? 

Wimt libcrl} 1 if no defence 

Bo won for feoblo Innocenco T 

Father of all * though wilful manhood reid 

Ills punishment in soul-distress, 

Gnnt to the mom of life its natural blessedness I ” 

ideantime, my hrothcr R, in an evil hour, having been 
removed from that most quiet of human sanctuaries, having 
forfeited that peace which possibly he was never to retrieve, 
fell (ns I have said) into the power of this Sfoloch And this 
Moloch upon him illustrated the laws of Ins establishment 
him also, the gentle, the beautiful, but also the pioiid, the 
hnnght} , lie beat, kicked, tianixded on * 

In tw 0 hours from that time, my brother w'ns on the road 
to Liv ei’pool Painfully ho made out Ins waj , having not 
much money, and vnth a sense of total abandonment winch 
made him feel that all ho might have would prove little 
enough for Ins purposes 

My brotlier went to an inn, nftei Ins long, long journey to 
Liverpool, foot-sore (for he had vialked through four days, 
and, from ignorance of the world, combined w itb evcessii e 

^ Tins was not meant assuredly as anj ad\ crtiseinoni of an estab- 
lishment which could not by all reports need any man’s praise, but 
was wntlcn under n very natural impulse derived from a recent visit 
to the place, and under an unafTccted sympathy with tho spirit of 
freedom and enjoyment that sooraed to reign amongst the young 
people [Tlio allusion is to tho celebrated Bmeo Castle Academy at 
Tottenbam, presided over by Sir Rowland Hill’s father, and where Sir 
Rowland Hill was himself a teacher till 1833 — M ] 
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Fliyno®s— oU ' 1>o\\ Oiv «lr» jHi'iAa 1 m ’■ omc fyciju pnilt '—liivl 
not profitotl b} tlio-o wll-knonn infi'lcnlM i5]>ou JInglisli 
lugb'Toatls — retttVn po'*l-clint'*f«, ptngc-roni'bc', lO'l lioist*. 
or -wftggonM)— fool'Fori*, i\n«l wgpr for Sln.p, pupnar, 

brcabfiUit in tlio morning — nil lliKc bo bml < fir Jus 
Rlendor finnnrci nwlml , nnd fm tbc-i* b<* puM Ibe IKttcb* 
crouM landlonl who llion jiropo^rd to him limt tboj glionht 
talvc n nalk out tngitlior, by May of looking it the public 
buibiingM and the (loiki It rpuiin tbr man Ind «ot5f.<<l nty 
brothor’i benuti, loinc circnnnlinc'i about Ihm iirc?i jncoil- 
Ristcnt w iih liiM inode of trai Llling, and nl'Mj ]jj' » tylr of wii* 
\erpition AccunlingU, be vilcd bmi along from vtrcct to 
ptrcct, until lbo\ rriclud the Tomi Hall “ Jlcn. lobe 
a fine budding,” pud tlm 4l«‘'niticd guide, rt if it bad 
Foine non IVunpcu— pome Luxor or I'llnijr.i tbnl be bad 
nncxpcctedlj lit ujwn nniong-t tbc mid»p«i.cr«.(i pirl« of 
Lucrpool — “bore ••eeun to be a fine building ; rlnU 110 p‘ 
in and nib lea\c to look nl il I’ My brotber, Ibmlcing 
of tlic Bpoctirlo llinu tlie P|Kttat«>i, uboio, in n wibUnie^'M of 
man, naiunllj ho uipIiciI to rmke bi» fnend, eonientcd 
leaddj In tbej uenl , nnd, bi llu* jnt*re''l arcident, Mr 
Major nnd the linMi-council were then ntting To tin m tb« 
insidious landlord cominunicateil ]>iiiatcl\ ail necoiinlof bia 
suspicions lie bimsclf conducted inj brotbrri under pM-‘ 
tcncc of di«co\onng the best station for picturc'que purjwsfts, 
to the particular box for pri'-onem at ibe Inr Tills nai not 
suspected b> the poor boi, not cieii when Mr Mayor began 
to question him ITo still tlioiigbt it an accident, Ibongb 
doubtless lie blushed excas.si\clj on being questioned, end 
questioned so impeitintnlU, in public Tlio object of the 
mayor nnd of other Lncipool gentlemen then present wai^ 
to ascoitam mj brother’s real rank and family for be per- 
fiisfed in lepiesenting bini«elf as a poor wandering boy 
various means were mini j’ tried to elicit tins informition, 
until at length — like the wily Ulyssca, who mixed with bis 
pedlar’s budget of female ornaments nnd attire a few arms, 
bj wnj’ of tempting Aclullcs to a sclf-dotcctiou in the court 
of Ljconiedes — one gentleman counselled the mayor to send 
for a Greek Testament Tins was done , the Testament was 
presented open at St John's Gospel to my brother, and- bo 
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to >fAy «1tvUj r hh 1kht \\ lu t\1ml tliit 

tv.ij vnlkn, nr wljcJhei, ih'rlmjw, }io could fnnnsh 
t!ic*n r, Iwusl-ilton fu‘m llio jvijj.'' Wforr luiju J1 , m )m 
d*l Tj .t ttid llit ijcmlnq; of jlu* nppoil, mid fell 
iido ill’’ rnan‘ : c ar‘w\ort'‘i; mid inmicdiaUdt iias 

to llip csrft of n pinilpin<(n, «lio t\on from him h^ 
i io *n ll^ Imd to iinp<>rliiT)ittc.-4 or mpnnccs 

Jih fnuih he confi'^tl nt imie, hut not ln<? «rlmol. An 

fureerjliHl fjom I.neiiiool to our 
Mort 'i mall' inihun nnii. thou !»> ncculenl on 

o of el * < nre from Indi i Hi’ c.ime o\ er, took my biollicr 
b">rk upon Hk* ■nhoh' nx n boM-li frolic of no por- 

mnnen* impit'nnre), in''<l«' roine ftipnl ilion« m liw behalf for 
indcmo'tt from pi.m'bment, and inniu'di iteh n tiinied home 
lAft t binr If, the t;nm tjrmit of the Fchool casilj c\aded 
the vtipnlslmn®, and reinated hi« brutnlities more fioi'celt 
tbm Kfen* — now ertutq in the double <spint of tvnnnj and 
nviji^e 

In »v fei* liour®, mv brother nn« awm on the mail to 
i<n< rjvv^l Jl.il ini’ on thi« occaejou did he report to any inn, 
or a-jtjt any treidierons Imnter of the jnclurcaque. lie 
rtthn.-! lmn«elf to no temptaln>n« non, iu>r to anj nek*! 
Uight onnarvla he nrnt to tlic dock'i, addtesred hun'»olf to a 
jm\e, eldeily mafUr of n trading ac'^el, bound upon a dis- 
tant aoyage, and in«fantli[ procured an enfigcmenU The 
^kipper ■ua« a good and n tj«ible man, and (n« it tunicd onl) a 
•'-aifor acromjdiphcd in all parts of hts ]>rofe‘*ion The ship 
a, Inch he commandtd nas a South Sea whaler, helonging to 
T/'*Td GrePMlle — whether lying at Lueiponl or in the Thames 
r.t that moment, I am not i-ure However, they soon after- 
ai irds railed 

For romcwhnt loss than three acar*", ma biother continued 
under the rare of this good man, aaho was inlcresicd by Ins 
appeirancc, and hj pome rc'^oinblance aahieli ho fancied in his 
h-ftturea to a son whom he had lost rorlunalc, indeed, for 
tlie poor boy avxa tins interval of fatherly superintendence 
for, under tins captain, he avaa not onla jircseracd from the 
penla which afterwards besieged him, until Ins years had 
made him more capable of confronting them j but also ho had 
thus an opportnmty, talnch he improved to the utmost, of 
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jnnTcing lumeelf nwjuwntwl ■nitli tin* tvvo ‘^psTvitp 

of Ihh profci-.tou—n lugntiftn and w'HnaTi'-tnp, <pnlificarion'* 

vhicli nrc not very ofleu ninlcd 

After llic dcalli of tlnn captain, m\ inonitr ran thnnigh 
many mid whenlnrea ; until nt lengib, nftcr a ftvvre action 
fought off tho co^' 5 l of Pom, the armed niercliantmau in which 
he then sened uni captured hy pirate®. Jlo't of the crew 
were massacred Mj hrothcr, on account of the mij'ort.ml 
senice® he couhl render, waa spared ; nnd with thc’C pir^hr, 
cruising under a black flat:, nnd perpetrating nnnnmlterc<l 
ntrocitic®, lie was obliged to sail for the ne.tt two jtars , nor 
could ho in all that pi riml find am opportunity for effecimg 
his escape 

During this long expatriation, let any thoughtful reader 
imagine the jionls of cicrj sort which histirged one *!0 joung, 
so inexperienced, so scnmlixe, nnd ‘o hanghtx ; perili to hi*» 
life (but these, it was tho \er> expression, of hia nnh,apnv 
situation, wore the pinls luasl to Ik. inonmcil for)} to 
his good name, going tho length of absolute mfatnj — smw, Jf 
tho piratical ship had liccn captured hs a Rnti«li ni m-of-unr, 
ho might Imxo found it itiipox-.ihle to clear hiuisclf of a volun- 
tary particijialmii in tho bloodj actions of Ins sliijnniitcs , 
and, on the other hand (a uec equally probable in the 
regions which tIio\ fnqueuled), supposing him to have Iwcn 
captured hy a Hpanish gmrda coda, lie would scarctdr Imx o 
been able, from his ignorance of the Spanish language, to draw 
even a nioincntarj nttcntiou to the special circunivtani.es of 
his own situation, he would lime been imolied in the 
general prcsumplions of the case, nnd would haxe boon c\c 
cuted in a summary waj, ujxin the prma /nae cndnice 
against him, that ho did not appear to be in the condition of 
a prisoner , and, if lus name had e\cr again reached his 
country, it would have hcun in some sad list of rufliaus, 
murderers, traitors to their countiy , and even these titles, 
as if not enough m themselves, aggravated hy tho name of 
pirate, which at once includes them all, and surpasses them 
all These were penis snlTicicnlly diblrcssing at any rale , 
hut last of all came others cxen more appalling — the penis 
of moral contamination, in that excess which might he looked 
for from such associates not, he it recollected, a few wild 
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notions or lawless principles adopted into his creed of prac- 
tical ethics, but that biiital transfiguration of the entire char- 
acter which occurs, for instance, m the case of the young 
gipsy son of EtBe Deans , a change making it impossible to 
rely upon the very holiest instincts of the moral nature, and 
consigning its victim to hopeless reprobation Murder itself 
might have lost its horrors to one uho must have been but 
too familiar inth the ^cctaclc of massacre by wholesale upon 
unresisting crews, upon passengers enfeebled by sickness, or 
upon sequestered villagers, roused 'from their slumbers by the 
glare of conflagration, reflected from gleaming cutlasses, and 
from the faces of demons This fear it was — a fear like this, 
ns I have often thought — which must, amidst her other woes, 
have been the Aaron woe that swallowed up aU the rest to the 
unhappy Marie Antoinette This must have been the sting 
of death to her maternal heart, the grief paramount, the 
“ crowning” gnef — ^the prospect, namely, that her royal boy 
would not'bc dismissed from the horrois of royalty to peace 
and humble innocence , but that his fair cheek would be 
ravaged by vice as well as sorrow , that he would be tempted 
into brutal orgies, and every mode of moral pollution , until, 
like poor Constance with her young Arthur, but for a sadder 
reason, even if it w ere possible that the royal mother should 
see her son in “ the courts of heaven,” she would not Icnow 
again one so fearfully transfigured This prospect for the royal 
Constance of revolutionary Franco was but too painfullj ful- 
filled ; as we are taught to guess, even from the faithful records 
of Uie Duchesse d’Angoulemc The young Dauphin (it has 
hem said, 1837), to the infamy of his keepers, was so trained 
as to become loathsome for coarse brutality, as well as for 
habits of uncleonlincss, to all who approached him — one pur- 
pose of his guilty tutors being to render royalty and august 
descent contemptible in his person And, m fact, they were 
so far likely to succeed in this purpose for the moment, and 
to the extent of an individual case, that, upon that account 
alone, but still more for the sake of the poor child, the most 
welcome nows wuth respect to him — ^him whose birth ^ had 

^ To those who ore open to the impression of omens, there is a most 
striking one on record with respect to the birth of this ill-fated prince, 
not less so than the falling off of the head from the cane of Charles I 
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Aravn aiilhonis of osaltition ftom fiiii; iinilimis nf 

men — tlie of Inn flentlu j!\i u wlml tl*" vHl 
bo expoctod for «1nUlrtn findtbmlj niUidrawn fruin parental 
tondcmfts«, fttiA tbronn upon {bur o\.n }'an'‘d»'’»if'b'jv at eaib 
an age as nine or ten, and nnd 't tbe \\ ilfnl initdeadinfj of j^r > 
fidimis «nulo<s ? lint, in tnj titntbfi'fi rve, all Hic edvoKii 
flnncc, oierwln'liiiiny ns ibej •I’^.nicd, non* tnmed br 
Fome good , all livl fuUd t> linviii biirtj nnd from tbe 
fiiij furiu(,( hi 1 niii out nn->tnjpd 

I liaM>Faid til it 111 iMiiitd not bn e npii^irid to anycapUmnjr 
sbip ns siiiiibii<; 111 tin uti.ition of pfrotn'r amo,i«"i tt** 
pirates, noi was lie ni<b in l!to cpji«^ of In'ing nrifiiud Ha, 
mo\ed •iboul, wbon on Iminl «bip, in freodotn . but be was 


It Ills Irnl, or tin •'uno Vnif, s ‘trikuK a n t<hl, l» -,t5) ?; an osl, Ir f* 
(jircllpirlnq On onk of r>v V/), \ it’i tins jirojili Ilf »i»"-ii>l! 0 'v' 
nipnttbu* miibrii n \l tli" Tnrv t mini' it wl f 'i fftfrordtii'' to tinrne- 
tiiornl iiossi) till' liiitli <jf 1 r'ltlil i as hi tl i «• t ofnnti 5n''iliJ i t'l tlto 
great ollict rs of sia'o s' ntili’i d m Ui< <,» in it n 1m Irbrnnli'-r, ai d s-5 r la 
pniato ■•tinnl fr mt a hih If’d tnsik knoivii ilu > lad tHlii,:s lit * t «t wAS 
n Dsujilun (Uio first child Imiin,; liwn a p'li nil, to thi sign'd dUap 
pointnant of the nation , nnd tin mmil, wl o\ a*ft1/ y, hvi' gtlmli, 
the whole frame of cam d woodi.or) at the 1 'ik of thi Q i* > » 8 ’>«}, 
reprc-senUiis the rroini nnd olIn r rnnhi of I nine, with tin IVi'tWi 
IiIils, came «Iown in nuii*» T1 ‘ti* i^ r,t<l direct 

ili omen lomici ted, npinreiitlj , with Hu hirth of tin- iirnff , in f wt 
a distinct prophcc) of hn min — a projh<c\ tliat he shfiiiid stinlvehi- 
father, nnd atl not nmi — vhnh is so olniiirelj told, thrl one kiinw'i 
not in what linht to new it , and tsjieciallj shire I/iiita \YJtl, who w 
the original niithorita for it, ohviomlj coiifo.inds th" first Pauphir 
(who died liLfon. the calamities of Ins fanillj coininencedl with the 
second As to tins second, who I' of I'onrsc the prince coneonu-d In 
tno mforencca of the test, ti now and most cxtraordiuan inUrcSt has 
begun In imesl his tragical slorj in thisacrj month of Apnl IS'"'!!, at 
least It 18 now first hronght liefore tiniier-al Clirislcndom, In the 
inonthli Journal of Putnam (puhhshcd in Now York) the namhet for 
April contains a most intore-tiiig nKmoirnpon Die nihiccL «!s;ned T, 
it Jiaiisoii Nnlnrillj, it mdi'poswl most readers In pul faith In ana 
fresh pretensions of this nature that nt Icsst one faVo Danpbin hi»l ’ 
taen pronounced such hj so aindeniaWo n judge ns Dm Dinhcsic 
It Angonlcme Meantime, it is made proKable inaugh ha Mr nanson 
W ->.*1'® I’TOj'lnu did not die in tho j car 1785 nt the Temple, 
but was personated by a hoj tiiilvnown that two ssparalo parties ' 

Ibis fraud, nnd ifirf sustain it, 
bKitatc to hdicao whether at the pritc of murdering 

an Tn/ii prtnco conaoycd accroll} to 

an Indian settlement in Lower Canada, as a situation m which Frenoh- 
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TOlclied, never tnisled on shore, unless under verj* petulmr 
circumstxjuces ; and tolerated at all only because one accom- 
plisbiuent made lum indispensable to the prosperity of the 
ship Amongst the vanous parts of nautical dall communi- 
cated to my brother by bis first falbeily captain u as the 
management of chronometers Seieral had been captured, 
some of the Ingbest i alue, in the many prizes, Euiopean oi 
American. Ity brother happened to be perfect in the skill 
of managing' them , and, fortunately for him, no other person 
amongst them Lad that skill, even in its lou est degree To 
this one qualification, therefore (and ultimately to this only), 
be rras indebted for both safety and fieedom , since, tbougb 
be might have been spaied in the fimt moments of carnage 

being the prevailing language, wonld attract no attention, ns it must 
have done in most other parts of North Amenca , that the hoj nas 
educated and trained as a missionary clergyman , and, finally, that ho 
IS now acting in iliat capacity under the name of Deazer Williams — 
perfectly auare of the royal pretensions ymt forward on his behalf, but 
equally through age (bemg about 69), aud tlirough absorption m 
spiritual viei’S, indiifereut to these pretensions It is admitted ou all 
hands tliat tlio Rrmca dc Joimillo had on inteniow ivith Eleazer 
Williams a dozen y cars since the pnneo alleges through mere accident , 
but this seems iroprohablo , and Mr Ilanson is lAely to be right- in - 
supposing this visit to have been a preconcerted one, growing out of 
some anxiety to test the reports current, so for os they were grounded 
upon resemblances in ilr Williams s features to those of the Bonrhou 
and Austrian families Tlic most pathetic fact is that of the idiocy 
common to the Dauphin and Mr deazer Wilhams It is clear iiom 
all the most authentic accounts of tho young pniicc, that idiocy was 
in reality stealing over him — due doubtless to the stunnwff nature of 
the calamities that overwhchiied his family , to tlio removal from bun 
by tragical deaths, in so rapid a succession, of the Prmccsse dc Lom- 
hallc, of his aunt,_pt his father, of his mother, aud others whom most 
he had lot cd , to his cniel separation from his sister, and to the astonnd- 
ing(for httii naturilh incomprehensible) change that had come over 
the demeanour and language of nearly all tho people placed about the 
persons of himself and hiS family An uhocy resulting from what 
must have seemed a causeless and demoniac conspiraty would be more 
likely to melt away under the sudden transfer to kindness and the 
gaiety of forest life tlian any idiocy belonging to ongmal organic im- 
hecility Sir Willies desenhes his own confusiou of mmd as con- 
tinuing up to his foittteeiith year, and all things which had happened 
in earlier ycarsi as gleammg tlirough clouds of oblivion, and as pam- 
fully perplexing , hut otherwise he shows no desire to strengthen the 
pretensions made for himself by anyTeinimscences piercing these clouds 
that could pomt specially to France or to royal experiences 
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from other conrulcralion^, thoie h IiStlft tlonU Umt, ui some 
one of the innuaja^^llc bwvli 'vhicli follow tl ihrouijh ihb 
yean of hih captJMty, ht womW have fsIUn a facrifioc to 
hactj impulses of linger or Manloniti?', Im'l not liia safety 
been made an ohji-cl of interest rml iiisthw'*t lo ih«>s« sa 
command and to all nho a' ntntd anj can> for the {vCnenl 
welfare Much, then fore, it 'Wpji that he oiicd to this 
accomplishment Still, then is no gowl thing ■without lifi 
alloy, and tUi« great hk" uiig hronpht along t>5th it wine 
thing none than a dull dul} — the ncct,sfUi , in fact, of facing 
kare and tind'. to which the sailorV hewt Is pn. trom'^ally 
fccnsihk All sailnrs, it is iiolonou'-, are fcujKr-tith'ns j 
parlU , I suppose, from looking out so nuidi ujiou the "a ilu( r- 
ncss of wn\c«, cmjitj of all human life ; for mighty folitHdca 
arc gcncrallj fear haunted and fnr-peophd , such, for in* 
stance, ns the sohtiulea of forota, wlurc, in the al«s nee of 
human foims and or4hnnr% human soutuls, ate di'ccmnl 
forms nioi-e dusky and lague, not rufened hj the c\«i to 
any known Up»., and rounds inipirfeclly inlclligthle And, 
Ihetcforo, nio n\\ r,einnn conl-Ymmcrs, woodcuUetiv 
superstitious how the tea is often peopled, atnid't its 
raiings, with wliat seem innmucrahlc human voices— sttth 
\oiccs, or as ominous, ns wlnt were heard hy ICnhla Khau — 
“nnccstial loiees prophesying war", oftentimes laughter 
nines, from a distance (seeming to come ako from dnlaul 
times, as well as distant jdnees), with the uproar of waters; 
and doubtless sbape? of fear, or FbajiCb of beauty not less 
awful, axe at times seen ujion the waies by the discasdl eia 
of tbc sailor, m other ca«< s besides the «omewhat rare one of 
calenture This \nat bolitude of the *=ca being tidicH, there* 
foie, as one condition of the superstitions fear found so com- 
monly among sailoi-s, a second may be the perilous insccniity 
of their ow n In es, or (if the In cs of sailom, after all, by 
means of large immunilits from danger in other sb ipe?, arc 
not so insecure ns is supposed, tbongli, by llie way, Jt is 
enough for this i-esult that to tbomsehes tbey seem so) yet 
at all c\ cuts the insecurity of the ships in which tbey sail 
In such a case, in tbc case of balllo, and in others where the 
empire of chance seems absolute, tbere the temptation is 
greatest to dally with supcmaliiral oraclcp, and supernatural 
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means of consulting tliem^ Pinnlly, the mterruptxon 
habitually of all oxtlinaTy ax’enues to information about the 
fate of their dearest lelativca, the consequent agitation 
which must often possess those who are re-entering upon 
home waters, and the sudden, burst, upon stepping ashore, 
of heart-shaking news in long accuinulatcd arrears — ^these 
ore circumstances which dispose the mind to look out for 
relief tow aids signs and omens -as one w'ay of breaking the 
shock by dun anticipations Bats lea\ iiig a vessel dcstmed to 
sink, although the political application of it as a name of re- 
proach IS purely modem, must be ranked among the oldest of 
omens , and perhaps the most sober-minded of men might 
have lca\e to be moied with any augiiiy of an ancient tradi- 
tional order, such as had won faith for centuries, applied to a 
fate so interesting as that of the ship to which he was on the 
point of coninntting himself Other c»vuscs might be 
assigned, causative of nautical superstition, and tending to 
feed it. But enough It is well knowm that the whole 
family of sailors w superstitious My brother, poor Pink 
(this was an old housdiold name which he retained amongst 
us from an incident of his childhood), w'as so in an im- 
moderate degree. Being a great reader (in fact, he had read 
ever} thing in his mother tongue that w’as of general inteicst), 
he was pretty well' aw'arc how general was the ridicule 
attached in our times to the subject of ghosts But this — 
nor the reverence ho yielded othenvise to some of those 
writers wdio had joined in that ndicule — anymore had un- 
settled Ins faith in their existence, than the submission of a 
sailor in a religious sense to his spintunl counsellor, upon the 
false and fraudulent pleasures of lu\my, can ever disturb his 
lemcmbrance of the lurtues lodged m lum or tobacco His 
oivn unconquerable, unanswerable cxpenence, the blank 
realities of pleasure and pain, put to ihght all arguments 
whatsoever that anchor only in liis understanding Pink 
used, 111 arguing the case with me, to admit that ghosts might 
ho questionable realities m our hemisphere, but “ it’s a 
different thing to the siithard of the line ” And then he 
w'Ould go on to teU me of Ins own fearful expeiience , in parti- 
cular, of one many times renewed, and investigated to no , 
purpose by parties, of men communicatmg from a distance 
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xipr.ii a of concertfti ‘■Jinwi*-, in ('f t!n‘ 

l^bntl^ Thc'-e rhtt'b, «!• cu wiji* at"! I tiuuk 

di.>?cribt(l, by B'titpRr — atul U»frifore mu?t lrA«‘ an 
to tin* l>u« meifb JUnl Jb’iitji.rtjcis * m tbi I \Uf jr j^art 
of tlji, «o\uu<nitli ccaliin— were fo iltU to thvir mio 
<lcrptiwto •sucL^.'^'r-i, tin. l’intU«, nt tin \ of t^*e nisto 

lecnth , ind foi tlio «anic ivmm — Llif ihrv^oiRr 

(rare m Iho e ‘las' for i»nx.tinjji: vood iirtsl waif'", Ifjtucr, 
then, the lilni,lw Ih.j; ofUn tt-ortt'l, innl hertj, nt.wbt tht?f 
romanlic «oliiu>k3, 1 'laml « unlcmiilcd hv men — ofi*'nt»«u St 
hj furkd up forwcJ'i to^etlnr, ripuie ond inurtw r Jnw! 
test for a and the hlocb cutlea'i -kp* \rU5nn Sb 

siahh'ird Wlieii tln«, Inpjfniid, and when jt livjan.c ijiown 
hefon'lnud tSint it u’mW Happen, a tint eepitehijd on frhora 
foi ni\ brother, and the thrononieten, wttt tnuni*nted 
thitlwj for the jir nod of tin ir ttay 

Tlic ifiland ttlcetfil for tins pti’pa <*, aiuonc'l the many 
cquallj open to thur thonx, might, according to circ tm*' 
Manets, ho tint w huh olftrtd the l>c.-t aneborrge) tr that 
from which the re-tmbarhntion was ui^tcsl, or that which 
allowed the readicnt acce-vs to wo«l .md wn*er But, for ‘Oine 
or all of tlu«e adtanlagt-', the piiticnl'ir island nH»5t 
gcneralh luuunind bj the piratical ciiMom and goofbwnll 
w vs one knuwu to Aiiioncan imM}ptr>ri as ^‘Tlie Wood-' 
cutter’s Ishin-1 " There was soUie old tradition — and I know 
not but It was a tmdUtun dating from the thiica of D mi}<itr 
that a Spanurd or an Imliiu «!,.llk'i in this island (rely iBg. 
perhaps, too entn-LU upon the protection of ]h;rfccl t diUido) 
had been muidercd in jiure waiitounesi h^ S'»iut of the law- 
less rovers who fuijmnkd this solit.iiy .atclujvciago 
Whether it wen. fioni some pecnlnr atrocity of had t nth in - 
the act, or from the s mctit j of the man, or the deep boliiutle 
of the island, or with n view to the pncnlinr cdihc-ation of'' 
manners in these scim-Chnstian. seas — so, however, it wus 


ritltitslicrs —Tilts won!, winch is just now revohms uisin us 
in connection with the attempts on Culn, Jtc., is constauth spelt by 
onr oivn and the American journals as I tHtlntsltns and rililbastcros 
nut tlio truoword ofncarij two centuries back oinoninUhe old ortglnl 
“Twl Lnglhh) Umt riwdo irngular-Karupoa 
Tctam i'**" mantime towns, was that which I have here 
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and attested Ijy generations of^ca-vagabonds (foi most of the 
armed xoamers in these ocean Znnras at one tune were of a 
suspicious order), that every night, duly as the sun went down, 
and the tuilight began to pievail, a sound aiose — audible to 
other islands, and to every sJnp Ijing quietly at anchor in 
that neighbourhood — of a ivoodtiilter's a\e Sturdy were 
the blous, and steady the succession in uhich they followed 
some even fancied thej” could hear that sort of groaning 
lespiration which is made by men who use an ave, or by 
those who in towns ply the “tluce-inan beetle” of Falstaff, 
as paviors ; echoes they certainly heard of every blow'^, from 
the jprofound w oods and the sylvan precipices on the margin 
of Uie shores , which, how ever, should rather indicate that 
the sounds were not supernatural, since, if a visual object, 
falling under lij'per-phj sical or cata-pliysical law s, loses its 
shadow, by parity of argument, an audible object, in the same 
circumstances, should lose its echo But tins was the stoiy , 
and amongst sailors there is as little variety of versions m 
telling any tnic sea-story as thcie is in a log-book, or in “ The 
Flying Dutchman ” hkraim fidelity is, with a sailor, a point 
at once of religions faith and worldly honour The close of 
the story was — that after, suppose, ten or twelve minutes of 
hacking and hewing, a homd brash was heard, announcing 
that the tree, if tree it were, that ncvci yet was made iisiblc 
to daylight search, had yielded to the old woodman's perse- 
cution It was exactly the crash, so familiar to many ears on 
board the neighhounng vessels, which expresses the harsh 
tearing asunder of the fibres caused by the w'eight of the 
trunk in falling j beginning slowlj , increasing rapidly, and 
terminating in one rush of rending This ovei — one tieo 
felled "tow'ards his W'lnter store ” — there was an interval 
man must have rest , and the old w oodninn, after working 
for more than a century, must want repose Time enough to 
heginagainafteraquarter-of-an-hour’s relaxation Sureenough, 
in that space of fame again began, in the w ords of Conius, “ the 
wonted roar amid the woods” Again the blows become 
quicker, as the catastrophe drew nearer , again the final crash 
resounded; and again the mighty echoes travelled tliiough 
the solitary forests, and were taken up by all the islands near 
and far, like Joanna’s laugh amongst the 'Westmoreland hills, 
VOL. I X 
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to Uit* oftoiuclitnonl tli^ *s^l‘'Ut w<i,ui iibctifoK' 

fliouM tho I'ccau ?>e <1^.1011! liOil — I*" that Ii*«l JjttJil t»it» 
mghllj tumult, hj <iU nfrounts for rjon* th'itj & fAatTtfy? 
My brother, houiier, poor ifOJ a.'>l<>.t 5 he i, in gi>xl 

canie-!{, in tint of the /* v-f r"»nj'{inf"» ; Ars<i , 

«=; often ns the gentleimn tin tr eo->»ri«c for the 

Gallnpigos, he wo.ihl fjhI: tii Fjunt b' f*»re tin inalF he might ^ 
1x1 sunnnondl to fare Ko r.-coml p- mm "no's t\cr put on 
shore nith Pmh, lu-t jvinr I’lnh ami he imght I'-'cmn" jotjtl 
otcr the liquor, ami tin chronritn£kT& hi hml titc ii'^loct^i , 
for n coii=«lrnhle quuntitt of npirits tiPcr«.*otily Inn^W, 
as vrtll os of proM'ions, Ihican®' foiutlmies ft mmlcn change 
of weather, or the FUihhn n]»jKanJ)C»' <'f n fu*p'cjons rill, 
might ilraw the ship off the j^laiul foi a forliught. My 
hrolhor «oiiM hue pl.winl hw irs v itlioilt »ll!*me , hut he 
had ncharaitcrtoi’iuntain with thcfiilorA. loMi as re pfetod 
cqualh for his reaimnslup and hn rhipmanship' llv the 
way, wlien it is considen'd that one half of 11 F,u!ftr‘s pn*hs- 
sional science refers him to the ‘ton (thmiidi it is fnic the 
other half nfft n him to the mis and shrouds of a chip), jn‘i 
as. Ill gcodcsical oj'cratioiis, one part is rcfewid tolonien, 
and one lonrth — when this is eonbidercd, another arfrnmMil 
ari'cs for the supcntition of bailors, sofar na it is astrohigntiJ, 
Tlici who know (Init know the on walhont kiiowmc the fita- 
Tt) that the sUrs li,i\ c much to do in guiding their own niovC' 
menu, whuh an' set so far from tlic stan?, and, to all appear- 
ance, so little connected with thini, ino) lie txcn«c»l for 
supposing that the stir- an, connected artrolojjically with 
hiunan dcbtinies Rut this bs the way. llie sailor^ looking 

’ “ f!rjvnaiishtj) aitJ fhtjimapthtjf’’ — These arc tisi> fdncUins of a 
sailor seldom separaW in the mind of a landsman The cordoctirga 
ship (causing her to c/iio»e a right path) through the ocean — ^thatlson" 
thing Tlien there is the management of the ship within heriiclf the 
trimming of her sails, Ac. (causing her to Iccp the linechoscn) — that is 
another thing Tlie first is called seamanship , t1 0 second tgiff?-/ I*® 
called shipmanship, hut «, I hcheic, called navigation Tlica nrc I'Cr 
fecllj distinct one man mrclj has bo’U in p^rkction Both may he 
illustrated from the rudder The question is, suppose at the Cape of 
Good Hope, to steer for India trust tlio n dder to him, as a sea’ran,'’ 
a\ho knows the passage whether wilhm or without Madagascar 11 o 
' question is to aioid a sunk rock truat the rnddur to him, as a navi* 
gator, who nnderstands the art of steering to a jiiLely , 
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ti"* riiil.V tloablti skill, .ttitl to Iris oxj^ewcnce on slioic (more 
•iRUnu&lniic* tlmu all lio'sule, licing c\p&nence gallioreil 
glioit«\ ospu^-scvl an ndnnntion winch, to one mIio 
vatsako a «Ail{n, harl loo gcmal a sonml lo he saciificetl, rf it 
co’thl he maintained at any pike, Thoioforc it a\as that 
Pmlt 'till cUnijj, in apitc of Ins tonois, to his shoie nppoint- 
inont. Unt hard m’U'i his Inal; and many a tniic has he 
dcscnlK'd lo me one cflctl of it, when loo long conliniicd, or 
♦ onil'iiicd Mith ilarkuoss too inlcn^e The Moodentter Mould 
hrgiii his oiierntioiis soon after the <nm hail ^et , hut uni- 
formU, at lluil tunc, In^ noice m vs less Thwe hoius after 
nmset it had iuorea‘-ed . and genendh at midnight it Mas 
Kieafest, hilt in it aUiais Rometimos the case laned thus 
fit , that it givatlj incn'aeod ton aids thiee oi fom o’clock in 
the moitungj and, as the •-ound grcM loiidci, and thcreh) 
‘‘ccnied to di’an nearer, poor Pink’s ghostly panic grcM nisup- 
poif ihle , and he ahsoluldj fioin his pavilion, and its 
iuviuious comforts, lo a point of rock — a ])i'oinontoi ) — ahoiit 
half-a'mile off, fwin mIiuIi he could set the sliiji The mci“c 
nqhtof a hunum abode, lliongh an abode of inflians, conifortod 
his panic With (he appixmvh of dai light, the mystcnoiis 
••{Hinds eoascd 'Cock ciom Ihcie hapiicncd to be none, m 
lho=c ihlands of the (l.dkipagos, or none in that paiticulnr 
island, though many cocks uc heanl cioMing in the MOods 
of Amcnca, and these, jicihaps, might be canglit by spiritual 
setiSi,'' . or the MOodentter maj he siijiposcd, iiiion Hamlets 
pnnciiilo, either scenting the raoining an, oi catching the 
sounds of Chiisliaii inatui-hells from some dim convent in the 
depth of Ainentan forests. IToMcvcr, “o it was, the MOod 
cuttci-’s n\o began lo intermit about the earliest approach of 
dawn; and, as light sliengthcnod, it ceased cntiiely At 
lime, ten, or eleven o’clock in the foieiioon, the Mdiole ap- 
peared lo have been a delusion , but tovvaids sunset it le- 
vived in cuditj during tvv ilight it strengthened, and veiy 
Foon nftmvvaids puperstitious panic was agun sealed on her 
tin one Such were the fliict nations of the case Meantime, 
Pink, sitting on 1ns promonlorj in oaily dawn, and consobng 
Ins terrors b}* looking aw ay from the mighty m oods to the 
tranquil ship, on boE^ of which (in spite of her secret black 
flag) the whole crew, murdcrerE and all, were sleeping peace- 
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fulU-lic, n l)onnttfnl rngl. V 1<» f »« 

ml from In-; .min«lmlc Immc 1.^ 

fnlh pViUliol 1»> Ml"’* Jifitnifrinnn in' M, m.o c. ite~ 
Bh,km» {tl.o«gl.:to nio.l rc.-..ltr., fonnvlmt - 

mclncfll Inlrfl im1>li'<Ue<I oirU jn tliii toiinn, r’litltv j **- 

late luitl iicgloclo)! fnim nifnnc^, but wjlb " . 

r.on. natmo, nml iu\ bv Ho “^‘Tfrrr^a ' 

i-ock> CAM' but, m cmif. queiiro of ‘■omo tur< nt *t«nil Urr - 

foumUoa unb n n..mUr,ammK »n wrao w,.> ^ ‘ 

dcarh iim.b out) lolroubb- tb. ni«‘< "f 

,t in boiroi, nu.l ninb,. in Urn gn-t .hxni to 

lock-fi. ■=.«!. .Ion «bicb,lu arnih a i»rt 

biB imiwp or of M ini.ilbi M ilb lu« t. ountletl )v -it!, Uqm that 

ininncn oflifi nbicbg.M-oni for c\er.imont,-.l tbc raMJiq^'avt^. 

From Ibc Hallu]. njo-i, I’mk n<nt ort.'n to Junn (or, o-c be 
cbo'o to call it, after l)imi>icr and unitr?, John) J I'rtnnrto?- 
Vciy kiloU (HucinWr 18a7\ tbi iu\\BirtiKr«! of 
informed u«, ninl ibe t-loii t'n-* enmnt bn fun nttit tit)'', 
Ibnt Ibis faT islnid bid bptii pu dbrnisl np b,\ an earUi 
quake, oi, al b i«l, Ibat in «.nnf waj or otbor it bud 
disa])iK“ai*eil Ibnl tbat «toij ^.roiid Ifu*, one jAii?tnt 
boAier Mould lm\e iiiiicbul— i.ii=<d b\ I’lnlt a’< n ineniona 
cxprcPBion of his loiUbfiil fctliii,;-. eitlar toM.ir.l-i Pe 1 <«■, or 
bis visional j croaliirc Ttobin'-.an Crusoe — ^Imt ritber, perliaps 
toMnrda tbo Fiibstaiilnl Alexandur Selkirk , foi it Mft-* ts'sei 
on pome fcqiot knoMni or rcputwl b\ tradition to iiatc Iwcti 
one of those most ocuipicil as a borne bt Selkirk i 
“ rallier tonards Alexander Selkirk” ; for llicic is a diftu ultj 
to Ibe iiidKinenl in associating Ilobm'on Crusoe M’ltb 
tliiBloiely island of the Paiific, and a difliciillj CAcntotlic 
fancj Why it is hard to guess, or tbrongb Mbat pervcT'A 
contradiction to tlic facts, Dc Foe cliose to place the ship 
Mreck of Fobinson Crusoe upon tbo rrtsfmi side of tlu 
American continent Non, not onlj was tins in direc 
opposition to the icalities of the case on mIiicIi be built, a 
first reported (I belieae) bj Woodcs Rogers from tlic loj 
book of the Puke and Puebess (a pihatecr fitted out, to tb 
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best of my remembrance, by the Bnstol merchants, two or 
three years before the Peace of Utrecht), and so far the 
nund of any man acg^uainted nith these circumstances was 
staggered, in attempting to associate this eastern wreck of 
Crusoe with this western island, but a worse obstacle ttm n 
that, because a moral one, is this . by thus perversely trans- 
ferring the scene from the Pacific to the Atlantic, De Poe 
has transferred it from a quiet and sequestered to a populous 
and troubled sea — the Fleet Street or Cheapside of the 
navigatmg world, the great thoroughfare of nations — and 
thus has prejudiced the moral sense and the fancy agamst 
his fiction still more inevitably than lus judgment, and in a 
way that was peifeetly needless, for the change brought 
along with it no shadow of compensation 

My brother’s wild adventures amongst these desperate 
searrovers were afterwards commnmcated m long letters to a 
female relative , and, even as letters, apart from the fearful 
burden of their contents, I can bear witness that they had 
very extraordmary merit This, m fact, was the happy 
result of wnting from his heart , feebng profoundly what 
he communicated, and anticipating the profoimdest sympathy 
with all that he uttered &om her whom he addressed A 
man of business, who opened some of these letters, m his 
character of agent for my brother’s five guardians, and who 
had not any special interest m the affair, assured me that, 
throughout the whole course of his life, he had never read 
anything so affecting, from the facts they contained, and from 
the sentiments w'hich they expressed , above all, the yeammg 
for that England which he remembered as the land of his 
youthful pleasures, but also of his youthful degradations 
Three of the guarians were present at the reading of these 
letters, and were all affected to tears, notwuthstandmg they 
had been irritated to the uttermost by the course winch both 
myself and my brother had pursued — a course which seemed 
to argue some defect of judgment, or of reasonable kindness, 
m themselves Tliese letters, I hope, are still preserved, 
though they have been long removed from my control 
Tluhking of them, and their cxtiaordmary nient, I have 
often been led to hdicve that every post-towTi (and many 
times m the course of a month) carnes out numbers of beau- 
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tifully Vinltcn Mltr^ suul fn-m UrUi 

inuu , not tlwt nun mi* to Iw mrift- d li-=< ui'-tib «( 
vritin^' good IiIMn, snd, ui fdU, miioug’-t *^11 t}»^‘ iikbnte<l 
Ittlu-wnltJ-a of tlio pi t or prc-'cnt linn", rAtr^'ihneft 
ImppuD? toliaiokuj nioi ; tn.t tbit niorv frirtith’ worncn 
vnto frojH llnsu hc\il<; mnl tho ii") iinif tyu*!* 
to JHtvlic fnimb* good, vlucU opcntcd nt f(>nol to 
inikc the (inljoii of Iloni'in Inlu't roon.' prre ‘hm that 
of ontor& or piofi lonil cdtpaton of the lton*in 
Hnguai,e — awl \\hn.h, at ntio'hcr pcrjnl, in the iJiisfu- 
tine Court, operakd to pte«.'nc the pU'itj of tin' mother 
idiom Miihni the nur-i n* -i and the fiuia’e dr i-hir^-roomi 
of the palan , i\!iil=t it \ .w cofruplid iii the futtnis^ fland- 
artls and the andLimo— in th» tiLinvlimla of thf* pulpit and 
the tliiono 

\t ith rt'>i)cct to Tud a \i mum; for lln,ihind, that In.d 
been pnliallj gntilicd m lomc put of hn long fJi’o 
tmoi, as \io learned h ng aft* ru .ird he hid hmleil in 
England , hut vudi Maa hu hanghlj ailht'tvw'u to hi» 
purpoao, and auch lus ronartpiont Urtorof icins dnorterei' 
and redauntd h\ lua guaidninx, th it he ncrer attf-mptel to 
c<iinmumi,ate w iih anj of hia I rothen or ‘eaUiv^ T line ne w iva 
urong , mu they should lauecut topiccu before 1 would have' 
betrajed him 1 lihc him, had oeeii an oh-tiiialo n-ciumt 
to what I Mewid ns uiyn>-t prcUiisions of .luthontj , and, 
liaMiiR been the fii't to laiao the et.nidard of rtioUj had Veen 
taxed hj mj guarduiis with liaMiig rtdiiwd Ihnh. V) ina 
example But that w is untrue , Pink acted foi tnm^elL 
ITowcier, he could know little of all tins, and he trnamed 
England twice, without mil mg an oatrlure lovards any 
communication witli iiii; fraiuK TwocircumsUmresof the^u 
journeys he used to mcntiou both were from the port of 
London (foi ho iieiti coulcniplatcd Luiulon but as a i«nt> to 
Liicrpool , or, thus fir I may be wioiig, that one of the two 
might he (in the ixstuin older) from LuOipool to Jiondou. 
On the fust of these journeys, his mute lay through 
Coventry , on the other, tlixough Oxfonl and Birmingham 
In nciUici case had he sUirlcd with much money , and he 
was going to liavc retired from the coach at the place of 
^ supping on the fixst night (the jounioy'thcn occupying two 
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' enljra diya niid h\o puliitj mglits), when the passengers 
insi'^ie J on panng for him • that iras a tnhute to his beauty — 
not jet extinct He mentioned tins part of Ins adventures 
somewhat shjly, whilst going ov^ci them with a sailor’s 
iUcial accnttiey , though, Os a recoid belonging to what ho 
Mew*cd as childish yeni-s, he had ceased to care about it 
On the other journej’, his cxporienco was didcrcut, but 
cguallj* testified to the spirit of kindness that is everj where 
abroad He had no inonej*, on tins occasion, that could 
Iinrchikc even a momentary lift bj' a stage-coach as a 
pixleslnan he had travelled down to Ovfonl, occupying two 
day's in the fifty-four or fifty- six miles which then 
measured the road from London, and sleeping m a farmer’s 
him, without leave asked Weaned and depressed in 
spirilss, ho had reached Oxford, hopeless of any aid, and with 
a deadly shame at the thought of asking it But, some- 
where in the High Street — and, accoixling to his very 
accurate sailor’s dcscnption of that noble stieet, it must have 
Ixien al*out the entrance of All Souls’ College — he met a 
gentleman, a gownsman, who (at the very moment of turn- 
ing into the college gale) looked at Pmk eamestlj', and then 
gave him a guinea, sajung at tlie time, “ I know w hat it is to 
be in j our situation You are a schoolboj”, and you bav o 
iim away from jour school Well, I was once m jour 
kltnation, and I pitj* jou” The kind gownsman, who wore 
a velvet cap with a silk gown, and must therefore have been 
what in Oxford is called a gentleman commoner, gave lum 
an address at some college or other (Magdalen, ho fancied, 
in after jears), wheie he mstiucted him to call before ho 
quilted Oxfoul Had Pink done this, and had he frankly 
comnuinicatcd lus whole storj', very prohablj’^ he would have 
received, not assistance merely, but the best adv ice for guiding 
his future motions llis reason for not keeping the appoint- 
ment was simply tliat he was neivouslj' shy , and, above all 
things, jealous of hcuig entrapped by insidious kindness into 
revelations that might prove dangerouslj' circumstantial 
Oxfoi'd. had amajoi , Oxford had a corporation , Oxfoi'd had 
Greek Testaments past all counting, and so, remembering 
past experiences, Pink held it to he the wisest counsel 
that he should pursue his route on foot to Liverpool 
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Tlmt fitunefl, lioxsc^tr, 1*e inul uj, med him fmtn 
acajum 

One cimimstnnce nffteted me „» H'lt t«iTl of Kn^fi 
I Mas a Pin, lent m Oxford at that hme n^ couijWg 
(latex there M Si, no douhl nhatover that 1, nho luH mr 
pnrclwm m nhhornmee, and nhou all things ndmiml my 
him her for !.is conduct, might hate rescued him at this 

f'^t-nnato 

Imrans'* ^n'" "liJ'di aMnUcd 

him I Ins ,8 felt Renimllj to the mod dt«iru<tp,n» lbn« 

rr^n when nccnknl hnngij tno 

nmlrlT'^ f'T re union, luloalmott touehlng 

nojghbourhoml, im<l then m a mwnenf after, hi the (hff.i^ 

I me Mil To. ( 'n"' "*"**“ *" »n 

Si 1 ^ «’‘coni-emus of ihetr hiuf 

nc^hboi.rhoo.1. lurlmps for mer In the pn^tnl ca- Im;!! 

awl ’,!! Mhethcr tin, uncimesom rencounter 

iscape froiii'^Uie'mrlT he had cflectcfl hi, ^ 

ing puly of the Enelisli -!! lir joined the stoiiii 

forlunatdy to f.nT f Inpiwnd 

S« IW forlW I’oi'lriin , and 

hoard hjs own shin mIupIi rolher ns a Jnid.lnpnnn on 

S»n .bp-X SS™ t ' J ‘"“h » "‘J- 

pnalc kind ■» >ii.« .i ’ ments of the most ajipro- 
passed mto’tlic roial Tlis tmrn 

i«c shifted «« 

-for liiB lcXi\ T? M f«' f«o «f<on 

often these accoundiRt ^ delighting in change — so 
‘Og} I have read a mst heap of ceil, f, calc, loucli- 
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ing for Pjiik’s qualifications as a sailor, in tlie highest terms, 
and from cciewl of the most distinguished officers in the 
scmto Early in his caiwr ns a imdslupman, he suftercd a 
mortifying interruption of the netne life winch had long 
since become essential to Ins comfort He had contrived to 
get apptnuleil on hoard a firc-ship, the Prometheus (chiefly 
lYith a wish to enlarge Ins eviiencnce bj this vaiiety of naval 
warfnie), at the time of the last Copcnlingen expedition, and 
he obtained his w ish , for the Prometheus had a very 
dislingtti'shed stilion assigned her on the great night of 
bomhardment , and from her decks, I heheve, was made 
nhnost the first cifcctual trial of the Congrci e rockets Soon 
after the Danish capital had fallen, and wlnlst the Pro- 
metheus was still cruising m the Baltic, Pmk, in company 
with the purser of his ship, landed on the coast of Jutland, 
for the purpose of a mornings sporting It seems strange 
that this should have been allowed upon a hostile shore; 
and, porliapc, it was not allowed, but might baie been a 
thoughtless almso of some othci mission shorewards So it 
was, unfortunately, and one at least of the two sailors had 
reason to mo the sporting of that day for eighteen long 
months of captivity Tlioy w cro perfectly unacquainted w ith 
the localitic", hut conceived themselves able at any time to 
make good their retreat to the boat, by means of fleet beds, 
and amis sufficient to deal with any opposition of the sort 
they apprehended Veiituiuig, however, too far into the 
coimtrj, they hecaino suddcnlj aware of certain sentinels, 
posted evpiessly for the benefit of chance English visitors. 
Tlio.se men did not pursue, hut they did worse, for they fired 
signal shots , and, by the time our two Uioughtlcss Jack-tars 
had reached the shore, tlicy saw a detachment of Danish 
cavalry hotting their horses pretty coolly down in a direction 
for the boat. Fediiig confident of their powei to keep ahead 
of the pursuit, the sailor's amused themsdves w ith larious 
sallies of nautical wit, and Pink, in paiticular, was just 
telhng them to present his dutiful respects to the Crowm 
Prmco, and assure him that, hut for this luhheily interruption, 
he trusted to ha\c inqiroied his loyal dinner by a biaco of 
birds, when — oli, sight of blank confusion ' — all at once they 
became aw’aro that between themsch es and their boat lay a 



AUIOBIOGHAI’IIT 


31 i 

perfect network of d<Hp ttan'i*) Ink'*, ruiwr.njJ 

both lime nnd lotil l{nt»ule*li,'e to Hunivul ni'^lurf'r U.t 
npoit a cour c wliieli cuntdwl him to U.o , brtt T 
am not iiinfc ^\htllnr he nko waa not lAjitnrt-d S*ty<t Ihut: 
i«M at all ertnU j nnd, Ihrotigh Ee\(.'itC''U or t Jt;hlcy|i nonlhs, 
bcwmktl this boi iili impriukitce At the ciul of that time 
there was an cxclnujjo of jir* hk r«^ ami he v as fti? .lu ‘trVJn^ i 
on board aanous and sjiUndid fii'Tilei* Wjkjr^ in JtttHud 
was the Hat of his Dinu-h captnitj , and Mu'll wa^ taC 
nmiiihknc-s of the Danidi charackr, that, isrrpt for tls^lers 
of his tune to one who was n«j>irin 2 : to disUttctWin at'd pro* 
fcHiioinl honour, none of the prisoners who wtw on ]nwle 
could hate hml niiiLh rtvtm for conijilaiut The itretl mohj 
cxciwahk irnt.ilid with Kn,'Hnd at that tune ^for, without 
cnteriiij; on the <juC'tiou of nj;ht, or of cxp^slieare, as 
rcgaiakd that w ir, it is nulonmis that such ai^muent* ns vro ^ 
had for our unanimunrcd ho-’liUtiui «ould not Iv jdcadeil 
opcnlj lij the Engh'-h C'lhinct, for kar of comjuonu'iitg our 
put ate friend and iiifunii.tttt, the King of Sweden)-— the 
inoh, thei'tfore, wire lough in their tml incut of tlio Ents‘h 
priaoucra , at nighh the.\ would pelt them with rtoncs j and 
hero and theio pome honest burgher, who might have sulfcwd 
gricaouslj m his pr<)jHrt\,or m the jicr-on of his rn'm-^t 
fnciuls, hj the mm iiilliet«.d upon the Danish conuncriial 
shipping, or by the dre vdful Iiaaoe made in Zetland, a\ould 
show fcomething of the ''ame bitter sjunl, But the great 
body of the ndicr and moi'o educated inhabitants showed the 
most lio-<pitiblo alieMitioii to all who justified that soit e>f 
notice bj their eomliicL, And their remeinhranTO of thC’*<3 
English fiieiidships was not fiigitiic , for, through long jajara 
after ui} brother’s death, I iwcd to tcccnc lellerp,)Wntleu an 
the Danish (a language w Inch I liad ntUiined in the course of 
my studies, and which I h«o since cndcaaourcd to turn to 
account in a public journal for some useful 3 iurj'o='C 3 of 
research), from young men as well as women in Jutland, 
letters couched m the most fncndlj“''tenu=s," and rcc,ill- 
ing to Ins remeinbranco sccuc? and ineideiits wliioh Hifli- 
cieiitly proved the terms of fralcrnal affection upon winch 
ho had hv cd amongst these public enemies , amt some 
of them I have pioscived to this day, as 'memorials ' 
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that do honour, on different considerations, lo both parties 
nhW 

^ For thi'? little p-srcntlielica! rcrorJ of mj brotlicr s early history, 
the esjicl chrorolegj of the sever il iteliis in the case maj jiossibly ho 
non irrecovcnhle , bus any error must bo of tin ml imjiorlauce His 
tno petl<^tfjan jouraejs^betueen Lomlon and Lucrpool occuned, I 
litisaio, in Iho aamo >cnr — vii , after the dc.itli oftho friendly captain, 
and danns the la^t ainl of hia <liip lo Fngland The capture of Pink 
h\ the pualcs look plrcc after the ship’s return to the Pacific. 
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rju-Mwont: I'amtood' 

j "•.}••' — ' — j 

My last two chajitoM, ^erJ sltri'lcrl) cArinccl(>l wjOj Bir- 
iiuughain, are jct inmle lo n a ont of it, the oae oat af 
Bimunglmm’a own n.latiou to the (ojec cWifcraNl (viz, 
Iraulltiiff), anil the oilier (vir, Iftt /jK*'/i<>r) oat of iti reh- 
lion to all possible tiinca in nij earlier life anil, llieiisfore, 
why not to all pon.-iblo place-* vlnyirAerr uiti*1«'’i-<l, 
chapter wiis parliallj ont of its plare , na well then to juIto* 
•luce It in liirntiiighnin as cls^whirc Soinrwhut wl«tr*vr> 
episodes, therefore, .nx those two last chapter-, jel still ea 
chimblc ns oceurnii}' in a work confesseiU) roi-ihling, lutd 
whoso \crj, dulj lies in the pkaaant piths of \agraiicj 
Prelcmliiig only to nimisc my jvailor, or pn.len>litig ehwfty 
io that, liowcitr iiukIi I maj have Bought, ops/*e/i to 
interest lnm occnsionallj through hiB profoumler aPcctions 1 
enjoj a pnvilego of neglecting liarshoi logic, niiil connecLiug 
the separate sections of these bkclches «ot hj ropc-i aa*l 
cahlcs, but b) threads of aerial goBsaniei \ 

This pre-,ent chajiter, it mnj seem, promises soniclhfpg 
of the same episodical oi ]iarcn(hcfic character Uitl la 
reality it does not. I am now retumiug into tho main ' 
current of my narraliie, although I maj need to linger for 
a moment upon a past anecdote. I Imio meitlioncd already 
that, on inquiiing at the Birmingham Po'sl-officc for a letter 

Do Qninccy liorc rcicrls to Ins lUtobioinwplHc Tiapcf 

for Angnst "ISSt , and tho present chipter is n reenst of * 
portion of tliat piper, with additions — JI. 
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addressed to mjself, I found one directing me to join my 
sister Mary at Laxton, a seat of Lord Cailiery’s m North- 
amptonshire, and giving me to understand, that, dunng my 
residence at this place, ‘some fixed resolution would be taken 
and announced to me in regard to the future disposal of 
ray time, during the two or three years before I should be 
old enough on the English system for matriculating at 
Oxford or Canibndge^ In the poor countries of Europe, 
where they cannot oflord double sets of scholastic establish- 
ments, — haling, therefore, no splendid schools, such as are, 
in fact, pecuhar to England, — tlicy are compelled to throw 
the duties of such schools upon their universities , and con- 
segnently you see boys of tliirteen and fourteen, or even 
younger, crowding such institutions, wduch, in fact, they 
min for all higher functions But England, whose regal 
eslabli<dinieiits of both classes emancipate her fiom this 
dependency, sends her young men to college not until 
they have ceased to be boys — not earlier, therefore, than 
eighteen 

But when, by what test, by wha f^ndication, does man- 
h ood commence 1 Physically “By^ne critenon, legally by 
another, morally by a third, intellectually by a fourth — and 
all indefraite Equator, absolute equator, there is none 
Between the two spheres of youth and age, perfect and 
imperfect manhood, as in all analogous cases, there is no 
stnet line of bisection The change is a large process, ac- 
complished within a large and corresponding space , having, 
perhaps, some central or equatonal line, but lying, like that 
of onr earth, between certain tiopics, oi limits widely 
separated This' tnieriropical region may, and generally 
does, cover a nnmher of years , and, therefore, it is hard to 
say, even for an assigned case, by any tolerable approxima- 
tion, at what precise era it would be reasonable to describe 
the individual as having ceased to be a hoy, and as having 
attained bis inauguration as a man Physically, we know 
that there is a very laige latitude of differences, in the periods 
of human maturity, not merely between individual and 
individual, but also between nation and nation , differences 
so great, •that, in some southern regions of Asia, we bear of 
> See ante, p 268 — AL 
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nnlrc>n't tvl tliO njr ct li lit.' » <"' Mr 

xL'litly 7 nM {*, n'jwitiTHC »f ru V.! IniU 

«i»oii'Uic. ful’s, C’lonjli Tfnn »« n iWsi ‘*3 

I’ntatc lilt cun . t-jf Oic i>li. j’.fl-'. t'> 3i 

anil, poxhaps ^>f tlii* pliiltv.'ij'lur, t<> fij W!'-*’* 
Ijf'l’all} ami ifoUltvvH' , t‘nt cnJUi ntu/ » illy, ili'f sliffi ii i.«« 
ixti. oven itej on a to uivin-in of nati <i 'Uil > .Uf. !>’ 
KngHnd vvi. ‘ <Ji >n*t<>ri «<r imts niul .* ''li'niy, JJVi' 
iveitapujn" nnni t*r, tin- ‘3“ m'’ - <!> P'l’i'', 

and tlte mu- 1 ln^ pon die nf ft ^n a,'* whivh, S’l 

mam Ktli am i.nl ind ntoVui, vaidd op?X'dcd 

.lis n gn’ind uf ali ilnu rlnH ngo to U >' «• tnlid dt f >r TKuti 
llie nnanc l InUllictoallj ‘p ikiii, ae'dii, i aff' IsTf-’’ 
projKiTlion of non i i r att an rntnnt* Xr<x«.'s;i. i“ tlwif 
final dc'tinj , and nianhiol, in llii-> n pHl, i- t'.’n ft 
purs id a 1 inalU, at i ,*mla tin iitftT'*! «1* velopmt'nj — 1>Y 
wliieli 1 mean tin, wlmlt «\ tmi niid i n»< nj of tlulr la\«, 
and Inlrotl, of llnr ndimnliont and iaint<*n]<{ , tlm Ifttal 
organwatuiu of llitir pUi nu and lln ir j’ra’r—'Jn'Tdly Ri’J 
of fiwf-p'c It t\ir nttuu nnnliool U nontd liC; tmpl 
«{iplur to ta\ tnat intilln.t’t of I'lc htn^f' * nrkr "RiW, 0* 
could l>e, ill \ l<>j<d fulh, niiliOHt a rom-'j'O'idinj' dfvdop ' 
mcnl of tin. nhok nature I'lit of ‘udi inlilli t* liutcs do 
not appear aLovo two or tlirec in a lliou'vind icat> 1* m a 
fict, fnici-d iipiiii Ola 1>\ the nlioU rsjK*apnce<f life, *liat 
nlnifist all nan art. < liildan, niou* or li ' in tie i” tort '« and 
adnnrati'iU' l\ ire it mu fur ninn’*! liti nt tcnderri't— oirre 
it not for tint iiiii*m-ii ilde grmdnir aihalt lAifta bv vnv 
of gem and uliinni, pir ib.lilj in liip natun\ h.dcUn tliorgli 
it IS, and often nil luit < Ifaetd — lnn\ unlimlfc’ tionld Tin tl>r 
contempt amoiifM all ti,c ai.Pt* for Ins tpeen ^ , anlinisaii- 
tliropj- would, but for llic ,ineuli& idial buried and imbwited 
in man’s sordid race, lierome, .nnonEr>l llie ludib', fixed, abso- 
lute, and ddibinlelj cluiidad 

^ "The haur/hUe (” — \Vliicli, Povoe-, ii lerr ilMil’fjl. Pncl 
ccrtainU, wa» the popular liupri'>«ioti» Gut |v.op*e rl>o bacw Mr 
Pi*t mtiroatolj have alwns aocrihrd to hin* i ii Auix t'lC itto«l 
aimalile anil social, umlcr tn unforlonati. rc iryc of n iiiuer , whii't, 
on the conlrarj, Mr I ox, ultra-democratic m Ins jirlncipte aril frank 
in his '■dilre-'S, was repulsiaclr anstocra^u, in Ids tepipcr nud 
sympathies 
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Bvit, to lesumc my q[iicstion, how, under so variable a 
standaid, both natural and com cntional, of craything 
almost that can be, received for a test or a presumption of 
manhood, shall we scire upon any charactenstic feature, 
sufficiently universal to' serve a pracltcal use, as a cnteiion 
of the transition from the childish mind to the dignity (rela- 
tive dignity, at least) of that mind uhich belongs to con- 
scious maturity ? One such cntenon, and one only, as I 
believe, thcie is — all othcis are vanable and uncertain. It 
lieS-in the reveiential feeling, sometimes suddenly deve- 
loped, towards voman, and the idea of uoman From that 
moment when women cease to be regarded with carelessness, 
and when the ideal of womanhood, in its total pomp of 
loveliness and puritj”, damis like some v ast aurora upon 
the mind, boyhood has ended , childish thoughts and 
inchnations have passed away for ever , and the gravity 
of manhood, with the self-iespetting views of manhood, have 
. commenced 

“ Mentcmque pnorcm 

Expulit, atquo honnnom toto sibi codore jussit 

Peptore ” — Lucan 

These feelings, no doubt, depend foi their development in 
part upon physical causes , but they aie also delci mined by 
the many retarding or acceleiating forces enveloped in 
ciicumstances of position, and sometimes in pure accident. 
For myself, I remember most distinctly the very daj — the 
scene, and its accidents — when that mystenous anc fell 
upon me which belongs to woman in her ideal poitiait and 
from that hour a profoundei gravity coloured all my 
thoughts, and a “ beauty still more beauteous " was lit up 
for me in tbis agilalmg world Lord Wcstpoit and mjself 
bad been on a visit to a noble family about liftj miles from 
Dublin , and vve were returning from Tullamore bv a public 
passage-boat on llio splendid canal vvhicb connocUs that 
place with the nietroiiolis To avoid attracting an unpleasant 
attention to ourselves in iniblic situations, I ohsened a rule 
of never addrc'^sing Lord Westport by his title but it so 
happened that the canal earned ns along the margin of an 
estate belonging to tbe Earl (now hfanjius) of Westmeath ; 
and on turning an angle we came suddenly in view of this 
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iioBlcinaii tn’king 1 h“ moruinc loiu.jjC’ in i>u >nn SotiKs 
wlnt lofulj lie Ti-connottrcil tin. HiiJn-rin' jurt; »>f cltfm 
iMwl unclean lieact's crov dtJ nn tin' dccl nf onr nrl*. wnr-’l^e^ 
mnong=it the nnmbrr, vrliom Im clnlh tigc*! an romtg 
neqo'imtftncco from l)n1ilin , nml iitj fiii'nl lu' filutisl inora 
linn onct ns *‘Mv liord '* 'Ilin nm«leut «n<le hnmm l* the 
n'-cmhleil moli of onr fLllow-ln\i‘ntfa Inrd Wtth, 

nnd Icfl to a t'ionc rillur too hro '<lly cx]iO'ing lln tjiinlnf/ 
tins world Herded tngalnr on the ikcJ» (or roaf of tint 
den dcnumtimUd tlic tahtn**) e{i«rvl n invlj of ymijig 
ladjas, headed hy their goiinieM fjj the tilun luloo’ rri* 
innninm, who a? h-ul not eonde', 'ended to illiiTnimtc onr 
circle, for «lic wns uu an fill |w‘ronngc — a wit, n Wm ■■t'Hskrng 
(I cnll her hv the name the n rnrrvntS and n le'der of ton 
in Duldm nn<l Belfast. The fiet, however, tlul ft yonng 
lonl, and one of great tijiertntion', was mi hn light 

her up A rhoit cnisi - oxiiminatKin of fioril IVcslport's 
Prcnclt aalot had confiniifd the fly mg rvport,aml at Uie 
same time(l suppose) pullicr in jio«'».ssion of jn\ defect maU 
those ndaantapca of title, fortune, and es:i>cctstio'i which 
so hnlliantl} distinguished mj fntnd Her adminlaon of 
luin, and her contempt for mjrdf, were ct)n‘dly ttndjsgin'sfd 
And in the ring which she (v«»ii ileared out for nahlic ov 
Inbtlion, she in.wlc us both fiilh rtnuhlcof tht'aciy cguiUhle 
stations wlmh she a«sn;ned to \iR lu her regard She was 
neither \en IniUiaiit nor altogitlur n pn'ttnder, hnt niighl 
he described ns a show} woman, of slight but jinjnilar accom 
plishiiicntn An} woman, howeMi, has the. advantage of 
pos-scssing the car of am ioinj*any' and a woman of Jortj, 
with pucli tart and oepi nonce a® she will naturally’ lift' e 
pthered in a talking pmcticc of such duration, lan find 
little diHicult} in niortif}ang a boa, or sometimes, perhai>.S| 
ui tempting him to unfortunate sallies of irritation, SlCj it 
was clear, that she Mowed in the light of a humble fritml, 
or what is known in fashion ible life b} the hiinnliating 
name of a “toad cater” iKird 'Westport, full of generosity 
in pittl regarded 5 hiB own pretensions, and who never had - 
violated the perfebt equality wlncli reigned m our dopott- 
ment to each otliqr, coloured with as much confusion os 
m}seu at her coarse insinuations. And, in reality, our" 
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Ages aHotksI of lliat relation wliich slic Bupposed to 

* si't l-v'tween IV'-Udv, plio <lul uot suppose it ; but it ia 
esH.i«rd to tbo \nt lUtd tbo dv^iplny of soiue pcqde that it 
stm Ud hViH a foundation m malice. A %ichm and a sacrifice 
are indi’sj'csi’^.iMe eotidilion*! m c\wv exhibition. In such o 
case, my ii.iliinil nnse of justice Mould generally lm\c mined 
me a liundredrobl foT rctidiuiion; but .at prc'scnt — cliielly, 
ptuhaps iHvmi'-c I had no efleclnal iilh,and could count 
uiwin*' tympaihy in inj midiuiice — I wa« niorlificd hejond 
(lie jam cl’ of m*ori, and bucame a pm^'-nc bull to the lady’s 
t•tin^^ng etaitnmil}, .aid the arrowy alect of her gay rhutona 
The nur'ivi lMniul« of oitr deck m.ido it not easy to get 
U'vond bilking niigc ; an>I tlmn it happened llmt for two 
honta J stood the wmst of this bright ladj’s feud At length 
the tables tuincd Two ladies apjieared slowh nsccnduig 
fioin the cabin, both in dcejicst inoiinmig, but else ns dif> 
finut in rspect as summer ami winter The elder was the 
Onuitcsj of triol, then inounimg an aflhction which had 
hid her life de'olato, ami admitted of no human consola- 
Ijon, Ilelivnir grief — grief more tclf-occiipicd and deaf to 
all aoiro of sjmpitliv-- 1 lia\c not happened to witness, 
{'ho seemed Ecatcoly awnro of our presence, except it were 
by placing hcn-elf «s far ics was possible from the nniiojauce 
of oui odious conMircnliou The cu'cuiustanccs of her loss 
me now foigotlen ; at that time they wcic known to n largo 
ciicic in Bath and London, and 1 Molato no cunfidcucc iii 
reviewing them Loixl Errol had been privately intiusted 
by Sir Pill with au official secret — vir the outline and prin- 
cipal details of a foreign expedition , in which, nccoi'ding to 
Mr. Pitt’s tinguinl purpose, lus lordship was to have held a 
higii comiiiaud In a moment of intoxication, the call con- 
fided this secret to some false fiiend, who published the 
comimniication and its author Upon this, the unhappy 
nobleman, under too keen a pcnso of wounded honour, and 
pcihnps With an exaggerated notion of the evils attached to 
ins indiscrclipn, destroyed lunisclk Months had passed since 
tliat calamity, when we met Ins widow', hut time appealed 
to have done nothing in imtigatinghcr sorrow. The younger 
lady, on the other hand, who was Lady Errol’s sister ^ 

* George Uaj, Idtli Earl of Enol, had inamed, m 1706, Elizabcth- 
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Ilcwcns I wlmt a fpinl of joy ani fcifnl j-v^irW 

from lie»- eyt^, lu r pti p, liw %oin*, licr Sh^ was 

In*-!!, and llm \ery imj'cr onnUon of inuo-iid tM'etj, paidi 
as ve tijid oftcjier, jiettnps, nmonf*“t In^li ^u.muj 
tliosc of aa\ olUor coaiilry. Mournme, 1 ln\o ‘^Md, sue 
Moie ; from f'lfcU’rU ton‘it<Untion, I’lO tKf)''*'?* so<a wntj; * ' 
tliat sole cxiirv-"i‘in tlarw was ab)ul Iwr of vt 

solemn feelini; — 

“ l.ni all c’‘r alrtnt l»<'r dr^rii 

I row Mn% time rn«l Ui" fJ ccr?!!! «Hvvn ” 

Odiovis blmslocking' of Iklfast and Dublin • ss Pimp would 

Jetiima, «laii;,hlc' of Jo* pli lU-\V.e, H j of A''‘''fr}, (‘o 
niid died in Juno 170**, tli« lUlo tf cn paint; 5 ' ItK ‘r Willuta 

It WAS Uio jouiif* anJnu of Uio nr I Wr '>b<or. Ml*' 

Ukl>e, tint Do Qo nr< a cin iunl<.'-i‘l en Uw r-ital.T»' 5 at ’> tw'vu 1 Jlla» 
jnort and Dutdiii -M 

* 1 Inau sonit'lm la Imd occa.* on to iv'nMt., si t no*s • al'^o v'lfo 
mcnon of our pn t nt tlwi a, tlial th" cnlrr of h l>i •• wU<al 
tUtcfmgt, l>\ waa of rejiroich, baa Ihhouio rtllret amotir't u* 
wterpt onlj hero and tln.ro, ujlb i.up'anntiatod abnpm to nl wdota 
Tcincmbrancvs Tlio rc4‘ou of tbl» cJinnro ia ii»ftre.,Ui 75 « td I do 
not Kruplc fo cal! it bonourabte to our InlcUrctuat pro n >■*. Ill tl r 
last (but still won) in tlie p nultitniitc) gcrcnlloa, an) t ti' luro of 
literature, of llb< ral cunoMlj about '■ it nee, or of rnnobllin; 

In books, earned > itb It an air of “tnnitbir^ un»rxii il. r M.ri>b, and 
(ns It n as treated b> the sautpbanliab satirlaU Ibat for cv*rbuni<Uir 
tbt provailing foil) ) of sometbin(, ludicrous Tins moJft rf trestwt'it 
vrns possible so long ns tlic literat) cla's of ladies foniwd a feeble 
inmoriti But now, wbtn two aasl jKOpbs, Ei-Ji-Ji and Aniuiiau, 
coutiling between thun forts -nine mllboiia, avbcn tbc bndera of tmu 
serndent cinlisation (to saj imtbmg of Gcmian) nud Frarcet, Wiold 
Ibcir entire educated class, male and fcwalo alike, callln;; o«' not fo" 
Panem et CTircenscs (Giro us tins daj oiir dall) bixad and biir g lift* < 
of tbo circus), but for Panem et Ltteras (Give us tills da\ our dadjr 
bread and lUtralun), tbe iimiersalit) of tbo call 1ms swept nwav tbo 
\cry name of lltue^toehni , tin. icrj jmsslbilUy of tbcTidlcilc has 
been undermined bj stem realities , and tboierbal txpfLss.on of the 
veproacb is fast becoming not simply obsokte, but cion immtilligiblc 
to our juniors Bj tbo wnj, the ongm of tins term ijfuwftJfbt 115 lies 
never been saiisfactoril) accounted for,' unless tbo rciidtr sbnuld 
inclino to tbink my account snlisfactorj. I incline to that ojniilon 
inastlf Dr Bissot (m bis Info of Burke) tnm it Idly to n sofinjuef 
imposed b) Mrs Montagu, and tbo lilcrary Indies of ber circle, upon 
® ®®rkin obscure Dr Slillingflcct, wbo was tbc sole nn»cnlHic assistant 
at their literary sittings in Portrnan Square, and chose, upon sotno 
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c.'ill jouj how I hated jou uji to lliat.inotncnt < Imlf-an-honi 
aft\-r, how gnlcful I felt for the hostility Minch had procured 
me such an alhaucc. One immile sufiiccd to put the quick- 
wit'ed yMiU}? Inbhuoman in possesion of our little drama, 

iotrpll!::ahle cm:r, to wuir Uno stockings The translation, hoivoier, 
of till* lU'iiQ from the clootor’a legs to the ladies* legs is still unsolved 
That great htaXtts^ needs Itlhng up I, therefore, Mlielhcr erroneously 
<r rot, la rcrlewing a Gennan histdric.iI work of some pretensions, 
Mkcre this p”ol)lcm cinorges, rcgicted tho Portman Square doctor 
aUog4:*licr, and traced this term to an old Oxford staluto — one of tho 
Many ultti'h nifddlo with dres-s, and which charges it ns a point of 
cor^cieBM ujton loyal scholaslio studeuta that they shall wear comlcan 
evki Such socLi, therefore, >odicat«.d scholasticism worn by 
fom'iles, they would indicate a sclf>dcdieat!on to what for them wonld 
be regarded as pedanlvo sludus But, says an objector, no rational 
female voiiM wear cerulean socks Perhaps not, female tasto being 
too good. Bat, as <mch socks would symboliso such a profession of 
pedanliy, so, jnicrbcly’, any profession of pedantry, by \vlmtc\cr signs 
expressed, would be symbolised reproachfully by the Imputation of 
wcsrirg ocrulcan socks It classed a woman in clTcct ns a scholastic 
ywlant. Kow, however, when thn vast diffusion of lilcraturo ns a 
aorl of daily bread has made all ridicule of fcraalo literary culture 
not less Hdicnlous than would be tho attempt to ndlculo that same 
daily bread, tho wliolo phenomenon, thing and word, substance and 
sladow, Is melting away from amongst ns Something of tlio same 
kind k.as happeii'-d in tho history of silver forks Porks of any kind, 
as IS well known, wero first Introduced into Italy thcnco by a 
fiintastic (but lu this instance judicious) Bnglish traveller vnmedtaiely 
(and not m*ftoWv ihnvgh France) wore introduced into England 
Tills elegant rovolntioa occurred about 210 years ago and never 
stn''e that day have Ihoro been wanting English protesters against tho 
infamy of eatuig a itbout forks , and foi Uio lost ICO y cars, at least, 
against Ine paganism of using iferf forks, or, 2dly, two pronged forks, 
or Sdty , of putting the knife into the inoutli. At least 120 years ago, 
the Duchess of Queensborry (Gay’s Duclicss), that leonine woman, 
used to shnek out, on seeing a hyperborean squire convoying peas to 
hi5 abominable mouth on tho point of a knife, “ Oh, stop him, stop 
him I — that man’s going to commit siucidc " This anccdoto argues 
silver forks as cxuting inuclt more than a century back, else tlie 
squire had a good defence. Eiuco then, in fact, about the time of the 
French Itevolution, silver forks have been recognised ns not less in- 
dispensable appendages to any elegant dinner table than silver spoons 
and, along with silver forks, camo in tho explosion of that nnti- 
Queensberry brutahsra wliich folks first superseded — ^viz., tho fiendish 
practice of uitrodncing the knife within the lips But, in defiance of 
all llicse facts, certain select hacks of the daily press, who never had 
an opportunity' of seeing a ciriliswl dinner, and fancying that their 
ov/n obscene modes of folding prevailed everywhere, got up the name 
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™der-taJ to ''^ «» fl.e 
nature. Lii-c fepcn.er j x> » ..ufTi'r'nR nroii? 

conclicd Tier l&ncf oii tlio «f 

eii\e Jii’r Eomc ndiant i,. for b ^ ^ to 

“Mrz '“o?i:.rn* r;r ^ »o «.-o, «.r 

alities ntre M to aa^KH-nt, 

and that la a subject nlucli, ^a ntt MU^ n 

mg? Toummud of^irrd-, t^lncb' f jjt 

?ir.:d.U Wt <0 a kootou. a.,d ■•;«g'';‘ f » 1 

tbrciv out, as fnnn a cornneopia, mj dlustr. ive tiai . 

rt-colltLlions , trivul ctiongli, perbaps ai I inJ«i ^ j 

but tbc ino^e intai.^.ble to im 

seem loo inucb tbc cve of a storm m a sJ l > t.j,«vc<l. 
to spend nn> nords upon U>e tetoUituu t , w 

Sulbcc It that 1 remained tbc ban of that foniia - ' 
badprcMousl) been most insultmjib at « y \ 

and the mtcllulnal ladj fmalh dLdnrv4 tbu mr of tbc dceK 

'"'^Kcicr, until tins hour, bad 1 tbougbt of O'flinen ftS 

of a po^^iblc int. ie,t, or of a xeaciuitml loae 1 b td WO vn 

Ibem citbcr in tbeir inanintKS and tbeir 

or else in those sterner relations wbicb made tlmn J' , 

nngcnial and uncompamoinble fccbnjjs Kow ti^t it stracK 

of iho Stiver fori School (whiOi should 

ilccencj) as rcprcicntmg soiao ideal school of of «lvcr haic 

meat ' At length. ho«eicr.»hcn cheap 

made the decent four pronged fork Reaper than L ® of 

harhansm, uhat has followed’ NMii, thts-that ^1 « «al«^lO 
the diffusion has made it hopeless nnv IwigeT to ^t.d 

therefore, this strict nnalogj iH-twcen ‘’tho sUscrfo k 
“thohlucstocking" reproach— that In Iwth cas&. a' J'" * * 

graduallj hccomlng unncrsal, of tho thing . it— upon 

has put doim for ever nU attempts to throu “rtamimt : 

literature, m the ono case, ns a most nppmpnato fema 
and upon snsor forks, on tho other, ns an element of social de< omi" 

^ llio hcrcditar j offico of the Earls of Errol 
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t('c ti*3t Kfr viss;t'’ JinK it“ .'lUPi-tum® all its graces 
i s‘ uOmi* G'-'ni'c. Jjeilnps, s.itb too earnest 

ST* ftlMitalict) a*, this gm’on'* ami young daughter 

Ireland, nnd i?t wav wshtng lur thc^s achnowlcdg- 
i,!'"' U fv’r i.er r whwh I enultl n.»L pnji)erly clothe m 

r^-fiK I ’«%" *o a frn>-c of in\ nulfwrttin by eocing 

r’vhhnh llirh. I belicte that Miss Itl— — interpreted 
'ny -ilsnir ts^n ts^lillv, for phe wv* nut ofTcndcd ; hut, on 
the <; '-tTurv, iop 0 c n '1 of the dnv, when not attending to 
her S’*'*.!?, rinv^r-id rlnux'i exci«‘*ucl\, and in a confulenlial 
^ with Wi-^tpirt and ms 'elf Iho whole, m fact, 
of till'’ e 'tivi r\'5{'«u jmi'-l lnv< eons iiicoil her that I, mere 
U- V ?»«. 1 ■«rv»- (\ r , ahuit rifttt'ii\ r mild not 1ms e presumed 
1*1 direct iiiv ndminit.on to Jwr, a fine joung woman of 
tssnit**, III any othir eharacter than that of a generous 
clsamteori, as'd a Virs adroit mi'-tie's m the darrlnig fence of 
eo'h>}wi'tl ildrpu^-h. My admiration had, m rcalitj, been 
a ldre< * 4 to her innral rjuahtiK:, h» r enthusiasm, her spirit, 
at d ht” gi ncrc'itv. Vtt tint hlvsh, evanescent ns it ss as — 
Om mere j>s -ihility that I, so sets a child, shoiihl have 
rnlkd up the nio’t tmisumy reiife of hnshfulness or confusion 
uiK,Ti 043 f<.in“.lc che\h, fir-t — and suddenly ns with a flash 
cf IsghliiJng pcnetnting soino utter darhiiess — ilhuninntcd 
to mj os’ll ptarllcil i vnsciosf'Ucss. nos cr again to he obscured, 
{lie pure and powerful ideal of womanhood and svomanlj 
excilleiicc Tins was, in a proper scn'c, a rcielntion, it 
lived ft great era of change in mj life , and, this ncw*-honi 
jehm being ngreeahle to the tunform tendencies of mj own 
»aftm‘-<~t}iat is, lofts- and a'pinng — it governed nn life with 
pr^-al power, and with mo«t saUitarj effects Kscr after, 
thrwiighont the period of youth, I was jealous of mj- own 
tlcmcfttiour, re-erved ard nwcptmck m the prc'cnco of women , 
Ts'Vcrencuig, often, not fo much them, as my own ideal of 
woman latent in them For I carried about with me the 
idea, t » which often J pcemed to see an approximation, of 

A I'erfi et svoninn, nobly plnnnM, 

To warn, to comfort, to comtnnniL” 

And from this day I sva« an altcicd cieaturc, never ogam 
relapsing tnlo the careless, irrctlechs’c mind of childhood 
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At Uio timo I «lo n‘>t tny 1iotn»s?ft to 

(lie otlitv fict, ajul i« {^loiifjmp, U"! isiwef o\('r ours, 

1o 1)0 confoHJulctl wllj tlioiiglulc'^ ftnrl tnvml rh{to~- 
rici'iiis who flatlor A\oman with n M®** Iip*wrsl»i)>, 

Ithc Ijord Byron’s 1»ticc'incf‘r«, hold out to thun ft jnttww 
of Ihor owTi tnipirc huiU only npon rcirntd or vjww 8ha<h»w> 
cxcclIonccB, IVc find conlmtiilU ft fih'O fftthnna^ntj ft iwfro 
hncchanalmn inrhnntion, on l>ehftlf of woman, p'.t fortli hy 
modem \ er»e w nl<js, o\jire«®l> ftt the of l1«o othtr 

FOX, a® fhnngh women could W of pnroelftui, wlnUt imn was' 
of common carJlicnwoTo E\en the tc®tlnunnc<i of licilj-atil 
and Park nre parllj fnhe (though luowhlc) trllinl**"! to femle' 
excellence , nt Ic-i®! ihej are n« rely one Puled truth’!-— apjitcSs 
of one phtisip, and nndcr a jieculinr angle Tor, though the 
Fcxcs differ chancttri«licallv, jet they never fail to rollect 
each other , nor can they differ ns to the yeneral amount «if 
development , neser yet was woman in one rtat;e of ckMhon 
and man (of the mine community) in nnothcr, Thwi, Ihetoi 
fore, danghlor of Gml and man, hll-]>ot*'nt w owian I roverence 
thy own ideal, and, in the wildcat of the homniio which is' 
paid to thee, as also in the inoel real nspecta of Ihv wide 
dominion, read no Irojdiv of idle vanity, hntftpilent ir.dicfttmn 
of the possible graiuUiir enshrined in thy nature j wludi 
realise to the extent of ihy jiowcr, ’ ^ 

V 

“ And rliow ijB hov dirino a tiling 
A woman mav become " ’ 

Por what piirjio'c have I rcptaled this etorv? The' 
reader may, peihnps, Biipposo it jiilrodiictory to rome tale of 
hopsh romantic pamion for sonic female idol clothed wifii 
imaginary perfections But m that case ho will he mvstalcciir" 
Nothing of the kind was possible to roc 1 was pre-occnpicd 
by other passions Under the disease — for disease at wa® — * 
which at that time niaslcrcd me, one solitaiy desire, one 
frenry, one demoniac fascination stronger than, the fascinations 
of calenture, brooded over mo as the moon over the tides— 
forcing mo day and night into Epccnlations upon great intcl -.. , 
l^tunl problems, many times bey ond my strength, as indeed 
often beyond all human strcngtii, but not the less provoking 
me to pursue them As a prophet in days of old had no 
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power to Tcs>*?t tho \o5co winch, from Imlilcn worlds, called 
Intn to a mission, sometimes, pci haps, rc%oltiTig to his huni.an 
miiibilities, — ns he must deliver, was under a coercion to 
deliver, the bnmhig wonl that spohe vnlhin Ins heart ; or as 
a ship on the Indian Ocean cannot seek rest by anchoring, 
hill run before the wrath of the monsoon , such in its 
fnry, such in its i]nrelentingnc&<^ was the porscenUon that 
ovennastcred me. School tasks under these circumstances, 
it may w cU bo supposed, Iiad bceonic a torment to me Per 
a long t.mo Ihev had lost c\en that slight power of stimula- 
tion w Inch belongs to the irritation of difficulty Easy and 
simple tbcj had now become as tlic elementary lessons of 
clnldhond Not that it is possible for Greek studies, if 
pur-ncil wjtli unnmclnng sincerity, c\er to fall so far into 
the rear as a palitslm for exercising both strciigtb and skill , 
blit, in a school where the exercises are pursued in common 
b} largo clas'iC'!, the burden must be adapted to the pow’ers 
of the wcakcpl, and not of the strongest And, apart from 
that objection, at tins peiiod, the hasty unfolding of far 
dilTorent intellectual interests than such as belong to mere 
literature had, for a time, diiinncd iii tnj ejes the lustre of 
Un'Sital studies, pursued at whatsoever depth, and on wJiat>« 
soever scale For more limn n year, eicrj thing connected 
with schools and the business of schools had been growing 
more and more hateful to mo At first, how e\ er, niy disgust 
had been merely the disgust of weariness and pride But 
now, at tins crisis (for crisis it was virtually to me), when a 
jiremature dei clopnient of my whole mind was lushing in 
like a cataract, forcing channels for itself and for the new 
tastes which it introduced, my disgust was no longer simply 
intellectual, but had deepened into a moral sense as of some 
inner dignity continually violated Once the petty round of 
school tasks had been felt ns a molestation , but now, at last, 
as a degradation Constant com crsation with grown-up men 
for the last half-year, and upon topics oftentimes of the 
graiest order — the responsibility that had always in some 
slight degree settled upon myself since I had become the 
eldest survn iiig son of my family, but of late much more so , 
when circumstauccs had thrown me as an English stranger 
upon the society of distinguished Inshmen — more, how c\ er, 
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than all hoatV, tli*' Italian, nl tcttH c<iuiit»'r*^rr?>wtl) 

of infernal ihsinifj from th« coi nncrwi tfjlli lofty 

Fpcculntions . the^a n^enc-e-* tn ccnMaiit apfration l.vl pwu 
lettered ny rchool di-^pifst, ttnlH it van travcIUns; i\’>* info a 
mama Praci'cly at this cnlinlnatmt; poijil of inv i-elf. 
conflict did that Feme occur which 1 hive dcfcril^d wth 
Sli =3 M jn tint hour another elrniml, wlneh aF^ntHlr 
itw not waniwl fell into the f-tlhing caldron of nevdiini 
impnl-15.5 tint, like the nmpr ciWron of Mo lev wor, now 
ttainfornnnp me into n non creauw Then and 
6tiddcnl.t I hrouyht iwwei-fnlly hofore mrfolf chani» 
which nai worked in the a-^pocto of locioij bv'the nrtfonce 
of woman-noman pure, thotiKhtful, nohlo, coming hefore 
“ Pandora cro.med viih porfoctior* llight mer 
fFctasle. with c^jiml mddcnr.r^, I 
in nhai n r matter 

Srcli and «mplir,ty j foolnhlv 

STowmn ^ 1 fomoltmglj Folfidi, dedicated f^tmsildv 
to learning, and jet l«)ond inj r.ct.on of Immin sii 

-the? como n, 1 , '*’* ’ I*' ^'cmed to me, 

ncarU- three \par<i”i“ ^ I <onld yet have 

?fTutm T '? flcFhV n't® 

Lixten r^^Vht'^Mimdd "it^'nL?"’' project with 

qncalion, nhich ns vet Iiirl to the 

that I had reached Nonl '-, , ond the Jaion'ledge 

decision Ob'^cureh hf^T«P would precipitate their 

and It took the vSJ norlf cf decision was liKdy to be, . 

this increased mv aStal,c?V 

asea my agitation from hour to lionr But all this 
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^vas q\iicliened and barlied by the certainly of so immediately 
meeting Lady Carbery. To her it was, and to her only, that 
I could look for any useful advice, or any effectnal aid She 
over my mother, ns in turn my mother over her, exercised 
considerable influence , 'whilst my mother’s power was veiy 
seldom disturbed by the other guardians The mistress of 
Laxton it 'was, therefore, whose opinion upon the case would 
virtually be decisive; since, if she saw no reasonable en- 
couragement to any contest with my guardians, I felt too 
surely that my own uncountenanced and unaided energies 
drooped too much for such an effort Who Lady Carbery 
w’as, I wdl explain in my next chapter, entitled Laxtmi'^ 
Meantime, to me individually, she was the one sole fnend 
that ever I could regard as entirely fiilfilhng the offices of an 
honourable fnendship She had known me from infancy 
when I was in my first year of life, she — an orphan and a 
great heiress — was in her tenth or eleventh , and, on hei 
occasional visits to “the Farm" (a rustic old house, then 
occupied by my father), I, a household pet, suffering under 
an ague, which lasted from my first jcar to my third, 
naturally fell into her hands as a sort of siipenor toy, a toy 
that could breathe and talk Every year our intimacy had 
been renewed, until lier mamage interrupted it But, after 
no very long inten al, when my mother had transferred her 
household to Bath, in tliat city we frequently met again. 
Lord Carbery lilang Bath for itself, as well as for its easy 
connection with London, whilst Lady Carbery’s health was 
supposed to benefit by the waters Her understanding was 
justly reputed a fine one , but, in general, it was calculated 
to win reqieot ratlier than love, for it was masculine and 
austere, with very little toleration for sentiment or romance 
But to myself she had always been indulgently kind , I was 
protected in her regard, beyond anybody’s power to dislodge 
me, by her childish remembrances , and of late years she had 

^ It may he well, howcier, to explain oien at tins point that 
George Evans, 4tli Baron of Carhorj, Co Cork, born in 1766, bad 
mimed in 1792 Susin, only daughter of Colonel Henry Witson, and 
that this lady was the Lidj Carbery of whom Do Qmncoy speaks. 
Though the peerage was Irish, Iiord and Lady Carbery lived chiefly in 
England -^M 
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Snb »>.A‘ «»>■“ "I”” ?'’\vrir<~^^ 

,1. I.«»tr«t ^ VaSfSmi l.Vo« Wp> 

” nlTiX. S; * «; 

tmv ton, ,„> .,«n „n« nt rtjl 'T' I 

the tnuM of Im.itu ^ ntid 
firnih .vUierx* to the of my 

Bt'mc»''5 Bhe wouM hive <lonc f' K'll it-wheh 

dcmnnltad W-^nn ■" n„, »..l. An 



■WLrC of ft cloriTHV C^'■l ■» m,. *,14* 

V.hu w no.r t. chn.<.-»lll hno^n m l'ni;Vm<l M 
or ‘■E^.v.R.Ucnl Clm^tnn.U ” Tl>e'C 
m a prctl im aBorc fMtn mv mother, vcre nitnr «, -- ^ 

«, my mother « . *o tint I couW fcim f"’"’' 
cciienl spirit, if not the mnet am'ftion, lu «hkh her <-o«« O" 
n mihl flow It IS niivmHr th.»t, until thn t’ me, I 
rogiixltd I/i<lj Carhcri niulcr niiy rektmn vrbftlever to 
intdleclii'il FocKl\ M} c^tU chiUh^l* I no\NlcApt- ^ ^ 
shut out that moflc of mi Mine her But now, *^’’*'*’‘ . * 
under the new -horn s) inpaliiies nwnhciicd hj the «ene 

Miss Bl , I hccamc aware of the diHingurliM 

was qualified to fill iii «uch fo«-»ctj In that I'-din— 
it liad now con'^ciou'^lv \>ccomc to me— 1 li'^A iitco *•' y 

cultnatc an interest or soliat an admission ; already, throug^i 
Lada Carhen’s loo flattering eHimatc of mj own jiVtlcn«io*is , 
and through old childish intmoric', 1 held the most dis-, 
tinguished place Tins E<Ion she it was that lighted up 
siuldcnl) to my new-born powers of appreciation, m al a s 
dreadful poniU of contrast \Mth the killing eocietj of Echoul* 
hojp She it avas, fitted to bo the gloiy of such an l-dcn, 
who prohahlj would assist in hannhing me for the present 
the waldemcss outside. Mv distrc.ss of mind was inexprc^ 
ible. And, in the midst of glilteniig saloon', at times ti 
in the midst of societj the nio«t fascinating, I — eontemplatang 
the idea of that gloomy academic dungeon to wiiich for tbre® 
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long years I anticipated too certainly a sentence of eiale — felt 
veiy lancli as in the middle ages must have felt some victim 
of evil destiny, inhentor of a false fleeting prosperity, that 
suddenly in a moment of tune, by signs blazing out past all 
concealment on his forehead, was detected as a leper, and 
in that character, as a public nuisance and universal horror, 
nas summoned instantly to withdraw from society, — ^pnnee 
or peasant^ was indnlg^ with no time for preparation or 
evasion, — and, from the midst of any society, the sweetest 
or the most dazzling, was driven violently to take up his 
abode anudst the sorrow-haunted chambers of a lazar-house 



on A pro xY 


iw:to\, .somiiAMnosRtiTur ' 

pj oTjoN I — I'vjU'S a'*b 


M\ route, ofur inrling from T/ora fi. , * 

lft> (.w i)erl>np-> I nieutmnta l>rfore) Ihrovch 
Lnxlon, tlie ^(>rUnmplo^^■lnrw fcU of Cirlnrj It 
Slarafor<l, ulnclj I liad rvachwlU fomc iiitoliwWooVl couli, 
such ns in Uio <!0 <1n\« too comnioiilj filui<’efl tlu' lufence 
and long suffering of Young Knghnd, I tooV n po^t to 
Lnvton The distance uns but lime miles, niid tlic psam) » 
dio\c uell , Fo tluit 1 could not rcallj Inxc ^’P'*** 

tlic road, nml jit, from gloomy niinniatton tiptuv IHC mi- 
lifippy dc«tumtuin ulucli 1 behcscdmjs-'lf nppronchmg swUnn 
three or four inontlm, ne\ cr lind I ssealhered n journcj , 
seemed to me so long and clrcarj As 1 aliglilod on ine f i"ps 
at Laxton, the first diuner-hell rang , and J stpf hurrying to 
iny toilet, uhen inj sister Man, who had met mo in the 
portico, begged me first of all to conic into Iiadj Carberj a 
dressing-room, her ladj ship having something special to com- 
municate, which related (as I understood her) to one Simon 


1 The oiilj origmnl that I hsso found for this long and verj latcr^- 
ing chapter of the Aulolnognpliy Is in n mere scrap of that jw^r 
lu Tails Mag'iztnr for August 1834 which fanitstieil the matter ot too 
last dnptcr TJio scrap consists of two inwigre psragTsplis irscrieo 
there registering n sisit to T aston as one of the inndcnls of the itrs. 
month or two of De Quincoj’s life In llngland after his rotuni from 
Ireland in the end of 1800 i The expansion of that original in Uie 
present chapter is xcmsrhahle — M. 
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** \niat Simon ? Simon Petei ?*' 0 no, 3 on irreverent boy , 
no Snnon nt all Milli an S, but Cf3mon with a C — Dryden’e 
Cvmoii — 

"J'liat wWstlcd as he neat for aanl of thought ’ ” 

Tins one iiulicatiou Mas a hey to the uholo explanation that 
followed The sole v isitora, it seemed, at that lime to Laxton, 
beside ni}'- sister and ra36clf, wcie LortI and Lady Massey.^ 
TIie3 undei^tood to be doiucsUcatcd at Laxton for a 
^cry long sta}* In rcahtj-, uiy own prnate construction 
of llic case (though unauthorircd by aiytlimg e\er hinted 
to me hv Lad3’ Carberi) was that Lonl Massey might prob- 
ablj' be under some cloud of peemuar}' embarrassments, such 
as SrUggcslcd pnidentmllv an absence fiom Ireland Mean- 
time, wliat was it that made him an object of poculiar interest 
to I«dj* Carbciy ? It was the Einguhu rciolution whicb in 
one whom all Ins friends looked upon ns sold to coustitutional 
torpor, suddcnlj’ and bejond all }iopc,bad kindled a nowand 
nobler life Occupied ongmallj' bj' no shadow of any earthly 
interest, killed by mniu, all at once Lord Massey bad fallen 
passionately in love with a fair young countrywoman, w’cll 
connected, but bnnging him no fortune (I report only from 
hcarsaj), and endow ingluin simply with the priceless blessing 
of her own womaulj’ charms, her delightful society, and her* 
sweet Insh styde of innocent gaiety No transformation, that 
ever legends or lomnnecs had reported, was more memoiable 
Lapse of time (for Lord Massey had now been married three 
or four years),® and deep seclusion from general society’, bad 
done nothing apparently to lovrer the tone of his happiness 
Tlie expression of this happiness was noiseless and unobtrusii e , 
no mai'ks were there of vulgar uxonousness — nothiug that 
could provoke the sneer of the worldhng, but not the less so 
entirely bad. the society of his young wife oieated a new 
principle of life witlim him, and evoked some nature hitherto 
elurabeiing, and w'hich, no doubt, w’ould else have continued 

^ Hugh Mnssoj, 3il Baron Massoy in tho Irish peerage, horn 
1761, had snccccded his father in tho barony m 1790, and had mamed, 
2d Mirch 1792, Margaret, joungest danghter of WiUiani Barton, Esq 
of Grove, Co Tipperary — Jf 

s Eight years See last note — M. 
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to flumVcr Ill'S tletUb, rtiit »l jnoinoiit^ vl»u» L" iiclieviA 
liim'ilf unolib- ncd im still t*ie nq^acl cf tut »mi>V'“ionc<l ' 
lo%ci' 

“JlelsMd 


A ^ mon, Md \ t\>t t\ t ft, ^ ’ 

Anbtnn fi'-tion ii"v» r Ji'lM U *i ^ 

With Inlf ttic vroiil* n tliit vc’», •w-ft , ht fo” 

Larth hrcalht 1 in ori* sorti* l**c ff vT 'hi 
Her cliiirl* r wuiilow dM »jrjis ’i in jlo"? 

Tin. jiortaU of tlic dawn “ 


Anti in no wc was it iiion. htanlly rcnlizctl, n« daily atnosl 
I mtiiesrnJ, tli »t 

•‘ AU I’ii'atM'o 

Could, 111 the timple oj* 'iitis of n tlvir, 
it/i 'f in ojmn liiM ' ’ 


For nc\Lr dnl llic tlriMiiig-rooin door o})in, ond Fudikiily 
dieclorc lilt Kautiful lii'iirt of Ijatlj Ma-'tj, tlmi a iniglily 
cloud Fctmcd to roll uMiij from tlit j oiing Irwhuian^s lirow, 
At llus Umt It Uavvvncd, and inditd \t ofun happened, that 
Lord Caibcrj Mat ahsent in Ireland It wan fohahlt^, tlife' 
fore, that during the long couple of houM through nhtch the' 
custom of tlio^e tinu-s bound u man to the ihnntr-lal'lc rflcr 
the diaipjMarance of the ladua, Ina lime wouhl hang Lcavilj 
on lua hunds. To me, thtrcforc, Lad\ Cirl'cry loohcd. 
haling fust put me in po' o«ion of tlie caa?, for'as’ii-tatico 
to her ho-,pitalit>, umler the diibcuUiu I have slntid- She 
llioroughh loved Lailj JIns'M.j, aa, indeed, nobody could help 
doing , and for /i«r wke, had there been no toparsile interest 
surrounding the joung lord, it would have been most 'pamfnl 
tohci that, through Lonl Carberj’s absence, a |M.'noiuc tedium 
should oppress her guest at that preaso reason of the day 
which traduionnllv dcthcalcd lUdf to geiual bnjoymenU 
Glad, therefore, she was that an ally had come at last to 
Tjaxton, who might arm her pmjioscs of hospitality w’lUi some 
powers of self-fulfilment And jcl, for a service of that 
nature, could she rensonnblj rdj upon inc 1 Odious is tha 
hobble-dc-hoj to the mature young mail Generally spfeaking, 
that cannot be denied But in me, though natuially the 

^ WonlsworUi’s “ Yauiiraconr ondJuba.” 
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ehjrest of hitman heings, intense commerce intli men of 
every rank, from the highest to the lowest, had availed to 
dissipate all ariears of maumtse honU, I could talk upon 
innumerable subjects , and, as the readiest means of entering 
immediately upon busmess, I was fresli from Ireland — knew 
midtitudes of those whom Lord Massey either knew or fdt 
an interest in — and, at that happy period of hfe, found it 
easy, wnth three or four glasses of wme, to call back the 
golden spirits which were now so often deserting me 
Eenovated, meantime, hy a hot bath, I was ready at the 
second summons of the dinner-bell, and descended, a new 
creature, to the drawnng-room Here I was presented to the 
noble'- lord and his wnfe Lord Massey w as m figure shortisli, 

but broad and stout, and woie an amiable expression of face. 
That I could execute Lady Carbary’s commission, I felt satis- 
fied at onCe And, accoidmgly, when the ladies had retired 
from the dming-yoom, I found an easy openmg, m vanons 
circumstances connected with the Lavton stables, for introdno- 
ing natvtrally a picturesque and contrasting sketch of the stud 
and the stables at TVestpork The stables, and everythmg 
connected with the stables, at Laxton, were magmficent , 
in fact, far out of symmetry with the house, which at that 
tune was elegant and comfortable, but not splendid As 
usual m English establishments, idl the appointments were 
complete, and earned to the same pomt of exquisite finish 
The stud of hunters was first-rate and extensive , and the 
whole scene, at closmg the stables for the night, was so 
splendidly arranged and lUummatcd that Lady Carhery 
w ould take all her visitors once or twice a week to admire it. 
On the other hand, at Westpoit you might fancy yourself 
overlooking the estabhshment of some Albanian pacha 
Crowds of irregular helpers and grooms, many of them totally 
unrecognised by Lord Altamont, some half-countenanced by 
this or that upper servant, some doubtfully tolerated, some 
not tolerated but nevertheless ^ppmg m by postern-doors 
when the enemy had withdrawn, made up a strange mob as 
regarded the human element m this estabhshment And 
Dean Browne regularly asserted that five out of six amongst 
these helpers he himself could swear to as active boys from 
Vinegar Hill, Trivial enough, meantime, in our eyes, was 
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tiny little nmtU*r of idiilhon tlio» tliet mij'lit }«!.<? ypw 
their coiiiciencc-', IJigU trii-iU tie \iilhi!t.ly- t.tttkul nt, 

, But what we oouhl mJ timk at vas {lie lie 

wlncli thcj roimiulkd agnimt ourtfiinfurl — m?., In' iovbtnfr 
our hor-es all ijuai;inahle triel *, ftui ttaiuin}! thfJA op in tha 
waj olons ivlr.cli tluj Fhouhl m*' {, 0 , s? Ih'st VrJun that vtre 
oW Ihuyvi-re ttry htlK lihiU to tlipirt frmi it, Siscli « 
FPt of ristite, har»l-m*>uilu’i1 \i n t< h>‘5 fit I/inl VuViffirt anti 
I tiailj hail to I't^lnih, no tojijjuc cohM '{hen? 

wat a co'wu of Iionl Wi-lpnrl’«, mlt- cquintlj UvatMl Iji/nl 
Oraniuoiv, tlis>li«i;«i=hul for hit Ju‘r‘'?Hian«li*p, nn>l alv'ait'fl 
‘•plemlnll) iiiniintul from hit father’s “trilAii at Ca--tlo 
M'Garri-l, to whom om t-loniij conte>l‘' wilhTVmf'i troupers 
and tiuoiiK Inhiu Middul n n^ulir ctmc'lj of fun ; and, m 
order to iinproit it, he would fometimet hril** Tyinl We-jt- 
jwit’fi trcnclunniH pnxim into luHpndnig u<, whin flo'i.nleuui! 
amongst ho},s, into the uit<riur lalniiuths of Ihiis nionit>«^ 
Deep, howeier, at the m«ra-t wn*! thii mnn’s ivinorsi' when, 
on leaMni* ^\c«tJKJrt, I gno him the hea\\ gdden pswjnttito 
which my motlur (unawnro of tin tricks he had pricti'-'t! 
upon nit) hul bj letter initnicled mt to fjiie lie w^it 0 
mcie eaiage boi from llie ctijtr. 1 l bc»g.< of Connn.ight, and. 
to tbc great amiiMmtnt of Jyjnl Wiilpt»rt, he perj-iftf"! m 
c.'illing me "lour mnjeotj " for Uit' n of tlmt day . and bj 
all other means open to him he evprOF'ul Iili jHiiikiet* 
Blit the Dean iii'i>ttJ that, no matter for his jK'nitonep in 
the matter of the bogs, lio ]jad certainly carried a pike at 
Vinegar lIiU, and prolnblj had stolon n pair of boota at 
Fumes, when he kindly nude a mil at the Deanerj’, 111 
pa-ssing through that place to tin. field of Inltlc- It isnhnijfi 
a pleasure to see the engineer of niischicf “hoist witli his 
own petard , and it happened that the horses ae«ignttl to 
draw a post-clmnot carrjing Lonl IVcslpott, nijself, and the 
Dean, on our return journey to Dublin, were n jvnr utterly 
ruined by a cerUin uiidor-poslilion named Moian This 
particular ittin did ifr ^foian boxst to luuc toninbuted 
ns his separate contribution to the general rivninttons of 
the stables. And the pirticular object was, that his horses, 

* “Hainlct," 'but also " Oiiil** — "I ex nec nislioi utla esl, 

Qu-uii ncois artifices arte penro swa.’* 
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cw\«egucntlj* Imusftlf, might be left m genial laymcss 
But, ns Nemesis ■vrould Ila^c it., Mr. Moran -vras the charioteer 
specially appointed to tins particular service. IVe nere to 
return by easy jomneys of tnent^-fne miles a day, or even 
less, since c\erj such interval hrought ns to the house of 
some hospitable family connected by fnendsliip or by blood 
AVith TiOi-d Altaraont Fenently had Lord Westport pleaded 
■with hi3 father for an allowance of four horses , not at all 
mth any foolish mow to fleeting aiistocratic splendour, but 
simply to tlic liiiairy of rapid motion But Lord Altainont 
was fmn ni rcsisUng tins iietition at that time. The remote 
cou«fl(iucncc was — that, by wa)' of redressing tlie violated 
cquilibnnm to onr feelings, we subscribed througbont 
VTalca to extort six horses from the astonished innkeepers, 
most of whom declined the requisition, and would furnish 
only four, on the plea that the leaders w ould only embarrass 
the other horses , hut one at Bangor, from whom we coolly 
requested eight, recoiled from out demand as from a sort of 
miniature treason How so ? Because in this island he had 
always understood eight horses to be consecrated to lojal use. 
Not at all, wc assured him , Bickford, tlic great earner, 
always horsed his waggons with eight And the law knew 
of no distinction between waggon and post-cbaise, coacb-Iiorse 
or cart-hoise. Howeier, wc could not conipjiss this point of 
the eight horses, the double qiiadnga, in one single uistance , 
but the true reason wo surmised to be — not the pretended 
puntauism of loyalty to the House of Guelph, but the runnmg 
short of the innkeeper’s funds If he bod to meet a daily 
average call for twent) -four horses, then it might well happen 
that our dinfr upon him for eight horses at one pull would 
bankrupt him for a whole day But I am anticipatmg 
Rotuming to Ireland and Mr Moran, the \ucious dnier of 
VICIOUS horsis, the immediate consequence to him of tins un- 
expected limitation to a pair of horses was that all his 
knai ery in one honi recoiled upon himself The horses whom 
he had himself trained to vice and resti\eness, in the hope 
that thus hiB own services and theirs might be less m request, 
now bcc.anic the verj curse of his life Every morning, duly 
as an attempt was made to put them in motion, they began 
to back, and no arts, gentle or harsh, would for a moment 
vot.T 2 
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avail {f> rmx or lo r^c'cc tluin vtiliv {Ik* caimlft iliK'Ction - 
Coulil ref rogri.-if»n l>j anj Tiict'‘i>ltv **«.- 1>'ivo l-'on 
rnlo progto*% vre rscclktl in tkat; ji 'na? oar/t'ffi^; tro 
conkl Inve IxirlsC^ to tlic North TIt.*" iiJj'ht la lie ■ 

war to gloiyj or at Ir^'t to ^in'inrStoi—iv x* >r d tixl’xi. 
ntjfortnii-lolv, it was not the vny lo lliihhti, {ti5'r;‘jt.fully, 
on tin-if ihj of onr joanirv — aii'l the flftV'* xrom ten — imi 
once, hut alwaja, we h'»l the Mine ilcArtlj' ronfi'rl to rojveat , 
and fill®, hcHif; alwava unavjul nfr, Xoiinfl it® (a\x tion iiwtfonjvlr 
in the following ultimate re'-ourec O^vio 1tirjr*'l'<'ntil hors*’?y 
n®«allv taken from the plough, were htmetse/I on rv leadcjr 
Bv main force Ihev Inulrfl oar wicked wlit-ohr* into the 
right (lirrction, and forced them, 1/ pare phy^iMl niierloritr, 
info working We fiimitlwd a jojin® and coniie fj'ectaete jo 
over} town and village through vhtth wc Tlie, 

whole communitr, men atwl chiMren, cim*^ out to at 
our depirtiire , and nil alike were divcitrd, hut not the If 
irritated, bv thcdenionnc nh’linncv of thchniti®, whf>s'’tu»el 
under the inimr-flnte inspiration of the fici.il, Bveryl'ody 
was anxious to rhare in the pconigjing which was adniinirUrcd 
to them right and kft , and, oncf propelled lat* n gallop (or 
Buch a gallop as onr Erohdignagnti leaden* could aceomph4i\ , 
they were forrod into 1 eepmg it up. But, without rehea»mg' 
all the detul® of the ca'c, it innv ho reailily rort» ived that 
the amount of trouble dislnbuti d nmnng't our wlmb' IMttj 
was cnomone Once or twice the friends at v.ho«n hntt«e® 
we slept were able to ae®i«t nx But gencrully' they tilber 
bad no horse®, or none of the coininanding pov er demanded. 
Often, again, it happened, as onr route was very ciritolous 
that no inns lay in our ncighhonrhood j or, if ihrrc uvff inns, 
tJic horses prov ed lo be of too slight a build. At Bollina'loe, 
and again at Atlilonc, lialf the lorn cvme out to help u® > 
and, having no suitable hor-cs, tlnrty or forty men, with 
shouts of laughter, pulled at topes fa®tciicd to our pole and 
splinter-bar, and compelled tbc snorting donions into b flying 
gallop But naturally a couple of miles fsiw- this resource 
cxliaustcd Then came the necessity of “ flnwing tbc covers,” 
w the dean called it — i e , hunting amongst the adjacent 
fatmers for powerful cattle. Tliis labour (0 Jupiter, tbanks 
be for that 1) fell upon Mr Moran. And sometime® it w ould 
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inppui tlmt the liorscPj it lind cost Inm lliree or four 

hours to find, coxild ho sjxircd onlj foi four or five miles. 
Such a journey can rarclj' have been accomplished Our 
7ig-/-ig course had prolonged it into from 230 to 260 miles , 
and it IS lilcrallj" true that of this entire distance from "West- 
]iort House to Sack\ ille Street, Duhhn, not one furlong had 
been x>orfonncd nndci the spontaneous impnlee of our oun 
hordes Their diabolic icsistancc continued to the last, And 
one may vontui*c to hope that the sense of final subjugation 
to man must hai e pro\ cd penally bitter to the horses But 
meantime it vexes one that such ■WTctclics should be fed witli 
good old hay and oats , as irell littered domi also m their 
stalls as a prebendary j and by many a stranger, ignorant of 
their true character, should haic been patted and caressed 
Let ua bopc that a fate to winch more than once they were 
nearly forcing vs — n?., regress over a precipice — ^may iilti* 
inateiy have been tlioir oivii Once I saw siicli another case 
dramatically carried through to its natural crisis m the 
Liverpool Mail. It was on the stage lending into Lichfield 
tlioro was no conspiracy, as in our lush case ; one horse only 
ont of the four was the criminal , and, according to the 
Queen’s Bench (Denman, C .T ), there is no conspiracy coni- 
liclcnt to one agent but ho was ci en more signally under 
a demoniac possession of miitinons resistance to man Tlie 
case w as really a memorable one If e\ or there w ns a distinct 
proclamation of rebellion against man, it was made by tliat 
brutal horse , and I therefore, being a passenger on the box, 
took a note of the case , and on a proper occasion I may be 
induced to publish it, unless some Houjnhm should whinny 
against me a Cliancery injunction 

From these wild, Tartar-like stables of Connaught, how 
vast was the tiausition to that perfection of dcgance and of 
adaptation between means and ends that reigned from centre 
to circumference through the stables at Laxton ' J, as it 
happened, could report to Lord Massey their eailier condition, 
he to mo could report their immediate changes I won him 
easily to an intcicst in my own Insh experiences, so fresh, 
and in parts so grotesque, wulder also by much in Connaught 
than-in Lord Massei’s county of Limerick; wlulsthe (woth- 
out alToctmg any delight in the huntmg systems of North- 
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flni]>to««lnro «ml Leifc^tcrsltjw) mk ] firijiftinin. 

JowcUioc d«an.t<*ml?c of the rrifhwi Lniwa ] 

ItuiitiJiq, a« foitnljywJ at McUon, whldi ovm' ihcn to jl 
too B«i.rM»c rank tor l,ri]!«tH> ms, tv of v*f.-«ct n-nott" I 

all v/intUc? of too c1ia«c » ° 

IlorfO’s liar] torintd the nalurxl m..l ritsvylnctotr lc*r> 5 o 
of comcnuion W\v.,.n m IMnl we ...ectnHy knew of 

rlxS ' * fT? vvlni ww l4h knrw of 

I^xton,— the InrlnriL iivlcn.tottrnn<l Ih' eiul'se<t nilerdanr 
had naiumllj an jiUtn-i tor «a J,otl, ,n ihf,r eoSni^iA U 
one liiuo Eo inctun -inc, nl another fo groi.«ont). wtorh 
ilhmnnatol one hoparato rceollc^ ti<m« JSnt mv oujek. 

.onn nvado me aware that a jealon.y wm A hSe totom 

Amlrhon of la It 

At I avion 1) I ^ *'^'PKfl off into artatherkfy 

i« i ''horn, 1 ncvi-r heard ; hnt icitaudv. when iipwl 

rmli-S , f'"l. 'V’Wy ““»"Sl‘ »TO 

io 1 . ,umi voiunn'A 

cent to a ^UitT}oirn^^''l n”toh,nia ‘1”' 
hunting of India wldch “* ^ toco«y temt n» invt tlia tht^ 

rawnevt and most fI,o, ;!;},, ro,to*3"T^ •'^wfkinijlj } tisniv ml the 
experience. Buffalo hunting hnniinq knoism to Inimn 

conmgeons ixiw^ro of t},e dn'idfcl M, TCirardA the 

went Is loo momentary mid tnoJ ’ ** * aceonnty, ati. rsette* 

Js past. Bcsldra lhajuic CTncronn‘'^f » and the cn«u 

«w interest of reason dhliiih-. 

evcrj-whcrc a cowardlv irrctS S''« 1 1 ^ 

fomtno, but m Southern Afriei ''“hllraed Into tomge bj - 

Those who fancied so mimhay. ent^^^^ «'Odvh of cnomfeC 

Gordon Camming appear never lo O' toe hon conflitls of Mr 

Mr Moffat The poor missmim^ «»s^.o:mr> tmvtte of 

to toinJ: lighilj of half a doren IioMseen'^w i"?*' “?”* 'toiitever, Mme 
nt the very same pond ©r mer ns }f” torougli the l\viH;:ht 
wish to linden alno the advontnrons lio'fe an)" 

Bnt, in the single case of the C-stw f ^ ® Cttmming , 

advantage taken from the traSL^? unintentional 
t*on vrero sneh as llial vhL Sjto “‘torrhl^^^ ' 



LAXTOir, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


341 


illiterate and lus mteiest in books waa unaffected, if lunited 
and too often interrupted br defective knowledge The 
library uas dispersed tbrougli six or seven small rooms, lying 
between tbo drawing-room in one wing and the dimng-toom 
in the opposite wing Tins dispersion, however, already 
fimiislicd the ground of a rude classification In some one 
of these rooms was Lord Massey always to be found, from 
the forenoon to the ciening And was it any fault of his, 
that his daughter, hltlo Grace, about two years old, pursued 
him down from her niusory every morning, and insisted upon 
seeing innumerable pictures, lurking (as she bad discovered) 
in many difTcront recesses of tlic library ? More and more 
from this quarter it was that we diow the materials of oui 
daily after-dinner convci-sation One great discouragement 
arises commonly to the student, where the pniticulai library 
lu which he reads has been so disoidinatcly collected that ho 
cannot jmisue a subject once started Now, at Laxton, the 
hooks had been so judiciously brought together, so many 
hooks and eyes connected them, that tlio whole hbraiy formed 
what one might call a senes of strata, naturally nUied, 
through which joii might quairy 3 oar way consecutively for 
Tuan 3 months On rainy daj's, and often enough one had 
occasion to s.!}' tlirough rainy weeks, what a dehghtful 
resource did this lihrarj'^ pro\o to both of us ' And one day 
it occurred to us that, whereas the stables and the library 
were both jewels of attraction, the latter had been by much 
the least costly. Proltj' often I hove found, wdicn any open- 
ing has existed for making the computation, tliat, in a hbraiy 
containing a fair proportion of hooks illustiatcd with plates, 
about ten shiUuigs a \olumo might bo taken as expressing, 
upon a sufficiently large number of volumes, small and great, 
the foir aicrnge cost of tbo whole. On this basis, the library 
at Lixton would bavo cost less than .£9000 On the 
other hand, 36 horses (lumters, racers, roadsters, cainage- 
horscs, &C.) might have cost about £8000, 01 a little more 
But the library entailed no permanent cost beyond the annual 
loss of interest . the books did not eat, and required no aid 
from vclcrmary ^ surgeons whcieas, for the horses, not only 

1 “ Vetennar)/'’ — ^By tlie waj', wbenco comes this odd-lookmg 
word! The word velerana I linvo mot with m monlush writers, to 
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Seiy,^'1>o l.a.I rcvtvca nn ^ 

tTScn «.o« c^nicUj a rtn.Unl h^^ fn.s'lW- 

Mrs»c.j, n^ 1>0 li-vl lin.W)l} U.-n ylnrnHl nt - 

nn\atc tutor lie rv‘%.1 fv. rttlitn?? w.if.*'- M v^tU j^naai 

Utic^(meu»nt? I-J •rn'^l «*'* «« ^ 

loctal phil'e-opl.y At Luslon. in.l« 1, tt ^ tt<..t I (u t «w 
Oodum’>» “ Pohlual Ju^Hc-*’, not tl.^ r-^ord and t ^ 
edilion m ofMv'- I'lit th, nrmtuil iotlH)n, uritli st-i 

X mi 3 an \ et uiulilut^ 1 of nw anti "vc'ml Jar-^vtni-jn. ■ 

At Ln\lou it tt.n Uiii 1 fir t fitv iU‘ uitirvs 
laboun, bnga-kd, n-i it ucr., .vnl i>ara.kil at if 
riiMcw, of Uiat ni<«t induotrioi^ buicfu'tor i i tll^ t\rl> 
of our Knulid. lii.t-ncal hi. ntim, Tliomx. Ih w 
hmtoi B«..u.^., 1 wii-u', 1.-1 w» II..- 
al out limo for n oml'lilo » "f )1«™' nr’ 

It ivmt Uini first I mu tin U.tal nmj of wi.ib't ''UUU »> ' J* 
Birch It utts a unni'UUs tm.nh-^lrvn, fi_ «r 

nuiBltriuj;, ns it wtn*, n<»t <»f j»o)njviU’^ Pi^'Vnvju cou« 

■unique guinlsiut u, hut of the jc >iiiinry',thc n’iutei up ^( la , 
under the old foiin of i^im-doii, jrm niiitkt ngunl At ine 
trained biin<h of oiu lilcraUire— th« fund from ttJnclt uui; 
inatcl}, or in the l.wt lejori, students' look kr iJiftsm. eri ^ 
of our \ .ist md lujriud faced litcnturo A 1 renrh niujor o 
tniincnce, fiftj jean Lick, haMUg orc-iJUPn to i-i’e.iV o M\ 
Ktighsh liter itmx colleeluelj, m rufertuee to the one jvw»t 
of its tarvlii, hciii',' idso a man of honour, and JiFd.am’ng t a 
sort of patrioliHii uhieh saeuliecs the truth to imtioUttlit'j 
speaks of our prehensions m Ihe-o uortk.— 
ont unc hileraturc xnjinxmcnt pln-r raric'-’ qitd la ‘tti-'iV- ahis 
fact is a feature in our national pretensions that could ever 
lia\o been reganied doubtfully mti-elj’ through inBUfficient 
knoM ledge Dr Johnson, indeed, unde it the di-bnguushing 

merit of the French, that thcy*‘lia\e a hook upon euerj 

subject” But Dr Johnson uns not only capiicious as legsras 

express domeshatted qiiadruivds , aad cvulcntlj from that "ont must 
lia\e origmated the uord letfnnartf But the question i» still h«r tm 
step roinoied for how came wfemna bj that acceptation in rniai 
. ecouomj ! 
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temper anti \ariable l«iino«rs, bat as regards tbe inequality 
of Ins kaovi ledge Incoliercnfc and unsystematic was Dr 
Jolmson’s laionnation in most cases. Hence bis extravagant 
misappraisemcnt of Knolics, the Tmkisb lustonan, ubicb is 
exposed so scierely by Spittlci, the Gciinan, ivbo, again, is 
himself misoinblj superficial in lus analysis of English 
Histoiy Hence the feeble credulity ubicb Dr Johnson 
showed with respect to the forgery of Do Foe (under the 
masque of Captain Carleton) upon the Cataloman campaign 
of Lord Petei borough But it is smgulai that a liteiature 

so unrivalled iis ours in its compass and ^allety should not 
have proilucwl any, even the shallow cst, manual of itself 
And thus it happens, for example, that imters so laborious 
and sernceable as Birch are in anj popular sense scarcely 
knonui. I showed to Lord Massey, among others of his 
works, that ulucli relates to Lord Woiccster’s (te, Lord 
Glamopgan’s) negotiations with the Papal nimcio in Ireland 
about the jear 1644, &c. Connected with these negotiations 
were many names amongst Lord Massej ’s own ancestors ; so 
tluit here he suddenly alighted upon a fund of archteologic 
mcmorabiha, connecting what intcicstcd him as an Irishman 
in general with what most mtcrcsted him as the head of a 
particular family It is rcmaikable, also, as an indication of 
the general nobility and elevation winch had accompanied the 
revolution in lus life, that, coiicuirently with the constitu- 
tional torpoi previously besetting him, had melted away the 
intellectual toipor under which ho liad found books until 
recently of little practical value Lady Carbeiy had herself 
told me lliat the luo revolutions went on simultaneously 
He began to take an interest m liteiature when hfo itsdf 
unfolded a new interest, under the compamonship of his 
youthful wife And licre, by the way, as subsequently m 
scores of other instances, I saw broad evidences of tbe credulity 
with w’liich we have ado]itcd into our giave political faith 
the rash *and malicious sketches of oui novehsts With 
Fielding commenced the practice of systematically traduemg 
our order of country gentlemen His picture of Squire 
Western is not only a malicious, but also an incongraous, 
libek The squire’s ordinary language is impossible, being 
allcriiatcly bookish and absurdly rustic. In reahty, the 
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comcntjonal diil't,t tl to tV onl.'-r «» 

to pc-ifants r\cn wo^' ibin to p ’lUcrtK’u—in our rTi 5 t?i*h 

plaNi and novels, is a elnl(«'>h find fant isUt tnWde, iH'IoiijjitJg 
toTio form of tc,il lirtitljing life, nonltcre jntelJ'gudej mt 
m any province; wliil‘1, nt the fnme nil province^"-" 
Souier^tslnrc, Rcvoiithire, Ileraj'-liir? — ire C'lirfonu'lid^seUli 
our MitlHnd Countus , ami jHr»itl\i‘l) the dicimn of Parn* 
combo nml C’lni ncombe from Kxi in 'X I'on'vl is mixed up 
with tli<* pure Icvkndic fonnsof the IhiglKh Lakes, of KorlH 
Vorksliire, ami of Nt>rllniml»*rlamb In ftcoslmd, tt nee*!** 
but a slight inltrcoiuso with the jicanntrj to dittinguidi 
vuriouii thalccla the Al*cr>lontau nml Vif shire, for iithiitfr, 
how c'Lsih (kiliiigui-lu'd, cvcii bj an 3hif'h*h n'*rn, fr^mi the 
v.cslern dialects of Avrslnrc, &c And J hi r{;,hiar>i it raid ^ 
hy Scottish purists in tin- nntkr tint even S.r V'jdf'i &’ott 
IS clmrgoahlc with con-uhrihlc luentiotHnc's in the manage- ’ 
incut of his colloquial Scotch Ycl, gciu '^lly ‘.peaking, it, 
bears tho ttroiigcst imprvrs of tnithhilnesj' Uut, on the 
other Irnml, how false and iKiwerlei-s doi^ tlnv fame Sir Walter 
become, when the ncce.-Mtics of his talc oliltgc him at any 
time to conic among tho Ihiglish ]>eits.antr,» ! Uis magic 
wand IS inslsntancoush broken , and he moves along by a 
babble of impossible forms, as f.intaslic n« any that our 
London Iheatnj have tniditionallv luicribud tolinglish rustic*, 
to English sailors, and to Irishmen unieeiwlly. I'lcdding is 
open to the same stem criticism, n« a dLliber.atc falrcliood* 
monger, and from tho same cause — ^w.int of cnorgr to face 
the diflicult} of nuastering a real liv ing idiom. Tina defect 
m language, liowcvcr, 1 cito onlj ns one feature in the com- 
plex falsehood vihicli disfigures Fielding’s ^lortrait of flic 
English counlrj gentleman Meantime the question ariscp, 
Eld he mean his Squire "Western for a repraenUftivt portrait 1 
Possibly not. He might design it expressly as a sketch of 
an. indiv idual, and h) no means of a cln« 3 . And tho fault 
may he, after all, not m htm, the wiitcr, hut in iw, the falsely 
interpreting readers. But he that as it maj, and figure to 
ourselves ns we may tho rustic squire of a hundred to a 
hundred and fifty y ears hack (though inanifcslly at utter w nr, 
in the portiailurcs of our novelist a, with tho realities handed 
dovMi to us by out Pniharaentary annals), on that areno vie 
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are dealing with objects of pure speculative curiosity Far 
difterent is the same question when practically treated for 
purposes of present legislation or philosophic inference. One 
hundred years ago, such was the difficulty of social inter- 
course, sunply from the difficulty of locomotion (though even 
then this difficulty was much lowered to the English, as 
beyond comparison the most equestrian of nations), that it is 
possible to imaguie a shade of difference as still distmgmshing 
the town-bred man from the rustic , though, considering the 
multiplied distribution of our assize towns, our cathedral 
towns, our sea-ports, and our umversities, all so many recitt- 
rmg centres of civility, it is not very easy to imagme such a 
thmg m an island no larger than ours But can any human 
mdulgence be extended to the credulity which assumes the 
same possibihly as existmg for us in the veiy middle of the 
nineteenth century 1 At a tmic when every week sees the 
town banker draim from our rural gentry, railway directors 
in every quarter transferring themselves indifferently from 
town to country, from country to toivn, lawyers, clergymen, 
medical men, magistrates, local judges, &c , all shifting m 
and out between town and count^ , rural families all mter- 
marrjung on terms of the widest freedom with town families , 
all again, m the persons of their children, meetmg for study 
at the same schools, colleges, military academics, &c. by 
what funous forgetfvdness of the reahties belongmg to the 
case has it been possible for writers in public journals to 
peimst in orgmng national questions upon the assumption of 
a bisection in our population — a double current, on the one 
side steeped to the lips in town prejudices, on the other side 
traditionally sold to rustic views and doctrines? Such 
double currents, like the Ehone flowing through the Lake of 
Geneva, and yet refusing to mterniingle, probably did eiast, 
and had an important significance m the Lou Countries of 
the fifteenth century, or between the privileged cities and the 
unprivileged country of Germany down to tiie Thiity Years’ 
"War , but, for us, they are in the last degree fabulous dis- 
tinctions — ^pure faiiy tales , and the social economist or the 
historian who builds on such phantoms as that of a rustic 
aristocracy still retainmg any substantial grounds of distinc- 
tion from the town anstocracies, prodaims the hollowness of 
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anj anOi all lus tU»t.tTnif •> sliat tkjtfH'l fit'll ft' 

LorJ Carbti^ %\fi’ 4 a t 1 uraji,Ji fot’itttil r. Tlti* nn-Jjaiittusj 
of tlu« mljtucnt couuu ot h:ro wfts nx«t '’'Itit it 

j‘! noa The ft vie of the IftJul war rathcrllv' lijfknnit f ir tl.e 
fuol of Iho ho»' , the iialurt a«i<I «lt tnl .tU'-n of elu fi‘in.e* 
was dstftixnl , *••) tint a chn* of hor-**^ tho:t,-»'j|ljU dii^rcnl 
vas iheii requin.<l lJut then, a' un\<, tt t^n' 

oxluhition of tht fn\.^-hi‘i thit 1^ Liroan i*i Kimj*''; 
then, as noa, this is thi bet aflnjit* J ftiiuni!,; all hpowi 
sanclieb of limiting to the exhibilton of aln itHiroii? stal 
Hkilfiil riiliti;,', aii>l "iiunlU, jicrlnji', to the ilevcl ipsntul of 
iii.iu)^ ami athhtie quilili*' Lcirl CV"l>fn, tlftviiig Uie 
fcaHiii, iiii^lit be uiuii«.lt lati U a'Miclct! to lliiS jnO’le of 
Rporliii};, hiMii;; mtiirnlU a ttlei‘nnbla fttbuir tft'itictieel 
with his o\.u ri jiiil iii»u Bi a oJ ilful asiu ftifk-i hyr--c.*iitt« 
But, though the olmv w ete in tho'e thv ■> longei than tht>} 
lira at pivstiit, miuII wai the ainouiitof lUtio !i.alh abitractcil 
from tint wIikU he h.vl ihspribh for p net >1 |iurpvi?*,s, 
iimongvt whith iniqsi ei mtiKxI fonmm't hu liUrati V“’‘‘ 
suit'?. And, howLitr nnicli he Inmsutided tho 
coucciiUoii of 111' ofler, ns shitehul b> 6 »itinc ftii'l often 
Ignorant noieli'ts, In might bo nginlwl, in ill flmt toncerntd 
the libi.r.ili/itiuii of his laii®, tis pretty fmiK rtpie '‘tit'Tig 
that onkr '1 hus throagli tierj real csjMKnce, the ciiwy 
notion of a riir.il ari-'tovnej flowing np'itt fntm llu iiiban 
aristouruj, .nul eUiiwhng on a dilh noil level ot eiillilto as to 
intcllcet, of polish as to maiiiiers, and of ]iiture‘'tj is to social 
objects — <1 notion at all times fake lu a fact— liov at length 
became willi all tliouglitfiil men monstrous as n jMisMbility 
Meantime Lonl Mns'e) was rcschcd bv roiirrH IxJlli 
tbroiigh Ijadj Cm bet y and injcelf of umielhiny winch in- 
terested him more profoundiv than all carlhlv recordn of^ 
horsemanship, or niij cniieuivahlo questions connected with 
books Lady Carbeij, with a mow to the umusement of 
Lady Massey and my sister, for both of whom youth and 
previous seclusion had created a nalmtl inteit!5t in all snob 
scenes, accepted two or three times in every week dinner' 
invitations to all the f iinilics on her visiting list, and lying 
vvithin her winter circle, winch was nicnsuicd bj a radius of 
about seventeen mile-i Por, dreadful as weiw the roads in 
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those days, when the Bath, the Bristol, or the Dover mail 
was equally perjplexcd oftentimes to accomplish Mr Palmer’s 
rate of seven miles an hour,' a distance of sei cnteen w as yet 
easfl}* accomjjlished in 100 minutes hy the powerful Laxton 
horses. Magnificent was the Laxton tuin-out, and in the 
roomy travellmg-coach of Lady Caibery, made large enough 
to receive upon occasion even a bed, it would have been an 
idle scmple to fear the crowding a paity which mustered 
only three besides mjsclf for Loid Massey umfoimly de- 
tlmcd joining us, — m winch I believe that he was right A 
schoolboy like mjsclf had fortunately no dignity to lose 
But Lord Massey, a needy Iiish peer (oi, strictly speaking, 
since the Union no peer at all, though still a hereditary 
lord), was bound to be trebly vigilant over his surviving 
lionours This he owed to his country as wcB as to his 
family He recoiled fiom w'hat he figured to luinself (but 
too often falsely figured) as the haughty and disdamful 
English nobility — all so nch, all so polished in manner, all 
so punctiliously correct in tlie iitual of bicnstfancc Lord 
Garbcry might face them g.uly and boldly , for he was rich, 
and, although possessing Insh estates and an Insh mansion, 
was a thorough Englishman by education and early associa- 
tion “But I," said Loid Massey, “had a careless Irish 
education, and am nev’ci quite sure that I may not ho tres- 
passing on some inystciious law of English good-breeding ” 
In vain I suggested to luin, that most of what passed amongst 
foreigners and amongst Irishmen for English haidcur was 
pure reserve, which, among all people that weic bound oVei 
by the luevilablo restraints of their rank (imposing, it must 
be remembered, jealous duties ns well as privileges), was siue 
to become the operative feeling I contended, that in the 
English situation there was no escaping this English lesei-ve, 
except by great impudence and defective sensibility, and 
that, if examined, reserve was tbe truest expression of lespect 
towards those who were its objects In vain did Lady Car- 
bery back me .in this lepresentation He stood fiiin, and 
never once accompanied us to any dinner party, Hortliamp- 
tonshirc, I know not whj, is (or then was) more thickly 

* The nllnsion is to John Palmei of Bath, whose reform of the old 
stage coach and postal sjstcni dates from 1784 — 
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sfiWi %\alh nnsloi'^Uc fatt.hc^i th-'ti any in On* X.hu3oa»» 
■Manj clagaul nvl yuMy nonvn il e" r^tnrH) in 

these {mrti<. 3 , hwt lUKlo.rtti* 11% our l%’'o J^eiton Uin 
shone advantaj'wjU'lj thetii A ^'■^7 lih* nij-fcU 

couW In} no w^tmnt njvm the rf{*hng>csf file 

gentlemen; uu<l almo'-t uiafonnl} 1 l.^nrd ruts ntfaidfl 
pas'Cd ui»n the jnno.nl nttn.ltui’S <.f Imh, hat 
Li'lj' Mac^t*}, ns temh <\ ttantlj to foitiie th* f ' Prior'S o*" 

Mfli } It 13 siiipulir tint liOtU Mv s itnl\itv,’vlly ratrieil 
off the jnlni of tin1uiu!<A hoim IaAv Carl .ry vfAS, a 
txgnhr l>i.ant\, and pulilnl} Inowii for r«ch; both vnw 
line hgnris, nin! iij>p fuith not ohiej* Uian tC ; I'Ut in 
her Irish frund jKople hit «^om(.lhm:; more thottcvdily art' 
ks» and ftnmnne — for tlu j,i5-cnliit' tiiuV !> tanking of I-td}' 
CXithcrv in loino wa} ronuininujU i its totamnnd.ii" I'tyt-s* 
Sion to h<r ihjioitintat, I i\]>nrts->l to Ma ^y, itt 

terms of uncxccptioinlk dtrunun, iho e liitUrtng tipn:A- 
sions of hoimgi uhith rom-tmif, from the Ups of vonng 
tuen pattmU} umkr the tutUunce tif wsrej h.id taW« a 
form Foniowhnt loo tnth«M4«t'c for hteml rxjHiifitn to a 
clmalrous uiul ndonjig Ini'kind 


SlCTIO’, II— 111! OUPHAN IlKtPCSSCS , 

Meantime, the real- r hna keen hcj>t lory tnoagh at Lui 
ton to namut im in j>rv~unung some cunoaiiy or iiitt-Pii't to 
have gathered within Ine mind about the I'listrfcs of the 
mansion Who w,ui Ladj Oarbers, what was her prcsj'nt 
position, and what had been lur onginnl jwieitjon in society ,7 
All readers of Ihshop J*.rcm} Taylor^ must be aware of, that 


* Tlio Life of jLT.raj Taylor, by Rcgmild Ilcbcr, R «hon of Cal- 
entta, IS most tlabo’-a'tly mcorrcct. IVom wrant of rcseardi, and a 
uronoiogy in some places tborougbly emratoas, 'i-arioiis wnjporinnt 
utterly mis stated , and, ivbat is most to be xtgretted, in a 
matter deeply alTcctmp the bisbop’a caiidonr and Cliristim clmrlly — 
correspondenta wilb a Somersetshire Dis^entirg 
f uusoonception Ins vitiated the culiro result 

i?f some person bad 

cut np the control ersy with a new to Ids own more conicnScnt stndj? 
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rcbgioiis Lady Carbery irIio "nas tlie immificent (and, foi 
her kindness, one might ‘say the fibal) patroness of tlie aTl- 
cloq^uent and subtle divine She died before the Restoration, 
and, conscqucnlly, before her spintnal director could have 
ascended the Episcopal throne The title of Carbery "was at 
that time an earldom ; the 'earl mamed again, and his 
second coimtess ivas also a devout patroness of Taylor 
Having no peerage at liand, I do not knoiv by what mode of 
derivation the modem title of the nineteenth century had 
descended from the old one of the seventeenth I presume 
that some collateral branch of the original family had succeeded 
to the barony ivlien the limitations of the ongmal settlement 
had extinguished the earldom But to me, who saw revived 
another robgious Lady Caibery, distinguished for her beauty 
and accomplishments, it was interesting to read of tlie two 
successiic ladies who had home that title IGO years before, 
and whom no reader of Jeremj' Tajdor is ever allowed to 
forget, since almost all his books are dedicated to one or 
other of the pious family that had protected him Once 
more there wms a rebgious Lady Qirbery, supportmg locally 
the CliuTch of England, patioiunng schools, diffusing the 
most extensive relief to every mode of indigence or distress 

of its chiof elements, Ueber Imd misconceived is tlie actusl form in 
winch these parts had hcon origmallv exchanged betneen the dis- 
putants — a blunder of the worst consequence, and having the elTcot of 
translating general expressions (such as recorded a moral indignation 
against 'inciont fallacies or evasions connected with the dispute) into 
direct ebullitions of scorn or displeasure personally against liis im- 
mediate antagonist And the charge of intolerance and defective 
chanty becomes tlius very much stronger against the poor bishop, 
hecauso it lahes the shape of a confession extorted by mere force of 
Iralh from an else reluctant apologist, that would most gladly ha\o 
denied ever} thing that ho could deny Tlie Life needs more than ever 
to be accurately written, smoo it has boon thus chaotically mis-narrated 
hy a prolate of so much undeniable talent. I once began a very 
daborato life myself, and in tboso words — " Joromj Taylor, the most 
eloquent and the subtlest of Cliristian philosophers, was the eon of a 
barber, and the son-in-law of a hmg” — alluding to tho tradition 
(impcTfoctly veriiicd, I behove) that ho mamed an illegitimate 
daughter of Charles I But this sketch was begun more than thirty 
years ago, and 1 retired from the labonr as too overwhelmingly ex- 
acting in all that related to tho philosophy and theology of that man 
so " mynad-mindcd,” and of that century so anarchical 
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n cmlury atwl n luOf a?*' ntcV n I.kIv (•-(\ri>‘'r} i« fsMUlt 
TVftlt's, nt tl»t- O*ro\e’'; anK'ltt L't'5y, 

Cttrl»«n ^\n‘^ in ccntnl al inxtfn * Tl'*’ Ivo «*)=<?*, 

»luj<U(l 1>% FIX cniiitatioi’S inUi 1 n ^ jii'ninil nitct\<=t, 

rincc in both wi’'! it iins jonng tmdcr ihv (iff* of Jlfi, 
tlmt onginnktl the jrtmc>iin.nt, ainl m Vtth {bi?=e h'hiF 
boic the '^nmc liUc, ftn>l I wHl tbfn‘fo-t' n tn a'* nij<»slly 
ilic mitlme of tlmt contc ’njV)''i»T c-vo m fimslmli hnovm to 
inj f(lf 

Colonel Wit 111 Mill (Jrinnl Hmith ln<T bofti .'vnuifi'-''t the 
cmTliol frieti'l* of ini itio'hw’H fnmilj. IVjih rervei for 
inin} jenrs in Imlm the fir-t »» the Co*»|'in^ ** rnnji the 
other upon the itaff of tlu Kiniffa forceii m thftt countrv. 
liich, Jihout the time tniie, inn*le n to Iln'nItuOi, awl 
each of them, I bclici o,n ilh the •"inu pr.ni t]«l 3 nrjU'C of pro* 
vidinj! for the ediirot on of hw dmiifhtcr ; for ravh hftjipt nril 
to Imie one role chihl, which chiM. ni » trh rii'f/l.xa** n gifl of 
Eingnlnr hcanlj , nml 1v.lh of the c httle lediu wtre entitled 
to verj large fnitniic- 'riic (Jolontl nnd Iht Genr ml being on 

^ Di Qmnui'n nfcroni s In tbii ji I'raph to a pitr'et* 
Cnrhtry mnj Ti»> expWnid thn^ — I'nlaml Afto^lnr., £<’ Iti’l of 
Carliirj in (lie Irh'i pcMij^o and K iron Venj tvs ti in llicri^lWt. 

a coiisincuoin rio\ali-.t in the C.sil Ttnr” Ind tveij jnTlrd th^e 
times It the I croi.il of his t Itc , tl 0 t'atmtess 2 rtiK-cs, ths^ 
the "devont pnlrmn'w' of Icn.my 'lajlo’’ dnnng the fine of that 
diiine’s residtnce nn tie Tarlr cUite of tlu Goldin Grtrta in O'' r» 
iimrlhcnshirc for rhcHcr ofti- tlu. Kin/« cai •» and tin' caifO of tl e 
Anglican Chunli Ind h'cn crndunl hhe died in IG50; nut the in- 
timac} of the Caihcrv fjimU njth .Tert-mj 1 silor, *tii' the hO’lotahtv 
to him at the Golden drove, wtro 1-cpl np in the litiit of tlsa third 
Countess, who was inamcd to tho r-irl aTwil 1C50 bbo si-a »0 other 
than that Ladj Alice rgerton, vonngi-st dcoj.,hl''r of the l-«ar] oj 
Bridgewater, who is immortal indepcndcnllj as "Thn J^adj " in Mil 
ton’s Comitr, liniing acted in that part on the onplnal perfornsattco ol 
Iho masiiuc at Ludlow Castle, in 1C31, before licr father and inotlici 
and their asecmblcd guests, on tho occasion of her fattier'* asaimiidion 
of the duties of the Presidency of Ttnics blie was then a girl ol 
about fourteen , and the masiinc, in fact, had been wnlten diiclty foi 
her and her two joiiiig brothers. A rcnmrlvable llniur in brr lifa 1> 
that, as her linsbnnd tho l.arl of CarWj was apj>oinlcd to tho IVsn 
dcncy of Wales after tho Ilc.storation, she rummed in her later jcAta, 
as Mdy Carbon, tho President’s wife, acquaintance with the scrj 
castle in which she bad performed her part in Milton’s masqno to lon[ 
before when she was but llio joung Ladj Alice r^erlon — U 
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brotherly terms of intimaey, resolved to combine their plans 
for the -vselfare of then daughters Wliat they wanted was, 
not a lady that could teach them* any ^ecial arts or accom- 
plishments — all these could be purchased, but the two 
qualifications indispensable for the difficult situation of ladj - 
superintendent over two children so singularly separated 
from all rdatives whatever were, in the first place, know- 
ledge of the world, and integnty for keeping at a distance 
all showy adventurers tliat might else offer themselves, with 
unusual advantages, as suitois for the favour of two great 
heiresses , and secondly, manners exquisitely polished 
Looking to that lost requisition, it seems romantic to men- 
tion that the lady selected for the post, ivith the fullest 
approbation of both officers, was one who began life as the 
daughter of a little Lincolnshire farmer "What her maiden 
name had been, I do not at this moment remember , but this 
name was of very little importance, being soon merged in 
that of Harvey, bestowed on her at the altar by a country 
gentleman ^e squire, — ^not very nch, I believe, but nch 
enough to rank as a matrimonial prize in the lottery of a 
country girl whom one smgle step of descent m life might 
have brought within aght of menial seince, — ^liad been cap- 
tivated by the young woman’s beauty, and tlus, at that 
period, when accompanied by the advantages of youth, must 
have been resplendent I, who had knoivn her all my life 
down to my sixteenth year (during which year she died), and 
who .naturally, therefore, refemd her g ‘ \ back to some 
remote ancestral generation, nevertUch^- ' 'ler sole casfe, 
was made to fed that there might T 'ification for 

the Chinch of England discovr ' tr Liturgy 

mamage with your great-grandmoth“ \shaltthou 

marry thy great-grandfather’s widow” ■? - ihmg • at 

that time was tlunlung little of ma> 
though known only to herself and her^ Z '• that 

dreadful organic malady (cancer) was x" 
under uhich finally she ied But^ m 
changmg continuallj* with disfiguring 
impressed one aS a regal heaut) Hel*- 
figure muld have tended towards such a, ^ 
uas counteracted and thrown hack into * \ 
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nntnnl 1'} <he cl'tftitl'if f'f liC? ffif'tro*. 

Tlie-e 3 t •nf’i — tlic f» pnrcl^ - lint 

roconulwi rat) in ft laon'Mit *f tiwi tA » a nt grantluKA^Jur- 
Itowl Tho slnno 'iIjN'i.t XiiiMt <1o rKnclos A*' Tfcuch 
fal)lc-i — Fp.' lining phitilijUTO f-K '•tf-'-ln; — rntl f.'srr.v X am 
tint a nmion Fa nmmblc as 1 *ic Vti 'a Ti rlto.xM IjaUQ tUj 
iliFrcganl tniUi, vliin Miiung into c'V{'*'.{i vjjh tluir Ion 
for the pxlTftingintv lint, if nnjtii'f'^ c-' ,14 laa to 

llipso nioji’-lroii'* oM fib® Nin'in st nitu*y, it wotiM hi- 
Uic a«ncn»bnm,,p af lln« I'ngli'h tnfli"'Urc‘'i ois tU'' li*}*!! 
lAftfl to ®eiinli 0 i>'i, rrulir, wlnl flu' rftiist Itiv*. liucn jt* 
twenty to tlufti t.'o, \.li?n flu tl'C v aim'’ of 

the Gtwnmn in'in, Ilsiiti lion Vi-itoMnt, fh** un.'*! 
Inic looked 111 lur nulonF rijul So li'*l once llto’tghl 
Culonel IVnt'On, who hajipLiu.,! to in K'a.lwvl At that 
poruid , fintl to the cluinimig o/uiou tins rnan of nir pro* 
poundwl Ins hand m tan ui,c Tins Imnl ^tliN jitarlnl 
Imnd — for riA'oti incxiiliraldc to tm., IIattp) declined j 
and the Cohmcl iKuinrcd off in ft ngi' to Ik'tigil Thera 
iTcro others nho r<iv. joung Mr- ITnrrty fts nt>U tis'Coloml 
IVotfou And ftinong-t iluin n.is na Anuiit Grnvftii 
gentleman, to nhat tmtiin liclongmg I do not knorr* ■who 
had eoer} posrihle 1«,1 quality Known to r,(ir«.p'**n csjvn- 
cnce, and a mlitarv goo,l one — eight liundred thot,“And 
jiounds Blerling Tlic mnn'n mme was Schrcibi'f. fN-htvibcr 
was an aggngatc rcsnliins from the conflux of all co'imv- 
able had qualitu® Tint was the elemtntftry ham of 
Schn-iher , nml the smy^istniclrrc, or Corinthian deroration 
of lus frontispiece, wa® that Schreilwr cttUn.atid one mlc 
science — ai? , the pciencc of taKing piuff litre were two 
separate objects for contouiplation one, bright as Anroin— 
that radiant Koh-i-noor, or mountain of light — the eight 
hundred thousand jiomids, the other, sad, fuscou*, bcgrinu'd 
with the smiff of ngts — viz, the most encienl Silireibcr. 
All I if thej could Irnie been divided — these tiviu aoKe* 
fellows — and that ladies might bate tho priMlegc of-choo®* 
mg between them I For the moment there was no pradent 
course open to Mrs Ilanej, but that of marrying Sthrciber 
(which she did, and «urvit ed) , and subsequently, when the 
state of tho inarlcct hccainc faaonrahlc to such ^'comexsions’* 
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of stock, tlien tlie new [Mrs Sclueiber palled from Sclueiber, 
and disclosed of her inteiest in Sclireiber at a settled rate in 
three per cent consols and terminable annuities — ^for every 
coupon of Schreiber receiving a Monies of so many thousand 
poimds, paid down according to the rate agreed on by the 
lawyers of the two parties , or, strictly speaking, qxiar- 
rellcd on betw een the adverse factions , for agreement it was 
hard to effect upon any point The deadly fear which had 
been breathed into him by Mrs Schieibei’s scale of evpendi- 
tuie in a Paik Lane House proved her most saliitaiy ally 
Coerced by this horrid vision, Schreiber consented (nhich 
else he never would have done) to grant her an allowance, 
for life, of about two thousand per annum Could that be 
reckoned an anodyne for the toiinent connected wnth a 
course of Schreiber ? I pietend to no opinion 

Such weie the facts and exactly at this point in her 
career had Mrs Schreiber arrived, when, once more. Colonel 
Watson and General Smith were visiting England, and for 
the last time, on the errand of setthng permanently some 
suitable establishment for their tw o infant daughtera The 
superintendence of this they desired to devoh e upon some 
lady, qualified by her manners and her connexions foi in- 
troducing the yoimg ladies, when old enough, into general 
society Mis Sclireiber was the very person required 
Intellectually she had no great pretensions , but these she 
did not need her character was irreproachable, her manners 
w ere pohshed, and her own income placed her far above all 
mercenary temptations She had not thought fit to accept 
the station of Colonel Watson’s wife, but some unavowed 
feeling prompted her to undertake with enthusiasm the 
duties of a mother to the Colonel’s daughter Clnefly on 
Miss Wafeon’s account it was at first that she extended her 
maternal cares to General Smith’s daughter , but, very soon, 
so sw'eet and wmning was the disposition of Miss Smith that 
Mrs Schreiber apparently loi ed her the best. 

Both, however, appeared under a combination of circum- 
stances too smgularlj' romantic to fail of creating an interest 
that w as universaL Both were solitary children, imchallenged 
by any relatives Neither had ever laiown what it was to 
taste of love, paternal or maternal Their mothers had liecn 

lot. I - 2 a" 
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freqiicnllj than ana other caii'C, I fane) Uwt ni^nt 
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ptiblio anibilion Perseverance is soon refiigeratcd in those 
who fall back under any resuli^ defeated or not defeated, upon 
splendidmansionsandlimines of every land, alreadyfar beyond 
their needs oi their wishes The' soldier desenbed by the 
Boman satinst as one who had lost his puise was likely 
enough, under tlie desperation of his misfortune, to see 
nothing fornudable in any obstacle that ciossed his patli 
tow'ards another supplementary puise , w'hilst tlie very same 
obstacle miglit reasonably alarm one who, in letreatmg, fell 
back under the battlements of twenty tboiisand per annum 
In the present case, there was' nothing at all to move wonder 
in the final result under so continual a siege of temptation 
from the seductions of voluptuous ease , the only W'onder is, 
that one of the young ladies — viz , Miss Watson, w hose 
mind w'as masculine, and in some directions aspiring — should 
so readily have acqmesced m a result which she might have 
anticipated from the beginning 

Happy was the childhood, happy the early daivn of 
w'oma^oo'd, which these two young ladies passed under the 
guardianship of Mrs Schreiber Education m those days 
was not the austere old lady that she is now' At least, in 
the case of young ladies, her exactions were meiciful and 
considerate If Miss Smith sang pretty well, and Miss 
Watson very well, and wutli the power of suigmg difTicnlt 
pait music at sight, they did so for the same reason that the 
laik sings, and chiefly under the same gentle tuition — that 
of nature, glad almighty nature, bieathiiig inspiration from 
hei Ddjilnc tnjiod of happiness, and heallli, and hope Mrs. 
Schreiber pretended to no intellectual gifts whatevei, and 
yet, practically, sbe was wuser than many who have the 
gicatcst First of all other tasks winch she imposed upon 
her wealds, was that of daily exercise, and exeicise earned to 
excess She insisted upon four hours’ exercise daily , and, as 
young ladies walk fast, {hat would have yielded, at the rate 
of 3 J miles per liour, 13 + ^ miles. But only 2^ hours w ere 
given to walking , the other 1 J to nding No day was a 
day of rest -absolutely none Days so stormy that they 
“ kept the raveu-to her nest,” snow the heaviest, winds the 
most frantii^ were never bstened to as any ground of rei>rio\e 
from the ordinary exaction I once luiew (that is, not 
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liumluu liU’< ot of Saehf. ih'fV SjntUui ill 'ijiiinr ? 
l)nl the liitii Minil I ittiua of t*m 'hurch “^tfret, uim n.’R 
orrhrcil h\ thur i\nUit“tIi'au nnmtiin, on tli" 'try iity <*f 
tlicir n Ui\ It) . to faa th** nm>t ornrl \ in*!* - tlnl (!>' /. *'r 'Ihl 
Mrt SjliiMbcr'h niinh*, jmufj. ni nTnr Hfv, thu Ivtrff 
illKiplim h) (oinimn'uritt n'liUi of hmlmtr'''1 Iti ' onls 
nnUi'ii Ijtaojol nil ilowhi hj ShaVfjHMT**, tlm,^h not 
HcmmlU i»eo,;mMil ai hj**, Jt inicht Imtclici'n r.i«l to niij 
owt of vhis Ant.wom in brwoil — 

“ No« jiuM maj K' tt.j lih* ; 

I or n mon. liliivt mni Inrlli hx't ni vrr h't c . 
t^iml amt f, n\t< vt» lti,i]iKratnrt , 

I or ttiou rt the n ilt'ln >t wr)»«mnl to tlii. .rorhl 
Ttmt c er iiiw i aitnn i tlilW Ifajipj- )«o thf * <iinl * 

Tliou lia-sl ns clii'ling a i.atiMlj 

As tire, air, vaiU-, earth, w«l hi aven can wit n, , 

Vo htnlit iJitL from iUrtncii I "-^/Vrrf#?, Aif III 

As to the cit) kittens, I lioanl that the tTcatim lit 
pored , hut the innn nho reported this added th it l>v nrijl'inal 
coiislitulion the) non. as strong a** Jfeanx'fi diiij-hotrc'i j «iid 

* If I rcuiLmhtr nj,hU\, some account js pum of Mits pat'cslnc 
lidj mid her Klern Paido gymnastics, m n clcier hifilt on hoii'iihoJd 
lucdichic anil surgery under circninslancca of inevitahlc rechntem 

from iJTofeasionat mik iinltcn nhonl the jtir 1S20 22, hi Mr. ll“dcn, 
a surgeon of Trtmdon 
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thus, after aU, tliey ma) siinpl 5 '’ illustrate the old logical 
dictum ascrihecl to some medical man — ^that the yeason uh'i 
London clnldxon of the wealthier classes are npUceablc c\ en 
to a pj oveih for their robustness ami bloom, is because none 
but those A\ho are ahead}' vigorous to excess, and "who slait 
with advantages of health far bc}ond the aierage scale, have 
much chance of surviving that most searching quarantine 
which in such ^ an atmosphere they arc summoned to u eather 
at starting. Coming, however, to the special case of Mrs 
Schreiber^s household, I am bound to report, that in no 
instance have I known young ladies so thoroughly steeled 
against all the ordinary host of petty maladies which, by 
way of antithesis to the capital waifare of dangerous com- 
plaints, might be called the gu6 ilia nosology influenza, for 
instance, in milder forms, catarrh, headache, toothache, 
dyspepsy in transitory shapes, &c Always the spirits of 
the two girls were exuberant , the enjoy nicnt of life seemed 
to he mtense, and never did 1 know eittioi oi them to naKijr 
from caimi. My conscious knowledge of tliom commenced 
when I was about two years old, they being fiom ten to 

* Por mjstilf, meantime, I am far from assenting to all theromantiC 
abuse applied to the sowomge and the churclii aids of London, and 
oven more i lolontl j to tho ni or Thames As n tidal ni er, ei en bej ond 
the metropolitan bridges, the Thames undoubtedly does mucli towards 
cleansing the atmosphere, whatever may bo the condition of its waters 
And one most erroneous postulate there is from uliich the "Times” 
starts in all its nignments — ^viz tins, that, supposing tho Thames to be 
even a lost sewer, lu short, tho cloaca maxivia of LoudoP, there is m 
that arrangement of things nnj special reproach apply mg to onr mighty 
TSnglisb capital On the contrary, all great cities tlmt ever were 
- founded haao sought out, ns tlicir first and elementary condition, tlie 
adjacency of some great cleansing mer In the lon^ process of 
development tlirongh winch cities pass, commerce and oilier functions 
of cuilisation come to nsnrp upon tho earlier functions of such mere, 
and sometimes (through increasing efiorts of luxurious refioeinent) may 
' come entuely to absorb them But, in tho infancy of eveO great city, 
the chief function for which she looks to her nver is that of purifica- 
tion Bo thou my huge cloaca, says lufaut Bahvlon to the Euphrates, 
says infant Nineveh to the Tigris, says infant Borne to the Tiber So 
far IS that reproach from hai mg any special applicatioq to Loudon 
Smoke IS not nnwholesomc , m many circumstances it is saluhrions, as 
a countoi-ageul to worse influences Eien sow.agc is chiefly msaln- 
hnons from its moi>dnre, and not, m any degree yet demonstratpd, 
from its odour 
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in Mancliesler (somewliero in Fountain Stieet) — and, tliougli 
a x>lam, unpretending man, ivas hteiary to the extent of 
haling uiitten a hook^ — all things nerc so airanged that 
thci-e nas no possibility of any commercial mementoes ever 
penetialing to the imal retreat of lus family , such memen- 
toes, I mean, ns, by reviving painful recollections of that 
ancient Schreiber who was or ought to be b)*^ this time 
extinct, would naturally be odious and distressing Here, 
therefore, liberated from aU jealousy of oveilooking eyes, 
such as haunted persons of their expectations at Brighton, 
Weymouth, Sidmouth, oi Bath, Miss Smith and Miss Watson 
used to sunender themselves without restramt to their glad 
animal impulses of giilisli gaiety, like the fawns of antelopes 
when suddenly- transferred from tiger-haunted thickets to the 
sereiio jireaerves of secluded rajahs On these visits it w'as 
that I, as a young pet whom they carried about like a doll 
from my second to my eighth or ninth year, learned to know 
them, so as to take a fraternal mtercst in the succeeding 
jienods of their lives Their fathers I certainly had not 
seen ; nor had they, consciously Tliese tw'o fathers must 
both have died in India, before my imiuiries had begun to 
travel in that direction Butj as old acquaintances of my 
mothei’'s, both had visited Tlie Farm before I was born , and 
about General Smith,* in particular, there had sunived 
amongst the servants a remembrance wliicli seemed to us 
(that is, to them and to mj self) ludicrously aw ful, though at 
that time the pi-actico was common tliiougliout our Indian 
possessions He had a Hindoo seivant with him , and this 
sonant every niglit stietched himself along the “sill,” or 
outer thresliold of the door , so that he might have been 
trodden on by the General when retuing to rest , and from 
tins it was hut a moderate step in adiancc to say that he 
■M-os trodden on. Upon which basis many othei wonders 
were naturally loaied Miss Smith’s father theiefore fiii- 
nishcd matter for a not very amiable tradition, but Miss 

the roe deer, which are very httic IvDowti It is fallow deer that 
chioflj people onr pniks Red deer weie also fonnd-it Blenheim in 
Ovfordshiro, when it nas visited hj Dr Johnson, ns may be seen in 
» Boswell 

^ Sec ante, pp 21, 22, and footnote there — M 
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litrs^U tlif* f=*.*i «W' Mijx r> <1 iut>l tlt.> I'nflK-rt fi< 

jjirls nwfl liic it‘f> ! r.v?!*‘h m lit -ivlt tf Jar 

katiiv I'lir m M -f tn 

IH'tvoii flit, wa*- n fitn^bt-l IfWtj uf lit- i 

wim«, mvl fitiJi'rall) r ! .it r'Ich . l5i^{ ,. l>< #n, l‘et 

fipirovit fine* ami ijiu. nU , kr Witv It 

PIU, .v It ii.utki! th« ‘r form' an 1 ljt«» ji-niU I’lf* » f t!*i if 

}uits , and n'linlh lit urn t". l<ir f.fi' \ iiH lo Iv Grt:''tioi 
I’cihapt tlm iio-tn! , im.ntli, .'sd f«.r. Ii tl rnij^nt Iff wj j l.i.t 
tintliiti}' tniild K li-., <iti nn, i>t «i«r« *tu. !« fi • 7 >i and 
portion, thnn tlu tjt- Thtt tttri' pltc.d oMj'iu.Hj >« a 
nat tint 1 do imt nnmiidvr t<« Inva itji, ii._d nj nit 
otliiT fici wliilitir L‘ti;^*tlitt and p'srtiodairlt kits:, 

tending to an ahnimd »'nj.- , npnllj ♦ti'm'p, I'l f'i't.ti'' to 
lolonr, '•litpc, and [«< Him Imt i!k rcnii{»,f»ido |Kt'itt>in 
tlu'v <tit Mould liatt 'ih ork.l tour y-xm to tl.‘* nV.tte ttiiuot 
of nil otlii r f< nttin s or p-enbanto^^ in tlit f.iri, ttm it not 
fot oncoUurittn tiioro mn.trHWt dnt.mtii't nfti'ctinst lu*^ 
complexion tlm 1 ij m a aulTuiion tint inartlwl upon Inn- 
clicokt, of a Colour aniniuituii*' almoit^ to rsni»i''«- Pcihajo 
it intj'lii Ik no inon than nlnt Pindir in' ant k tin* 
pcov «/)ws ipctiToj tthioh Grit lint fibilt^ {’'antlilcl at 
‘ the IdfKim of tonim di.^n, and in in i.i Hulit of Into" It 
Mas not unpU ii-ino, and n Ini-lre to tbr cti’", bttt il 
added to the uccntriMit of tin. fine, and bj all etmn'fir® it 


I. -o-n,'! ,<ot rinl), prlisjo, n.fjni in lie Gnml. 

>•' /sry.V riifl li Jn tbe 

»Ua nf'.' 1'*“’''*"*' • *'>'>111 titliDtr It drimti s ) einit i'nn».i, o? 

Mil. n "11 * ' Gil»lfc>n M as n V 1 1 ( ni ndstnl ' n Umn 

lennrfAnlf”! I'Y"” ’ 'kimiini: ak.,t tT.e;i 

iVsImr t ' ''I'*' kill tts.l. I Uy ntO -i.lilK' to UJ GrwK des.y 

tl,™ ®l. ? T "■ I’O'pliJTi. I Inte beanl. runs 

( J ’’'f ■‘.f*'""*' "f loH- IS inarlilo ' tail if P.h ebouM Ik an 

nwE r.n '' l-'n'kjrj is fsrfrwn li,in^ *0 nmno.bro 

Ilmnsm is ,i L distmcmstird In tJn. Gmks and 

soti-tn Inttt Rss af ntlinit} ami cmi'nnpmmtj are <te-jMliri£> Mv 

X Ills ?nfl sL^ "'P”'”*' « 'y 'f-y-WK Mv C.rHtin, 

MorJd^ ’a/u s a«> inmli of n‘lstion«1ilj» lu tliotviili, Male 

neXr, W laosns-Bii a«r 

P , our prandrhildtrn, or more genmllt our dfwndanh 
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was vK*i:»une<il to be an colour, resuUmg from «oine 

moiie of .ipplpnjj xv proparatioii more biilliaut Ilian ronge 
Hut to us clnWron, «(» constantly aflmittod to licr toilet, it 
\m well Known to bo eulirtlj' notuml Clcnerally s]tealtjng, 
It IS not liKeh to a<!sist tlic effect of a ) ouug n ounn’s elwi inh, 
tlial slie presents any sutli variety in ber ^tylc of conutonnnee 
ns could naturally be called odd, 35ul Miss Watson, by the 
somewhat scemcal oflcct I'csnltmg from the banuonj between 
ber fine figure aud her fine countenance, tnumpbed ovci all 
that might else have been thought a blemish : and when she 
was presented at court on occasion of her iiiamnge, the king 
himself pronounced her, to fnciids of Mrs Schreibci, the 
most splendid of all the biidcs tliat had yet given lustre to 
his reign In such, cases the judgments of rustic iiiulisciplined 
tastee, lliongli marked by nanow ness, and often by in\ olim- 
tary obedience to vulgar ideals (which, for instance, makes 
them insensible to all Uie deep sanctities of beauty that sleep 
amongst the Ilaliau lanetics of the Madonna face), is not 
without its nppropnalo truth Sen ants and rustics all 
till died 111 sjmpatby with the sweet English lovdinoss of 
. Miss Smith . hut all alike acknowledged with spontaneous 
looks of homage the fine presence and finished beauty of 
Mi-’s Watson. Kaliiriilly, from the splendour with which 
they were surrounded, and the notoriety of their gieat cx- 
■jicctations — so much to dnrslc in one direction, and, on the 
other hand, somclliing for as tender a scutnuent as pity, iii 
the fact of both from so early an ago lianng been united in 
the calamity of orphanage — go where Ihej might, these young 
women drew all ejes upon thcnischcs , and, from the audible 
comiMuasons sometimes made between them, it might he 
imagined that, if ever there were a situation fitted to nourish 
ll^alslup and icalousy between two guls, hero it might he 
anticipated in daily operation But, left to themselves, the 
yeannngs of the female heart tend naturally low aids what is 
noble, and, unless where it has been tried too heavily hj'' 
artificial incitements applied to thcpiidc, I do not holicie 
that women generally are disposed to any unfriendly jealousy 
of each other Why should they 1 Almost every woman, 
when strengthened in those charms which nature has givcu 
to her by sucli as she can in many w'nj s gi\ o to herself, must 
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any oppoitunity for testifying tins reciprocal love Suitors 
Mcie flocking around- them, as rank as cormorants in a stoini 
The grim old Chancellor (one, if not both, of the young ladies 
haling been a ward in Chancerj’) had all his legal lealoiisies 
awakened on their behalf The worshipful oidei of ad^c^l- 
'Uireis miifoHvnc-hunters, at that time chiefly imported from 
Ireland, as in times more recent from Germany and other 
moustachoed paits of the Continent, could not live under 
the raking fire of Mrs Sclireiber, on the one side, ivitli her 
female tact and her knowledge of life, and of the ClianceUor, 
inth his huge discretional poiier, on the other Tliat paiti- 
cular Chancellor whom the chronology of the case bi ought 
chiefly into connexion with Miss Watson’s interests was (if 
my childish icmembrances do not greatly mislead me) the 
iracund Lord Thurlow Lovers and wooers this gnin lawyer 
legarded os the most irapeiiinent order of animals in uni- 
veisal zoology , and of these, m Miss Watson's case, he had 
a whole menagerie to tend Penelope, according to some 
schoolboy remembrance of mine, had 118 suitors These 
young ladies had almost as many Heavens ' what a cicw 
of Comus to foUow or to lead And what a suitable person 
W'as this tiuculent old lord on the w'oolsack to enact the pait 
of shepherd — Corydon, sujiposo, or Ali>hesibanis — to this 
goodly set of lambs ' How he must have admired the hero 
of the “ Odjssey,” w'ho in one way oi otliei accounted for all 
the wooers that “somed” upon Ins house, and had a leceipt 
foi their bodies from llie giavedigger of Itliaca ! But even 
tbis wily descendant of Sisyphus would have found it no 
siidi easy matter to deal ivith tlie English suitors, w ho ivere 
not thefeehlc voluptuaries of the Ionian Islands, that suffered 
theinselves to he butchered as unresistingly as sheep in the 
shambles, actually standing at one end of a banqiicting-rooin 
Ip be shot at w itli bows and airows, not liai mg pluck enough 
to make a lusli, but w'ere game men , all young, strong, neb, 
and in most cases technically “ noble ” , all, besides, contending 
for one or other of tw o prizes a thousand times better fitted 
to inspue romantic ardour than the poor withered Penelope 
One, by the way, amongst these suitors (I speak of those 
wdio addiessed hliss Watson) merits a separate comnioiiiora- 
tion, as having draiyii from Sheridan bis vei v happiest tm 





j /■<>»•(] ftU tint W nitty • ‘ftt- 

Km it of xll t)u«p ftoi't i'b*n‘''‘tt<) ri ^ A- T*“t t r.‘lj,‘{A*-vj, 
(•14c’'i y'>u of I/)t'i Oiif ‘ut r, nti t trfj !■ it ’t f/'fi** 

}*iw >1 !<».»}» M't' -.j'lt'n! t.j t5ii , Ti*’*.! l> Ui- tntr<m! tU ,.f 
\Yt>-tmiii'l‘‘f- i IJlIi iiiot\ir,iU\ Mf’-N’m}* m ft 'x* 

msjcn Kitli tilt' \ft-l Hnii.imr jm P’ t'O, > | ttir tirrix- 

tlicwlioV (iTf.’iof til t$ >«<>■•! I ’If ft* ”(i'i iti Iftt’ Jij* tA’J 
iiiw rtlkcl I^hrar-ut, vlurb aa* ttii'n .i ft i it vi ^ 

thiP lIo->piri »Ti rivi'iu |r.(l at }f» no fln '»((>' 'ftft i ' 
eon'll qiii lit I\ i o {jrimiH t. i,i ilim, Htnpiv If- or* Ui* Vs.rM 
of fiisluou nnti tli'tiiiftu'ii Ii * I '■ )e{ tint 5‘d sti-T'^f -iB 

tint <liRii»>n In ilii-c tl«« tl« t nk '•(tl mj'fstt. r ** «.»£ 

till" griAt IwVi <- cidu j\«h it’ rnsuMf*! wttli 

tli<* wunt\ of Ch*' l< r In tin* fj'-titLXit'n H *'* t Cwt tlo' 
jomij* ^ i«< ijiint I’t I r.i\‘' li i4 1 * fit ii.trt'itii' '4, Iiy liii fo’irtK 
inUn't into llio lion v ff 0>inuifi' ; lie I ml tl>'U\<Tetl i.*" 
nnidcii ‘=iKtch with lonu (fT -I , Bud livl k-f i I » ml , 

nlilj on \.moU'- nili ttjtionl trc,! lon'i on ‘“tf of It 

\ni tlmt, to tlic cxtruiii. rnriJi.* of tl*f lloi^t l.» 
naUtl Ills Rptih miUi a fioin ll-'i lo ftot 

prcH-iiUil m Hni'li'li, l<ul in ‘'>.intlt,'i;; Atuc <.'« ^ 

19 a pm 1 I 141 . 1 I (li.iliri in P. iliimoi't. lint On 'V I H 
Would not liaie l>ccn nl all mon. ftftiUin{: to Oif of 

the Hon««, had hH lonMjip tpii Ud Penue or Ttlint'a f-'MlI, 
though flit as ponu'thin^ m the ridionloj’*, lh''n' 

was an indiilornt fi-elin^ to i jouii^ uvn fn’h from ,ve:idi tun’ 
how en, w huh would not Inn, pn.>li-cts«l a tint'sr* in'intf 
the woild Eicnhodj hit hii lip^, and as jtl did '• * lawyh 
But the final issue stood on the tdge of aVirwr A ft'', an 
inflaimnahlc alinosphen', wir trunhlni},’ psinpith' tnally 
tiirough the win le excited andienre , all ilejivinh d ou ft 
iinteh heing applied to this gas whiUt jtt in lh< \0 '* "tt of 
escaping Deepest eiKnu> still prevaihd , .uul had ait} coiio 
monphee member rren to adtln^s the House in an ordinary 
busnnss keij all would hare blown oxer. t.>nh.ippilx fur 
Lord Bclgmxe, in llmt cr 1 iic. 1 l moment up rose the one 
solitiiy mail — to wit, Sltcrtdan — ^whos*, look, whoso xoice, 
wlio«e Iradilional «:haractei, formed n prologue to what wai 
eonnng^^ Here let the re.adcr tmdtrntaiiil (hat, thriiu* 4 lii>nt the 
“Iliad,’ all ppccches or commands, quo-tious or answtis, are 
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iiiti'oduccd by Hoinei iintler some pociibal foi inula Foi 
lUbtance, replies are usual!) introduced thus — 

“Jiid fiiiir ansrccring thus address’d (he soictetgn Agamemnon” , 

or, lu sonorous Gieek — 

“Ton iV ap'imeibonicnos prosci)hi kreiOn Againcnmon ” , 

or, again, according to tlio circumstances — 

"But him sternly swr\e)uig saluted tlio swift-footcd Acliilles” , 

" Ton d* ar’, npodn ulon, prosopho podns okus AcMlous ” 

This being premised, and that e^ ciy one of tlio audience, 
tliougli pretending to no Greek, yet from his schoolboy 
I'cmcmbi'ances uas ns ucll acquainted uith these formula: as 
with the Eciiptural formula of Venly, %enly, I say unto you, 
&c , Sheridan, uithout needing to bieak its force by explana- 
'tions, solemnly opened thus — 

“ Ton d’ apartcihomenos prosephi Shendamos hcros" 

Simply to have commenced Ins answer in Greek uould have 
sufliciently met the comic expectation then thrilling the 
IIouso ; but, when it haiipcned that this Gicek (so siutablo 
to the occasion) tras also the one sole morsel of Greek that 
CA’CYjbody in that assembly understood, the effect, as may bo 
supposed, was overwhelming, and wrapped the whole House 
in what might be called a fiery explosion of laughter 

]\Icantinie, ns pnzea m tlie matrimonial lottery, and 
prizes in all senses, hoth young Indies were soon earned off 
3I1SS Smith, whose expectations I never happened to hear 
estimated, married a great West India propiictor , and Miss 
Watson, who (accorduig to the popular report) u oiild succeed 
to six tliousniid a year on her twenty-first birthday, marned 
Lord Carhery Miss Watson inhciitcd also from her father 
- bomething winch would not generally be rated %ery highly — 
x'lz , a Chancery lawsuit, with the East India Company for 
defendant However, if the Company is a potent antagonist, 
thus far it is an eligible one, that, m the event of losing the 
suit, the Honourable Company is solvent , and such an 
event, after some nine or ten years’ delay, did really befall ^ 
the Company Tlie question at issue respected some docks 
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C'i''i>a.ry in^i t \f« r) ^a^^ ui i jiii i. ; in «■->' t' 

ivort^ti atf , iLiantaoia , mi la* t afi wwr r. t-. 1 t » a^tiean 
and ndin»i litin Ihil »h<' jtirmd f*>t I'n t f‘f h”* 
a irh fnt inl i’ d, tlit« L nu' jd a'-tA oat of iia-“ r> vh la\ taw 
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her gol'l'it \onlh tumul c^antoaiih into a raite for her 
nfter-lifi for I hUtci' that, ihrouali oaie o‘ead nt or 
another, tin i aia.\ir nnt 04 " in after the* h 'line r’arrnl 
wonnn To me, a« a<iie «f tiiu'a. a\ho Inl H'Own and loved 
Mwi Smith, I*id\ CnrUn ahvajs turned the nw 'ainnv 
suit, of her nature , hut to the ■world j,cntnll\ {-he nted 
a dnllnag and fonici hat ^eicrc “isjaett — ni In a \ a i ijlnoton 
that rerttd ujion pillars of mod cn and ft'ind« ll*t!ionr‘i, 
heaulj of the fir=l order, wealth, and the powir wh'ch follnv => 
wealth as at-- shadow — i.lnt conld thise do ! what hid tht\ 
done? In proportion as they had rctlled ht.atah upon her- 
self, she had found them to enfcnl a load of r<.qinn‘>ihil ty, 
md those chims upon In r she Ind hlsnus-fl to fulfil cont^i- 
eutiousU , laut else thci had onl\ pieeapaiaKd the rupture 
of such ties as had gnen sweetness to ha life 
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SECTION III —Female Siudems in Theology 

Fioiu the fuet^ theiefoie, Iliad been awaie, onHlus Msit 
to Laxton, that Ladj Carbay bad changed, and n as changing 
She had become religions, so much I knew from my sistei’s 
letlcis. And, m fact, this change had been, due to her inter- 
course with my motlia But, in ic.ality, ha premature dis- 
gust with the world would at any rate have made hei such , 
*-aiul, had any mode of monastic life existed for Protestants, I ' 
bebeve that slie would before this have entered it, supposing 
Lord Carbery to have consented People geneially would 
liave staled the case most erroneously , they would have said 
'that she w’as sinking into gloom under religious influences , 

. whereas the very contrary was the truth — viz , that, havmg 
sunk into gloomy discontent with life, and its miserable per- 
formances as contrasted wnth its promises, she sought rdicf 
and support to her woimded feelmgs from religion. 

But thd change brought with it a diflicult tnal to myself 
■ She recoiled, by natural temperament and by reftnement of 
taste, from all modes of religious enthusiasm Enthusiasm 
IS a large w ord, and m many cases I could not go along wnth 
her , hut canting of all descriptions was odious to both of us 
ahke To cultivate reli^ous knowledge m an intellectual 
waj', she very well uiideistood that die must study dmnity 
And she relied upon me for assisting her Not that she 
made the mistake of ascribing to me any knowledge on that 
subject , hut I could learn , and whatsoever I had learned, 
6he'knew,1>y oxpcnence, that I could make abundantly plain 
to her nnderslandmg Wlierever I did not understand, I was 
. fal* too tinceie to dissemble that fact Where I did nndei-' 
st^d, I could enable her to imderstand 

On the subject of theology it was not easy indeed for any- 
body, man or hoj', to he more ignorant than myself < My 
studies' in that field had been none at all Noi was this any 
subject for wonder, or (considering my age) for blitmo 
reality, to make theology into a caplivatmg study for the 
joung, It must he translated into controversial tlieology 
And in what w*ay could 'such a poleimc interest he evoked 
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cxcrjit JlMtlp J J'lU 

courtu b it'i'Sf ii-itumlh Uit'u {|i<« »rr'(,»l'»]JU «f 
ar'l li'U lutls %utl) ttif in ji'l’c a ihnrrlj ta 

Ihc o- tlio Vitfar"!, foar itrl «Jt n iS t I.kiI Ick*; 

of tntionM jirjutiUt >, ml flHl<‘r(-l ft <' h or thu 

of ilnnf:« 1<J **’ 'b ju 1>.> . is!» *, Mil <l iiUxis 

Titicithrr fwtiti^' 'llip Dj^Mibr frcifi m^ioaal tti"irrh, 
Miutlitr m or m rrairs •'“ brhbown 

«h't»n<^ii«inn}’ nh,'i<n< ojinKtio of tin* fu-'t'/r-' 
tbrtrtvh \\ljiph l3iu a ojiin.i ur li-^e tf Tlw fbrftr.u 

Mliirli pi, t/j Inti o.iii idvt n j < f iltar tiuffo’niniifo it, n\ '> 
tho* ulsiih 1 , «• <t 1 it« lionoumbl* jiolit c*^! , «i Ib'rt 

111 ? oi n uniriMoii, tlin? i!,li Iim S-, tb tuof-lj i' 

tht* ciul lii-torv of lit' c lUhln, f ir u !« * f- 'tai 5 na inolSvo 
of priiJt f>.r • i!n< n«juainii«e or 1" t iitlfi m , 

funo i* T? Ill ili\ntiii4 j.TttifMlij, coT'*'"l( 'ifjo T ly, a,,! nt 

?oiin. jicruxi-, thn^tniu-U, fro o tl.** iliMiitt,, lliat 

hi? fntlicrh hail nfhieiMl tlu'ir ‘ila'iou in the '* 

the natioinl tiolntmn 

lint, iiluUt I war unionnt of tVolo^v, n? \ nu‘l 

fcpiniU hnui-h <f tho p>ml? nm r j lannv ot ^hhh 

Ihcolr/p inO'cnlitt tmUi phUo ijihit.itol with ra^iial 

ftiiil nmloin •nic.vniojjx of t»u elf pmuptc 1 r«’S op, Unt 
iiieMlal'li from that eam» inouirtit m iiluch I to fiinl 

n motnc for dintlmt; mj tli-mpht' to ihs< law yjhjKl, I 
Minted not ?<iiiu tiling to s TV that li\e "n 

nntasonisl, or (in difmilt of Furh n viuom a' o^.iftte/ that 
nnght hn\c mniFiil n. frHiid, niorv. t-jwciall} i fntnd 'O pfi’- 
di»{>o«ul to n high c‘tiniite of mv^tlf 'li ifcily 
v.onictmics I did mon. Uiiu annro her I p^irthd lipp, olid I 
cien startled nii'-df, with di'tuictiun? that to •hi’: hour 
Ftnke me a? imifoundU jn-t, and iw nmkniahly novel Two 
out of nianj I will here rvjical.nml with the more coiifuh nro, 
lat in these two I tin he mirt of rop.vtiiij; the exact 
tfioupit® , whcieis, in vtrj nianv othti ctne?, it Mould not Ins 
so certmn that thej might n<,t have Inh'ti in'.'-tHthlv iiitKlifieil 
latm '”**'°***'* ‘^''*''’*‘^”•'1 slmdovv? from intttv onits^' i5j<ocii 

1 Lidv Carherj' one da\ told me that she could not «tc 
nnj rcasoiiahlc ground for vvlnt is Mid of Clinst, and <!«>• 
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wlicrc of Joint llte IJaptist, tliat lio opened Ins nn«sioii l»y 
preaolsing ** repentAUce ” Why “ i ftp'entntico ” ? Wliy then, 
inoro than at any other time ? Her reason for addressing 
this remarlt to me nas, that <110 faneicd there might he some 
erroi m the translation of the Greek eipression. I replied 
that, in niv opinion, (hcie nns, and that I had nijself always 
hem iint.itcd hy the entire irrelevance of the English woid, 
and hv soinelhing aeij like cant, on which the whole hiirdeii 
of the passage is throwai IIow’ was it any natni’al piaipara- 
liou foi a anst spiritual rcaolution, that men should first of 
all Acknowledge any special duty of lepentancc? The 
tepuitaiicc, if any nioacmcnt of that nature could intcl- 
ligiM} be enpposod c.illed for, shonld more naturally /oZfow 
this great revolution — which, ns yet, both m its principle 
and 111 its piiipooc, was altogethei mysterious — than hciald 
it^ or ground ik In my opinion, the Greek word mcianoia 
concealed a most profound meaning — a meaning of pro- 
digious compass — ^vvhich boro no allusion to any ideas 
whalcvor of lepentancc The mcla earned with it an em« 
“ phatio expression of its onginal idea — the idea of tmnsfer, 
of tianslation, of transformation , or, if we pielcr a Grecian 
to a Roman apparelling, the idea of a mctamorji/iosis And 
this idea, to what is it axiplicd 1 Upon w hat object is 
this idea ot spiiitual transfiguration made to hear? Simply 
upon the iwclic or -mlellcctual faculty — the faculty of 
shaping and conceiving things under then true relations 
The holy herald of Chiist, and Chnst himself the finisher 
of piophecy, made inoclanintion alike of the eanie mjsteii- 
0118 suimuons, as a baptism or rite of initiation — ^vir, Mera- 
I’oeire Ilcnceforth traiisfiguie your theory of moial tiiilh , 
the old theorj is laid aside as infinitely uisufficicnt , a new 
and spuitual revelation is established Metanoeite — con- 

leinplato inonl truth as radiating from a new ccntie: 
appiehcnd it under transfigured relations 

John the Baptist, like other earlier prophets, delivered a 
message winch, piohably enough, he did not himself more 
than dimly undei-stand, and never in its full compass of 
meaning Clirist occupied another station Not only was 
he the original Interpreter, hut he was himself the Authoi — 
Eoimder, at once, and Finisher — of that great transfiguration 

VOI. I 1 B 
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.ijiphul to t'thif', aUiuI* 1 i< nntl tl* IJ'plKl 41 jk>‘ 

tvi funmujt I'lf* t'>V’ f*‘r tuf* ntv »«'l mKinUo'j-rj' t-n tsuw 

«i]x'nuijs itn riiillf' ' cnt<' r liji hi,. ' 4) ra*' *oi til 

to hn«5t a lri’i“ri"titni,’’ i ti* nt.'l ’jint rf ttsU tpn {.itsiu 
It. 1 irU) -an alUf-'t to m 

.oh. n il ohjii t 'J'li'‘ i’ h\ fir ih** • rut h mt. i> h' r' '’t r* 1 r 5 
in Scnji’iuv Ktif xhitiii>'iij • V je n* t .t tit. 

111}* of Uit earth’*, iHniji.ji- «'!.>* the <-allm.v Kith »*f the *lua>I 

nnlo life -~r w apjirt a h jti pm. t ir t * thn i i‘r. s Ic i. * j. it V''s, 
nil tlaiii 1 ) hi>M \ir„ tin t'l’^onu'iiV'l h* iirt^teri f/ liin't^ 
Mntt'H nml intlpinn. 1 111*^111 tW la* of iifitV Inart n ‘Jcir 
toih i>f moral til*- medi.jis, all nn'^lifjtn. --ttianj* 

llio oM ones V, hit Houltl Inti I'-ut tlii<ii^»ht trf -mi i.j-ui 
phet if h: ‘.litii.hl Ime {)!.*»« 'll to {rati lus*t\^ thf ishrthl 
mt'lnnip'-, if In hul •'vil, I will nv to jt row* j-tit* <;*a**f a 
mil. .f»lta,, nml ni i. Hv «. of pnmtn*t“« ; Im 'U, I viJl i",.he 
mvi virth "ml new luitim? Ami y.'t a th'i'rwt tnnf’* 
ninrt. miful it Ma-> totiml rtali, tin Mti'liiij: » f ti ft I.a\ Fi.poa 
the ‘•pmtuil irintuti'** of tiur {va^ the fts 

from lilt iiihlirm \ih(fl into f pev r otn \n,t intn’J 
tj'lem, •ui’ffiilrr In, tint l-eti t!{> to thi* liotir.— 

tint !•>, Jiiiui^ nrlh mil tin* cvrthl’, fur it» , 

heiKi.foi\i inl iHikt i‘ itlnt i‘?,vilh live <ii«, or 

the h* in nil, fur u<= prim ipl of iiKi.'on' 

2 A ‘noml nnutk of mine i\n j**'r]i*p-v not mon. im- 
jMirt nil, hut It wi*,, oil till uhole, l» {{i-r eiKti 1 iU<l,lo fftiriJa 
the pm.uhii^ jiri'i'iiKi jid'm for, is to the jiev’ of 

iiionls mtvmiiuul hy Olni'i, f;cnLr.ill\ vjVi ik.i,i/, it i* hsi 
<hmlj nppnlumhil m iti gnat (Ijfferenti.il fe itttiis to alloii 
of Its inirai-iilou- clnracler hiingailwjnntolj apprcoiatcil . one 
ihgniiil ilhistntKiti of Mhirh i*. fimii»hc<t h\ o.vr i sjicnehw, 
*A 1 "hin* s»nie otfic ‘r«, iij h in; to imim'as 
Akhlui Kh in with the heintj of Chnsimiiity,ai ry juvlicforsli 
repeated to linn thi hoiJi I’riycr and the K*rmr>u on the 
omit, bj both of winch llic Klnn was pinfomnlly nlheloli 
and often recurred to them , bat otlicri, under the uouon of 
comtjing to Inm .1 more oimjwArtwnr mow of the tcriptnr.il 
e lies, lepialetl to him the Ten Cominindmenffi ; aUhongh, 
Mith the sole exception of Iht two fust, forhi.hlmg idohiitj ' 
.ina polytheism, Hicro is no wonl m these which couM haw" 
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’\‘«l vt .v Pa’ij'Xn, ^nd lltt'Kfott jioiluiic tlnv- ' 

of ilciwttmo inj •■tcoticl miiftik was 

tbir wlncli folUirs ‘-—WhaJ a ti'lijjimif To 
r»n''<n« It Tils in'-, <«< r ■•md «Wvc ft iiiosls' of vor-liij*. ft 
sldiift'it'f (On? ft «WM« si) wit »} j ft prtat Wly of iloc- 
Iniisl liitflto iHoi'il nnd i-jijntwftl But t«> ills' nncifTit's ^Is* 
;3ii.‘ Oml<.s jm<l J’s'inur, foi m«lAii<'o)it incitit iiotlntig of the 
hift'l A lohgTon ■ttn’s Hjujslv a «, n Op^]tTniti~, <ji mods* 
©f unnl wor-hip, 111 Mills h iKisj rnyhi Iv two ilifftmiees 
M hi the pftTsis-HlftT sleift ivlirtfiiii'i-ihesl the niotiio 
to the MisHiip, 2 A’’ to the ccrcnionml, ox mofle of con* 
{h^c'wiji; the Mor*hjii But in ro c.ih! wa^i there fo much as n 
jsretcncc of e.iintnUHiC'iting mi5 religious truth's, f «• ]i;=s aiij 
n’onil trifho The ohafitmts' error roottd in niotlern niintla 
!*, llntj sh'iihtlt"', tlio moral iiistnichon m.is hnd, ft's hemg 
hcftlhen; hnl that #iill it x\as as good ns lieathen ojvjsortmix* 
tiij allowed it to Im. Ko nudakc can lie greali’t Viorel in 
'=1 ruction liatl no CMbU'nce f\en m the plan or intention of 
the religion's «cnice. The Pagan pnost or llaxnon ncxcr 
ilrcaincii of an) function liUn that of ttachxitff as in anj Miiy 
coimi'ctssl xvitli his ofluc IB' no more niulertook to tcncli 
moral? than to ts’nch geography or s»okorj IIo taught 
nothing IVhal he nndcrtos'k nas •'iinplsi to do. xi/,, to pro 
*--1,111 rulhontalxieb (that if, mithoiircd ansi supported In 
iQxne cixil cenmmnitj , Ckninth, or Athens, or Home, xvlnch 
he repreFi nlcdl the hoiingo and gratitudo of that commuuif x 
to the i>aitkulfti tlcilj nslotvil As to morals or just opinions 
upon the rtlatioim to man of the sex oral divinitici-, all this 
xxas ri«igncd to the teaching of nature ; and for anx’ polemic 
functions tlie teaching xins resigned to the professional philo- 
sophers — acaslcmic, penpatelit, stoic, dr. By religion it 
xxfta nftvri} Ignored 

Tlio leader must do mo the fax our to fix lus attention upon 
the real (inc-siton at issue Wlial I say — xxhnt then I said to 
Lady Cnrhery — i® this , — that, by failing to notice as n dijfa- 
aiUfd feature of Clmstianity tins inxolution of a doctrinal 
part, XI e elcvata rngaui<ui to a dignitj xxluch it never 
dreamed of, Thn®, for instance, in the Blcnsniian mjsleries, 
xxhat xxas the mam business ttnnsarlcd ? I, for my j«irt, m 
liannony with my nuixcis<il thcorj on tins subject — x1/, that 
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!>« jm tlf<-'iMn ♦! In Jh i« n I’'’irvn w- 

h;^o»~ 1» pltti'i ‘ i»n'nf'3i|ii I It'^l ‘I' t!'<l '»«! ptr^- 

]K>.c f*r llu' Itij ?'«'»-*« <'T« ft »'!'»»' *r‘''finn ftft't 

of ft {'•t'M’Vit ^ \\ n*Virt'U‘t«, *m lit** C'fiftr 

xs'd.iltl J*ri t «}-it It iWt f tft' 
tniu-, utU t»^ Knti, S'! til njiticrtt ,*i{) of tip 
uml, a rmunti of iitnl>»t‘wtt, u', kn i,- 

flra‘«'l Ainl n>ip, in,irU ft lnm'lt<'^ j«*kri aft r '\\ft*'S»ui*<in, 

11 tllP of ? tip H t’oi'' iKOJit I Tivrt <>« 

tlie iftil jirofa'inil' 't 1 «iU f I't' ‘ — -t. i>* li*^ 

“ A}?1 « tj>U' U ri}» k rtU 'tirli : S 

Miicllor, 111 tho l£th clcipl**', 2J*li of 1>U 

tioii lo ft S\M*m of r t Invp li't* 

on llic ft* nnijition whi'U I om nUr wnuiviKok. tlift'- thftxj 
\\a*i n«i ri pillar ito-'uu non, im iIkiI t*onirt««iiM‘ipn, . 
<onn<»l« I \ tth tin (Jr? vim tn pto'fs! ft ‘'W 

h nnihuw <tf tVc I ln>l mlrsi'IncMl into tn*' ]ail>tic • ’tiii, ’ from 
tlio \rat m wlijcli It wni co'iilnc’s.*!, for U.n jftn-t «M *1 ! 
iul'lras the jieoiile at <ill” Th«*j ojimioir, v Ini'll OMn't!,! 
Ittllnil mill jin own ft«<?rtion 1« IaiI^ Cirl tv* lltftl' 
iclioion ftm<>n^“t till rft,ni<5r> *hi l it nlfiulo. mtjn nitun 
of Ct'remouiftl ' orsliip, a {mmjnrti' smil claUmt** w«v?* 
not bnuiitlit foiH -nl m Ctonninj U’.t I abont Uu <>*• *wol\ti 
jcaifl ij^o , wlutx »i mi, fUntrino wrr cspir* ly vti ('•(•'■t oft. Sn 
1600 — >/•, fiiiti \( ift oarUpr tlnn ntn oi Ok ' ll t3o,jmn 
wnUii liiitl tiirniil tlmir tliirti,;ht<i m tint ilirttl on. 

Ilftil 1 till ft ittlU all that oripiimlilj »m tlnr -ul’jrct 
winch for nnjn jam 1 fccntlj chnmcdi Snh tiutinllv I 
Inil, hccftmc llni jire.ftl di-Vmt\wa\ hilwci'n tilt: ifttAhrn fw 
Chrixtmnt iflon of “a nligiou ” nnd tlio iiUcicnt (or 
idcft of “ti rilipioii,’’ I h.i«l nowhere optnlj" cecu evprswed 
in woril-i. To iincclf cucln-nely I van indchtCil for it, 
Iscvcrthch'.-i, it 11 undoumhle that thn roucciiticiJi rnu't hive 
been Ion}? ago gej mnialing in the v orltl, ami porhnjii Iwatinn 
fruit This 19 past all dennl, aince, n.l«out thirteen or fonr-- 
teen jeata ago, I rend in Forac journal (a Frcnrli journal I 
think) this Btalcmcnt , vi? , tlnlFomo Oncntalpcojili' — Turk-, 
according to mj picecnt impression, but it iiught Inve been 
Arabs ^imkoftii old traditional distinct ton («o paid (he Freneli 
journal) between what thej call ** nligjonp of the book ’ and 
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all otlier religion'' Tlie leligions of the book, aecoicling to 
llieni, arc tbiee, all equally fonmlul iixKm vntlcn anrl pro- 
iluftiblc tlocninenls — ^\i/ , firet, tlic Judaic sj'stciii, resting upon 
the Pcntatouch, ol nioic tiiil}’’, I slioiihl imagino, upon the 
Law and flic Prophets ; secondly, the Cliiislian s;j*stein, rest- 
ing upon the Old and New Testaments , tliudly, the 
Mahometan system, jesting confcssedlj’^ upon the Koran 
'flic lerji moaning, therefore, of styling these systems, by siay 
of honouiablQ distinction, lehgtons of the hook, is, not that 
accidtntally they had lulUeu louclieM for their weed, 
nhfereas the others had only oral vonchci-s, but that they 
SCI orally offer to men’s acceptance a large body of philosophic 
, tintl), such as requires and presupposes a book. Wheieas the 
runoHS icligions conliadistinguishcd from these three — 
the uliolc body of Pagan idolatries — arc mere foiins of adora- 
tion addics'cd to many different dn unties, and the brief 
i-cason nby they arc csscntiallj' opposed to icligions of the 
book IS, not that thej have not, but logically that they camot 
base, books or dociuncnts, innsinnth as they ha\c no tmths 
to deliver They do not profess to teach anything nliatso- 
evei lIMint they profess, as then justifying distinction, is, 
to adore a certain deity, oi a certam collective Pantheon, 
accoi'ding to corlain old anlhon/ed forms — authon/cd, that is 
^ to say, by fixed, ancient, and oftentimes local traditions 

IVliat was the great practical mfeienco from the non dis- 
tinction which I offered? It was this that Christiamly 
(nhich included. Judaism os Its oi\n geunmal ptinciplc, and 
Islnnnsm as its oi\n adaptation to a bai barons and impoifcct 
cmhsation) earned along m ith itself its o\ni authentication , 
since, nhilsl other religious introduced men simply to cere-' 
inomcs and usages, winch could funuhli no aliment oi 
matciial for their intellect, Cluistiamty pi ended an etenial 
jmUBslra or place of exercise for tlie human undci standing 
ntali/cd by Imman aflcotioiis for every problem Mhatcior, 
intcrcolmg 16 Ibc Iranian intcUecl, provided only that it hears 
a imial aspect, iimncdialely passes into the field of religions , 
speuilation Bdigiou had thus become the gieat oigan of 
human culture Lady Carbery advanced half-way to meet 
me in these nen news, finding my credentials as a theologian 
in my earnestness and my smeenty , She herself was pain 
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stipeisctknl Sh<' 'rest»lvca, tliotefure, iinmulialcly on «i> 
?nfcgcshng it, Omt site nonltl learn Gm*k i oi, at least, that 
himlcd form of Greek %\hicli n-as lequned for the Jfew 
Testament. In llie language of Terences, duUm j/irctma— *no 
sooner 'saul than, done On ilie%ury next morning x%e alt 
rode m to SttamConl, our iioaTcsttowu fm sncli u puriioso, and 
a<JtoH»»lcd tlio hooksellcr’s apprentice by oideting four cojnci, 
of the Clarendon Pi'C'ss Gieck Te^lnnienl, three cojnes of 
Pavkhiirst’s Greek and TSughsh Let icon, and three copies of 
some graminai, but vhat I have now foigoltcn The hooks 
were to come down bj the mail-coach without delay Coti- 
sequently, wc were soon at work Lady Jlasscj and my 
Bister, not being suaUuned by the same intcicsl as Jiudj Carherv, 
eicntuall> relaxed jn their nllention But Lady Caibery 
was quite m earnest, and leiy soon hcciinie expcit in the 
original language of the 2fcir Tcslamenk 

I wished much that she should hnNo gone on to the study ^ 
of Herodotus And I destiibed to her the situation of the 
vnaciouH and mcrcuual Athenian, in the enilj pciiod of 
Pcriclca, ns repeating m its main featuics, for the great advan- 
tage of that Oiwciau Trois«art, the BiUiation of Adnin duiing 
his earliest hours in Paradise, Ininsclf being the ilcsaiber to 
the affahle archangek The same genial climate there was , 
the same liixuriation of nntiuc in her early prime , the same 
iguotance of lus owu oiigm in the tenant of this lovely 
scenerj , and the same eager desire to learn it ^ The veiy 
truth, and lucie facts of history, rciching Herodotus thiough 

t 

^ ** About ino muid I saw 
HilJ, dale, and ’ibadj uoodi, -and slum} plains, 

And liquid lapsp of murmuring streams , b} these 
Crcttlnrcs that lived and moved, and walk’d or tli w , 

Birds on the hraiiclies warhlmg ; oil Ibmgs smiled , 

AVith fragrance, and with joy mj heart o'ertlow’d 
11} self 1 then peiused, and liinh hy limh 
Survci'd, and soineliraes wont, and sometimes ran 
With supple joints, as Incl} vigour led , 

£ui leho I leas or where, or Jiom ichaf c « h « c , 

, Knew not ” — Paradtie Los(, Book Mii 

The ic?m, the vhere (m any extended sense, i c , as rcgaided the 
, exlerttal relations of lus own counlr}), and Iho from lehat e««w— all 
these were precise!} wliat the Grecian did not know, and first learned 
ftom Herodotus 
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pucIj a In?'’ of nanit/* aln'r* 'tio»*. iUtl I'lr rOtj ft ftttf of ro* 
fttirliOH { <"nri! tnsi<>-1ih!’ frot,i iro? t~i u*, 

wiulM f'ntditulh f!>s Hionl nr 

Mhob iftifti'l <<m\nro , utnioit-ili'i ? -00-5 tl<‘ n'tr "■£( 
of roinui'-.. Anti th«« ft » btj.}' lu^l, -ij (i< ' a '*- 1 f 
xolloi^r'it” , winch k- m i nsn tc 1 wjih th' »h> ci< a*. I 

]iiof< rf act"! of H( r tihijt'', i- m n diU t**' iniintd of loi 
p*> Jlion r'uUni^ fr>itu i f. >M «f jtj.nv ?nf '>*)’• n't** 


gciKi itoni'-j jn -uni 1 \ h' O'rj it Ji^li 

juj^tJih (ntit!,Ji, \ tu Iht u.lMrmjf of fvotJ'H W.luw.t 
atij 'ijolnlti'ii Ilf tij, iniSh, tli' iinn • Un I of h, ioM r*» lu 
rj'act aii'l ttrm* him jjr. i* ah *iit' r f,.r iijo .itll mnl 
the iicirvtJloM'- ^I(, niiiiiii* th»i |tii*|« f' t o ii> \ Uls i' A^fil 
Jo JKrmloiiii wa- 1 Wjnht v. \ ifc MjiK r * }!*■£; 

for Jt, i<t< nh oin luoniut r fumi in L'(i>s.,i 


istite of f.nn«. i.turiu I fanl r-rj, Avl, h> u-t'da.S, 
Ins wtlcotiii wi, 1 r<iii_h om , for, fnj»{ uiii •; to f mi frstK i 
(.arid 1 j in tin iin d fn • r\i itn, m 1 ii itnrd!^ ihiowo' ' li'‘ amt 
aiwiii hi<r ni,!.)* to I O'* ]i<r, ** Knlh'iu, n n *>ii *<r <if n Kt w 
fottmlhiiKl tio;;, MniiuhnU iNintjfnl n, Ju* (VvJo'.jtit.;, aiul 
almovi nt idmirful a, » hoj.inl, ll.i .-t J.,m un'iUiitlv > 1*1 
at a Mnnifjir comimttin^* nn ^-i.llt. ami )>«-, ,n’Mr,- Val 
great (liflicnlt) in mUiiig inni off Cirli r> Moilr-il a 

iltk .It our (Jrcik viv„h.^ , nml, n> midc t.r?n.ilr, w1 « 

Knm, lheonpn.dol,jra oftmic wJun h 

imhlh ilialtlin. or fmn !,«.}.« of tW “ Ih-vl” woula h^w . 

OLii ns tnaih nui-tin .1, and nii^hi li''\,> mott ftllh r».vaoh’'4 
our troul.lc I umtuiUd imr if w,j]t ui.Uln,* Jut I 
mew how httlc C\nU>n ^umH htvc 1 K.-l t.t 

the rehjnom molivo to Inr ln.,1.m.l) that PtrJ l»-r t mml 

1,1^1 huu mmlnhU- for llonttr, nciOur, it 

K true, would he hnsc K’on more nvmhhK' for llcroflotu^ 

hS »»ihMmit.i ofrtsh in 

evmitionj'f’ 'T’Z ® J'’’’" (‘"‘t VMv Innl of 

Tons n? "‘<''’■’‘■’'‘'>"5 I’arUmist v,th nich aa-lit'ornl 

dichonnL?)r »n« 5 {cral Aom’the Fiiunt 

0^110 topaMleh to the cenicc 

ra words would hasehcciiTi'qniicd ; and thieo, 
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Entered at tlie lale of hiciify pei' laoiu’, ■\\ould liavo occupied 
only ten days, for seven and a litdi hours each Howei er, 
from one cause or other, this plan n as never hrou^it to hear 
The picliimnary hihoiu upon the lexicon always enfoiced a 
delay , and- any ddaj’, in such case, mahes an opening for the 
uruption of a thousand unforeseen hindrances, that finally 
caiise the uhole plan to droop iusensihl3»^ The time came at 
last for leaving Laxton, and I did not see Lady Carbery again 
for nearly an entire yeai 

- - In passing through the park-gates of Laxton, on my de- 
parture northward, pouerfully, and as if “ uitli the might of 
uaters,” my mmd turned roimd to contemplate that strange 
cnlai^enicnt of my expenence which had happened to me 
^thm the last three months I had seen, and become 
faniihaily acquainted inth, a young man, who had in a 
manner died to every object around him, had died an in- 
tellectual death, and suddenly had been called back to life 
and real happmess — ^had been, in effect, raised from the dead 
— ^hy the accident of meeting a congenial female companion 
Bu!^ secondly, that very lady fiom uhose lips I first lienid 
tins lemarkable c-aso of blight and restoration, had herself 
yassbd through an equal though not a simUai blight^ and 
was now seeing earnestly, though with -what success I could 
never estimate, some similar restoration to some new mode 
of hopefid existence, through inteicoui’se with religious 
philosophy _ What last i evolutions (vast for the individual) 
11 itlnu hou narrow a circle > "^Tiat blindness to approaching 
Ciitastrophes, m the midst of uhat nearness to the light > And 
for mi self, >i\ horn aemdeut had made the silent observer of 
Uiese j changes, iias it not likely enough that I also was 
lushing forward to court and woo some fiantic mode of 
evading an endurance that by patience might haie been 
home,- or by thoughtfulness might have been disarmed ? 
Misgiijngly I iient foriiards, feeling for ever that, through 
clouds of thick darkness, I was continually neaimg a daugex, 
or lias mj'self pcTh.nps wilfully provoking a trial, before 
ulach my constitutional despondency would cause me to he 
down Avithout a stru^le 



j 1o Kirn to «i f»ltl » \jf- il *< 

iKi' \cr> k“i init K* of If irmti^ “‘llu 1 , oti*t P f -Kfi tr f. 
Ami hcuc' , it um l» , ihut in tK< niiiMl 

tin, mnuli-'K wonl /-/iffor < v-?,- um ’it miUlfi u islly Ji' 
K.irjiul (Mul he Ont tuii,’ht Ni\u m m \} c>i>nl tiutnl-) ot 
iuontli‘1 Inil iiiv HU'lvtNUixiui', F > nm* h r.'» liiitiiij, 

tlm MMt to I.l'toU 1 Itll UKl >■ -SUt llf J IHI'K’ tl|«T3« Ul> 

bv I/uh C'.irb rj for fohition® of tin* ji’^uv lUi* » l«u* 
Fcttnii; the Ftmlj of .iml tla Or»«‘k T» ’aimi.t, or fir 

buJi npproxiin ilioii-i to r^ uji, j- votiM 

furni«li, fonctl me uUo .i jt^Krinliinl tcii'iit of nil th(j 
fncultiLi ijuilu ibh> to that piir{io'e I> 3 <lv Carb* ly 1 

upon (.ailing mt hi r •* A'limribk Cnthton'’; mol tl \in-« in 


* To Uit Inn, ihaplir of ti rolUetioio’ o'’ K'^Moli I'l li , in 

tlio aiitolno^jilncil \o1nu)c In lip Qmnri j’-. own eoljf’ too < ’itM'ii ■» 
clniiter of iienrh c-unt leii^ih onMtl.'l "llin rri..r\/' K'»- r InrK IKr'c 
19 no ongiuil III < irii/,j:tnr, ro that oin r ippo it in hue l-t > 
wntlon about 1S5J Tin inrnp mtj {> <1 i,j p o tl e «",!* 

ileuct of Dc Qmiu cj ’s mother at the tiwo of hi^ rtlurn fma Xrv.lai <5 cn 1 
viiit to Liston tt w at Clitbti r, in a Iioum; Ppoi n tw ‘St Jobti’F rnor> 
41 **’ *n howiier, about half of tlw Ui iptir his iin'hitij; to ilo i Mh 
ttiis Priorj, blit concerns the juir nnrt n h lU of 11. dum.i, i » loalh, 
from 1600 to 18(U, iliinng whkh ho wii ImiuKil in :iiiich«ti’r 
Lriimnnr School, 1 hiii, Miitiinil to rtivhh the ihaptu Into two, 
tnlitliiig this jiOTtion of it ‘ At Miiocht?'tr Gniminir Sf h'Kil, ’ iml rr~ 
swing the title “Tho Pnon " for the licit t>r>rtion One isalnuist 
omigcd to this hi the ixcnllection of the specnl iniiiorlatifc of the 
aiaiiclicstcr Grammar School csjicricnco in Pc Qtmiepj's life It av-W 
e acri crtois in hts j oitlhfu] hfe, and »U“ervc3 iiiirl its Mich — M 
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\am tliat'I demuvml to tins boiioxtiiy liUfe two giouutlt. . 

jfis oiic towrcl 6 wludi 1 I'o nutunil aphUuw*? 
or pre(lii.pos5iiga(l\-3intngcs , sciAndly (\vtiiUi jnftdc lur 
aa carrjing ^^Ull xt no wnl or ciivmblc dislinclton Jhe 
epleiMlour supposed to be connected Mulli tlic atlaiiunents of 
Crichton I protcafed against as altogether iniagnjai \ . Jlon 
far that person rcall} had the nccomplTslimenta asmhed to 
him, I wtnyed as a question not MoitK investigating. Mj' 
objection conuncnccd at an earlier point*, veal oi not real, the 
acconqilishinenls were, as I in‘»i 3 tcd, inilgar and tniial 
ynlgar, that is, vhen put foraard ns cvjionents or adequate 
ctprcssions of intellectual grandeur The mIioIc ie«lcd on a 
iniscouccptiou , the limitary idea of Iciioivltdgc uas con- 
founded nith tJic infinite idea of power To liaie a quick- 
ness in copying or mhmcking other men, and in leai ning to 
do dexterously ulintt/iri/ did clumsily, ostentatiously to keep 
glittciing boforo men’s eyes a thauiiiaturgic icij^itility, such 
as that of a rope-dancer or of an Indian juggler, in iietly 
accoraplishihcuts, nas a mode of the very i ulgaiest ambition . 
One effoit of productive power, a little bot^k, for lustanw, 
nhich should impress or should agitato several succesbiic 
generations of men, even Ibongli far belon the higher clfoits 
of human cicalive art — as, for example, the “Do Iraitatione 
Clu’isti,” 01 the “ Pilgrim’s Progress,” or “ Eobinson Crusoe,” 
or “Tlio Vicar of VTakeficld " — was worth any concciiablc 
amount of attainments u hen rated as an c\ idcncc of an j (lung 
that could jiistlj denominate a man “ndmirahle” One 
' felicitous ballad of foity lines might have enthroned Cnchton 
as leally admirable, vhilst tlie pietcnsions actually put 
forward on his behuK sunplj in«sl,il him as a cleverish ox 
dexterous ape Hou ei 6 r, as Lady Carhery did not forego 
her jiurpose of causing me to shine under every angle, xt 
would hai 0 been ungrateful m me to rofiibo 1113 ' co-operalion 
with her plans, bowciei lilUc they migbt wear a face of 
promise Accoxdinglj' I suiTendcvcd myself fox tno bqurs 
daily to tbe lesions inhoisemnnship of a principal giooni iiho 
ranliCd .is a first-rate rough-ridci , and I gathered inainfold 
,expenonceB amongst the horses — so different from tbe n ild 
hard-mouthed horses at "Westport, that weie often vicious and 
somctuncs Irauicd to vice. Here, though spirited, the horses 
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ncxc j'rclSj p “itl'*, nt«i t’ll itil KfU 

Jtrol 0 ^ly ttiii lt"l i.it'ulj '<flr4 ticji 

n'^irdfil tjfnl unff'ljtp, l!nt {•s'k-^st )< 'uch t'f (j'la 

f/> ojic t w 1 ■> ■%'< *■> sSt‘ri!*V‘' 

to jiK, m fs'iiti l'» th' int> ^ I'l Itk 

idwhy*! Jiiptn* ], l»’il ovh'jttj' rv/vt'inl snx, V'»‘‘ i*i'> 6*t 

ul)|i ct «r xmm < un 'it) t lUur t! ‘t i • sWUiHr) 
]>iunlh, ui fi t, Hi iipinl* I in)* |»liV«>V v.tl t.iv xxHt'i 
pliiciu-', ~m tliort, rtJ lait uf ''nin k* tJ 
III) (imtotHoi, 1 wii rn{'i»th r.J< it{ .* nl, i»^ 

MWouiU, in whftl n/irili I mt il n*' cJ* 

KfoiL or ciiito ln<l 1 In « > tu •'ji'-lh i '‘1* «'t lU 

No luti};<-r 'in! it to im»M tJ i lionr * ■ta'i, ' fi** 

.ttUftint, tli'*U},]i c».(iin, \tt p (ntif iiitittfr of Uvf'r'-Kc'T 
hilt upon tilt fi ''oiPi }nji<J, t.hoh i. xf tj r i'.k < tiu ftt .i 
trotting pi'’! LiirvUiuih' psv? if-i , 1 , oifVp* tnv «j«ii pr* 
iujipino'. nil I iKi* {><> iilnht^ i*f n'l) htplnin. « fi>v •'•nnc* 
ji'irii to toim AWnl uio moiiih-* 'xfn.r V tMiif' 1 ■i\t mu in)' 
fnt« lutliei.nrl ihipo I !n'l n'ltiut'x'fi'l Wk. ><‘Ulu*ily Mn*! 
ili'finitnrl) fittlul jnnir»u«*ifi nyrt' I thiit t!!-* tiioj* 

imnUiil coin o, with n m-x to mx |Haliiian inl« «*'*, vii-* 
to plart uh, nt tlio M ituhi Ur iJritnuuir Pulioxl ; I't i uilb"'; 
Men to fuiiljcr iinpnixi nunl in in) clvi -kaI 1 jnmji'l' 
tiic Jititl in i*-!! 1 x\ ii n fiiiuuil flnil ii, Imt n'uipH X'ttli ft 'la't 
to oiu of tin Fcluiol <v/i('ri'iiriti,* Aniony-it t!u coutilU-s 


“ /.i/i 'ii/niTk ’ — Tliii H tin Irihlni-xl J Mim t'' lintlV r-vtV' tO*' 
if-poniliiii, to till tur t <r i" r inft of Un C"' tunot, fti'ni Jitl 
X or*l tmr'ii in itmicj, I tnlitxi, tl.c (ir'inxti tti i* /J rr , % ■ i» 


— , .. m l M • t m • ***»«»■ » I ■“ 

i»ur'inu f or btmli til nlin Ini'* 'll ri*Ut M ujh'i'i ^jUov* t 

** iv' till i’aHiK'j] r 


fincli II Imriirx Simo jnr- i...- »■<' in,-vr m mtn r»i ■ 

calKl upon Oifonl oml <’n\iul*rWp, wiUi a jiittviitriiss: nf*Hrnli, to 
itiitiniL Bomi' one or more of tlip ScoUi*:li luiuTr^ttU ‘•i-cl: 

fi>sUin8 of aliniMit for poor hUnh uU othi rx I'o cxiti> h a fn m BC'iamJ'- 
ailxiiitigon Lxiilciitly In xixn uin xn thxt tlirv In 1 crUtfl f'M. 
I'lntxnio-i lipforp Hip stxlo of cixilixxti.m in Piotlni 'I lix't n’ a-M<t anx 
optniii" for tin fiiimitiimii of poIU n.'. or nmlnitp Itfi' KnS’Hu 
burs-iriii or exhibitions fa term x hiob WnhsiHr. i ^ , M.r\ tit xr tho 
Uoio of tliu iirst lit 111 tin “Txxo ttuitli'Mcn of \,swa,’’ ‘x«, the 
iLchmcnl ospassion m L^land), vert ftx-, ninl ii>.t get i ralty, 1 Iwlto , 
c eiliiig ^10 a jcir I'liplNli x c-x tux ix ami of mote aiicienl 

» 1 ?"'^ <■«"■> i’iO to XlOO a xtXT ftarh via Oie 

aUo"0Uiei ^^''*^**'^* K'lxxtcn the Ivo ooiuttric*' , rilI)crvi.xo thtx r.gtvfltl 
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estaWisIimpnts, smltiiwl nil over England I'y tlic TiqMc 
munificence of Engl^'^lnwow Kng1i«liwomen in past 
fiencwlio«<!,for conucUing the provlncinl mn-^vitu ifie Ino 
loval nnivomties'of tlu land, tin* SfnncJH-stcr schoiA vas. , 
one ,in cfiililion lo oflior great Itwal .nlvanlagod {\ir j iwf' f 
«Jro, a fine old librarj and an ocvIpm I'-tical foan<L.dion nhuii 
in tins prc-'Cnt generation lias ftirni'lied the un{eri‘il<i foi « 
Insliopric of ^ancliester. mill it’: demciy and cbapter'i, tin:: 
noble foundation eecured « number of exbit tlioiib nl Bw^eno^e 
College, Ojdbrd, to tlvo*c pupils of tbo scbool nbo sbonld 
otndi at Mnnclicstcr for three conseentive yc'ir^ Tlir 


pecvimary amount of tbese crfnbitions bn« since then in- 
treased 'considerably tbrougb tbe accumukhou of funds 
nlucb tbo connnercial cbatactcr of tb^t great city bad caused 
to-be neglected. At tbafc time I believe cacb cxbibitiou 
yielded about forty guineas a yc.ir, and iras legally tenable 
for seven successive years. Xon, to me Ibis would bare 
offered a most seasonable advankge, bad it been resorted to 
-some two years earber ik small patrimonial inheritance 
gave to me, .as it did to cacb of my foul brolbors. etacflv 
;fil50 a year , and to eadi of my sisters exactly £100 a'yeai 
Tlie Mancliester cxlnbition o<‘ forty guineas a year w ould bai e 
raised this income for seven years to a sum close upon £200 
a year But at present I was half-way on tbo road to tbe 
complction’of my sixteenth year^ Commencing niv petiod of 
pupilage from that time, I slionld not Imve finished it until 
I bad tiaxelied balf-wny Ibrongh my nineteenth year. And 
the specific evil that already weighed upon me with a 
a^ening oppression was the premature expansion of my 
,mind, and,- as a foremost consequence intolerance of bovisb 
society’- I ought to have entered upon my triVvnuuin of 
schoolboy servitude at tbo of thirteen. As thing? were, 

a delay with wlucb I had nothing to do myself, this and the 
native character of my mind bad thromi the whole arrang.^- 
ment awry For the better half of the three years I endured 
it patiently - But it >bad at length begun to eat more cor- 


completed his sixteenth year on the l^ii of 
sentence ditcslus entry into ilanehcster Grrmnmr 
jSj ot that year. He remained in il till 




and npon myself, cuuW «!’ tbe time available for 

“^.^SS'ens.. of ft.. .ntoteUo d»h.o» (t& ' 
sncli, tvxthout e\a^eKition, it was lu ils cflects npoil ulj 
spirits) arose, and for five or six montlis steadily continued a 
consolation of tliat nature wliioU baiclly m dreams I could 
’liave anticipated ]?or'cven in dieams would it have seemed 
ifeasonable oi natural that Laxlon, wifli its entire society, 
should Uansfcx itself to Manchester 1’ Some mighty Caliph, 
or lainp-bearmg -Aladdin, might have worked such marvels , 
but else who, oi hy what machineiy 1 Nevertheless, wthout 
either Caliph or Aladdin, and by the most natural o£ mere 
hnman agencies, this change was suddenly accomplished.. 

Mr 'Wlnte, whom I have alieady had occasion to mention 
(p B5 of this \ol) .was m those days the most eminent 
surgeon hy much in the North of England He had by one 
whole geiieiationiun before the phrenologists and craniologiste 
— liavmg already measured innumerable skulls amongst the 
omnigenous seafaring population of Liverpool, illustrating all 
the races of men , and was m society a most urbane and 
pleasaht companion , On my mother’s suggestion," ho had 
been summoned to Laxton’, in the hope that he might mitigate 
the torments of Mrs. Schrciber’s malady If L am iigbt lu 
supposing to have been cancer, I iiresumc that he could 
not have added mucH to the prescriptions of the looal doctor 
And yet, on the other hand, it is a fact — so slowly did new 
views travel in those days, when scientific journals w'ere few 
and roads weie heav^— that ten years later than flus penod 
I knew a case— viz, the case of a butcher’s wife in Somerset- 
shire— who had- never enjoyed the benefit of hemlock in 
relieving the pangs of a cancerous complaint, until an 
accidcmt brought hir Hey, son to the celebrated Hey of Leeds 
into the poor woman’s' neighbourhood ’ 

AYhat might he the guaUty or the extent of that relief with 

^ How miserable De Qumcev Wiis at Kanclicster o -i ■. 

appears from a letter lio wrote to Ms mother uleadine for i!!^ 
from It after he'had heeu there more “S a jVar 
, ' person cm he happy, or even simply etisv'’ ho muI 

sitnalion which deprives him of ^ 

hbcrti,, of wigcnhbtif whih. trSnSoSm 

picture, admits of no variety 'ir-M lepteto tlio precious 
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which Jfr AVhilc was nhlo to orown the expcolations of, 
poor Mrs Schrciher, T <lo not know', Init limb' the relief 
could not haie heen imatpnaiy is certain, for ho was euw Mly 
milted to repeat his MMts, cosfh as iinavoidiilily lhr\ were 
Mrs Schieibcr did not uMde at I/avtoii Ttndeily as she 
loved Lady Carheij, it did not seem consistent with her 
dignity that she should lake a Btation tint might have been 
grosslj nnsmtci preted, and nccoidingly she bought or hired 
a niininliire kind of villa, called Tiro\ cr, distant nhoiit four 
miles from Lavton A residence in such .i lioiise, eo sad and 
silent at tins period of aflliction foi its mistress, would haie 
offered too cheerless a life to Mr White He took np Ins 
abode, therefore, at La\ton dutmg his cailiest visit , and this 
happened to coincide with that particular Msit of nn own 
during which I was initiating Ladj Carbcryinlo thcmislciits 
of New Testament Grotk AJicady as an infant T had known 
Mr White , but now, when dailj riding o\er to Tamer in 
company, and daily meeting at breakfast and dinner, wo be- 
came intimate Greatly I profited by this intinncy, and 
some part of my pleasure m the La\ton plan of migration 
to Manchester was drawni fioin the jirospcct of renewing it. 
Such a inigintion was suggested by kir White Imnsclf ,' and. 
foitunaldy lie could suggest it wiUiout oven the appeal ance of 
any meiccnary Mews IIis interest lay the other ai ay The 
laige special retimer, which it was felt but icasonable to pay 
him under ciicunistanccs so peculiar, naturally distnihed Mr, 
White , whilst the benefits of msiIs so discontmuoiis bec.amc 
more and more doubtful He proposed it, llicrefore, as a 
measure of prudence, that Mrs Schreibcr should take nj) hei 
abode m Manchester Tins counsel was adopted , and the 
en re axton party in one week struck their Kortlmmplon- 
sliire tents, dived as it were into moinentaiy daikness by a 
01 ermg journey of stages, short and few', out of consideration 
Mancheste^^^^^* ^ga^n in the gloomy streets of 

Gloomy they were at that time — mud below, smoke 

ove-— or no torch of improvement had yet explored the 
ancient habitations of tins Lancashire capital Elsowhoie 
expr^sed the incxliaustiblc admiration which I 
ciienali for the Dwral qualities, the unrn ailed energy and 
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|>er<c\CKuiice, of tbi\t iintirc Lanc^^lare population, as jet 
not uiHch alloyed ^\ull Celtic ndultcrtition. My feelings 
loieards ilicm .uotlio E.mioasMcrc eloipicntly and iiuiness- 
ively niowiHl by the Info eminent Dr Cooke Taylor, after 
an inquit) into their Mtuation. But m those days 

the ^faIlchcs^cr pvojile rciilned Iho nspiiation of the nohlo 
Scythian ; not the }>lacc it ■was lliat gloiified (hm, but they 
that gloiiCed the place, Ko great city (which Icchmcally 
it then was not, hat simply a toivn or hige village) could 
jtttBent fo repulshc an extenor ns the Manchester of that 
day. liodging" of any sort could with diiTicnlty he obtained, 
and at Inst only by breaking up tho paity Tlie poor 
fiufferuig lady, with her two fiicnds, Lady Carbery and my 
mother, hired one howsc, Lord and Lady Massey anothci, 
and two others ■were occupied by attendants — all the servants, 
oxcipt one lady’s-maid, being cicry night separated by a 
qu liter of a mile from their nustresse* To mo, howeier, 
ail these discomforts were scarcely apparent, in the pro- 
digious reiolntion for the Iwttcr which was now impressed 
upon the tenor of mj' daily life I lived m the house of 
the head-master , hut every night I had leave to adjourn for 
four or fii-e hours to the drawing-ioom of Lady Carbery’ 
Her anxiety about iU*s. Schrciber would not allow of her 
going abivad into society’, imless upon the rarest occasions 
And I, on my jiart, W’as too happy in her conversation — so 
bold, so novel, and so earnest — volnnlaiily to have missed 
any one hour of it 

Here, by llic way, let mo mention that on this occasion 
arose a case of pretended '‘iuft-hunting,*’ which I, who 
stood hj a silent observer, could not hut feel to involve a 
malicious calumny Naturally it happened that coroiieted 
carriages, siipeib horses, and numerous servants, m a town 
so uuoslcutatious and homely as tho Manchester of that 
day, drew tho public ga^e, and cCrectually advertised the 
visit of the Laxton ladies Eespect for the motive which 
had prompted this visit co-operated with admiration for the 
distmgiushcd personal qualities of Lady’ Carbery, to draw 
upon her from several leading families m the toivn such 
little services and attentions as pass naturally under a 
spontaneous law’ of couitesy between those who arc at home 

vou I ' ^ 2 0 
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nna tho’f wl'O fuft'S i.VfV'” ^rVivi'ntoc-t rf ' 

Ti'c Mnndtt *< s '^hJ Jtt'**/* fr. t ,Ih ii^vans-^js " 

Carbciy, «li'l **) 1 ft'Ji j'*'-'!, V^stH i > ulun^*' 
wlmt'oa<r of int^ tV<* firu' o( i^n .r^-.totr&’-'c ; 

pmou; iiulhtp tiM VU CVl-'T ‘.uvrj'rt'i 

Rt»fnt 30 H« uj jtnj r c^> mu t> »on.-> •prsf, ^•\*.'\ t}«=n* 

conlmlK, u*^ 111*' « 1 3tj*Tt ft ^ " 

I mil jiirMJi'it I I'ni m n il‘U tli^y vstn- Awoii^'t l*c 
fiuinlics ll.it we'v liiv. utt’iU’v to III", It' vf'-n f- 

for litr tif« lanoisi lo il '«U if t»*l< ►, 

pirtiisv f^lltnr', A.c , \\< "v Uio w'f. auA U i.}sl<x> if Mr 
Wiiitc hiiti'ilf y <>">’, o) of itir '• I 

iiic Mifc of p b'Kii'it, t'U KkI ir»l CU-ittij, iil o Ktil l<i''«iur' 
ul>h dj'-linjn’i'-bi >i lutiiHlf >u t.t»rnltu t>v tfifii*'* m-1, , 
mpMUtij ih .’.ork of TuiIoho tl>t’ Dutrtiifmi vr 
iijK>n the lloi.'f rjf tlm /fe* A,Wrt‘— a le.fk tikipl- Mr 
Itos'-oe cou'iiLn <1 " Ui'* tro i iir^ 4 V t-rk tl it li"' 1*' r* 

CM.r ajii^-irctl on a snlyutof ht,t ry 
ns Latlj Cl ijl< n Jiml \f • « ntnotij' i tip <■**».<<• of onr 
It coaid not Ih. eniijHr oil th*! 41’ «oaH I'o ftl nB »o*it»t‘As ^ 
nliout an inlroduttiou to tUc wife of »'n 1n4t rfA'!<''Wa«j 
eiinplj as sack, mid ijurl from li^r j<-t .Pisl c luJfWTsv nw. 
Those endow mcjiL’', it n tn.e— vj?., Ok 'lA''int^ a’lJ tkc 
talents of I.id> Cari< n', nnde known in 'd *141. -tti thronak ' 
Mr Wliite’s lejiorl of them, and rooilonid with tl >- Hi w- 
ledge of her gcnenjin diioiiou to 1 or di.iip fntnd, 
her elindiU from nil 'w n ii through n ]v rjinl wf Vt r\ aia«> 
months — did, and rc.i.'>oinblj im^l.t, iniixist tnanj' Man- 
cluster iHiople on her Khalf In all thn. there wa- t/dhin,? 
to he ashamed of, and, judging from what |vrsonAlU* I 
witnc'w.ed, this seems to Irac lurn the true nol'iw: and 
eMent of the “tnft-luinUng" , and 1 Inic isolucd it nt stU 
simply because there is a Imhit nlmrst imt'onal j^rowing up 
amongst us of imputing to uieh otlur ronu mole of mniivily - 
prostration before the ausloc’ncj , hnt n ith as little founna* > 
tion for the chaige gcncrallj, 1 hilieie, ns 1 mu spt’sfied 
there was in this ixirticular instance 

Mr White possessed n mnecnni — formed dm fh hy him- 
self, and originally, perhaps, dm ctcil snnpli to pfufc's'Kiiml 
objects, such as irould bnie little cliante for cugiging tlni 
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nttftntiou of females. But eutgeons and speculative phy- 
ficians, beyond all utber dassea of intelicclual men, cultivate 
t!»v nifSt enlarged and lilieml cunotil j 5 so that Sir White's 
mu'u.uni furnishwl atlractlous to an unusually largo i ancty 
of ‘i. 1 had inysclf almuly seen it , and it struck mo 

that Mn White noHld be gratified if Lady Ciirber}’’ uould 
hemlf a«k to n*o it, nhicli actonlingl) sho did, and thus 
at once remoivoil the painful feeling that he might be 
estoiting from Inr an exprc'-ston of iiiteicst 111 hts collection 
'fthich she did not really feel. 

Amongst the ohjeets ulucli ga\c a scientific interest to 
the colkction, nalnmlly I have forgotten one and all — 
first, midst, and last ; for this is one of the cases in nhich 
ue all felicitate oukcIncs upon the art and gift of forgetting , 
that art which the great Alhciunn ^ noticed as amongst the 
of human life — that gift winch, if in some rare 
rofcs It helongs only to the ixgal prerogatives of the gm\c, 
fortunately in inniiy thouainds of other cases is accorded by 
the treachery of a Ituman hraiu IIc.ivcn8 • what a curse it 
werci if oicrj chaos, whicli is stamped upon the mind hy fans 
suck as that London fair of St Bartholomew m jenrs long 
pa«t, or by the records of battles and skminshes through the 
monotonous pages of history, or by the catalogues of hbraiies 
fitretdung over a doron measured nnleo, could not be erased, 
hut arroved itself m endless files incapable of oblitcntion, 
as often ns the ejes of our human memory happened to 
throw back their gaze m that direction ' Ileaveii bo piaiscd, 

I have forgotten everything, all the earthly trophies of 
skill 01 curious research , even tho nCrolithes, that might 
possibly wt be cat tidy, but presents from some superior 
planet. IfoUimg smuives, except the hmnamtics of the 
collection, and amongst these, two only I mil molest the 
reader by noticing One of Uio tw'o was a mtmmy , the 
other was o ^Idon I, tliat had previously seen the 
mu«eum, warned Lady Oaibery of both , but much it 
mortified us, that only tho skeleton was shown. Perhaps 
the mummy was too closely connected with the peraonal 
liistory of Mr IThito for exhibition to strangers I it was 
that of a lady who had boon attended, medically for some 
t The ffnai Athenian” — Themistocles 
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^25,000 , but Wth tbis ^ lieard) iban’ 

she should be embalmed as iMrfectlv os'* tlf 

art of London and Pam coiLl resources in that 

year Mr wiuto, accompanied brtuf 
should inthdraw the veil x- ' 

placed m a comnm ^nltTwr ““i' 

glass face but a veil of T“> «s«al 

profane eyes the silent obscured from all 

«^yaelf seen, !vL f ewf I 

inexpressible an e. But nnh, ^ri*^ «pon,it"nith 

the whole of our paity we^ cast^ 
the departed fair one. Earl nr ° ^ cunosity to see 

«s with the key of the museum enticed, furmshcd* 

ducretion, but r^tricW ^ ««« 

from looking mto any antemn> ^ ^ Bluebeard) 

perfidious question wJuld harn ’ “y fear that the 

0 clock It was? and all possibll onf”®®" amongst us—nhat’ 

^y to the just fury of mfr would have given 

Carbery, as a hberTy wCj S Jt“1 ^ ^ ' 

extremity of our thimt ni excused by the torrid ' 

^der) should tIon:4 

the line of our desired f ShnS quesfaon niomg in ' 

any touch of indid^S ^ 

Momt Caucasus were hil infirmity— unless 

^would surely rdent, and “ ®^®-woIf his numc; 

^ggest. But Lady Carbery * ^ conscience must 

^endararethe “icabia^JL^y'^®/ me of the three 
^^es of Bagdad were lustifipf^^’ argued that, as the ' 
portere to kick those genr^- ^ upon a body of 
who had abused the ^ndiilanrf street being people 

» Wute d» » "f Wtahfe 

“"^«sity far i r ”ut, and had 

Zobeide had no right to ^«^*tated m fact, 

chan/^°“r » and a curiosity in 

VO ruled, 'to demand a 
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eolulioR of ■ffliat bad been so maliciously anUiUged towards 
an anguish of insuppoi table temptation Thus, ho'Re\er, it 
happened that the mummy, nho left such valuable legacies, 
and founded such bibous feiers of cunosity, was not seen by 
us ; nor even the miserable dock-case. 

Tlie mummy, therefore, was not seen , but the skdeton 
iixis Tnio nas he? It is not everyday that one makes 
the acquaintance of a skeleton , and inth regard to such a 
thing — thing, shall one say, or person ? — tliere is a favour- 
able presumption from beforehand , winch is tins — Aa he 
IS of no use, neither profitable nor ornamental, to any person 
whatever, absolutely dc trap in good society, what but dis- 
tingiushcd ment of some kind or other could mduce any 
man to interfere uith that gravitating tendency that by an 
eternal «mks is pulling him below ground ? Lodgings are 
dear in England Tnie it is that, according to the vile usage 
on the Continent, one room serves a skeleton for bedroom 
and sitting-room, neither is his evpense heavy, as regards 
wax-hghts, fire, or “bif-steck ” But still, even a skeleton is 
chargeable; and, if any difqmte should arise about his 
maintenance, the pansh will do nothing Mr White’s 
skeleton, therefore, being costly, was presumably mentonous, 
before we had seen him or heard a word m his behalf It 
was, in fact, the skeleton of an eminent robber, or perhaps 
of a murderer But I, for my part, reserved a faint nght 
of suspense. And, as to the profession of robber in those 
days exercised on the roads of England, it was a liberal 
profession, which required more accomplishments tlian either 
the bar or the pulpit, from the beriming it presumed a 
most boimtiful endowment of heroic qualifications — strength, 
health, agility, and exquisite horsemanship, intrepidity of 
tlie first order, presence of mind, comtesy, and a general 
ambidexterity of powers for facing all accidents, and for 
turning to a good account all unlooked-for contingencies 
The finest men in England, physically speaking, throughout 
the eighteenth century, the very noblest specimens of man, 
considered as an animal, were beyond a doubt the mounted 
robbers who cultivated their profession on the great leadmg 
roads — viz,, on the road from London to York (technically 
known as “the Great North Eoad”); on the road west to 
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Bitlt, pimI fhcnic to r.Xfltr ft«<t Wjiimvtli , norUi T<t»iv.wh 
from LomloH to ONfor*!, nmi t1jfnc< to Clu^^tcr; 
to TunlirHfj-c .''■outh^vfttfl" l*y ^T-t to D^\<r ; intlsmnjj 
\\csl^^^r(l^ to rorUmmitli , tinrc ••o •slill, tlTOtJ^li irilunmfv 
to Dor-'-tb'Juro anti 'WiltP Tli*"® grnt ’t'fero ftvnncvl 
onttwFOinanj Ronnn ]iro*.incp=t ntnoMuM 'jtrwohnjK Yis, 
\>nl %\jili a tltfTcn 111 . 0 , jtm v»H u\y, m Tvsjtc't of inonl Rnn* 
ciplc? CerlninU xtitli a thfT' M'r. fur tlio J<n^lt lu^h' 
wajnrnn Ind a »ort of con'"u*nc> for frrlvtta\«, conld 
not ofton Ix’ nul of Hr* Roman po\ i nwr or j‘rt»c unlor. At 
Uux monunl we ‘■t.c thit tlic op^nmK CoTgi'r of liank* 

notes la bnihant , Imt pmcl’olU it latii,ii5*'Ks, as being tw 
brilliant it iknmtnla an nrnia of talent for <'«{tra\ ittf, At, 
nliicb, wliereicr it oantj,, n piJni tent to carry n man fan, aril 
upon jmnuiplei reput'd honovinble 'Wbi tbesi ttbonbl ns 
tonrl danger and di«r«‘jnilnbiht) ? Rnt in tliftt century Ibtt 
special t lienli ivliicb led to di-linct'on upon tbe blgb rnd 
bad ofteiilimea no citcer open to tlieni cl»'wbe^’ TliO 
mounted roblwr on llie biglivnia of 7'nghnd, in an age 
'alien all gcnlkmen tniclkd vitb fireiun'', lued in an 
ekment of danger and ndvcntnmiK gi11aiH*'y ; -wlinb, eion 
from those who could baxt allon Inm nn^ portion of tbwr 
esteem, extorted eomelinas a good deil of tlieir nDUilUn^ 
ntlimmtion Ik Ur ntc* ^itiea of Ibe case, be brought into 
Ins penlons proks>-iou some bnll.ant qiialitiar — iiilTrpvJltyt 
addnss, promptitude of deu<ion , nml if to the'c he addeil 
courlcsi, and a qniit (nitut or adopted) of fpi bearing: 
gcnero«itj, he reemed almost a man that inerito'l ptiblie 
enconragement since vtn plniixihly it might In? eignsd 
that liiB profession was sure to exist J that, if lio arere 
lenioied, a successor Mould mcntablr arise, a’ld that 
successor might or might not carry tho jsamo lilwral and 
luunaniring tempci into his praeUcc, The man Mhoso 
skeleton uas non before us lind ranked mnong't the 
clmalions of his order, and vas regarded by some iieoplc as 
^ndicatmg the national honour in a point nlicre not s cry 
long before it had sutTcred a transient eclipse In tha 
preceding generation, it had been felt ns throning a shade 
M disgrace over tho public honour, ibnt the championship of 
hingland upon the high road fell for a time into Fitncb 
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ialids upon Frencli' pro-\vess Tested tlie burden of !&iglisa 
, honour, or,, m 'Gallic phrase, of English glmj _ Claude 
JDaval, a Erenchinau of undeniable courage, handsome, and 
noted ior his , chivalrous devotion -to ■women, had been 
honoured, on his condemnation to the gallows, by the tears 
of 'many ladies who attended his trial, ajid by their 
sympathizing visits during his imprisonment But the 
robber represented by the skeleton in Mr "White’s museum 
(whom let us call ’X, since his true name has, penshed), 
added toAhe same heroic quahfara a person far more superb 
Still it was a dreadhil drawback from his pretensions, of he* 
^ had really practised as a murderer Upon what ground did 
that suspcion arise ? In candour (for candour is due even 
to a skeleton) it ought to be mentioned that the charge, if 
' it amounted to so much, arose with a lady from some part 
of ClieShire — the district of Knutsford, I believe , — but, 

' wherever it was, in the same district, durmg the latter 
' part of his career, had resided our X At first he was not 
suspected even as a'robber — as yet not so much as suspected 
'Of being suspicious; in a simple rustic neighbourhood, 
amongst' good-natured peasants, for a long time he was 
regarded with simple curiosity, rather than suspicion and 
> even tlie curiosity pointed to his horse more than to him'sdf 
The robber had made himself popular amongst the kind- 
hearted rustics by his general courtesy. Courtesy and the 


spirit of neighbourhncss go a great way amongst country 
people , and the worst construction of the case ivas, that he ' 
-might he an embarrassed gentleman from Manchester or 
' Liverpool, hiding himself from his 'creditors, who are 
.notonoudy a -very immoral class of people At length, 
f however, a violent suspicion broke loose against him , for it 
■was ascertained that on certain nights, when perhaps he had 
«rfra motives for conceabng the fact of having been abroad, 
he drew woollen stockings over his horse’s feet, with the 
purpose of deadeumg the sound lu riding np a hrick-paved 
enliy, common to his oivn stable and that of a respectable- 
neighbour - Thus far there was a reasonable foundation laid, 
lor ^icion- but suspicion of what? Because a man 
attends to the darning of his horse’s stockings, why must he 
he meditotmu nuitder ? The fact is-rand known from the 
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very first to a select party of amateurs — that X, oiu* superb 
looking skeleton, did, about tbrce o’clock on a rainy Wednes- 
day morning, in tbe dead of ■« inter, ride silently out of 
Knutsford ; and about forty-ciglit hours aftenrarfs, on a 
rainy Fnday, silently and softly did that same superb blood-' 
horse, carrjing that same blood- man — viz, our fhend the 
superb skeleton — ^pace up the quiet bnck entry, in a neat 
pair of socks, on his retum 

During that mtenal of forty -eight hours, an atrocious 
minder uas committed in the ancient city of Bristol By' 
whom ? That question is to this day unanswered The 
scene of it was a house on the west side of the College 
Green , which is in fact that same quadmngle, planted with 
trees, and having on its southern side the Bristol Cathedral, 


up and down uhich, eaily in the reign of George III, Ohat- 
terton walked in jubilant spirits with fair young women of 
Bristol, up and down which, some thirty years later, Robert 
Southey and S T C w nlkcd with young Bristol belles from 
a later generation The subjects of the murder were aii 
elderly lady, bearing some such name as Rusborough, and 
her female servant* Mystery there was none as to the 
motive of the murder — manifestly it was a hoard of money 
that had attracted the assassin but there was great per- 
plexity ns to the agent oi agents concerned in the atiocious 
act, and as to the mode by which an entrance, under the' 
taown precautions of the lady, could have been effected 
Because a thoroughbred horse could easily have accomplished 
the distance to and fro (say 300 miles) within the forty- 
eight hours, and because the two extreme dates of this forty- 
wg lours absence tallied with the reqiusitions of the 
Bristol trapdy It did not follow that X must have had a 

these coincidences then been 
linii 1 ^ould certainly — ^now that strong suspicions 

Lti cxtraordinaiy chai- 

invprf, nocUirnal precautions — ^not have passed without 
S ni!! “ remoteness of Bnstol, and the rarity 

caused these indications to pas 
Knutsford V Knutsford highwayman , 

le e earliei grounds of suspicion against X were 
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not viewed ns snck by anybody, vmlil they came to be com- 
bined n itb another and final ground Then the presumptions 
seemed conclusive But by that time X himself had been 
executed fox a robbery, had been manufactured into a skeleton 
by the famous surgeon, Ctuicksbank,^ assisted by Mr White 
'and other pupils All interest in the case had subsided in 
Knutsford tliat could now have cleared up tlie case satisfac- 
torily and thus it happened that to this day the nddle, 
which was read pretty decisively in a northern county, still 
remains a riddle in tlie south Wlien I saw the College 
►Green house in 1809-10, it was apparently empty, and, as 
1 was told, had aluays been empty since the murder forly 
years had not cicatrized the bloody remembrance , and, to 
this day, peihaps, it remains amongst the gloomy traditions 
of Bnstol 

But uhetber tlie Bristol house has or has not shaken olF 
that odour of blood uhich offended the nostnls of tenants, it 
-IS, I believe, certain that the city annals hai e not shaken off 
the mystery uluch yet to certain people in Knntsford, ns 
I hai'c said, and to us the spectators of the skeleton, im- 
mediately upon hearing one dnmnmg fact from the lips of 
Mr Wliite, seemed to melt away and evaporate as convinc- 
ingly as if we had heard the explanation issuing m the terms 
of, a confession from the month of the skeleton itself iniat, 
then, liras the fact ? With pain, and reluctantly, we felt its 
force, as we looked at the royal skeleton, and reflected on the 
many evidences which he had given of courage, and perhaps 
of other noble qualities The ugly fact was this — In a few 
weeks after the College Green tragedy, Knutsford, and the 
\shole neighhourhood as far as Warrington (the half-uay 
town betu'cen Liverpool and Manchestei), were deluged with 
gold and silver coins, raoidorcs and dollars, from the Spanish 
mint of Mexico, &c. These, during the frequent scarcities 
of English silver currency, were notoriously current in 
England Now, it is tca nnliappy fact, and subsequently 
became known to tlie Bristol and Iiondon police, that a con- 
siderable part of poor Mrs. Rnsborougli’s treasure lay in such 
coins, gold and silver, from the Spanish colonial mmts 

Lady Carbeiy at this penod made an effort to teach me 

t William Crmeksliank, aaatoimst, liorn 1746, cHed 1800 — M. 
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Hebrew, by way of repaying in hind my pains in teaching 
Greek to her TiVhere, and npon wbat motive she bad her- 
self begun to learn Hebrew, I forget : but in Mandiester 
she had resumed this study with energy on a casual impulse 
derived from a certam Dr Bailey, a clergyman of tins city 
who had published a Hebrew Grammar The doctor was the 
most unworldly and guileless of men. Amongst his ortho- 
dox brethren he was reputed a '‘Methodist”, and not 
without reason , for some of his Low-Church views he pushed 
mto practical extravagances that looked like fanaticism, or 
even like insanity Lady Carbery wished naturally to testify 
her gratitude for his sennees by various splendid presents 
but nothing would the good doctor accept, unless it assumed 
a shape that might be available for the service of the paupers 
amongst his congregation. The Hebrew studies howev^, 
notwithstanding the personal assistance which we drew from 
the kindness of Dr Bailey, langmshed. For this there were 
several reasons , but it was enough that the systematic 
vagueness m the pronunciation of this, as of the other 
oriental languages, disgusted both of us A nord which 
could not be pronounced with any certamty was not in a 
true sense possessed Let it be understood, however, that it 
was not the correct and origmal pronunaation that we cared 
for — that has perished probably beyond recall even in the 
case of Greek, in spite of the Asiatic and the Insular Greeks ; 
what we demanded in vam was any pronunciation whatever 
that should be articulate, apprehensible, and intercommuni- 
cable, such as might differentiate the words whereas a s} stem 
of mere vowels too inadequately strengthened by consonants, 
seemed to leave all words pretty nearly alike. One day, in 
a pause of languor amongst these and Hebrew studies, I read 
to her with a beatmg heart “ The Ancient Marmer ” It had 
been first published in 1798 , and about this time (1801) 
was repubhsbed the first two-vdnme edition of “ The Lyrical 
Ballads” Well I knew Lady Carbery’s constitutional in- 
aptitude for poetiy , and not for the world w ould I have 
sought sympathy from her or from anybody else upon that 
part of the L B which belonged to Wordsworth But J 
fancied that the wddness of this tale, and the tnple majesties 
of Solitude, of Mist, and of the Ancient Unknown Sea, 
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might have -won her mto relenting , and, in fact^ she listened 
ivith grantj* and deep attention. But, on reviewing after- 
wards in coni ersation such pas'ages as she happened to 
remember, she laughed at the finest parts, and shocked me 
bj- calling tlie manner himself “an old quiz", protesting 
that the latter part of his homily to the wedding-guest 
cleaily pointed him out as tlie very man meant by Provi- 
dence for a stipendiaiy curate to the good Dr Bailey in his 
01 ercrow ded church ^ With an albatross perched on his 
shoulder, and who might be introduced to tlie congregation 
as the immediate organ of his conversion, and supported by 
the dromng of a bassoon, she represented the manner 
lecturmg to advantage in English , the doctor oierhead in 
the pulpit enforemg it m Hebrew Angry I was, though 
forced to laugh But of what use is anger or argument in a 
duel with, female criticism ? Our ponderous masculine wits 
are no match, for the mercurial fnnqr of women Once, 
however, I had a triumph to my great surpnse, one day, 
she suddenly repeated by heart, to Dr Bailey, the beautiful 
passage — 

“It c&nsed, yet still the s-nls undo on,” A.c , 

asking what he thought of ihat ? As it happened, the simple 
childlike doctoi had more soisibilitj' tiian herself, for, 
though he had never in his whole homely life read more of 
poetry than he had drank of Tokay or Constanba — fact, 
had scarcely heard tell of any poetry but Watts’s Hymns — ^lie 
seemed petnfied and at last, with a deep sigh, as if re- 
covering from the spasms of a new birth, said, “ I never heard 
anytliing so beautiful in my whole hfe ’’ 

During the long stay of tlie Laiton party in Manchester 
occurred a Christmas, and at Christmas — that is, at the 
approach of this great Christian festival — so properly sub- 
stituted m England for the Pagan festival of January and 
the Hew Year, there was, according to ancient usag<^ on the 
breaking up for the holidays at the Grammar School, a 
solemn celebration of the season by public speeches. Among 
the SIS speaker^ I, of course (as one of the three boys who 
composed the head class), held a distmguished place , and it 

* St James’s, according to my present recollection. 



806 


ATJTOBIOGRAraY 


followed, also as a matter of course, tliat all my fnends 
congregated on tins occasion to do me honour "What I had 
to recite was a copy of Latin verses (Alcaics) on the recent 
conguest of Malta Mehte JJntannis SuhacUt — this was the 
title of my worshipful nonsense The whole strength of the 
Lavton party had mustered on tins occasion Lady Garhery 
made a point of bringing m her party every creature 
whom she could influence And, probably, theie were in 
that crowded audience many old Manchester fnends of my 
father, loving Ins memory, and thinking to honour it by 
kindness to his son I'nnous, at any ratci was the applause 
which greeted me furious was my own disgust. Frantic 
were tlie clamours as I concluded my nonsense frantic was 
my inner sense of shame at the childish evhihition to which, 
unavoidably, I was making myself a party Lady Oaibery 
had, at first, directed towards me occasional glances, ex- 
pressing a coraio sympathy with the thoughts which slie 
supposed to he occupying my mind But these glances 
ceased , and 1 was recalled, by tlie gloomy sadness in her 
altered countenance, to some sense of my own extravagant 
and disproportionate frenzy on tins occasion * from the in- 
dulgent kindness with which she honoured me, her counte- 
nance on this occasion became a mirror to my oum At‘ 
mght she assured me, when talking over the case, that she 
had never witnessed an expression of snch settled misery, 
and also (so she fancied) of misanthropy, as Uiat which 
darkened my countenance in those momenta of apparent 
public triumph, no matter how tnvial the occasion, and 
amidst an uproar of fnendly felicitation I look back to 
that state of mind as almost a criminal reproach to myself, 
if it were not for the facts of the case But, in excuse for 
myself, this fact, above all others, ought to he mentioned— 
that, over and above the lolling oppression to my too 
sensitive system of the monotonous school tasks, and the 
ruinous iiaut of exercise, I had fallen under medical advice 
the most misleadmg that it is possible to imagine The 
physician and the surgeon of my family were men too emi- 
nent, it seemed to me, and, consequently, with tune too 
notoriously hearing a high pecuniary value, for any school- 
boy to detain them with complaints Under these oucum*’ 
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stances, I llitcw mjfcelf foi aid, m a case so simple that any 
cleicr boy m a druggist's shop irould have kiioiin how to 
treat it, upon the advice of an old, old apothecaiy, iiho had full 
authoritj from my guardian to run up a most furious account 
against me for mcdicmc. This being the legular mode of pay- 
ment, inevitably, and unconsciously, he was biassed to a mode 
of treatment — ^viz., by drastic medicmes varied without end — 
which fearfully eiasperated the complaint. This complamt, 
as I non know, nas the simplest possible derangement of 
the 111 cr, a torpor m its action that might have been put to 
rights m three days In fact, one n eelc’s pedestrian trai el- 
ling amongst the Cacrnan'onshirc mountains effected a 
roi elution in my health such ns left me nothing to com- 
plain of 

An odd thing happened by the mcicst accident I, when 
nly Alcaics had run donn their foolish lariim, uistcad of 
resuming my ofTicinl place as one of the tiinity who composed 
the head class, took a seat hj the side of Lady Caihery, On 
the other side of her iiaa seated a stianger , and this stranger, 
iilioin mere chance had thrown next to her, was Lord Belgiave, 
her old, and at one time (as some people fancied) favoured 
suitor In this there was nothing at all extraordinaiy 
Lord Grey de Wilton, an old alumnus of this Manchester 
Grammai School, and an alumnus during the early reign of 
tins same Archididascahio, made a point of showing honour 
to his ancient tutor, especially now when reputed to he 
decaying , and with the same view he brought Lord Bel- 
gra\ e, who had become his son-in-law’ after lus rejection hy 
Lady Caibery The whole was a lery natural accident. 
But Lady Carhery was not sufficiently bronzed by worldly 
habits to treat this accident with nonchalance, die did not to 
the piilhc eye betray any embarrassment , hut afterwards she 
told me tliat no incident could have been more distressing to 
her 

Some months aftei this, the Lavton party quitted Man- 
chester, having no further motive for slaying Mrs Schreiher 
was now confessedly dying , medical skill could do no more 
for her, and, this being so, there w-as no reason why she 
should continue to exchange her own qmet little Eutland- 
shu-e cottage for the discomforts of smoky lodgings Lady 
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Carbery rehred like some golden pageant amongst tke clouds; 
thick darkness succeeded , the ancient toipor re-established 
itsdf, and my health grew distressingly worse. Then it 
was, after dreadful self-conflicts, that I took the unhappy, . 
resolution of which the results are recorded in the “ Opium 
Confessions At this point, the reader must understand, 
comes in that chapter of my Me , and, for all which concerns 
that dehnous penod, I refer him to those “Confessions” 
Some anxiety I had on leaving Manchester, lest my mother 
should suffer too much from this rash stej) , and on that ini- , 
pulse I altered the direction of my wanderings , not going 
(as I had originally planned) to the Enghsh Lakes, but 
mnViTig first of aU for St John’s Priory, Chester, at that 
time my mother’s residence There I found my maternal 
uncle, Captain Penson, of the Bengal establishment, just 
recently come home on a two years’ leave of absence , and 
there I had an interview with my mother By a temporary 
oriangement I received a weeldy allonance, which would 
have enabled me to hve in any district of Wales, either 
North or South , for Wales, both North and South, is (or at 
any rate was) a land of exemplary cheapness For instance, 
at Talyllyn, m Menonethshire, or anywhere off the Ime of 
tourists, I and a heutenant in our English navy paid six-, 
pence uniformly for a handsome dinner , sixpence, I mean, 
apiece But two months later came a golden blockhead, who 
instructed the people that it was “ sinful ” to charge less than 
three shilhnga In Wales, meantime, I suffered griovoudy 
from want of books , and, fancymg, in my profound ignor- 
ance of the world, that I could borrow money upon my own 
expectations, or, at least, that I could do so with the joint 
security of Lord Westpoit (now Earl of Altamont, upon his 
father’s elevation to the Marquisate of Sligo), 2 or (failing that) 
with the security of his amiable and feiendly cousin, the 
Earl of Desart, I had the unpardonable folly to quit the 
deep tranquilhties of North Wales, for the uproars, and 

^ The resolution of mnning away from the Mmehester Grammar 
School , -which he did one July morning in 1802 — 31 

® The Earl of Altamont -was created Marquis of Sligo 29ih. 
i)eceml)er 1800 , from which datcj accordingly, De Qumcfey's young 
fnend. Lord IVestport, had been hy courtes> Earl of Altamont — M 
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pctile, and the certain nnseries of Loudon. I had horrowed 
ten gmncas from Lady Carhery, and at that time, when 
niy purpose was knomi to nobodj, I might Lare borrowed 
any sum I pleased But I could ne\ er agam avail myself of 
that resource, because I must ha\o given some address, in 
Ol^3cr to insure the receipt of Lady Carberj’’s ansner, and m 
that case, so sternly conscientious nas she that, under the 
notion of eai mg me from nnn, my address would have been 
imraedialely communicated to my guardian^ and by them 
would liaic been confided to the unn\ ailed detective talent^ 
m those dnj-s, of Townsend, or some other Bow Street 
officer.^ 

^ At tint point the reader has to imagine that wonderful plunge of 
young De Quincey into London after liia ingrancy in Wales, and those 
miseries of liis months of sKnlking and semi-starration in London, the 
ston of v%lii< li i> told in the OoiifesstOKs, and iihich carrj him out of 
1802 into ISOS— M 
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3JHE PRIOKY, CHESTER^ 

. j i ^ I' 

XHAT episoue, or impassioned parenthesis, in toy life -wJncliis - 
comprehended m “ The Confessions of an Opium-Eater ” had 
finished suppose it over and gone, and once more, after the 
storms of London, suppose me resting from my dreadful 
lemembrances in the deep monaatie tranguilhty of St John’s 
Pnory , and just then, hy accident, mth no associates except 
my mother and my uncle What vras the Pnory like i 
Was it young or old, handsome or plam ? Wliat was my 
uncle the captain like 1 Young or old, handsome or phun 1 
Wait a htlle, my reader , give me time, and I will tell you 
all My unde’s leave of absence from India had not ex- 
pired , m fact, it had nme or ten months still to run , and 
this accident furmshed us alluith an opportumty of wit- 
nessmg his preternaturalactivily One mornmg early m Apnl 
of the year 1803, a gentleman called at the Pnory, and 
mentioned, as the news of the morning brought doum by the 
London mail, that there had been a very hot and very 
sudden “ press ” along the Thames, and simultaneously at the 
outports Indeed, before this, the spiteful tone of Sebastiani’s 
Report, together wth the arrogant comment in the 

^ Sec footnote, ante,p 878 This concluding cliapter of the \ olnmehns 
a special interest from the fact that it tells us more abont Do Quiucey's , 
mother than -wo have heai4 heretofore As lu the first chapter ho 
sketched chiefly his father, the Manchester mercliant, "who died in 1793 
at the age of forty, so in this conduding chapter he describes for us 
his mother os she had lived in vanons parts of Dngland since then, and as 
she was in 1803, the tenth year of her ividowhood — 
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“ ]\roniteiU‘ ” on tlio supposed jnabihly of Great Bntam to 
contend “single-handed” with France^ and, finally, the 
public brutality to our ambassador, had prepared us all for 
war Blit, then, might not all this blow oier ? Ifo apart 
from any choice or preference of war on the part of Napoleon, 
his very existence depended upon war He Ined by and 
_ through the army Without a succession of wars and martial 
glories in reserire for the army, n hat interest had they in 
Napoleon ? This was obscurely aclcnowlcdged by everybody 
Afore or less consciously perceived, a feeling deep and strong 
ran through the nation, that it was vam to seek expedients 
or delays , a mighty strife had to be fought out, which could 
not be eiadcd Thence it was that the volimteer system 
W'.is so rapidly and earnestly developed As a first stage m 
the process of national enthusiasm, this was invaluable The 
first impulse diew’ out the matenal Next, as might have 
been foreseen, came an experience which taught us seasonably 
that these redundant materials, crude and miscellaneous, re- 
quired a winnowing and sifting, which very soon we had, 
and the result was — an incomparable militia Chester shone 
conspicuously in this noble competition But here, ns else- 
where, at first there was no cavalry Upon that arose a knot 
of gentlemen, chiefly those who hunted, and in a very few 
honm laid the foundation of a small cavalry force. Three 
troops w'ere raised in the city of Cliester — one of the three 
being given to my uncle. Ilie whole were under the com- 
mand of Colonel Dod, who had a landed estate in the county, 
and who (hke my uncle) had been in India But Colonel 
Dod and -the captains of the two other troops gave compara- 
tn ely little aid Tlie whole working activities of the system 
rested w ith mj' uncla Then first I saw energy , then first I 
kneu what it meant All the officers of the three troops ex- 
changed dinner parties with each other , and consequently 
they dmed at the Pnoi^* often enoiigli to make us acquainted 
with their characteristic qualities That period had not yet 
passed an ay, though it was already passing, when gentlemen 
did not willingly leave the dinner -table m a state of absolute 
sobriety Colonel Dod and my unde had learned in Bengal, 
under the coercion of the climate, habits of temperance. 
But the others (though few-, perhaps, might be systematic 
Toil. I 2 d 
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dnnlrers) w ere careless in tins respect, and drnnl: nnder social 
excitement qnite enongli to lay liarc the ruling tendencies of 
their several characters Being English, naturally the 
majority "were energetic, and beyond all things despised 
dreaming /(OTTKJhns (such, for instance, as ive find the politi- 
cians, or men the conqiirators, of Italy, Spain, and Germany, 
vhose whole power of action evaporates in talking, and his- 
trionically gesticulating). Yet still the best of them seemed 
inert by comparison mth my uncle, and to regard 7iw stand- 
ard of action and exertion as trespassing to a needless degree 
upon ordinary human comfort 

Commonplace, meantime, my uncle was in the character 
of his intellect there he fell a thousand leagues below my 
mother, to whom he looked up with affectionate astonish- 
ment But, as a man of action, he ran so far ahead of men 
generally, that he ceased to impress one as coimnonplace 
He, if any man ever did, realized the Boman poet’s descrip- 
tion of being ncUxis rebus agendxs — sent into this world not for 
talking, but for doing , not for counsel, but for execution 
On that field he was a portentous man — a monster , and, 
viewing him as such, I am disposed to concede a few word8> 
to what modem slang denommates Ins " antecedents.” 

Two brothers and one sister — viz , my mother — composed 
the household choir of children gatlienng round the hearth 
of my maternal grandparents, w’hose name w^as PensoiL 
My grandfather at one time held an office xmder the king , 
how named, I once heard, but have forgotten, only this I 
remember, that it w’as an office which conferred the title of 
Esquire, so that upon each and all of his seveial coffins — 
lead, oak, mahogany — ^he was entitled to proclaim huuselfan 
Armiger , which, observe, is the new^est — oldest — ^most classic 
mode of saying that one is privileged to bear arms'in a sense 
mtelligible only to the Heralds’ College This Armiger, this 
undeniable Squire, w’as doubly distinguished first, by his 
iron constitution and impregnable health , which were of 
such quabty, and, like the sword of Michael, the wamor- 
augel (“ Paradise Lost,” B vi.), had “from tlie armoury of 
God been given him tempered so,” that no insurance- office", 
traffickmg m life-annuities, would have ventured to look him 
in the face People thought him good, like a cat, for eight 
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or nine geneiations , nor did any man perceive at wliat 
avenue death could find, or disease could force, a practicable 
breach , and yet, such anchorage have all human hopes, in 
the very midst of these windy anticipations, this same gramte 
grandiiapa of mine, not yet \cry far ahead of sixty— being, 
in fact^ threescore years and none — suddenly struck his flag, 
and found himself, in Ins iirivileged character of Armger, 
needing those door (coffin-door) plates which all reasonable 
people had supposed to be reserved for the manufacturing 
hands of some remote centuiy “Aimtger, padi up your 
traps” — “CoHige sarcinas” — "Squire, you’re wanted” 
these dreadful citations were inevitable , come they must , 
but surely, as everybody thoughtj not in the eighteenth, or, 
perhaps, even the nineteenth century Dits ahter visim 
My grandfather, built for an JEonian duration, did not come 
within hail of myself , whilst Ins gentle partner, my grand- 
mother, who made no show of extra longevity, lived doivn 
into my period, and had the benefit of my acquaintance 
through half a dozen years If she turned this piece of good 
fortune to no great practical account, that (you know) was no 
fault of mine Doubtless, I was ready with my advice, 
freely and gratiutously, if she had condescended to ask for it 
Bctumiiig to my grandfather the other distinguishing en- 
dowment, by wliidi he uas so favourably known and remem- 
bered amongst his friends, was the magical versatility of his 
talents, and Ins power of self-accommodation to all humours, 
tempers, and ages 

“ Omnis Anstippum dccuit color, et status, et res ” 

And in allusion to this line from Horace it was, that amongst 
his literary fnends he was known familiarly b}"^ the name of 
Aristippus His sons, Edward and Tliomas, resembled him, 
by all accounts, m notlung , neither physically, nor in moral 
versatility These two sons of the Squire, Edward and 
Thomas, through some traditional prejudice in the family, 
had always directed their views to the mihtary profession 
In such a case, the King’s army is naturally that to which a 
young man’s expectations turn But to wait, and after all 
by possibility to wait in vain, did not suit my fiery grand- 
father The interest which he could put into motion was 
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considerable , but it was more applicable to tlicsemce’of tlio 
East India Corapatij than to any branch of the Home Scr- 
Mcc. This interest was so eacrted, that in one day he ob- 
tained a lieutenantcy in the Company’s sernce for cacb of his 
sons About l^SO or 1781, both -voung men, aged severally 
sixteen and seventeen years, u-ent out to join then regiments 
— both regiments being oii the Bengal establishment Veiy 
different were their fates, yet their qualifications ought to 
have been the same, or diffenng only as sixteen differs from 
seventeen, and also as sixteen overflovnng xntli levity diffeis 
from seventeen prematurely thoughtfuL Edward Penson was 
early noticed for bis high principle, for his heniguity, and for 
a thoughtfulness somewhat sorrowful, that seemed to have 
caught in childhood some fugitiie ghrapsoofhis mvn too bnef 
career At noonday, in some part of Bengal, he went out 
of doors hareheaded, and died in a few hours 

In 1800-1801, my mother had become dissatisfied with 
Bath as a residence , and, hemg free from all ties connectmg 
her with any one county of England rather than another, 
she resolved to traverse the most attractive parts of the 
island, and upon personal inspection to select a home , not a ' 
ready-huilt home, but the ground on which die might herself 
create one , for it happened that amongst the few infirmities 
besetting mj mother’s habits and constitution of mind was 
the costly one of seeking her chief intellectual excitement in< 
architectural cieations She individually might he said to 
have built Greenliay , since to her views of domestic elegance 
and propriety my father had resigned almost everySiing 
This was her coup tPessat, secondly, she built the complement 
to the Pnory in Cheshire, which cost about £1000 , thirdly, 
"Westbay, in Someisetsbire, about tivdve miles from Bristol, , 
which, including the land attached to the house, cost 
£ 12 ,S 00 — ^not including subsequent additions , bat<this was^ 
built at the cost of my uncle , finally, Weston Bea, close to 
Bath, which, beii^ designed sunplj’ for herself m old a^, 
with a moderate estabhshment of four servants (and some 
reasonable provision of accommodations for a few visitors), 
cost ongmally, I beheve, not more than £1000 — excluding, 
however, the cost of all after alterations It, may serve to 

show how inevitably an amateur architect, without pro- 
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fessional aid and counsel, ivill be defrauded, that the jBrst of 
these bouses, whicb cost ^6000, sold for no more than 
£2500, and the third for no more than ^5000 The 
person vflio supenntended the workmen, and had the whole 
liractical luanngenient of one amongst these four houses, was 
a common builder, without capital or education, and the 
greatest l£na\e that personally I have known It may illus- 
trate the way in ivhich lady aichitects, witliout professional 
aid, are aiid ever will be defrauded, that, after all was 
finished, and the entire w oodwoik was to be measmed and 
t alucd, each pai’ty, of course, needing to bo represented by a 
professional agent, naturally the knavish builder was ready 
at carhcst dawn with 7iis agent, but, as legarded my mother’s 
interest, the task of engagmg such an agent had been confided 
to a neighbouring clergyman, “ evangehcal,” of course, and a 
humble sycophant of Hannah More, but otherwise the most 
helpless of human beings — baptized or infidel He con- 
tented himself "With instructing a young gentleman, aged 
about fifteen, to take his pony and ndo over to a distant 
cathedral toivn, which was honoured by the abode of a 
virtuous though di unken suivo 3 ’or Tins respectable 
drunkard he was to engage, and also with obvious discretion 
to fee^ beforehand. All which was done the drunken 
surveyor had a sort of fits, it was understood, that alivays 
towards sunset inclined him to assume the honzontal posture 
Foitunately, how’ever, for that pait of mankmd whom 
circumstances had brought under the necessity of commum- 
cating wnth lum, these fits were mleimitting , so that, for 
instance, m the present case, upon a seveie call arising for 
his pocketing the fee of ten guineas, he astonished his whole 
household by aiiddenly standing bolt upright as stall as a 
poker , Ins sister remailang to the young gentleman tliat he 
(the visitoi) was in luck that evening it wasn’t everybody 
that could get that length m dealing w'ltli Mr X. 0 How- 
ever, it IS distressing to relate that the fits immediately re- 
turned , and, with that degree of exasperation which made it 
dangerous to suggest the idea of a receipt , smee that must 
have required the vertical attitude TPhether that attitude 
ever was recovered by the unfortunate gentleman, I do not 
laiow. Fortj'-and-four years have passed smee then. Almost 
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everybody connected witb the case has had time to assnme 
permanently the horizontal posture viz i that knave of a 
builder, whose knavenes (gilded by that morning sun of 
June) were controlled by nobody — ^that sycophantish parson 
— that young gentleman of fifteen (now, alas ' fifty-nine), 
who must long since have sovvn his uild oats — that unhappy 
pony of eighteen (now, alas ' six.ty-two, if living , ah * 
venerable pony, that must (or mustcst) now ieq[uire thy oats 
to be boiled) — ^in short, one and nil of these venerabilities — 
knaves, pomes, drunkards, receipts — ^have descended, I be- 
lieve, to chaos or to Hades, with hardly one exception 
Chancery itself, though somewhat of an Indian jugglei, could 
not play mth such aerial balls ns these 

On what ground it was that my mother quarrelled with 
the advantages of Bath, so many and so conspicuous, Icaimot 
guess At that lime — viz, tlie opening of the nineteenth 
century — ^the old traditionary custom of the place had estab- 
lished for young and old the luxury of sedan-chairs. Hmc- 
tenths, at least, of the colds and catarrhs, those imtial stages 
of all pulmonary complaints (the capital scourge of En^and), 
are caught in the transit betueeu the door of a carnage and 
the genial atmosphere of the drawing-room By a sedan- 
chair all tins danger was evaded , your two chairmen marched 
right mto the hall the hall-door was closed , and not until 
then was the roof and the door of your chair opened the 
translation was — from one room to another To my mother, 
and many in her situation, the sedan-chair recommended 
itself also by advantages of another class Immediately on 
coming to Bath, her carnage u as “ laid up in ordinary ” 
The tnfling rent of a coach-house, some slight annual repair^ 
and the tax, composed the whole annual cosh At that time, 
and throughout the uar, the usual estimate for the cost of a 
close carriage m London nas ^320 smcc, m order to have 
the certain services of two horses, it was indispensable to 
keep three Add to this the coachman, the wear-and-teai of 
harness, and the duty , and, even in Bath, a cheaper place 
than London, you could not accomplish the total service 
under £270 Now, except the duty, all this expense was at 
once superseded by the sedan-chair — rarely costmg j ou 
above ten shillmgs a week— z,e, twenty-five guineas 
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A j ear, aud liberating j^ou from all care or anxiet}', Tbe 
duty on four wheels, it is true, was suddenly exalted by Mr 
Pitt’s triple assessment from twelve guineas to thirty-six 
but uhat a tiufle by comparison with the cost of horses and 
coachman ’ And then, no demands for money were ever met 
so cheerfully by my mother as those uluchuent to support LIr 
Pitt’s policy against Jacobinism and Eegicide At present, 
aftei five yeais’ sinecure existence, unless on the rare sum- 
mons of a journey, this dormant carnage vas suddenly un- 
docked, and put into commission Taking with her tuo 
sonants, and one of my sistcm, my mother now entered upon 
a pcri^lm, or systematic circumnavigation of all Englitud , 
and in England only, through the admirable machmeiy 
matured for such a purpose — ^vi/ , inns, innkeepers, servants, 
horses, all first-rate of their class — it was possible to pursue 
such a scheme in the midst of domestic comfort My mother’s 

resolution uas to see aU England inth hei o\m eyes, and to 
judge for herself upon the qualifications of each county, each 
town (not being a bustling seat of commerce), and each village 
(having any advantages of scenery), for contiibutmg the mam 
elements towards a home that might justify her m building 
a house The qualifications insisted on were these five — 
good medical advice somewhere m the neighbourhood , first- 
rate means of education , eli^ant (or iihat most people might 
think aristocratic) society , agreeable scenery and so far the 
difficulty was not msuperable in the way of fmdmg all the 
four advantages conceiitrated But my mother insisted on a 
fifth, which m those days insured the instant shipwreck of 
the entire scheme this was a Church of England parish 
clergyman, who uas to be strictly orthodox, faitliful to the 
articles of our English Church, yet to these articles as mter- 
preted by evangelical dmmty My mother’s views were pre- 
cisely those of her friend Mrs Hannah More, of TPilberforce, 
of Henry Thornton, of Zachaiy Macaulay (father of the his- 
torian), and generally of those \i ho were then known amongst 
sneerers as “ the Clapham saints ” This one requisition it. 
was on which the scheme foundeied And the fact merits 
recordmg, as an exposition of the broad religious difference 
between the England of that day and of this At present, 
no difficulty would be found as to this fifth reqmsition. 
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“ Evtiji'’'elicfil ” clergymen me now sown broadcast , at tbat 
ljenod,^tbere were not, on an average, above six or eight m 
each of the fifty-tivo counties. 

The conditions, as a whole, were ui fact incapable of 
being lealwed , where two or three were attained, three or 
two failed. It was too much to exact so many adrantages 
from any one place, unless London , or really, if any other 
place could be looked to with hoj)e in such a chase, that 
place was Bath, — the very city my mother was preparing fo 
leave. Yet, had this been otherwuse, and the prospect of 
success more promising, I have not a doubt that the pretty 
gem which suddenly was offered at a pnee unintelligibly 
low m the ancient city of Chester would have availed (as 
instantly it did a\ail, and perhaps ought to have availed) in 
obscuring those five conditions, of which else each separately 
for itself had seemed a condiho sme qud nm This gem was 
an ancient house, on a immature scale, called the Pnory , 
and, until the dissolution of rebgious houses in the earlier 
half of the sixteenth centurj , had formed part of the Priory 
attached to the ancient Church (still iloiurishmg) of St John’s 
Towards the end of the sixteenth, and through the first 
quarter of the sei'enteenth centuiy, this Pnoiy had been in 
the occupation of Sir Eobert Cotton, the antiquary, the friend 
ot Ben Jonson, of Coke, of Sclden, &c., and advantageously 
knoim as one of those who applied his legal and historical 
knowledge to the bending back mto constitutional moulds 
of those despotic twists which new mterests and fake 
counsels bad developed m Ibe Tudor and Stuart djmasties 
It was an exceedingly pretty place and the kitchen, upon 
the ground storey, which had a noble groined ceiling of 
stone, indicated, by its disproportionate scale, the magmtude 
of the establishment to which once it Lad mmistcred. 
Attached to this splendid kitchen were tributary offices, 

On the upper storey were exactly five rooms — ^\'iz , a servant^ 
dormitory, meant m Sir Eobert’s day for two beds ^ at the 

^ The contnvance amongst our ancestors, even at haughty Cam- 
bridge and haughtier Oxfoid, w"is, that one bed rising six inches from 
the floor tan (in the daj -tune) under a loftier bed , it ran upon 
mtors or little wheels The learned word for a little wheel is inch- 
frotn "lYhich Grcddn nnd 2»at]Q toniz comes the iFord 

*i«e//ebed. 
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least, and a sonants’ sitting-room These W'ere shut otf 
into a separate section, mth a little staircase (hke a ship’s 
compaiuon-ladder) and a little lobby of its own But the 
piincipal section on tins upper storey had been dedicated to 
the use of Su Bobeit, and consisted of a pretty old hall, 
lighted by an old monastic-painted Mmdow in the door of 
culi.ince , secondly, a lathcr elegant dming-room , thirdly, 
a bcdiooiii The glorj of the house internally lay in the 
monastic Icitchcn^ and, secondly, in nhat a Eienchman 
would hai e called, propeil}’. Sir Robert’s oira apartment ^ of 
tliree rooms ; but, tlmdly and chiefly, m a pile of rmned 
arebnnys, most picturesque, so far as they went, hut so small 
that Drury Lane could easily haie found room for them on 
its stage. These stood in the miniature pleasure-ground, and 
were constantly resorted to by artists for specimens of 
arclntcctiiral decays, or of nature woiking for the conceal- 
ment of such deca 3 ’s by her ordinary processes of goigcous 
floral \ cgctation. Ten rooms tbcic may have been in the 
Priory*, as offered to my mother for less than £500 A 
drawing-room, bedrooms, dressing-rooms, &c , makmg about 
ten moie, n ere added by my mother for a sum imder£l000 
The same miniature scale iras obsen’ed in all these additions. 
And, as the Pnory was not within the walls of the citj^, 
whilst the liver Dee, flowmg immediately below', secured it 
from annoyance on one side, and the cbuich, with its adjacent 
churchyard, insulated it lioin the tumults of life on aU the 
other sides, an atmosphere of conventual stillness and tran- 
qiullity brooded oi er it and all around it for evei 

Such was the bouse, such W'as the society, m which I 
now found mj self , and upon the w'liole I might describe 
mjself as being, according to the modem phrase, “in a false 
position” I had, for instance, a vast supenonty, as was to 
have been expected, m bookisli attornments, and m adroit- 
ness of logic , w'hils^ on the other hand, I was ndicnlously 

1 Apartment" — Onr English use of the nord 'apirtinent” is 
absurd, since it leads to total misconceptions We read in Eroncli 
memoirs innumerable of the Hug's apartment, of the qween’s apartment, 

&.e , and for us Euglisli the question arises, How * had the king, had 
her majesty, onlj one room* But, mj fneiid, they might haie a 
thousand rooms, and yet liaic onlj ono apartment An apartment 
means, in the continental use, a section or emparimeni of an edifice 



410 


AUTOBIOGEAPHY 


Bliortsiglited or "blind m all fields of ordinary human ex. 
penence. It must not be supposed that I regarded my 
own particular points of superiority, or that I used them 
witli any vanity or view to present advantages On the 
contrary, I sickened over them, and laboured to defeat 
them But m vam I sowed errors in my premises, or 
planted absurdities in my assumptions "Vainly I tned 
such blunders, as putting four tciins mto a syllogism, which, 
as all the uorld knows, ought to run on three , a tripod it 
ought to be, by all rules Itnown to man, and, behold, I forced 
it to become a quadruped "Upon my uncle’s military haste 
and tumultuous energy in pressing his opimons, all such 
delicate refinements were absolutely throivn away "With 
disgust / saw, with disgust lie saw, tliat too apparently the 
advantage lay with mo in the result , and, whilst I worked hire 
a dragon to place myscH in the wrong, some fiend apparently 
BO countcrsvorked me that eternally I was reminded of 
the Manx halfpennies, which lately I had continually seen 
current in North "Wales, bearing for their heraldic distoction 
three human legs in armour, but so placed in relation to 
each other, that always one leg is vertical and mounting 
guard on behalf of the other two, which, therefore, are 
enabled to sprawl aloft in the air — ^in fact, to be as absurdly 
negligent as they choose, relying upon their vigilant brother 
below, and upon the written legend or motto, Siabit 
QTJOCUNQUB JECBHI3 (Stand it will upnght, though you 
should fling it in any conceivable direction) "What gave 
another feature of distraction and uicoherency to my position 
was, that I still occupied the position of a reputed hoy, nay, 
a child, m the estimate of my audience, and of a child in 
disgrace Time enough had not passed since my elopement ' 
from school to win for me, in minds so fresh from that 
remembrance, a station of purification and assoilment 
Oxfoid might avail to assoil me, and to thiow into a distant 
retrospect my boyish trespasses , but as yet Oxford had not 
arrived. I committed, besides, a great fault in takmg often 
a tone of mock seiiousness, when tlie detection of the playful 
extravagance was left to tlie discernment or quick sympathy 
of the hearer , and I was blind to the fact, that neither my 
mother noi my uncle w’as distingmshed by any natural 
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Inclincss of Msion for tlic comic, or any tolciation for tlie 
.cxtra%aj’nut. My inollicr, for example, Iiad au awful sense 
of conscientious lidehtj’ m the payment of taxes Many a 
respectable family 1 have knonn that would privately have 
encounged a smugglei, and, m consequence, nerc beset con- 
liuuallj by mock smugglers, oITciing, intli airs of anccted 
luj story, home commodities Lable to no custom-house 
objections wliai'-oever, only at a hjpoiholical price I 
remember even the case of a duke, ulio bought m Piccadillj^, 
undci laughable circumstances of complex disguise, some silk 
handkerchiefs, falsely pretending to be foreign, and Mas 
so incensed at finding lumsclf to ha\ e hecn committing no 
bi'cach of law whatever, but simplj' to ha\o been paying 
double the ordinaiy shop price, that he pulled up the soi- 
disant smuggler to Bow SticeJ, even at the certain price of 
exposure to himself The cliaigc ho alleged ogamst the 
man xvas the nnlcnablo one of not being a Binugglci. My 
moUter, on the contrary, pronounced all such attempts at 
cheating the lung, or, as I less harshly teimcd it, cheating 
Uic tax-gatherer, ns being equal in guilt to a fraud upon 
one’s neighbour, or to direct appropriation of another man’s 
purse I, Oil my part, held, that Goveinmcnt, having often 
defrauded mo thioiigh its agent and creature the Post-office, 
by moiistious oicichaigcs on letters, had thus created m my 
behalf a right of letabation And dreadfully it annoyed 
my mother Hint I, sUliiig Hus nght m a very plausible 
Tulc-of-thioc foiin, VIZ, As is the income of the said fraudulent 
Qovernmont to my jioor patiimonial income of £150 pei 
annum, so is any one special fraud (as, for instance, that of 
jesterday niommg, nmouiiting to thiilcenijcncc upon a single 
Icttei) to that equitable penalty ulucli I am entitled to 
recover upon the goods and chattels (m liercver found) of the 
lU-ttdvised Biitaumc Qovemiuent During the war ivilli 
Napoleon, the income of Hus Govciument lan, to all amounts, 
between fifty and seventy million pounds sterling Awful, 
therefore, seemed the inheiitanco of retaliation, mexhaustible 
the fimd of lepiisals, into which I stepped, — since oven a 
single case of robbery, such as I could plead by dozens, lu 
the couise of a few years, though no more than thirteenpence, 
yet, multiplied into seventy million times 240 pence, minus 
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^ 150 , made a very comfortable property Tlie ngbt Tvaa 
clear , aad the sole difficulty lay in assei-fcmg it in fact, 
that same difficulty -wbicb beset the pbilosopber of old, in 
ai^umg \n.tb tbe ISmperor Hadnau, vi^ , the want of thirty 
legions for the purpose of cleaily pomting out to Casar 
where it vas that the trutli lay, — the secret truth, that 
rarest of all “ nuggets ” 

This counter-challenge of Goiernmcnt, as the first mover 
m a system of frauds, annoyed, but also perplexed my 
mother e\ceedingly Tor an argument that shaped itself 
mto a rule-of-thrce illustration seemed really to wear too 
candid an aspect for summary and absolute rejection 

Such discussions wore to me a comic shape But alto- 
getlier serious were the disputes upon India — a topic on 
separate grounds equallj mteresting to us all, as the mightiest 
of English colomcs, and the superbest monument of demoniac 
Enghsh energy, revealing itself m such men as Chve, Hast- 
ings, and soon aftei in the tno ‘Wellesleys To my mothoi, 
as the grave of one brother, as the home of another, and as a 
new centre fioni wlueh Chiistiamty (she hoped) would mount 
like an eagle, — ^for just about that time the Bible Society -was 
preparing its initial movements whilst to my uncle India, 
appeared as the atma upon uhich his activities weie yet to 
find their adequate career With respect to the Christianiza- 
tion of India, my uncle assumed a hope which he did not 
leally feel , and in anothei point, more trying to himsdf 
personally, he had soon an opportunity for showing the 
sinceiity of this dcfeicnce to his spiiitual-mmded sister 
For, very soon after his return to India, he received a cml 
appointment {Supennlendmt of Military Buildings in Bengal), 
highly lucrative , and the more so, as it could be held con- 
jointly with his militaiy rank , but a good deal of its pecu- 
niary advantages was said to lie m fees, or perquisites, 
privately offered, but perfectly regular and official, which my 
mother (misunderstanding the Indian sj'stem) chose to call 
“bribes” A very ugly word was tTuit, but I argued that 
e\en at home, even in the courts at Westminster, in the 
very fountains of justice, private fees constituted one part 
of the salaries — a fair and official part, so long as Parha- 
ment liad not made such fees illegal by commutmg them for 
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known nntl fixed cquualentss It vrns mere ignorance of 
India, '•as I dutifully insisted against “ Mamma,” that could 
confound these legulav oriental nuzzesrs ” "vath the clan- 
destine n-ages of corruption Tlie pot-de-tin of French tradi- 
tion, the jnit of glo\es (though at one time verj costly 
gloves) to an English judge of assize on certain occasion^ 
iteier was offered nor recen'cd in the light of a bribe And 
(iratil regularly ahobslied by the legisl ituro) I insisted — but 
vainly insisted — ^tliet those and similar honoraria ought to be 
accepted, because dee you were loncnng the presenphve 
rights and value of the office, 11111011 you — a mere locum 
teiicjis for some coming niccessor — ^liad no right to do upon 
a sohUirv scruple or crotcliot ansmg piobably from dyspepsj 
Better men, no doubt, than ever stood in your stockings, had 
pocketed thankfully the gifts of ancient, tune - honoured 
custom. My uncle, however, though not iiith tlie carnal 
recusancy which besieged the spiritual efforts of poor Cuth- 
beit Headri^, that incomgtble iiorldlmg, jet still with 
intermitting doubts, followed my mother’s earnest entreaties, 
and the more meritonouslj (I concen e) as he yielded, in a 
po'iit deeply affecting his interest, to a sjstcm of ai-guments 
\erv iniiierfoctly convincing to his understanding He held 
the office in question for as much (I hcbei e) as eighteen or 
nineteen 3 ears , and by knowing old bilious Indians, who 
lauded xmniodcntcly at rai' uncle and my mother, as tlie 
proper groi\ Ih of a pnory or some such monastic estahlisli- 
incnt, I hai e been assured that nothing short of ,£ 200,000 
ought, under the long tenure of office, to have been remitted 
to England But then, said one of these gentlemen, if your 
uncle hied (as I haio Iicaixl that he did) in Calcutta and 
Mcemt at the into of £4000 a 3 ear, that would account for 
a considerable share of a mine nhich else would seem to 
have been worked in vain Unquestionably my uncle’s 
63 stem of linng was under no circumstances a self-denying 
one To enio3'', and to make others enjo5 * — that was his laii 
of achon Indeed, a more liberal creature, or one of more 
princely munificence, never lived. 

It might seem useless to call back anj- fragment of con- 
lei'sations relating to India winch jiassed more than fifty 
3*ear3 ago, were it not for two reasons , one of which is tins, 
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tliat tlie errors (natural at that time) wlucli I veliemenlly 
opposed, not from any greater knowledge that I had, hut 
from closer reflection, are even now the prevailing errors of ' 
the English people My mother, for instance, uniformly 
spoke of the English as the Buhaerters of ancient thrones 
I, on the contrary, insisted that nothing political was ancient 
m India Our own onginal opponents, the Bajahs of Oude 
and Bengal, had keen all upstarts in the Mysore, again, 
our more recent opponents, Hyder and his son Tippoo, n ere 
new men altogether, nhose grandfathers weie quite unknown 
Why was it that my mother, why is it that the English 
public at this day connect so false an image, that of high 
cloudy antiqmty, ivith the thrones of India ? It is simply 
from an old habit of associatmg the spirit of diange and 
rapid revolution with the activities of Europe, so that, by 
a natural reaction of thought, the Orient is figured as the 
home of motionless monotony In things religious, in 
habits, in costume, it ts so But so far otherwise in things 
political, that no instance can be alleged of any dynasty or 
system of government that has endured beyond a century or 
two m the East Taking India in particular, the Mogul 
dynasty, established by Baber, the great-grandson of Timour, 
did not subsist in any vigour for two centimes , and yet 
this was by far the most durable of all established pniicdy 
houses Another argument against England, urged by my 
mother (but equally urged by the Enghsh people at this 
day), was, that she had in no cmment sense been a bene- 
factress to India , or, expressing it in words of later dat^ 
that the only memorials of our rule, supposing us suddenly 
ejected from India, would be vast heaps of champagne 
bottles I, on the other hand, alleged that our benefits, like 
all truly great and lastmg benefits (rehgious benefits, for 
instance), must not be sought in external memorials of stone 
and masonry Higher by far than the Mogul gifts of lime- 
stones, or travelhng stations, or even roads and tanks, were 
the gifts of security, of peace, of law and settled order 
These blessings were travelling as fast as our rule advanced 
I could not then appeal to the cases of Thuggee extirpated, 
of the Pindarces (full 15,000 bloody murderers) for ever 
extermmated, or of the Mahrattas bridled for ever — a robber 
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nation lliat previously had descended at intervals with a 
force of sometimes 150,000 troopers upon the adlicted pro- 
vince of Bengal, and Onde its neighhonr , because these were 
events ns yet nnbom But they were the natural exten- 
sions of that beneficent system on which I rested my 
argument. 

The two teiTors of India at that particular time v ere 
Holkar and Scindiali (pronounced Study), uho were soon cut 
short in their career by the hostilities uhicli they provoked 
witli us, but would else have proved, in combination, a 
deadlier scourge to India than either Hj'der or his ferocious 
son My mother, in fact, a great reader of the poet Cowper, 
drew from him her notions of Anglo-Indian policy and its 
effects, Coivper, in Ins “ Task,” puts the question — 

“Is India free 1 md docs she wear her jilumcd 
And jcii oil’d turban with *i smile of peace, 

Or do MO giind her still * ” 

Pietty much the same authority it is winch the British 
public of this day has for its crare upon the subject of 
English oppression amongst the Hindoos 

My unde, meantime, nho from Ins Indian experience 
should reasonably have knoivn so much better, was disposed, 
from the mere passive habits of hearing and reading im- 
lesistingly so many assaults of this tone against our Indian 
pohey, to go along with my mother. But he was too just, 
when forced into reflection upon the subject, not to bend at 
times to my nay of stating the case for England 

Suddenly, however, our Indian discussions were brought 
to a close by the following incident — My uncle had brought 
ivith him to England some Arabian horses, and amongst 
them a beautiful young Persian mare, called Sumroo, the 
gentlest of her race Sumroo it was that lie happened to 
be ndmg, upon a frosty day Unused to ice, she came 
down until him, and broke lus nght leg This accident 
laid him up for a month, during wluch my mother and I 
read to him by turns One book, u Inch one day fell to my 
share by accident, was De Foe's ” Memoirs of a Cavalier" 
This book attempts to give a picture of the Parhamentary 
War, but m some places an unfair, and everywhere a 
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most superficial aceomit. I said so and niy uncle, 'sv]i(> lind 
an old craze m belialf o£ the liook, opposed me "'’ntli 
aqienty , and m the course of what he said, under some 
movement of ill temper, ho asked me, in a nay which I felt 
to he taunting, how I could consent to naste my tiinis "flsl 
did Without any answeruig warmth, I explain^ that 
guardians, hainng qiianelled with me, n ould not grant for 
my use anything beyond my school allowance of £>l()0 per 
annum But was it not possible that even thiQ sum tuight 
by economy he made to meet the necessities of the case ? I 
replied that, from nhat I had heard, very probably it 
was Would I undertake an Oxford life upon such terms ? 
Most gladly, I said. Upon, that opening, he spoke tO my 
mother , and the result was that, within seven days fiom 
the above conversation, I found myself entering that time' 
honoured University 
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year ” — Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News 

“ A most valuable book It is more than a book of travel, it is the 
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With a Map showing s oute, and Sixteen page Illustrations by 
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Post 8vo, Cloth Price los fid 
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than a chatty account of the curious ways and customs of 
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Woodcuts and g6 Steel Plates la 48 vols Fcap 'Svo, cloth, 
paper label , or m half French morocco, pnee ;f8 8s 1 ' 
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